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MONDAY, NOVEMBER I7y 170 %%. 


| i 

The Court met ceo to Adjournment; at Eight o'Clock this 
; Morning. 4 

of PRESENT; MP.” 

„THE LORD CBIEF JUSTICE, .. 

Tur LORD CHIEF BARON, | Ma. BARON HOT EAA 


Mz. JUSTICE HOSE. | Ms. JUSTICE 1. WRYNOE. * = 
„ Prifongr Wing put to the „ 3 3 2 


R. HORN E TOO addreſſed the Court, informing... 
them, that it was neceſſary for tlie purgoſe of his defence, 


bar, and have à place nearer thoſe counſel whi hithe C Court hid 
aſſigned to him for the aſſiſtance of his de enge.-* bs, 


The Lord Preſident obſ Wed, that it was” an indulgence ant — — 
d ä 


he had hardly ever known given to any perſon in his it ion, 


Ar. Toke obſerved, that he was perfectly aware n the 5 „ 


| plication was unuſual, bot he begged the Cour! is 4 +{-ive, that 
every thing likewiſe in the courſe of theſe proceed gs was 0. 
unuſual ; he begged them to conſider that the proceedings on 
the laſt trial (alluding to the trial of Me. Hardy would takes 
as he was cretibly informed by the ſhort-hand writer, lten, 


that he thould quithis preſent ſituation ia with he ſtoq at . . =_ 


| hundred pages of octavo cloſely inted. he trial Jaſted nine 3 "2B "I 


5 — IS, PR wy_ OK __ 1 Gays which was, N 7 ; 8 


*THE TRIAL OF TS, N 


ben booed "Tae, to obſerve,” that the nature of the i ins 
dictment was ſuch that it had been impoſſible for him to gueſs: 
What would come before them; it had been alſo equally i im- 
pofſible for him to inſtruct his counſel, and it would be equally 
e for them to conduct his defence; ; they could not know 
the pallages of his life, and by what he had heard of the laſt . 
. trial, it would be neceſſary for the whole paſſages of his life to be 
„ beoght: to his view; how was it poflible for the counſel to 
" ſpeak to thoſe particular facts Which were known only to Him- 
ſelt? But he meant to ſay, that he meant to claim it as his 
right by law, and not to atk it as an indulgence. He declared, 
he meant to ſue w no diſreſpect to ny one, more e ſpecially at 
this time, when it iis his-14tereft to conciliate all; but it he 
Was a judge, that word, indulgence, ſhould neve! fo trom nis 


=: lips. He told the Court they had no indulyence,ty thew—they 

were bound to be juſt, and to be juſt was to do What was Ore 

8 *  Qered, and what was not ordered he ſhouly not.atk, and the 
. Court could not grant. He ſaid, he ſhould claim it as his right 


» by law to be placed in that ſituation, by the tide of hs counſel, 
in which he could beſt make his defence; and he koped their 
3 Lordſhips would believe that he Was not fo fooliſh as to dire to 
=. ive the Covit any offence, when it was i{tron-ly his inter=ſt to 
Pleaſe them ail. t was not for a ſyial! ſtake that e ſtood there; 
5 it was to deprive him of his lite, to beggar his family, and to 
nm his nanie and :nemury infamous to all poſterity. So deep 
Bo "A as that might very well aff ct his underſtan ding; it is 
very Well known that the beſt gameſters, when the ſt. ke 1 is too 
deep for ahem „ play the worſe; be hoped it would not be ſo in 
1 bis caſe, Which he had no apprehenſion would be the caſe, if 
— * tis orditjp did notprevent him from fitting near his counſel ; 
uc he alſo had 0 doubt but it would prevent a great waſte "of . 
wWi ; and if their Lordſhips refuſed they would need no verdict 
= againſt him, for ſuch a Al tian would be a ſentence of death; 
Sies ne hid another circum{tance to mention-—he had been 
= in Co! iinenent/a ſummer and an autumn, and he had not many 
lummers and autumn remaining, ang that confinement of that 
ſummer and autunin Had been attend with matiy circumſtances, 
degrading and humiliating, © This confinement nad in ſome meas 
= ſure in -paired his health and ſtrenvth of; his boch, it left hhm 
1 but Hulk a man 5 their Lordſhips would expect a whole defence 
3 gad te had 10 4 ubt but he ſhould be able to give them a hole 
defence, e led he was ſurnithed with te neceſſary means of 
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5 0 *  deſendi ag himſelf. 
3 Lord Pr 72 n. Yo ou have. been furniſhed with that which | 
2 © the taw conſiders as the neceſlſty means to enable you to make 


have 
haſh 


+ your e i you hag 


„ * gt 
83 N 


'Y * % ws ni to 1080 they 


5 — * V * 5 738 +: # * 1 4 
22:4 g Z * 1 — * . & we” $4 
* 2 Wy * * 4 Y 2 
* 7 c 3 9 þ, : 44g +» % Y 2 > 2 
- Ny * 7 * / # * * SR * a a | 8 9 3 
1 I . 1 " $44 | : RD x wh 55 2 * * 1 2 * 3 * 
122 0 9 * 


oN HORNE TOOFE,. 
| FS | | 1 £ 5 . g . x: \ 
had, or might have had, aceeſs.t& you at all ſea * 


that is what the law allows. ou have taught the Court net+ 
to uſe the word indulgeuce, and you have pointed out to them 
their duty, that they are to give no indulgence. IJ am appre=- 
\ *henfive it would be conſidered, as extraordinary indulgenee if 
- the Court was now to do that which you ask, becauſe th , was 
not done taſthe other priſoner, who went . immediatgly; belare © 
vou, who had the fame ſtake atziſk that you hid, and thersfore mp. 
Court are not permitted without dowg. injuſtice to others, to SEES 
grant that * you ask on the firſt grqund you ſtate; but 
Fou have mentioned another circumſtance which I thinkex- _ 
tremely material, and which will, in my mind, wayzant the Sure 
in doing that ich you think they ouzht not to d, which is to. 
indulge you. You have ſtated the ſituation of your health, and 
that fromthe place in which you ſtand your health will ſuffer,  .. 
the Court do not deſire to put you under any ditficulties, ne 
would wifh that you ſhould be enabled to make your defence ig 
the beſt way imaginable, and on that ſ-ore of your health; "it. 
the ſituation in which you ſtand is likely to be prejudieial to 
your health, and therefore likely to diſable you from making 
your d-fence, and the manner in which you might otherwiſe 
make it, I ſhall put it to my Lords to conſider whether you 
may not be indulged with that you have now asked. ”," 
Ar. Toke hoped the Court would forgive him for ſaying, = 
that if the Court did not fee fit. to grant it on the footing 8 
of indu gence, that he ſhould afterwards not expect rages —_— 
barred from arguing the caſe, and claim it as à point of . . 


S2 
Lord Preſident. You may lay the whole or any matter o& „ 
point you pleaſe before us, but you had better do it tte; 
for propoling it firſt in one ſhape, and afterwards going on to = 
ſtate it in another, is canting it on without end, If yen mean 
to argue this as a point of law, we mean to hear you. * uu. 
. Mr. Toke. I did mention, that if there was an objectioi _— 
taken in the firſt inſtance, I ſhould then defire to argue it as 3 
point of law, thinking that I am really entitled to what I as 
by principle, the letter and the practicg pf the law ; and qu 
will be pleaſed to recollect that 4 do hot change my ground, 1 
but | thought it might ſave the time of the Court in putting 10 * 3 
on the firſt form, a d therefore I left it even with your. Lord= - 1 
 ,Thips to collect, your judgments upon my requeſt even on th 2. 
ſcore of health; I did. it to ſave the time, and not to waſte it, * 3 


and I mentioned both grounds at firſt, becaufe | know very® + = 
well alter a deciſion of your Lordſhips, I ſhould not be als © "a 
| lowed to argue, but I now gut it on che ſcore of wat yt i 
= Lordſhips call indulgence, and I rather underſtood from what "5 
your Lordſhip has ſaid, that you was Willing to grant it onthe. 
e 
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*wat not; 
be able to go through che fatigues of this trial: I büßt. your 
Pordſhips will excuſe me. Excuſed. 


8 atllaniel Wrig ht. I am no freeholder nor coppholder.—Ex-· 
cuſed. R 


; THE TIAL or 


* 


de of indu 2 


Fence. | only mean that your 1 may not 
mifünderſtafſd ne, and p1 ovided. it is granted, I ſhall be very 


happy to avoid the argument; and if your Lordfhip will only be 
| pleated to vi e- me e intimation of the mind of the Court, 


mall be very much obliged to you. | 
Lora Preſident. The Court, who are 'preſent, "IM he them 
ſelucs extremely "diſpoſed to indulge you on the ſcore of your 


; health; they think that is a diftinction which may authorize 
them to do that i in your caſe, which is not done in other caſes ; 
in common; they cannot lay down a rule for YOu, which they 


would not lay down for any man living. But if your caſe * 
diſtinguiſhable from the caſe of others, that dges 9 them 
to give you that indulgence that you now ask. 

MM. Tookr, I am very much obliged to your Lordſhip, and 


m very much content to accept it, as it will be favourable to 


i K ealth; and | am allo glad to ſave the time of the Court. 
Ir. Node was then placed in the body of the Court, juſt 
- behind his counſel, and his papers delivered over to him, the 


Clerk of the ort proceeded to call the Jurors, when the fol- 
lowing anſwered to their names. 
Major Rhode. My freehold is leſs than 101. a-year, and! am 
no copyholder.— Excuſed. 

8 Digby. I am a freeholder. | | 

7 Erfeine. I I will not trouble Mr. ey to leave his 
Sg 3 | VE: os 
227 % 8 4 ang a ſrechlder | 
Attorney General. I challenge him. 85 

n rancis Baroneau. I have deen Pad of the gout lately, y, and 
able to attend the laſt trial; and Iam afraid I {hall not 


Hugh French. 15 am i bot; a  freeholder nor a copyholder,—Ex- 


. . * „ % 


William Harwood 1 am a erhellen of 10l. a- Fear 
Mr. Attorney Generul. 1 challenge him, Be 


James Mitchell. I will explain my caſe—Mrs, Mitchel] hi 2. 


freenold, totally ſeparate for her own uſe. I canner receive ©. 
"the rents, nor have any claim on them xcuſed. a 5 4 


. Godfall. Lam a freeholder of 101, at. 95 
Ar. Erſkine, I challenge Mr Godſall. I mean to challenge 


on cauje from a declaration which I underſtand we are in con- 
dition to prove, made by Mr. G 


made by! hay that if he was on e 


odfall, namely, a declaration 
1 Jurys made on the ſecond _ 
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day. of the ial of the gentleman that was e quitted ig this place, . 
he would hang every one of the priſoners. 8 
Me, Ershine here called the evidence; on which” . wy 3 
The Attorney Genera! obſerved, that as this indulgence bad | 
been ſhown to the priſoner, [ hope your Lordſhip will think it 
right, that the witneſs ſhould ſtand in ſome other page: of e 
Court, not cloſe t6 the priſoner. 1 
Mr. Erſkine. It hath been a greak, inconvenience to ine, the 
ſtanding ſo cloſe to me. | 
Mr. Attorney General, Suppoſe the witneſſes were to o ſtand: at f 43 
the bar. ET 
Ar. Erſtine. I think it might be diſagreeable to all of u; 
but [ have no objection to make for myſelf, _ - =__ 
Mr Worry ſworn. (Examined by Ar. Erkine.) ... >. 
= What are you by trade? ' I nz 
A, Clerk of Mr. Bell's Oracle. OR r 
Do you know Mr. Philip Godſall? WY 1 
. I do not know him perſonally ; but I think I ſhouts know | 1 
* if J was to ſee him. „ 
Do you know that perſon Mr. Godſall. Dawn bin) 9 
. I cannot ſay that I recollect his perſon. EF 
2 1 8 not Une ſee any perſon that called himſelf by that” 25 1 
_ <7 
A. I ſee a perfort; that T under dd went by chat name. ä 
2. How did you underſtand it: = 
By being told afterwards. that it was Godla Gl 5 * | HS - 
2. Who told you fo ? | 7” 
A. A young man that was > preſent at the time; his name „ö» •ůʃ 8 I 
Harman. 1 2 = > - = 
* Is he here? &; 5 yoo 
A. No. a | ä 
Ar. Erſtine. Then I . Mr. Godaal * 1 
Ar. Attorney e (To barry) my ww age: Ws ... 
Harman live? ro. "nu 
A. At Mr. Bells librar y in the Rnd PR Eo” 2 ls „ 
2. Did Mr. een know that you ** coming bee bis —_ 
morning? | _—_ 
A. I did not e myſelf till this morning. WE _ 
Did you know what you was coming about? 3 
24 I was told by Mr, Clarkſon, when he ſent for Mee. 
2. Pray did 5 mention this thing to ns hoy — * 
heard it? 
ES bo „ N 


4 To a Me, Brown.) 3 5 | 
. 5 3 . . * 3 
ops . : 
ö Fl 


4 8 0 ; oy ; 1 9 . wa 7 AW 2 5 . 3 A ; mw a * ; * . 1 . 
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1 4 - 5 y | 3 ' Ht | 3 4 * þ s 1 
= 13 pt - : l 1 © +” 
_— 2. Where AGB he live 2 5 1 
= . 2. I do not know indeed ; 1 think he lives in diaet, 
=. | Areets Clare-market, * 
_ 2. When was you ſent to attend. 5055 this morning. * 
IAI. 1 received a note laſt night from Mr. an requeſi- 
ning ! would call on him this morning. ö 
= * Did ou not inform Clarkſon that it was Harman tat 
told you it was Godiall * . 1 


A. No; I thought 1 ſhould know him again myſelf, 1 
Mr. Godfall. 1 think my character ought to be vindic ated, Ty 
Mr. Attorney General. (To Barry) Pray what are you? 1 io 
A. I am Clerk to Mr. Bell's Oracle. 5 

1 2 Did you belong to any lociety? 5 

A. No, never. * 

Mr. Bell then ſpoke and ſaid, Mr. Attorney Generdl, my 
name is ell, I beg to diſclaim any knowledge of this cranſac- 
tion which [ hear now. | 

James Hagarth. I am a freeholder of 101. a- .year,—Sworn. 

Mark Hudſon. I am a freeholder of 10l. a-ycar. | 

Mr Ersfine. I challenge him. 

Robert Lewis. 1 have the gout on mew—Excuſed.. 
John Mandeil. I am not a freeholder.—Excuſed. 
Henry Bullock. ! am a freeholder of 10k. a- year. 

Ar. Attorney General. J challenge him. 

John Pow ſey. T am a freeholder and copyholder both, of the 
eon y of Middleſex, to the value of- 10l. a- year. | 
Mr. Erskine. 1 challenge him. | 
"George Cape. 1 am not a freebolder.—Excuſed, 

Thomas Rhodes. I am a freeholder and e I Li 
pour Lordſhip will exciſe me; I am ſubje.t to a pain in my 

head, that I ſhall not be able to attend; I am ſubject to it if 1 
am confineds being ſo much in the air. | 
| Gurt. That. apprehenſion is too diſtant ; every Juryman 
HP. e that a confinement of ths Kind may injure his 

©. Dealt : 
Thomas Rhodes, I hope you will not think me impertinent 
that I muſt forfeit my fine. 
k Court, You beips preſent i in Court, you cannot for feit your 
Newt... : 

Me I; is impoſſible for me to do the duty, : 

Court. If you think not to anſwer that on, oath, I am ſorpelf⸗ 8 
ed that you hould not heſitate to alledge this f in the preſence. of 
ſuch an audience as this. 

AH. have declared that I am very ſubject to an head ache. 

5 Why do not you ſay it on your oath 7 1 

<1 am W Ws... if or Lara will permit. S worn. | 
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2 n the oath you have taken, is your health fach' that you RR: b fy Wo 


* ot capable of going through the fatigue of this. trial? 


* 
3 e ee 


3 F 4 am confident that J have ſuch an head- ache, that 1 
ſhoulg be in capable of recollecting almoſt any thing. 5 8 i 
Comet. | am not quite ſatisfied with your manner, but how 1 
ever, you. are diſcharged . * „ 
Hugh Ronalds, [ am a froeholder and ME nc of 10k; a - 
ear. | | x | 4 
7 Mr. Erſkine. 1 ehallengs Kin 3 . 5 


Richard Croft. My name is Fhomas. Ew | N 
Edward Antrobus, I am not a freeholder. E xcuſet. 
Thomas Harriſon. I am a freeholder of rol. a year. S worn. 
John Leader, I am a frecholder. I beg the favour to be ex- 
cuſed of ſerving on the Jury. - 1 have got a very had cold at pre- 
ſent, in fact, I ,do not livein the county of Middleſex. I am 
ſummoned out®bf Kent. | have a reſidence in Middleſex, I 
ſerve on juries in Kent; the laſt time I'ſerved in Kent I believe 
your [ordihip fat on the bench. | never did ſhrink from or ing x 
on juries, but Jam almoſt ſeventy years of age. Iam fi: -ive 
next [anuary, . I would not ſhrink from it it I thought I ſhould . I 
be able to land it. I Rave got a cold, which you may plainly i 
perceive by my being hoarſe. ts ” 7 
Court. We will excuſe you if we can; you will ſtandby and —— 
ſee whether we can make a Jury. „ 
John Gueſt. 1 am a frecholder: I was here about three ak Nl 
ago on a ſimilar occaſion, and i told your Lordihip that I wiſhed 
to be excuſed then upon account of a very bad fall that 1 had had. 
I fell on ſome bricks, which very much hurted niy kidneys 3 
which bas hurted me ſo much, that I fear I ſhall never get rid of i 
it, and I hope your Lordſhip will ſuffer me-to go home. *. 
Gurt. Certainly, if that was your excuſe laſt time. - * 
Adam Steinmetz. I am freeholder of 10l. a year. My Lord, = 
I had the pleaſure of attending here the laſt Jury, er myſelf 
+6 ill. I am not Cagable of 'continuingy I am ſure, on this 
tria 4 * Fo 
Caurt. J am lorry you ask to be excuſed, backing I a not. 
wonder that duty was fo heavy, as to affect the health of any gen- 
tleman, it is impoſſible that you ſhould be preſſed, if you decline; 
the Court will excuſe you, undoubtedly, if you ask it. 
Robert Hawkins, 1 am upwards of os war years of age | 
Excuſed. 2 
Robert Kilby Cox. I only with t to know whether 1 am chal· "0 BS 
lenged or not? 5 We 
r. Ershine, 1 hs lenge SINN PSs 
3 ames Paine. Tama Necheldev t to a greater amount «than , 
Pear, but not a er e NO 
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tha e Vou W not trouble Mr. Paas "Io 
John Mercer. I ſerved on the laſt Jury, 1 1 that * 
will excuſe me. . 
"Court, If you deſire it, certainly, BREE 
John Rixon. I am a frecholder. 
sr, Attorney General. I challenge him. 
Thomas Sayer, I ſerved on the Jaſt Jury. 1 have not yet 
Scented: I have been ill ever ſince —Excuſed, 
Jofah Boydell. I am . of 70 years of age and very 
infirm. —Excuſed, _ 5 
Richard Carter. I Greed} in the laſt Jury —Exculſed, 
Thomas Matthews. I am no een eee eee 
Edward Hale. I am a freeholder.—Sworn. 
George Pillingham. I am a frecholder of rol, a years 
Mr. Erskine, I challenge him. 
Mr. Perry. I am a freeholder of 10l. a aj. ÞS 
Mr. Eroline. I challenge him. 
- Richard. Gough. | am ſo exceedingly afflicted wth the Rheu- 
matiſm, that it is impoſſible for me to go through this buſineſs, 
and I am concerned to attend an only ſiſter, whoſe life is ſo 
precarious that I cannot ſay how n ſhe might be taken 
_- away—Excuſed, 
Thomas oy Dyott Bucknell. I am a freeholder of rol. * 
Bars | 
2 Ar. Kathe, I challenge him. ; 
- Edward Jennings. I am not a ee 
Thomas Sewell. I am not a freeholder.—Excuſed. 
„ ee Stonard. I ſerved on the laſt Jury, and I beg to 
be. excuſed.Excuſed. 
Samuel Provey. 1 am no frecholder, not an Inch. x- 
aſd. | . 
Thomas Allen, of Bur- Street. 12 am a freeholder of rol. 2 


3 N b 85 s 
Ar. N 1 challenge him. 
Thomas Baker. I am a freehoider of 10l. a your | Fo 


Mr. Erskine, I challenge him. 
Samuel Pullen. I am a freeholder of 161. a year. 
Ar. Erskine. I challenge him. 
James Smith Eling. I am a freeholder, 
Hr. Ershine. I challenge him. | 
| Bryan Marſhall. I am near fixty-ſeven years of age. is am 
very much afflicted with the gravel, I now {it with a great 
deal of pain —Excuſed, 
. Joſeph Nicol. [ ſerved on the laſt Jury. —Ekcuſed, 
David Roberts. I am a freeholder of 0h; * 
A. Haine. 1 mall A him. . 


— 


r 
5 3.4 EC 


Joux HORNE TOOKE. 1 
thomas 8 Smith. I am a Fetter of rol. a year. -  ",. 
Mr. Erstine. I challenge him. 0 — 
John Charrington. Not having as yet overcome the latigues 1 

of ferving on the late Jury. I hope may be excuſed —Excuſed. » 
Thomas Allen of Eaſt End. I am a frecholder of rol: a Wes / "i 


Mr. Erskine. I challenge him. 1 = 
Andrew Burt. I am a freehoider. © FO 1 
Mr. Attorney General. I challenge him. * 

. Charles Smith. I am a freeholder. 1 „„ 

Mr. Erstine. I challenge him. GEES 
George Goſtling, I am ſummoned as a Banker, 5 am n 
Banker, 1 am brought up a Procter to the admiralty,—Fxcuſed. * 
| Archibald Paxton, I have to attend my Wie s W to Ys = 
—Excuſed. reg] 5 _ 
Mr. Nicholl. el am a croobuldarel ol. a year. e ; Ro -- 


Ar. Erskine. I challenge him: 

Edward Franklin. I have got a complaint i in my bowels and 
J am not able to ſtand. —Excuſed. . . 

3 Henly. I am a ſreeholder of 10l. a a year, rh 

. Erſkine. | challenge him. | 

5 hs Champion. I am, no freeholder nor copyholder of the 
county of Middleſex. Excuſed. 

F - Jenks. I am not a freeholder of 10l. a yaar, Ex- 885 Y 
cuſe | -_ 

John Thompſon. A perſon aue that he was cited to the = 
| commons, and he had heard Mr, Thoinþfon fay that he had lived. 
in a degree of intimacy with Mr. Tooke and therefore he did not 
like to be on the trial. 

Mr. Toote. I have been intimately acquainted. PO Vr. 
Thompſon, his family and my family have been ſo for thirty] 
four years back, | 2 

Lord Preſident. It muſt not be underſtood that becauſe a per- 
| ſon ſummoned on the jury was formerly acquainted with the V2 

priſoner, that therefore he is not to be on the jury. x, 


Mr. Tooke. I believe he keeps away fearful that it chouldbe 1 
| thought he ſhould act through partiality. 5 | „ 7 
John Ainſley. I was on the laſt jury. Excuſec. =. 1 
John Machiter. I am a frecholder of 10l. a year. | _ 
Ar. Erskine. I challenge him. * 5 — 


John Liptrap. I am a treeholder of rol. a year. 

Ar. Erskine. I challenge him. 

Theophilus Pritzler. Tam not a freeholder,—FExcuſed. 
Charles Turner. I am not a freeholder.— Excuſed. 

John Harriſon, Tam a frecholder of Tol. a ous 
Ar. Erskine. I challenge him. 1 
Fe John 8 L am a freeholder of 10l. a ear. 
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Ar. Brikine. I challenge him. 
David Duveluz. I am not a freeholder. —Excuſed. 

Janies Stevens. | am a freeholder of lol. a year. 
Mr. Attorney General. | challenge him. Fan 
James Crane. I am a freeholder of 10l. a year. 
Mr. Erstine. | challenge him. 

Rice Davis. I ama freeholder. 
Mr Erskine. I challenge him. 

Cecil Pitt. I am upwards of ſeventy years of age, —Excuſed, 
Iſaac Lucas. I am not a freeholder.—Excuſed. 

Thomas Drai ne. I am a freehelder of 10l. a year,—S worn. 

Arthur Shaiceſpeare. I am a freeholder, 1 

= Mr. Erskine. | challenge him. 5 

_ John Jenkinſon. I am not a freeholder.—Fxcuſed. 
Iuames Sheridine. I am a freeholder of 10l. a year, 

5 Mr. Erskine. I challenge him. 

John Mayhew. I am a freeholder and copyholder both, 
Mr. Erskine. I challenge him. 

Emanuel Goodhart. I am a foreigner, | 
©. Are you naturalized ? | | ? 
A. Yes. | | | 
V Are you a freeholder of 10l. a year 4 

la., | 

Mr. Erskine, I challenge des. 4 

Matthew Whiting. I am a freeholder of 10l. a year,—Sworn. 5 
5 Rohde. I am not a frecholder of 10l. a year.— Ex- 1 
cuſe | 

Chriſtopher Richardſon. I am juſt « come out of a ſevere fever, 
under the care of Dr. De Valangin, who is here to confirm it. 

¶ have been out of the houſe only a week, and I am afraid I ſhall 

"Not have ſtrength. I have a great weekneſs on me now; I have 

been confined fix weeks. = xcuſed. 

Fonathan Eade. I am a freeholder of Iol, a year. 

Ar. Erihine. 1 challenge him. 

James Kerne. I am one of the collectors of the King” taxes, 
and it is juſt the time of fini! ing up the books, and F dgn't know 
what the con'equence may be if | ſhould be obliged to ſerve. 

Lord Preſident. Ihe only enen Will be that you may 

finiſh them atterwards. 

Mr Ershine, | do not wiſh to diſappoint then revenue. I chal- 
lenge him. N 

John Bath. I am not a freeholder,—Excuſed. 

Thomas Cockingggp- There is a miſtake j in the ſummoning, 

my name is James, Mhacuſcd, 

Fenn Goodwin: 4 * leave to obſerve to your Lordſhip, 

1 6 . "ot 


* * 
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that I do not wiſh by any meins to ſcreen myſelf FED the dutys 5 
but I feel it my duty to inform 7our Lordſhips and the Court. 
| that I am not ſummoned according to the way I ſpell my name, — = 
nor in any place where [ relide. My reſidence as a bre wer is in 
Lower Eaſt Smithfield, and I am ſummoned as living in St. 

| Catharine's, I ſpell my name with a y in Coo Is and it is | 
ſpelt with an i in the ſummons, 4 Wd 


% ? ; ; > 


Clerk of the Gurt. It is with a y in the pannel. 1 7 
Ar. Erskine I object to him on the account that he is not 5 


well deſcribed as to his place of reſidence ; 
Lord Preſident. If the priſoner” s counſel objects, we cannot 


force him. . 


John Peter Blaquire; I andafrecholder of tol, a- year. 1 
Mr. Erskine. | challenge him. e 2 
David Dean. I am a freeholder.— S worn. 5 
Mr Erkine I challenge him. N © . 


Norriſon Covedale. H am a freeholder.—Sworn. 
Robert Mairis. I am a freeholder. Sworn. 
William Cooke. I am a free older. —Sworn, 
Charles Pratt. I am a frechotder.—5 worn. 
Thomas Druce, Thoinas Maud, James Shepnell, ad Ben- 
jamin Bradbury, each declared they were not freeholders, and 
| were ſeverally excuſed. 
| Chriſtopher Metcalf. Here is a miſtake-in the Cormmndinis for L 
live at Weſtham, in the county of ſſex. K. xcuſed. 
John Thompſon, Thomas Lewes, and Nathaniel Allen, each 
ſeverally declared they were not freenolders, and were exculedÞ 
Edward Hill. I am a freenolder of ten pounds a-year, | 
Mr, Erstine. I challenge him. W 
Cam Farmer. I am very much affli. ted with the out, and 
have it on me now. —Exculſed. # 
James Crumpton. I -labour under a difarder's in my bowel&® 
which renders it impoſſible for me to undergo confinꝭ nen aux, 
length of time, and I am confident, I ihatl noc be able. o fatal 
the duties required, —Excuſed, - _— 
John Lovett and 7 1 1 were digi a not being _ 
freeholders. | 8. 7 T 
Thomas Gildart. I am a freeholder. - Z 
Mr. Erskine. I challenge him. 5 | 1 
The Clerk now informed tae Court, that he had gone through _ 
the pannel, and there were but nine Jurymen ſworu: wan the _ 
Coutt ordered the defaulters to be called on their fines, wick 2 
was proceeded in, until they came to the name of Henry Bur- — 
rier, who now anſwered to his name, but it. was obſerved, he f 
had been put by on account of his ill health. Whereupon, _ .. 


{ y 
2 4 j 1 
e IST 
" _ 2 N 


— 


r. Ersbine addreſſed the Court, that if it was their Lord- 
- ' ſhips judgment that he ſhould ſerve on the Jury, he ſhould be 


perfectly ſatisfied ; but he ſubmitted it to their conſideration, 
whether now the priſoner had taken his challenges; and he had 


. * 


5 expended them all in the courſe of his challenging, different 
=: gentlemen alſo had made excuſes, which he ſubmitted alſo to 
WE. the conſideration of the Court, and their Lordſhips, with their 


uſual juſtice and intelligence, and that all this done, with this 
WE aſſurance behind, that this inqueſt thould not but be undertaken. 
It was not poſſible for him to know what number of the inqueſt 
would appear, nor what number would be diſqualified for want 


4 


beſt for the moment, in challenging thoſe that did appear ; but 
non conſtat that he might not have choſen to challenge this 
gentleman rather than fome others that he had challenged, No 


pannel of above two hundred Jurors, with the privilege of the 
Crown to challenge thoſe whom we might not challenge. He 
repeated again, that no man in his ſenſes would throw away a 
challenge on a Ju or who had diſqualified himſelf. He there- 
fore hoped, their Lordſhips conſidering it as a new point, and 
it being more than probable, that when the pannel was out, no 
more jurors would be called on this inqueſt, would go on and 

take thoſe other vrors which the Crown had challenged. _ 
Mr. Aitorney General obſerved, he might wave any challenge 

he had made. . 95 „ 

Mr. Ershine replyed, it was rather extraordinary that he was 
ite wave the challenges that he had made, or take a gentleman 
is under this predicament. He contended for what 
e firſt propoſed, with the Ratute laying before him, but he 
had rather wiſh to appeal to the practice of former times, then to 
offer to their Lorcthips any conſtruction of his own, or applying 


* 


a more hard caſe for the priſoner than to be called upon to retract 
a former particular challenge. His application to the couft was 
this, that the Crown {hould now be called upon in the language 


there was nv cauſe, for although the indulgence of the Engliſh 
law is ſuch to the Engliſh ſubjects who are ſtanding accuſed and 


they canhot exprels, if th ey even ſee any thing in the countenance 
42 5 5 „ 5 > 0p 


of frecholds—nor what number would be diſqualified for want 
| of health; ſo that it put him in the predicament of, acting the 


man would riſk a challenge on fo awful a caſe as this, which is 
a Capita; one, and having wy thirty-five challenges out of a 


ſtanding on trial for their lives, to allow them, without anycauſe,. 
it they fecl any thing in their minds, I fay in their minds Which 


* 


it ko the very ſtrict letter of the ſtatute, he could not conceive 


of the ſtatute, to aſſign cauſe for their particular challenges, when 
the Crown affigiis no cauſe, their lordſhips ought to preſume 
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of a perſon which they cannot expreſs, the indulgence of the law 
to them is ſuch that it allows them to challenge to a certain nam- 
ber, but it allows no ſuch indulgence for the King. The con 
ſtruction that judges have put on ſimilar caſes in former times, 
has been that the inqueſt ſhall not but be undertaken, except 5 
Crown can ſhew cauſe for their particular challenges. In thi A 
caſe their lordſhips were placed in this predicament, either te 
muſt decide, notwith{tanding the particular caſe of the juror, that - 
he ſhall nevertheleſs be put into the box and ſo call for the trial, or. | 1» 
call on the Crown to know whether they mean to ſhew cauſe = 
as a foundation for their challenges, ; . bp 
He deſired their lordihips alſo to recollect that if he was over- — = 
ruled in this, he muſt be over- ruled in all; the conſequences c 
that is, that in chis moſt e extraordinary (pecies of trial, where no man 1 
living can foreſee the length of it, or the inconvenicnceof health 1 
that individuals may ſuffer in the cauſe of the trial, an invalid . 
_ be put into the box. Under theſe conſiderations he hoped = 8 
eir lordſhips would certainly think it more proper to call on MR 
ws Crown to affign reaſons for thoſe they have challenged, than 
to call forth other jurors to whom their lordſlips had given Re. 
indulgence, and whom conſequently he thought would not be =_ 
afterwards called. - +, . 
Nie then begged to ſay that he had ſaid this without the ſmalleſt „ 
imputation to the gentlemen that had now been called. _ 
Ar. Gibbs then obſerved that the nature of our, oak he , 
conceived to be this, the priſoner” is intitled to his challenges ge = 
all thoſe who are on the pannel, in the order in which they ſtand 
on the pannel, for this reaſon, it may be that ſome of thoſe gentle 
men, who when called ogthe panne] who were excuſed for , 
preſent, ſome for one cauſe and tome for another, I ſay it may hy 
| that thoſe the priſoner might have choſe to oy challenged 
ther than ſome that he did challenge. 
Mr. Purrier now begged to addreſs the EROS as it poſſibly 
would ſave times he ha to inform their lordſhips that he had 
laboured under a complaint for many years, that made it alto- 
_ gether unfit for him to be there, he could afture their lordſhips, 
and it was with ſtrict veracity he could declare it, that they would _ 
find within half the time of that trial, if he was one of the jury, = 
the trial would be interrupted 28 fue as he was alive Says he, 1! 
am ſure of it from the ſenſation that came over me on the Thur, 
day in Hardy” S trial, when came in to know when I ſhould be 
called again, and this is a fact that [ could have brought i 5 
nary 8 F 
Lord Preſident. You muſt be. ſ ws. TM oy 8 
Your ſtate of health is ſuch, that you believe yourſelf chogother — 
W able of going SO the Ries of this Urial 55 „ 


— 
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A. Altogether incapable. I am ſure of it. 1 
Mr. Tothe then addreſſed the Court. He begged pardon, but 
he found himſelf compelled to tell their Lordſhips that he ſhould, 
before that period, if he had not been over- ruled by his coun- 


ſel, witn whom he truſted his life, have contended very early - | 


Apainſt the challenges of the Crown. The ſtatute of the 33d 
of Edward the Firſt completely bars what they have done, al- 
though he knew that ſubſequent judicial proceedings had allowed 
the counſel of the Crown ro challenge, and not to relinquiſh _ 
thoſe challenges till the pannel was gone through. He hoped he 
ſhould be the moſt infirm man in the Court; he felt more anxiety. 
for the deſtruction of the criminal laws in this country than he 
did for any hazard that attended himſelf on that trial. When 
he had been travelling he had found himſelf in this cale—he had 
been either aſleep or inattentive, and when he had come to him- 
ſelf, or his attention had returned, he had ſuddeiily obſerved that 
there were not thoſe objects in the way that he had been uſed to 
ſee in that journey, and inſtantly he has recollected himſelf that 
he muſt be out of his road. What was to be done? why he had 
ſtopped, and gone back. Ihe ſame things happen in theſe pro- 
ceedings. It is tine we ſee where we are; we have gone out of 
the road; we have ſeen in a criminal cafe nine days trial; the 
Jury part and return day after day without ſhifting their linen, 
and unſhaven; the Judges quitting the Court again and again. 
A queſtion is put, what thall be done for the Jury? but no queſ- 
tian put, what ſhall be done with the Judge? By the law, an 
Engliſh jury were to ſtay to hear the cauſe to its end, and give. 
their verdict; the Judge is compelled equally to ſtay as well as 
the Jury; if the ſury are kept-unſhaven and unſhirted, fo ſhould 
* Judge; and becauſe with this Jury, when they retire from 
the Court, ſomebody goes with them as keepers, they are in 
cuſtody, ſo alſo is the judge in cuſtody ; he is in cuſtody on the 
bench, and the eyes of every perſon in the Court are his keepers ; 
and on this occaſion totally tae criminal law and practice of this 
country is exceedingly gone; and it is time it was recalled: for 
if the Crown are aliowed to challenge, together with the influ= 
ence over tlie officers who took the pannel, if the Crown ſhould 
ſtill take that advantage which has been granted in a judicial 
proceeding, but never entirely ſettled, (they had now returned 
them upwards of an hundred, and there were on the pannel two 
Hundred and twenty-eight,) the proportion of the power of the 
Crown in ſuch return as this were exceedingly great; they had 
an unlimitted challenge out of two huudred and twenty-eight, 
whilſt the priſoner could only challenge thirty-five, He deſired 
them to ſee what was become of the cringe) juriſdiction ; they 
7 R 985 no 
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no longer ſaw that ſucceſſion of objects to which they had been 

© accuſtomed. What was to be done? Stop, turn back, they muſt 
be in the wrong. The glorious ſtructure of the criminal law ot 
England is ſo great you cannot take out a ſingle ſtone but the 
whole building muſt tumble about your ears—it muſt tumble 
now, if we mean not to ſtop and turn back, becauſe he would 
rather die where he was, rather than conſent to what was the 
practice on the former trial; he moſt earneſtly begged that his 
Jurors may be Jurors in health, that he might be the only in- 
firm man in the Court, and his life the firſt victim, The laws 
of the land never intended a trial for High Treaſon, which 
ought to lay in the compaſs of the palm of his hand, to require 
three days to impreſs it on the minds of the Jury beſides the evĩ- 
dence. Therefore he anxiouſly begged that their Lordſhips 
would he ſo good as to let him die in that place, rather than that 
all the criminal law and practice of this country might be de- ; 
ſtroyed. He begged it now firmly that their Lordſhips would - 
turn their thoughts to the ſituation in which the country was 3 
brought, and that they would itop and turn back, 

Lord President. I do not e to what point this addreſs 


goes. . >. | | 
: Mr. Toke, My object, is, and I think I am intitled to it, " 
the Crown has by favour contrary to law, been accuſtomed to - 
challenge Jurors on the pannel. 1 bore it, becauſe I was overrul- _ 
ed by theſe gentlemen, on whoſe Judgment I rely, and in whom 


I place my life and fortune, altho' firmly perſuaded that the Taw 
was on my fide, I therefore forbore to object in the firſt inſtance. | 
to the challenges of the Crown, but the Crown having enjoyed _ = 
all thoſe advantages that haye been given them, as I have ſtated, RE 
and there are only infirm Jurymen left to make up this panne, ! 
think [ am infitled to call on the Crown to ſhew cauſe for their | 
„„ „ Re N „ . : 

Lord President The Counſel adviſed you very properly not 
to reſiſt the challenges for the Crown im the courſe that they were 

taken. The courle is clear, that the Crown has no peremptory 7, 

challenge, and is not bound to ſhew cauſe for the challenge until 7 
the pannel is gone through; but the Crown may challenge, as 
the pannel is gone through; that practice. is now fo eſtabliſhed, 
that we muſt take it to be the law of the land. At the 
ſame time I feel it neceſſary to mention this circumſtance, 

that it is become abſolutely neceſlary to make the panne! .Y 
vaſtly” more numerous than they were in ancient times, = 

and this might give to the Crown an improper advantage ariſ- 1 
ing out of that rule. Whenever I ſee that improper advantage 
attempted to be taken, it will be for the ſerious conſideration of = 
the Court, whether they would not put it in ſome train to prevent 


the : 


\ 
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the improper advantage from being taken. I do not fee at pre- 


any improper advantage has been taken by the Crown. 
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ſent that an ill uſe of that power has been taken. 


Q. How many have been challenged on the part of the 
ö e _ Ns 


„ A. Seven. 3 


Lord Preſident. Therefore I ſay it does not appear to me, that 


Mr.. Tote. Good God | ſeven is a majority of my Jury. 


Tord Prefident. We muſt go to the rule, and fee what it is; 
the rule is for the Crown to challenge, and when the pannel is 


ne through, the Crown is to ſhew cauſe of its challenges. 
he pannel is now gone through, with a reſerve of two or three 
caſes, who deſire to be excuſed; but on which cafes the Court 


were not determined, the excuſes being hardly ſuch as called on 


us in ſtrict juſtice to agree to the excuſe. he only queſtion 


now is, whether they are to be called upon now to ſerve before 


the Crown is put on ſhewing cauſe for its challenges. I take it 
for granted, we muſt finally determine on the caſe of theſe per- 
ſons, before the Crown can be put to its challenges. 
Mr. Toamke, Ackrowledoed infirmity is not fit to combat a 
trial, which is at leaſt to laſt 200 hours. -” 
r. Attorney General. Y our Lordſhips will obſerve, that in 
calling over this pannel, I think that rather better than half are 
either diſabled by health or by want of qualifications as free- 
holders of the county of Middleſex, or by other reaſonable ex- 
cules are difabled from ſerving. | A 
It has occurred in the courſe of this trial, that after the Jurors | 
were called oyer the firſt time, the defaulters were not called 
over the ſecond time, which I believe is uſual. With regard to 


What I am going to ſay, I have really felt for the priſoner, by 8 
again calling the pannel; and I feel it in this way, as he may 


have perhaps challenged A. when he would have challenge& B. 
inſtead of A. Therefore he is put into this ſituation, that he 


muſt either wave the challenge that he before made, or that he 
muſt take a perſon into the Jury, with that uneaſy ſenſation, 


which muſt neceſſarily impreſs the mind, from his having been 
before challenged. I was juſt going to {tte to your Lordſhips, 


3 5 that I did feel that; but in this ſtage of the buſineſs, without en- 


tering intoa great deal of matter, I am now ready to ad:nit, that 


the ſame circumſtances may happen to any other gentleman that 


may be called as well as the laſt, and therefore 1 certainly will 
not deſire to put the duty on any one gentleman who has not 
been called the ſecond time, but I deſire that the names of the 


defaulters may be called over, that it ſhould be underſtood that 
the juſtice of the country requires that they ſhould attend that 


have 
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have no reaſon why they mould not. 1 beg alſoto ſtate to 
your Lordſhips, that it certainly was not foreſeen what would 
be the caſe with ſuch a number of individuals on this pannel, 
however, wiſhing that this trial ſhouid proceed, I now wave all 
the objections to every perſon J hate challenged. 

Matthias Dupont, William Harwood, and Henry Bullock, the 
three firſt challenged by Mr. Auorney- General vere called 
and ſworn of the Jury. 


The Jury impannelled to try this cauſe were as follows? 


James Haygarth, Thomas Harriſon, Edward Hale, Thomas 


Draine, Matthew Whiting, Norriſon Covedale, Robert 


Mairis, William Cooke, Charles Pratt, Matthias D 
William Harwood, and Hemy Bullock, 


(The Indietment was then read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


Gentlemen, the priſoner at the bar, John Horne Tooke, is 
indicted, together with John Auguſtus Bonney, Steward Kyd, 
Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John 
Ritcher, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, 
and John Baxter, being ſubjects of our ſaid Lord the King, not 
having the fear of God in their hearts, nor weighing the duty 
of their allegiance, but being moved and ſeduced by the inſtiga- 
tion of the rl as falſe traitors againſt our ſaid Lord the King, 
their ſupreme, true, lawful, and undoubted Lord; and wholly 
withdrawing the cordial Lock and true and due obedience which 
cvery true and faithful ſubje& of our faid Lord the King ſhould, | 
and of right ought to bear towards our faid Lord the King, and 
contriving, and with all their ſtrength intending, traĩterouſly to 
break and diſturb the peace and common cranquility of this king= 
dom of Great Britain, and to ſtir, move, and excite inſurrection, 
rebellion, and war, againſt our ſaid Lord the King within this 
kingdom, and to' ſubvert and alter the legiſlature, 'rule, and go» 
vernment, now duly and happily eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, 
and to depoſe our ſaid Lord the King from the royal ſtate, ule, 
power, and government of this kingdom, ang to bring and put 
our ſaid Lord the King to death on the firſt day of March, in 
the thirty-third year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord the no- 
King, and on divers other days and times, as well before as 
after, at the pariſh of Saint Giles aforeſaid in the county of Mid- 


dleſex aforeſaid, maliciouſly and traiterouſly with force and are 
&c. did amongſt themſelves, and together with divers other falſe” h 


traitors, whoſe names are to the ſaid "1 urors unknown, Confpire, 


compaſs, imagine, and intend to flir up, move, and excite in- 


ſurrection, rebellion, and war, againſt our faid Lord the Kings 
within this kingdom of Great Britain, and to ſubvert and alter 


the Ore, rule, and 9 now duly and happily eſta- 
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bliſhed within this kingdom of Great Britain, and to depoſe our ſaid 
Lord the King from the royal ftate, title, power, and government 
of this kingdom, and to bring and put our ſaid Lord the King 


to death. Rs 5 | 
AND TO FULFIL, perfect, and to bring to effect their moſt 


evil and wicked treaſon, and treaſonable compaſſings and ima- 


| ginations aforeſaid, they the faid John Horne '] ooke, John Au- 


ouſtus © Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah Joyce, 'I homas 
Wardle, Thomas Holcroft; John Ritcher, Matthew Moore, 
hn Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and John Baxter, as ſuch 


falle traitors as aforeſaid, with force and arms, on the faid firſt 


day of March, in the thirty- third year aforefaid, and on divers 


other days and times, as well before as after, at the pariſh of 


Saint Giles aforeſaid, in the county of Middleſex aforeſaid, 
maliciouſly and traiterouſly did meet, con{p.re, conſult, and agree 


among themſelves and together with divers other falſe traitors, 
whoſe names are to the ſaid Jurors unknown, to cauſe and pro- 


Cure a Convention and Meeting of divers ſubjects of our ſaid 


Lord the King, to be afſemil-d and held within this kingdom, 


with intent and in order that the perſons to be aſſembled at ſuch 
Convention and Meeting ſhould and might wickedly and traiter- 


ouſly, without and in defiance of the authority and againſt the 


will of the Parliament of this kingdom, ſubvert and alter, and 


Cauſe to be ſubverted and altered, the legiſlature, rule, and go- 


vernment, now duly and happily c{tabliſued in this kingcom, and 
depoſe, and cauſe to be depoſed, our ſaid Lord the King, from 


the royal ſtate, title, power, and government thereof. 


AND FUxTHER TO FULFIL, perfect, and bring to 
eff. ct their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable com- 
paſſings and imaginations a oreſaid, and in order the more readily 
and effectually to aſſemble ſuch Convention and Meeting as 
aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes aforeſaid, and thereby 
to accompliſh the ſame purpoſes, they, the ſaid John Horne 
Fooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah 
Ii Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, 

atthew Moore, John 'T helwall, Richard Hodgſon, and John 
Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, together with divers 
other falſe traitors, whoſe names are to the Jurors aforeſaid un- 


. known, on the ſaid firſt day of March, in the thirty-third year 


' aforeſ11d, and on divers other days and times, as well before as 


after, with force and arms, at the pariſh of Saint Giles aforeſaid, 


in the county of Middleſex aforeſaid, maliciouſly and traiterouſly 


did compoſe and write, and did then and there maliciouſly and 
traiterouſly cauſ: to be compoſed and written divers books, pam- 


phlets, letters, inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, declarations, ad- 


grelles, and writings, and did then and there maliciouſly and trai- 


terouſly 
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writings ſo reſpectively compoſed, written, publithed, and 
cauſed to be compoſed, written and publiſhed, purporting and 
containing therein, amgng other things, incitements, encourage- 
ments, and ex hortations, to move, induce, and perſuade the fub=-. 


jects of our ſaid Lord the King to chooſe, depute, and ſend, and 


cauſe to be choſen, deputed, and ſent, perſons as delegates to 
compoſe and conſtitute ſuch Convention and Meeting as afore- 
ſaid, to be ſo holden as aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes afore- 
aid. | | s 

AND FURTHER TO FULFIL, perfect, and bring to 


effect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable com- 


paſſings and imaginations aforeſaid, and in order the more readily 


and effectually to aſſemble ſuch Convention and Meeting as 
aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes aforcfaid, and thereby to 


accomplith the ſaine purpoſes, they the faid lohn Horne Tooke, 


John Auguſtus Bonney, Steward K yd. Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas 2 


Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, Matthew Moore, John 


Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and John Baxter, as ſuch falſe . 


traitors as aforeſaid, on the ſaid firſt day of March, in the thirty= 
third year aforeſaid, and on divers other days and time s, as well 


before as after, with force and arms. at the parith of Saint 


Giles aforeſaid, in the county of Middleſex aforeiain, did meet, 


conſult, «nd deliberate among themſelves, and together with di- 


vers other falſe traitors whoſe names are to the {1d jurors un- 


known, of and concerning the calling and aſſembling tuch on- 


vegtion and Meeting as aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes 
aforeſaid, and how, when and where ſch Convention and Meet- 


Ing ſhould be aſſemibl d and held, and by what means the ſubjects. * 


of our ſad Lord the King ſhould and might be induced and 
moved to ſend perſons as delegates to compoſe and conftitute 
the ſame, 5 : | | 25 

AND FURTHER TO FULF L, perfect, and bring: to 


effect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſ nable com- 


paſſings and imaginations aforeſaid, and in order the mere 


readily and effectually to aſſemble ſuch Convention and 


Meeting as aforeſaid, for the traite:ous purpoſes aforeſaid, and 


thereby to accompliſh the ſame purpoſes, they the ſaid John 


Horne 1 ooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Steward Kyd, Jeremiah. 
Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holeroft, ohn Richter, Mat- 
thew Moore, john Thelwall, Richard Hodgfon, and John 
Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid; together with divers 


Other falſe traitors whoſe names are to the jurors. aforeſaid un- 
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 terouſly publiſh, and did then and there maliciouſly and traiter- 
_ ouſly cauſe to be publiſhed divers other books, pamphlets, letteis,  - 
inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, declarations, addreſſes and _ 
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' known, on the ſaid firſt day of March, in the thirty-third year 
aforefaid, and on divers other days and times, as well before as 
after, with force and arms, at the pariſh of Saint Giles aforefaid, 

in the county of Middlefex aforeſaid, maliciouſly and traiterouſly 

did conſent and agree that the faid feremiah Joyce, John Au- 

guſtus Bonney, John Horne Tooke, Thomas Wardle, Matthew 

Moore, John Thelwall, John Baxter, Richard Hodgſon, one 

John Lovett, one William Sharp, and one John Pearſon, ſhould 
meet, confer and co-operate among themſelves, and together with 
divers others falſe traitors whoſe names are to the ſaid Jurors 
unknown, for and towards the calling and aſſembling ſuch Con- 
vention and Meeting as aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes 

—WW 5 L | 

AND FURTHER TO. FULFIL, perfect and bring to 
effect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable 
compaſſings and imaginatlons aforeſaid, they, the ſaid 

John Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, 

Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John 

Richter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodg- 

ſon, and John Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, together 

wich divers other falte traitors whoſe names are to the N 
aforeſaid unknown, on the ſaid firſt day of March, in the thirty- 
third year aforeſaig, and on divers other days and times as well 
before as after, with force and arms at the pariſh of Saint Giles 
aforefaid, in the county of Middleſex aforefaid, maliciouſly and 

_ traiterouſly did cauſe and procure to be made and provided, and 

did then and there maliciouſly and traiterouſly conſent and agree 

to the making and providing of divers arms and offenſive weapons, 

to wit, guns, muſquets, pikes and axes, for the purpoſe of arming 
divers ſubjects of our ſaid Lord the King, in order and to the 
intent wat the fame ſubjects ſhould and might unlawfully, 
forcibly, and treitzrouſly oppoſe and withſtand our ſaid Lord the 
ing in the due and lawful exerciſe of his royal power and au- 
thority in the execution of the laws and ſtatutes of this realm, 
and ſhould and might unlawfully, forcibly, and traiterouſly ſub- 
BY vert and alter, and aid and aſſiſt in ſubverting and altering, with- 
out and in defiance of the authority and againſt the will of the 
Parliament of this kingdom, the Legiſlature, Rule, and Govern- 
ment now duly and happily eſtablihed in this kingdom, and 
depoſe and aid and aſſiſt in depoſing our faid Lord the King 
; ka the royal ſtate, title, power, and government of this king + 

om. | | OR 

AND FURTHER TO-FULFIL, perfect, and bring to 
effect, their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable 
: compaflings and imaginations aforeſaid, they the faid 
oo : | 9 1 8 John 
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| Tohn Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart 
ry Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holeroft, 
John Richter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard 
Hodgſon, and John Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, 
with force and arms on the faid firſt day of March, in the thir- 
ty-third year aforcſaid, and on divers other days and times. as 
well before as after, at the pariſh of St. Giles aforeſaid, in the 
county of Middleſex aforeſaid, maliciouſſy and craiteroully did 
| meet, conſpire, conſult, and agree among themſelves, and 
| with divers other falſe traitors, whoſe names to the ſaid Jurors 
are unknown, to raiſe, levy, and make inſurrection, rebellion, 
and war, within this kingdom of Great-Britain, againſt our 
ſaid Lord the King. 2 5 e 

AND FURTHER TO FULFIL, perfect, and bring 
to effect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable 
campaſſings and imaginations aforeſaid, they the faid John 
| Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Je- 
| remiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Rich- 
ter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and 
John Baxter, as fuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, on the faid firſt 
day of March; in the thirty-third year aforeſaid, and on divers 
other days and times, as well before as after, at the periſh of 
St. Giles aforcfaid, in the county of Middleſexsaforeſaid, with 
force and arms, maliciouſly and traiterouſly did meet, conſpire, 
conſult, and agree among themſelves, and together with divers 
other falſe traitors, whoſe names are to the ſaid Jurors: un- 
known, unlawfully, wickedly, and traiterouſly to ſubyert and 
alter, and cauſe to be ſubverted and altered, the legiſlature, 
rule, and government, now duly and happily eſtabliſhed in this 
kingdom, and to depoſe and cauſe to be depoſed, our faid Lord 
the King from the royal ſtate, title, power, and government of 
this kingdom ea, 2 | | 10 
AND FURTHER TO FULFIL, perfect, and bring to ef- 
fect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable com- 
paſſings and imaginations aforeſaid, and in order the more 
readily and effectually to hring about ſuch ſubverſion, alter- 
ation, and depoſition as laſt aforeſaid, they the faid John 
Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jere- 
miah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas: Holcroft, John Rich- 
ter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and 
John Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, together with 
divers other falſe traitors, whoſe names are to the Jurors afore- 
ſaid unknown, on the faid firſt day of March, in the thirty-third 
rear aforeſaid, and on divers other days and times, as well be- 
ar as after, at the pariſh of St. Giles aforeſaid, in the county 


1 


: z- 


0 VV 


of Middleſex aforeſaid, with force and arme, maliciouſly and 
traiterouſly did prepare and compoſe, and did then and there malici- 


ouſly and traiterouſly cauſe and procure to be prepared an com- 


poſed. divers books, pamphlets, letters, declarations, inſtruc- 
tions, refolutions, orders, addrefles; and writings; and did 
then and there maliciouſly and traiterouſly publiſh and diſperſe, 
and did then and there maliciouſly and traiterouſly cauſe and 
procure to be publiſhed and difperſed divers other books, pam- 


_ phlets, letters, declarations, inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, 


addrefſes, and writings; the {aid ſeveral books, pamphlets, let- 
ters, declarations, inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, addreſſes, 
and writings, fo reſpectively prepared, compoied, publiſhed, diſ- 
perſed, and cauſed to be prepared, compoſed, publiſhed, and 


diſperſed as laſt aforeſaid, purporting and containing therein 


(amongft othei things) incitements, encouragements, and ex- 
hortations, to move, induce, and perſuade the ſubjects of our 


ſaid Lord the King to aid and aſſiſt in carrying into effect ſuch 


traiterous ſ bverſion, alteration, and depoſition as laſt aforeſaid, 
and alſo containing therein, amongſt other things, information, 
inſtructions, and directions to the ſubjects of- our ſaid Lord the 
King, how, when, and upon what occaſions the traiterous pur- 


. Poſes laſt aforeſaid thould and might be carried into effect. 


AND FURTHER TO FULF:L, perſect, and bring 


to effect, their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſon- 


able compaſſings and imaginations aforeſaid, they the ſaid 
ohn Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, 
Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John 


Richter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, 


and John Baxter, as ſuch felſe traitors as aforeſaid, together 


with divers other falſe traitors, whote names are to the Jurors 


aforeſaid unknown, on the laid firſt day of March, in the thirty- 
third year aforefaid, and on divers other days and times, as well 
before as after, at the pariſh of St. Giles aforeſaid, inthe county 
of Middleſex aforeſaid, with force and arms. maliciouſly and 
traiterouſly did procure and provide, and did then and there ma- 
liciouſly and traitcroully cauſe and procure to be provided, and 
did then and there maliciouſty and traiterouſly conſent and agree 
to the procuring and providing arms and offenſive weapons, to 
wit, guns, muſquets, piss, and axes, therewith to levy and 
wage war, inſurrection, and rebellion, againſt our ſaid Lord 


the King, within this kingdom, againſt the duty of the alle - 
giance, and ag ainſt the peace of our ſaid Lord the now King, 


his crown and dignity, and againſt the form of the flatue in 
that caſe made and provided. | Es, 
The indictment was then opened by Mr. Percivall. 


After 
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After which Mr. SOLICITOR GungRAL proceeded to = 
open the caſe as follows : ; - 
Gentlemen of the_ Jury, you have heard the indictment i 
againſt the priſoner at the bar read, and you have heard it ſtated, — 
I therefore ſhall not detain your time by reciting it at large. 11 ] 
ſhall ſimply obſerve that it charges the priſoner with the a 
crime of High Treaſon, in compaſling the death of the King, 
laying as overt- acts of that treaſon as the law requires, various 
different acts which it attributes to the priſoner, any one of _ 0 
which, if proved, will require you to give your derdict, that e 
priſoner is guilty of that treaſon. The main ens of theſe . 
acts are a conſpiracy to ſubvert and alter the legiſlature, rule 
and government of the kingdom, and to depoſe the RIG from 
his royal ſtate, power, and government. | 
The law on this ſubject is perfectly clear, that any acts done, 5 
the conſequence of which may endanger the "life of the King, ' * 
taken to be an act done-in purſuance of an intent to compaſs | < 
the death of the King, demonſtrated * that act, that is che e 2 
crime of High 'I reaſon. 
Gentlemen, the diſtinct imagination of perſonal 15880 to the 
King forms neceſſarily no part of this charge, nor is it material 
whether a perſon ſo charged had in his contemplation all the 
conſequences of that which he is about to do, it is ſufficient, if 
ſuch are the probable and ordinary conſequences of tnat which 
he is about to do. It has therefore been held that conſpiring to 
depoſe the King, is cicariy an act of High Freaſon, becauſe it 
is an act, which in its conſequences tends to bring the King' s 
life into danger. * 
In conſpiring in any degree to deprive he King of his Wi 
authority, by means of which thote who ought to be ſubjects * 
ſhall command, and the King ſhall be bound to obey authorities 
which the conſtitution of the government has not required of 
him to obey, that is a conſpiracy to depoſe the King, and has 
been umformly held to be High Treaſon, 
I therefore, Gentlemen, tall not detain you with any diſ- 
cuſſion of the law on the ſubject, becauſe I take it to be ſo clear | 
and plain, that if within your belief the charge of a conſpiracy _ : 
to ſubvert the legiſlature, rule, and government of. the kingdom, 
and to depoſe the King from his royal ſtate, power and govern- 
ment is proved, the conſequences muſt neceffarily follow, ſup-- 
poſing the priſoner at the bar to be brought within the charge, 
that he is guilty of the crime of High Treaſon. 
Gentlemen, I feel, I very deeply feel the importance of the 
caſe before me; and feeling that, I feel my own yn inſuthciency for = 
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e task impoſed bn ine. 1 know not what may be the conſe⸗ 


quences of the event of this trial, whether that conſtitution to 


which a great majority of the people of the country are uniform- 


_ ty attached is to be defended by the law of the country, or whether 


thoſe that have formed that attachment may be compelled to rally 
round its ſtandard and defend it by their own arms and force, I 

hope and truſt that no ſuch event will take placde. 

aut, Gentlemen, feeling as 1 do, I am oppreſſed by the, 
weight of the caſe, perhaps it may be ſuſpicion. I attribute to 
the priſoner, together with others, a conſpiracy to depoſe the 
King, a deliberate plan to ſubvert the conſtitution of the ſove- 


reign power as by law eſtabliſhed, and to execute that plan by his 


' own force, and by the force of thoſe whom he hoped to draw to 
„% . 8 „„ 
This, Gentlemen, whatever the object was to be, whatever 


the conſequence, whether it was to eſtabliſh one form of go- 


vernment or another, whether to effect one fort of change or 


©. Another, is, I conceive, unqueſtionably depoſing the King, de- 


priving him for the purpoſe at leaſt of his royal ſtate, crown, and 


"dignity, and maklug him, who is to command, obey, Whether 


therefore it was in Contemplation of the prifoner, the formation 
of a new government, of one kind or another; a government, 
of King, Lords, and Commons, conſtituting any part of that 
governinent different to what it now'is, or a government by a 


general aſſembly without the King and Lords, it appears to me 


to be exactly the ſame thing, it is altering the conſtitution of the 


eſtabliſhed government, by a power, which, according to that 


- conſtitution, cannot be permitted to alter it, namely, by the 
force of individuals, and not by the act of the conſtituted power 
itſelf. | EE | | | 
Gentlemen, after the length oftime which has elapſed, even 

from the act of ſummoning you to the ſituation in which youmow 
ſttand, and eſpecially conſidering what the length of the preſent 
trial may be, I will not detain you by opening to you in detail 
what the evidence will be that is to be laid before you. L ſhall 
endeavour to confine myſelf to giving you a. general outline, 


which 1 hope will enable you, as the evidence ſhall be offered to 


you, to combine the ſeveral parts, to apply it to the ſubject, 


1 conceive ought to be drawn from it. 


and to underſtand the whole drawing from it, that reſult, which 


- Gentlemen, as I obſerved to you, I attribute to the priſoner, 
and thoſe with whom he was connected, a conſpiracy to effect a 
change in the ſovereign power of the ſtate by their own force, 


that ſovereign power, which you well know, according to the 
- conſtitution of our government, is conſtituted of the King, 
| . Lords, 


3 4 


— 


= 


argument; they held it out themſelves to the world, that they 
were determined to deſtroy the foundation of it; tho? they deter 
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Lords, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, in matters of a 
Legiſlation, the King acting in ſeveral ways, which the conſtitu- 


tion requires in the adminiſtration of its government. 


SGentlemen, I attribute to the priſoner at the bar, that for the 


purpoſe of accompliſhing that conſpiracy with which I charge him, 
he and thoſe with whom he was aſſociated have quarrelled,- not 


merely with the adminiſtration of the government of the coun 
try, have quarrelled not merely with the form of the conſtitu- 


tion of that government, but with the principles on which that 


conſtitution was founded; the objections theretore are radical 
and entire. = _ 


Gentlemen, it has been aſſerted, that no government can be 
lawful, but a government founded on what is termed the rights 
of man. Ot conſequence, if that poſition is true, it muſt 


neceflarily follow, that. every other deſcription of government 


is unlawful, and that it is a ſort of duty on every man to deſtroy 


a government fo unlawfully conſtituted, and it muſt occur im- 
mediately to. you, gentlemen, that this muſt be a ſyſtem of uni- 
verſal confuſion throughout the world, for according to their 


own declarations on the ſubject, there exiits ho government 


perfectly ſo conſtituted, 5 | | 
Gentlemen, it ſuch was the deſign of thoſe, who are engag= 


ed in this conſpiracy, againſt which I alledge various acts to- 


wards the accompliſhment of that deſign. 1 conceive it to have 
been an overt act of high treafon againft his Majeſty and his 
government; for it was an overt act towards the accompinh= 


ment of a deſign—which deſign had in view the ſubverio of 
the conſtitution of that government; and neceſſarily had it in 
view, becauſe it declared that the government itlelf was found- 
ed on principles, on which no government ought to ftand, or 


could ſtand. | 


Gentlemen, I well remember, when thoſe who were alarmed © 
by what had been piling in France, were told that their alarms 
were ill- ounded; when it was ſaid to them, Why are ye alarmed: 
at what is paſſing in France, the legiflature of the two countries 
are totally different: in France they had no government which 


could form the ſubject of attachment to the people; they had a 
government which was in principle tyrenny; a government 


which was deteſted by all the people, and which therefore tell 
the moment it was attacked; for governments can only Tubliſt - 


in the opinion and love of the people; but the Britiſh govern= 


ment is firmly and deeply rooted in the hearts of the people; 


and therefore, it was ſaid, you have no cauſe to fear. 


Gentlemen, the argument was juſt; and the priſoner at the bar, 


and thoſe who were engaged with him, felt the truth of that 


mined to deſtroy that attachment, that opinion, which they them 


hart, 


i 
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ſelves ſtated to be the ſecurity of the Britiſh conſtitution, in 


the difference between the ſituation of France, and the ſitua- 


tion of Great-Britain; it was therefore, they thought, that no 
government could be lawful, but that which was founded on 


What they call the rights of man, which they interpreted to in- 


clude, amongſt other things, the rights of equal active citizen- 


AID, 


SGentlemen, the right of equal active citizenſhip was neceſ- 
ſarily inconſiſtent with the principles of the Britiſh government; 


for the right, of equal active citizenſhip cannot exiſt. with an he- 
reditary King, or an hereditary Houſe of Lords. The moment, 
therefore, that equal active citizenſhip was laid down as a right of 
man, an indeſeaſible imperſcriptible right of man, and no go- 
verument could lawfully exiſt which was not founded on the 


principles of the rights of man. It was faid, that the Britiſh 


government was unlawfully conſtituted ; that therefore the ſub- 
jects of that government could not lawfully be bound by it; in 


ſhort, it tended inſtantly to deſtroy, not only the faith of that al- 


— 


legiance, which we all ought to bear to the government, but it 


tends to deftroy all that ppinion, on which alone it was ſtated, 
that there exiſted a difference between this country and France; 
the moment it was found that government, as eſtabliſhed in this 


country, was not that to which the people ought to be attached, 
but on the contrary, 2 government founded on injuſtice and op- 
preſſion ; in that very moment, the ſituation of this country 


Was become exactly the ſame as that of France; for what de- 
- froyed the conſtitution, the government of France, but its to- 


tal failure in the opinion of the people of the country. _ 


Gentlemen, you will find in a bill which will be produced 
unto you, what I have now been ſtating, and enlarged upon, and 
ſtated with much more clearneſs, and much more preciſion, 


than I am able to ſtate it to you, I wiſh to read the paſſage 
at the moment, becauſe it is ſtated with great abilities in a 


work of Joel Barlow, The people were taught, in conſequence 


_ of=thele doctrines, that they were ſlaves, that their government 


was not as they 1magined—a free government—but it was a go- 


TL % ernment | of conception —and that theſe confequences were 


© 


not that which we ſuppoſed, nor was it as much freedom as we 
ſuppoſed it to be, conſiſtent with good order; but that it was 


* 


a complete ſyſtem of flavery and oppreſſion. They were taught 


likewife, that they muſt emancipate themſelves, 


Now Gentlemen it ſeems to me, that this doctrine being 


eſtabliſhed, a great length is gone, if they ſucceed in making 


way in the minds of the people towards the abſolute ſubverſion 
of our exiſting government ; and gentlemen, I would obſerve 
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that it is immaterial for your eanMideration, whether the priſoner N 

at the bar meant this, it is the principles I have ſtated to . 
| TE RS „„ ; <A 


may be juſt or not. 3 OO 
Or whether he meant to eſtabliſn a government clearlyſfound = 
on theſe principles. Or whether he conceived. that a govern= * = 
ment found on the ſuppoſed principles of the Rights of Mn. 
was or was not the beſt government which eould be eſtabliſhed. ll 
it ſeems to me, gentlemen, as I have ſtated to you, totally  * 

- immaterial, he meant to uſe theſe principles to deſtroy the exiſt= = 
ing government, that is what I charge him with, and if you halal! 
be of the opinion that he meant to uſe the propagation of theſe. _ I 
principles as a means to deſtroy the exiſting government, and 
that he did propagate theſe principles, the charge I conceive is 
compleat, and j would obſerve to you here, gentlemen, that when 

ever perſons conſpire againſt the exiſting government of a coun. 


| ty, it is impoſſible for them to anſwer for all the conequences, it 
is impoſſible for them to ſay, fo far we will go and no farther, _ = 
for when the exiſting powers are deſtroyed, in the interval be- 4 
tween that deſtruction and the erection of a new government, te 


country mult neceſſarily be in a ſtate of anarchy, and in a ſtate f | 
confuſion, and thoſe who have excited to the meaſures that hive 
led to the deſtruction of the exiſting government, may have been 2 
fo excited by a variety of means, and by a variety of objects, 
may have had ſuch different paſhons, and ſuch different views 
to gratify, that no one man, that no body of men can venture 
to lay where all that will end. „ : Si 
Gentlemen, if we want an inſtance to illuſtrate what Fam 
now ſtating to you, there is a neighbouring country in which 

that is completely illuſtrated. -  _ OED 6 | 

Gentlemen, the priſoner at the bar, and thoſe whom I have 
charged with him, did not content themſelves with ſimply en- 
deavouring thus to deſtroy in the minds of the peaple, their 
affection and attachment to the Britiſh Government, by at- 2 
tacking the principles on which it was founded, and by ende 
vouring to eſtabliſh as the ſole juſt principles, principles incom= _« 
patible to that government, they made uſe of every thing elſe © 


that might anſwer their purpoſe. _ SET A 3 
Gentlemen, you all know that a reform in the Houſe of Comm 
mons has long been the object of complaint, and which hass 
long been purſued with a conftderable degree of -eagerneſs by © - 0 
ſeveral different perſons, and that various propoſals have been 
from time to time mage for the reform of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, propoſals differing extremely on the principles on which + 
they were founded, ſome more moderate attempts, others more 
violent, and perhaps their very variety ſhewing the dike of — 


Fg 


accompliſhing that reform which they p: opoſe, _ +, 2 
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racy, never attempted to lead into the public any plan of mo- 


- which has been generally eſteemed in other countries, in thoſe 
countries where there has been an idea of the repreſentatives of 


tte people I mean in America, and in France according to the 
©". Conſtitution of 1794) was deemed imperfect, I mean the plan of 


univerſal ſuffrage. 5 15 Tp | 
Gentlemen, this ſyſtem had many things to recommend it to 


you. It was uſcful to miſleady it had originally to a certain 
degree, the ſanction of a conſiderable name, that of the Duke 
of Richmond, and it h:d been frequently agitated, but you will 
recolle&, gentlemen, that that was ſome years ago, that for a 


- conſiderable time paſt it had been by the majority of the think- 


ing people in the country, conſidering in itſelf as impracticable, 


and it was perfectly well known that the leading gentlemen, who 


form what is commonly called the oppoſition in parliament, whate 
ever views they might have of parliamentary reform, never con- 
ceived any intent of going to that extent; on the contrary, that 


they were in general extremely adverſe to it, and it will be 


fhewa to you in the courſe of the tranſactions that will be laid 


before you, that this was clearly and diſtinctly known to the 


perſons who were engaged in the conſpiracy I have mentioned, 
and particularly that the man, of whoſe abilities I cannot poſ- 
ſibly ſpeak too high, and differing as I do from him in many re- 
ſpects, a man for whom, in reſpect of abilities, I cannot with- 
hold the utmoſt tribute of eſteem, 1 mean Mr. Fox; it was 
well known that he was a pr” averſe to it, that he conceived 


I that the propoſal of univerial ſuffrage and annual Parliaments 


was in fact a propolition of univerſal confuſion. 


ject of the c 


. 


Gentlemen, you will find therefore, that he was determined 
not to ſupport the meaſure of that ſort, and on the contrary,” when 
a petition was offered by his conſtituents containing a prayer to 


THE TRIAL r ä 


8 : KI * IG : . 5. 5 58 apy ; fs *. 5 : 2 
But, gentlemen, the perſons WH are charged with this.conſpi- 


he Houſe of Commons, but they aſſume one . 


that effect, he declingd preſenting it, fo far as he thought he could 


with propriety decline preſenting it, as coming from his conſti- 


tuents, but begged he might not be called upon to preſent it, 
becauſe he ſhould conceive it was his duty to oppoſe it. _ 
+ Gentlemen, the priſoner at the bar was perfectly aware of all 
theſe circumftances ; he knew that if univerſal ft 


of the Houſe of Commons, it muſt be rejeced; becauſe, in all 


* . 


be hardly found one to vote for it. | 


probability, amongſt all the advocates of reform, there would 


tant or you to confider, becauſe, as-it ſtrikes me, it evidently. 
proves that reform in the Houſe of Commons was not the ob- 
onſpirators; it was therefore reſolved that univerſal 
—_ ( | ſuffrage. 


__- Therefore, Gentlemen, this I conceive to be very impor- 


0 5 . CI trage and an- 
nual Parliaments were propoſed to Parliament itſelf, as a reform 


* 


tufage in ct 1 Parlement 55 a e never we „ —— _ 
parted from; that the people were to be taught to inſiſt on that 5 - =o 
at the leaſt, nod; then they were likewiſe to be taught that if that | 
Was granted all would follow. | 1 
Gentlemen, I have no doubt of the conſequences; I can + 
frame no ſort of heſitation in my mind that every conſcqueuce | 
of confuſion muſt ariſe from ſuch an end. fo 
Gentlemen, knowing that ſuch a propoſition would never he 95 
acceded to, the making of the propoſition, and inſiſting on it ag 
a principle never to de departed from, neceſſarily raiſed a per- 
petual bar agaiuſt reform by Parliament, becauſe if they were de- 3 
termined to accept only that which they knew all parties would re- by 
ect it was impoſſible that they ſhould ſeriouſly have in their vier 
any intention of obtaining a reform by Parliament. The con- : 
ſequence alſo neceſſarily follows, that thoſe in whom they hal 
raiſed diſcontent, that thoſe in whom they had raiſed a perſuaſion 1 
that univerſal ſuffrage and annual Parliaments was their unalien- 
able right, that it was that they ought to inſiſt upon and never ts 


depart from, which they were to urge at the hazard of their "= 
lives; the people to whom this was taught were neceſſarily _ 2 
| alſo taught that what they withed to obtain they were to obtain 3 
by their own force, for there were only two ways by which it ©. 
could be obtained—by the acts of, the conſtituted legiſlature, 


or by the force and power of the perſons riſing in oppoſition to 
that conſtituted legiſlature; i,, therefore, they \ were once taught 
| that the conſtituted legiſlature never would accede to their pro- 
polition, and they mult neceffarily have fo conceived, then the 
only alternative Was clear, they were toeffe vit bytheir own force. 
Zut, Gentlemen, they went ſtill further than this, for they 
taught the people that Parliament could not reform itſelf; that 4 
a reform of any part of the conſtitution of the soverßmeng gd ä 
only be by the people, aſſembled in What was called a conſſi > 
aſſembly; and if you look through the works of Mr. Paine par- 5 1 
ticularly, you will find this doctrinz clearly, evidently, and re- | __ * _— 
peatedly laid down, that that Parliament could not reform itſel ;; 
wr it was againſt and contrary to the ature and conſtitution of , JG 
Parliament; and particularly alluding to a bill brought into the 


Houſe of Commons for that purpoſe b; y Mr. Pitt, it was alerted L! 
by Mr. Paine thar th t proceeded totally on 2 wrong principle, 
that it was totally impoſſible for che pa \ritament to reform ie 
Gentlemen, if it was totally mpoſible for the Parliament . 7 
reform itſelf, and if the Parliament needed reform, the re. 


ſoning is ch decifive, and coneluſive, that the reform was - 
only to be effected by the people acting for themſe Ives; and it 
mult alſo appear to you, that the prople cannot act for themſclves, 1 
but on the diſſolution of the exiſting government, and tha le- 
giſlature, which according to the conſtitution of, the exiſting Fg 
EEE Qught to act for them. 
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„ Gentlemen, the terms untverfal ſuffrage and annual pathias 
ments, were capable of being applied not only to the Houſe of 
Commons but to both Houſes of Parliament, or to all the 
branches of the Legiſlature ; they are general terms, capable of 
that application, and you will find in the courſe of the evidence 
that will be laid before you, that they were never diſtinctly ap- 
plied to the Houſe of Commons, but they were frequently ap- 
palwied to in ſuch terms, that you can have no doubt, that they 
apply to both the Houſes of the Legiſlature, and that in truth, 
"they were indirectly applied to all the three branches of the le- 
1 giſlature. SR On LM wr Oe RO 
——_ Gentlemen, they are particularly ſo applied in ſome of the 
papers, which will be ſubmitted to you in terms which it is im- 
poſſible to doubt, becauſe, when principles are laid down to- 
tally incompatible with the exiſtence of any hereditary body, 
 ».. and when the term univerſal ſuffrage are applied to a parliament 
8 > conſtantly on thoſe principles, the reſult is neceſſarily clear and 
| lain. | 7 - „ 
. Gentlemen, you will find it aſſerted, that the civil rights of 
every individual are equal in the voice of the making of laws, 
and in the choice of perſons by whom theſe laws are to be ad- 
. miniſtered. 15 of of 
„ * Ik! ben, Gentlemen, you will find .it aſſerted, that a total de- 
5 parture from this principle of equality in the election of the le- 
giſlative body, called the Houſe of Commons, is the chief 
cauſe: why the people of Great Britain are deprived of the fore- 
going principles of univerſal ſuffrage. K N 
And you will find accordingly, in papers which will be pro- 
duced to you, that the parliament, when ſpoken of, is ſpoken of 
as a people's parliament, and as wholly electi ve. 
Sentlemen, when the minds of men were led to this point, 
when the minds of men conceive that univerſal ſuffrage was 
their indefeaſible right, even independent of that principle to 
: which I can give no name, but a miſchievous name of equal 
active citizenſhip, when applied both to the formation of the 
legiſlature and adminiſtration of the laws, becauſe it neceſſarily 
includes a complete elective government; but independent of 
that principle, the moment it was-eftabliſhed, that univerſal ſuf- 
frage equally applied to the Houſe of Commons, was the un- 
alienable right of all men, when it was known. that the exiſting 
legiſlature would not conceed in; and when it was likewiſe 
taught to the people that the legiſlature could not reform itſelf, 
even if it was diſpoſed to do it; the minds of men were brought 
to be perfectly ripe for the overthrow of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
= andit the diſſemination of theſe principles had proceeded to ſuch 
an extent, as to work their way among a very large body of 
the people. You muſt be ſenſible that nothing but extreme 
_ contuſion muſt follow, , _ TY F 
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' Gentlemen, There are many men who are not likely to be 
| moved by mere ſpeculative things: therefore, the rights of man, 
the rights of equal active citizenſhip, the rights of univerſal ſuf- 
frage, was not likely to work on the minds of a great numberof 
people ; they therefore were to be worked upon by other means; 
and every ſubject revived which could be taken up as a 1 to 
inflame. The ſubject of tythes, for inſtance, the incloſure of 
commons, the public debt, the expences of a monarchy com- 
pared to the cheapnels of a republic. Every article of this ſort 
you will find made uſe of for the purpoſe, and avowedly for tue 
purpoſe of working on the minds of thoſe men who are too ſtu- 2 
pid, as it was ſaid, to be worked upon by more liberal means, 
by applying their reaſon to the principles of government. "The 
poor were to be taught, that they were _ opprefied by. a 
combination of the rich; and to the rich, in which ſeemed to be 


included, all who had any property were to be given the name of = 
Ariſtocracy, and under theſe terms the poor: were to be ſet — 
againſt the rich; and it was to be endeavoured to excite thoſe 
who had nothing, to aim at taking that which other men poſſeſ- 4 
ſed, becauſe it was alledged, that the means by which they had | 4 
become poſſeſſed of it were not lawful means. . . A 


Gentlemen, you mult all ſee, that we are to advert to the. 


origin of every man, with reſpect to the property he has; and I 
if that is to be ſcrutinized with the utmoſt anxiety and care, it 1 
will be difficult to ſay, what property is ſafe, or on what princi- 4 
ple it ſhall be ſaid, that ſuch a man has a juſt title to his proper» 1 


ty, and ſuch a man has not. 1 1 : 2 
Gentlemen, the rule that has generally been given as the = 
ſafe, preſerving rule, has been, that a man has ſuch a right tod 


that property which the laws of his country ſupport him in the = 
poſſeſſion. If we go beyond that, it is impoſſible to ſay, Where 
it will end. 3 | BE. _ 


And if you advert to what has paſſed in France, you will ſee 1 
the neceſſity of adhering ſtrictly to the principle I have ſtated, 
namely, that a man has a right to that property which the laws : 
of his country ſay he ſhalf be protected in, and that perſons = © 
Ta not dare to {trip him of property under pretence of other 
Hue: JJ op ot ER 
Gentlemen, if however the minds of men could be inflamed,  * | 
whether thoſe whoſe minds were capable of being acted upon EF | 
by the rights of men, or the principles of governmentty or thoſe. © 
groſſer minds that were to be worked upon by theif bn int: 
reſts, without adverting to the diſtinction of that which muſt be 
the neceſſary conſequences: of all government, and thoſe that 
may be the vices of government, or ſimply the faults in the ad. 
miniſtration of that government. You will eaſily Tee that Wwouen 
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minds are inflamed by all theſe means, the conſequences Would 
be preciſely the ſame, if people are but irritated againſt the ex- 
iſting government in the country, they are eaſily led to overthrow 


that government. VCA 
Gentlemen, all theſe arts were uſed to obtain what you will 


nnd termed the great end, the grand plan, the common cauſe of 
England and of France, univerſal emancipation, a language 


likely to catch a great number of pcople, who might not reflect 
with any great correctneſs on the terms uſed, or the conſe- 
quences which were to {ollow from it. | : . 
Gentlemen, I have ſtated. to you what I conceive to be the 
extent of the conſpiracy. But, gentleinen, if it was in the view 
of the priſoner, the prevailing on the people to change any thing 
in the conſtitution of the government by their own authority, 
and he acted in purſuance of that view, then gentlemen, I con- 
ceive he was equilly guilty of the crime with which he is charged, 
he had that in view which he could not expect to be told the 


people when excited, would not act on what he wiſhed, but on 


what they choſe to with, and perhaps the fecurity of himſelf, 


and the ſecurity of others who might be engaged with him, per- 

haps the fecurity of others totally deſerting him, might require 

going the length which it was not in his contemplation, 4 
This, therefore, Gentlemen, by the law of England, when 


men form a plan, the conſequences of which may lead to the 
deſtruction of government in any of its parts, the conſequences 


of which, if the government is to be deſtroyed in any of its 
parts, which muſt lead to that egtent, at leaſt the depoſition of 


the King, the perſons ſo engaged are conceived to form a deſign 


of compaſting the death of the King, and therefore to be guilty 
of High Treaſon, whatever their leaders might have originally 


. Intended, becauſe they were engaged in that with which they 


cannot command the conſequences, | 


And this, Gentlemen, as a princip'e conſtituting High 
Treafon was found to be abſolutely neceſſary for the ſecurity of 
ESC. JE. | She 

Gentlemen, the means by which the perſons who were en 
gaged in this conſpiracy were to accompliſh their ends, was prin- 
cipally to be effected by that affociation and clubs, which has ef- 


| feed the ſame thing in France, that aſſociation which we are 


now to hope may poſſibly be put an end to in that country, 
whereas it has been found that the exiſtence of any government 
is totally incompatible with the exiſtence of ſuch affociating 


clubs and ſocieties as had been formed in France, conſiſting of 
what was called the Jacobine Club, and ſeveral aſſociated znd 


affiliated Clubs to the amount of forty thouſand all over France; 


and you will ſee that it was clearly and diſtinctly in the view of 


tbe 
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| the priſoner at the bar, and thoſe engaged with him to ef- 
tabliſh.the lame tort of aſſociation of clubs, united by the 
ſtrongeſt means, and by the cloſeſt correſpondence; through- 
out all the country, to diſſeminate them from town to town 
| and from village to village, until the whole body of the peo- 
ple, that is the whole body of thoſe who-ſhall enter into 
thele clubs ſhould be fo united, that they ſhould move for- 
ward all at once; and this, you muſt neceſſarily perceive, 
not contradicted, muſt lead to the deſtruction of any coun- 
try, for if in ſuch a capital as this, a body of men 1s formed 
acting in concert with other bodies of mien, disperſed thro' 
the whole country, whole name, number, union, and force 
can never be calculated, but they are a united body, actin 
| in perfect order, acting as a ſtate within the ſtate it{elf; hav- 
ing all the force and compactneſs of a ſtate not ſubject to 
any controul whateyer. DR . 
Gentlemen, I have ſtated to you that this was an imitation 
of the Jacobin club at Paris, and the ſeveral parts of its aſ- 
ſociated ſocieties; and, perhaps, in ſtating that I do injuſ- 
tice to that Jacobin club, for I know not whether in fact the 
French did not copy from them; but, however, whoeyer 
was the original, you will find-one ſet of ſocieties hailing 
the other as brethren and fellow labourers in the ſame cauſe. 
Gentlemen, the principal of theſe two ſocieties were, one 
called the Society for Conſtitutional Information, of which 
the priſoner at 4. bar had been long a member, the other 
called the London Correſponding Society, which was inſti- 
tuted in the year 1792, and which, I think you will hear by 
the evidence, directly under the patronage of the priſoner at 
the bar. The principles of thele two ſocieties you will find 
to be univerially, as, I think you will be convinced by the 
evidence, republicaniſm. Theix conſtitution was, in a 
great degree, not {o, becauſe you will find that the conſti- 
| tution of theie ſocieties led to what may be termed the moſt - 
ariſtocratical government that ever exiſted in any country. 
{I will inſtance the London Correſponding Society, they 
were to be divided in what was called diviions, I think in 
London there were to be to the amount of thirty when full, 
however I believe theſe diviſions were never completed; I _ 
believe about ſixteen or eighteen was the number that were . 
formed; each of theſe diviſions were to choſe a delegate, 
the delegates of each of theſe diviſions meeting in what was 
termed a Committee of Delegates; the Committee of Dele- 
gates had another committee, to which the name of the 
Committee of Correſpondence, and a ſecret committee was 
attributed, the true name, I believe, was the Com 
mittee of Correſpondence, but it ſoon got the name of the 
„ 5 e = Secret 
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Secret Committee, and in the end it was ſo ſecret a.commit- 


tee, that the names of the men was not named to the 'reſt of 


F e 


the ſociety who were of this committee. _ 2 
So, Gentlemen, you will ſee in truth that this London 


Correſponding Society which is repreſented as conſiſting of 


six thouſand members, was governed by eighteen or twenty 


delegates, who were alſo governed by a ſmall committee of 
five or ſix, I am not certain which; the conſequence was 
that in truth, the five or ſix were the active men, and the 
others were merely to be uſed as the five or ſix choſe. i 

Gentlemen, with reſpect to the Society for Conſtitutional 
information, that had been formed many years ago, it 


therefore had been formed on very different principles, and 


on principles on which common clubs and aſſociations of the 
ſame kind are formed, and at its firſt inſtitution could boaſt 
of many reſpectable names, but the reſpectable names who 
had been originally added to it, by degrees fell off, and you 
will find that in latter years, e in the courſe of 
the three laſt years, the priſoner at the bar, and a few other 


perſons, have been the only conſtantly attending members. 


You will find that they likewite, in the end, framed a 


Committee of Correſpondence, which tended to give their : 


conſtitution ſomething of the ſame nature as the conſtitu- 
tion of the London Correſponding Society. But their ſo- 
ciety being imall in number, further was not neceſſary with 
5 Pert to the ſociety for Conſtitutional Information. 

_ Gentlemen, theſe ſocieties correſponded with a number 
of other ſocieties throughout the kingdom; and you will 
have in evidence before you, they correſponded with a ſo- 
ciety at Southwark, with a ſociety at Mancheſter, with a 
ſociety at Sheffield, with a ſociety at Norwich, and ſome 
other {ocieties I believe. And when you advert to the cor- 


_ reſpondence between theſe ſocieties, to the declarations of 
theſe ſeveral focieties, adopted as they were by the ſociety 


of Conſtitutional Information, which was that to which they 


all looked up, particularly to the priſoner at the bar, as the 


leader of that ſociety, you will find that theſe principles led 
to the eſtabliſhment of what is called Mr. Paine's Rights of 
Man, and conſequently to the total deſtruction of the Bri- 
tiſh Government. „ „„ 
For, if yeu advert in any degree to what is laid down in 
Mr. Paine's book, you will find that what he aſſerts is to- 


tally incompatible with the exiftence of the Britith Govern- 


ment, as it now ſtands in this country. OG: 
You will find, gentlemen, it is perpetually aſſerted by 
Mr. Paine, that in whatever manner the ſeparate parts of a 


conſtitution may be arranged, there is one general age 
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that diſtinguiſhes freedom from ſlavery. That all he- 
riditary government on a people, is to them a ſpecies of ſla- 
very, and repreſentative governments, freedom, that mo- 
narchy would not have continued ſo many ages in the world, 
had it not been for the abuſes it protects; that it is the maſter- 
fraud which ſhelters all others. By admitting the partici- 
pation of its ſpoil, it makes itſelf friends, and when it ceaſes 
to do this, it will ceafe to be the idol of courtiers. As the 
principles on which conſtitutions are now formed (advertin 
to the American conſtitution, and that formed in France 
rejects all heriditary pretentions to government; it allo re- 
jects all that catalogue of aſſumptions known by the name of 
prerogative.” And then aſſerts that the oath called the ei- 
vic oath in France, viz. the nation, the law, and the king, 
is improper ; if taken at all it IN to be to the nation only, 
and I am now ſpeaking of the firſt part of the Rights of Man, 
in which he foretells, in clear and decifive terms, that mo- 
narchy will not continue in France, and the reaſon he gives 
for it is a reaſon which unqueſtionably was in itfelf unan- 
ſwerable, namely, that it was inconſiſtent with the prinei- 
ples on which the government in France ſubſiſted, for he 
conceived that the principles on which the conſtituted aſ- 
ſembly in 1791 had formed a government on the principles 
of the Rights of Man, as he calls it, and it 1s perfectly true 
that monarchy was perfectly inconſiſtent with theſe princi- 
ples, he therefore ſpeaks in unequivocal terms of the ap- 
proaching diſſolution of monarchy in France. And he, as 
well as Mr. Joel Barlow, you will find conſidering in their 
ſeveral works that the perions who acceeded to retaining the 
king in the government of 1791, did fo only out of rejpect 
to the prejudices of the people, becauſe they conceive the 
ople were not ripe for the deſtruction of the government 
altogether, therefore they eſtabliſhed a government in which + 
the king] office remained, but formed on principles fo op- 
ite to ken lere monarchical government, it was impoſ- 
ible both ſhould ſtand together, therefore the monarchy, as 
the weakeſt, muſt neceſſarily fall. | | 
Gentlemen, you will find the priſoner at the bar approv- 
ing of all thele publications, and thewing in terms perfectly 
unequivocal, what was his opinion on this ſubject, or, at 
least, thoſe opinions which he choſe to manifeſt for the 
purpoſe of accompliſhing his wiſt:es---with thoſe whom he 
was endeavouring to excite ta the deſtruction of the ex- 
iſting Government. e | 
Gentlemen, you will find, in a letter which will be read 
to you, in anſwer to a letter of a perſon who afſumes the 
appellation of the Editor of the Patriot, a paper that was 
„ Fs: printed 


OO RED. To ͤ 


< ful minuteneſs all the arts that were to be made uſe of, and 
Which I have delcribed to you, who {peaks of the manner 
in which reaſon, imperial reaſon, was to be generalliſſimo; 


letter, an anſwer in which I underſtand the hand-writing 
of the priſoner will appear; in the concluttion of which he 


wich applies i one | 
of their object, of their intention, whether they mean to be 


point; it directs them in all they ſay on the ſubject to leave 
' monarchy, democracy, and even religion alone, but to at- 


more diſtinctly appear from their tran.actions with the 


form in Parliament, that is in the conſtitution of the Houle 
of the conſtitution itſelf. 
_ reſpondence between the Society for Conſtitzitional Infor- 
that Society of the Friends of the People. The Society of 


. cline all intercourſe ſo early as May 1792, with this Society. 


Socdety of the Friends of the People meant to apply it. 


and you are not to charge them with a criminal act becauſe 
others have conceived them guilty; but it is extremely impor- 
tant in this point, that when a body of this deſeription of people 
as the Friends of the People entertains a jealouſy for them, 

it became the priſoner at th 


— 
2 


inted at Sheffield ; a letter which details, with a wonder- 


but art muſt be ſecond in command. In the anſwer to that 


5 


compares freedom to the infant Hercules, making efforts for 
its * &c. Repreſenting Ariſtocracy and Ma- 
narchy, as of that deicription of things, as a viper ſting- 

ing the boſom of them who nourtih them. os 
Gentlemen, you will find that when the Society at Nor- 
elf to one of this Society for an explanation 


content with the Duke of Richmond's plan, or to rip up 
monarchy by the root, the anſwer comes in no degree to the 


tend to the inſiſting on univerſal ſuffrage as a clear and diſ- 
tinct principle, and that every thing would neceſſarily fol- 
8 „ ET . 

Gentlemen, the views of the Society will alſo, perhaps, 
ciety avowedly, framed for the e r of Reform in Parlia- 
ment; a Society that you have probably heard of, under the 
deſcription of the Friends of the People. Theſe Friends 
of the People, avowing themielves to be always for a Re- 


of Commons, but with an anxiety to preſerve the principle 

You will find, gentlemen, that in the courſe of the cor- 
mation, of which the priſoner at the bar is a member, and 
the Friends of the People found themielves compelled to de- 


for Conſtitutional Information, becaute they conceived they 
were going lengths far beyond the purpo es to which the 


Gentlemen, this is not material unqueſiionably, in what 
view the Society of the Friends of the People ſaw the conduct 
of other Societies, becauſe they might be totally miſtaken; 


e bar, and the Society for Con- 
* 5 ſtitutional 
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ſtitutional Information, it became them completely to diſa- 8 

vow that they had in their remoteſt contemplation any 1 ; 
which ſhould interrupt the conſtituted Government of the © 


country, and to declare that their Fu was as limited ane 


as confined as the Friends of the People, although they 
might differ with them as to the extent of the remedy to be 
applied. 3 55 l 
: . ut nothing of this ſort was done; on the contrary, they 
write to the people in the country, that the Friends of the 
People were not honeſt, and that all the object of that Society 
was a mere contrivance, to protect that which they pretend 
they meant to reform. - 5 5 1 
Gentlamed, the union of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information, particularly with the other Societies extended. 
not only. to correfpondence, but to aſſembling a+ number of 
members of theſe different Societies, as aſſociated members 
of their own. You will find particularly, that the Society 
at Sheffield, which was a numerous, and particularly active 
Society, and ſeems to be under the directionof ſome perſon of 
conſiderable ability; of that Society they really aſſociate 
twelve of their number ſome time in March 1792. | 
Gentlemen, you will find in like manner at another pe- 
riod, I think July 1792, they affociate ſix of the London 
Correſponding Society, that they alſo aſſociate ſome mem- 
bers of the Norwich Society, and I think ſome other So- 
cieties for the purpoſe of uniting theſe ſeveral Societies, by 
means of theſe honorary members with themſelves. EE 
Vou will alſo find them, during the courſe of the year 
1792, eſpecially not only repeatedly adopting Mr. Paine's 
works in terms of molt ſtrong and moſt enticed approba- 
tion; terms applying themſelves clearly to thoſe parts of the 
works which go directly to the deſtruction of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution : but you will find them ſupporting Mr. Paine in 
a a proſecution inſtigated againſt him for publiſhing the ſecond 
part of the Rights of Man, ſuſtaining him throughout that 
_ proſecution, conſequently adopting thoſe paſſages in the ſe- 
_ cond part of the Rights of Man, which were ſo extremel 
offenſive, and avowedly adopting them as principles whhnh 
were to -be ſup ud. ; and conceiving that the man _ 


* 


who laid down the principles, was an honour to the Soci- 


ety to which he belonged ; and likewiſe an honour to the 
country of which he belonged, and a faithful ſervant of that 
country. 5 e + e 5 
Gentlemen, you will find them likewiſe adopting every 
ſeditious publication made by Mr. Paine, as a letter to Mr. _ 
Dundas, a letter to the people of France, after he was 1 Wn 


? 
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ſen a member of their National Convention, and after the 
_ "utter deſtruction of monarchy in France by the depoſition. 
_ *”*You will find them adopting that letterof Mr. Paine's ; and | 
with reſpect to ſome of theſe papers, you will find that this 
Society order publications, at their own expence, to the extent 
of a number which ſtrike one when they are mentioned. 1 
think of Mr. Paine's letter to Mr. Dundas, they order 12, 00 
copies to be printed for the purpoſe of diſperhon. 
You will find them likewife adopting a letter of Mr. Joel 
Barlow to the people of France, with reſpect to the alteration . 
= which ought to be made in their Conſtitution of 1791; and 
| I think when you read the letter which Mr. Barlow ſent 
* with the printed copy of that letter, and when you read the 
_ anfwer to that letter, and ſee the nature of the addreſs to the 
=_ Joop of France, you will be aſtoniſhed that any perſon 
ould conceive that they who boaſt of their eſteem and 
4110 friendly attachment to the Government of this country; that 
4. they ſhould countenance ſuch a letter as that of Mr. Baflow | 
i to the people of France, being particularly adapted to the 
f object of this Society, the letter being to tell them that all 
. that they had of monarchy, in their old Conſtitution of 
3 1791, was totally wrong, founded on wrong principles; 
and that the deſtruction of monarchy was eſſential to the 
- true Conſtitution of every Government. — 
Gentlemen, this Mr. Barlow ſtates to this Society, to be 
important to the object they had in view; and it is impoſſi- 
| ble to concerve in what manner it could be important to the 
i" _ object that they had in view, unle!s they had in view to 
| make the ſame change in the Government of this country, 
as the new aſſembly of France was propoling to make in 
the Government of France as eltablithed in 171. 
Gentlemen, I before mentioned to you the addreſs to the 7 
Jacobin Club, that was in May 1792; and you will find it 
ſo expreſsly termed, which will make it impoſſible for you 
to doubt, that the perſons who addreſſed that Jacobin Club 
did it with a full conviction, whoſthey addreſſed, when they 
hailed them as brethren and fellow- citizens of the world, in 
ſtating to them congratulations on the glorious revolution 
which France had accompliiked ; tat it ſpoke to them a 
language which only {ſincerity could dictate. | 
entlemen, this addrefs will be read to you, therefore I 
will not detail to you the different parts of it; but there is 
one part which I will observe upon, and I will more par- 
ticularly obſerve on it, on account of the canſequences which 
5 B Op, be followed from it. VE 
After ſtating, .<* it would have given an additional tri. 
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8 | | | | 3 . 
umph to our congratulations, if the equal rights of man "ol 
(which are the foundation of your declaration of ep. 9 
bad been recognized by the Governments around you, ans, 
tranquility eſtabliſhed in all.” Including neceſſarily in that _ 
deicription the Britiſh Government ; and therefore alerting 
their wiſhing that the equal rights of man, the foundation 
of the declaration of rights of the French, on which their 
Conſtitution of 1791 had been imperfectly conſtituted ; it 
was the with of this Society to be ablithed in all; they 
added this, we now behold you a nation provoked into de- 
fence, and we can ſee no mode of defence 1 to that, of 
eſtabliſhing the general freedom of Europe. In this beſt of 
cauſes, we wilh you ſucceſs, our hearts go with ub. 
| Now, Gentlemen, what do they mean when they ſay, 
they can ſee no mode of defence equal to that of eſtabliching 
the general freedom of Europe. And I will beg you to re- 
collect that the ſame idea is inggeſted in a work of Mr. 
Paine's, that the revolution in France was to be accompliſh- 
ed only by eſtabliſhing ſimilar revolutions in all other coun- 
tries, that it was the general opinion of France, that the 
preſervation of their revolution was the beſt to be affected 
according to the expreſſion of one of their ableſt ſupporters, 
- by tetting the four corners of the world on fire, and you will 
{ſee the ground of that famous decree of the National Af 
ſembly of France, as it went to this end. Namely the eſta- 
blithment of this very ſyſtem in France, by declaring war 
againſt this and all other countries; and then recollect whe- 
ther the paper to the Jacobin Society in Paris, is or is not 
a foundation to encourage them to all their proceedings. 
Gentlemen, you will find this ſociety not content {imply 
with this paper to the Jacobin Society at Pans, in which the 
pliſoner 6 appear to have a very particular hand in it, 
and you will find what is very extraordinary, in the evidence 
to be produced, the hand-writing of the priſoner, Which 
thews tliat he was at the bottom of the whole, under occaſions 
and circumſtances, that will aſtoniſh you when you lee it. 
Gentlemen, they next proceed to the addreſs of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly of France. On this ſubject a private cor- 
reſpondence took place between ſome members of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, and tlie priſoner at the bar. 
You will likewiſe find that a gentleman of the name of Frost, 
which appears to have been a perſon that correſponded with 
Mr. Tooke, was then at Paris, and you will find that on 
His conception of things, without the affair of the foth of 
Auguſt, which was the total overthrow of monarchy in 
France, liberty was at an end. | er a 
Gentlemen, you will likewiſe find that during . 
| EE | - 
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of theſe tranſactions, the priſoner at the bar was in correſ - 
+ pondence with Mr. Petion, the Mayor of Paris, which at 
eaſt ſhewed that Mr. Petion and the priſoner conſidered 
3 themſelves as engaged in the ſame common cause. 
= Gentlemen, that common cauſe, I conceive, eould be no 
otherwiſe underſtood than as the common cauſe of England 
and France, and that the beſt defence to France was that of 
eſtabliſhing the general freedom of Europe. 3k 5 
Gentlemen, you will find that in conſequence of a pri- 
| vate e de dern between the priſoner at the bar and 
j one of the members of the London Correſponding Society 
| (the propoſition to addreſs the National Convention of 
France, appears to have originated with that ſociety) but in 
truth it was a meaſure which had been previoully ſettled 
between the priſoner at the bar and theſe members of the 
London Correſponding Society. > 3 
The London Correſponding Society ſent to the Society of 
1 Conſtitutional Inſormation, the addreſs they had prepared 
ä on the occaſion, and a committee was appointed to conſer 
with them on the ſubject, of which the priſoner at the bar 
was one. However this addreſs they did not think proper. 
to adopt as their own, but they reſolve that they highly ap- 
prove of the ſpirit of it. fie ATE ¶Mſ/ OS 
Now, Gentlemen, this addreſs which they thus approve 
| of the ſpirit of, is expreſſed in terms---I muſt detain you 
” while I mention ſome paſſages in it, becauſe it ſeems to me, 
together with the ſubſequent addreſs which was e 
= 1 the Society for Conſtitutional Information, to detail the 
= an of theſe perſons pretty fully; after addreſſing the 
French Convention in terms of conſiderable friendſhip, 
they proceed further, ſaying, „we are fervently ſup 2 
cating the almighty ruler of the univerſe to be Grove 
to your cauſe fo intimately blended with our own.” | 
Gentlemen, here is again a complete aſſertion, that the 
cause in which the French Convention was then engaged, 
Was a cauſe intimately blended with that in — 855 this 
ſociety in London was engaged. . 
They proceed, „ frowned upon by an oppreſſive ſyſtem 
of controul, whoſe gradual but continued encroachments 
have deprived this nation of nearly all its boaſted liberty, and 
brought us almoſt to that abject ſtate of ſlavery from which 
you have ſo emerged. | 5 Fi T6 
Nowꝛ, Gentlemen, here is again that repreſented that I 
before ſtated to you, that they artfully held out to all the 
people of this country, that this country was reduced to a 
ſtate of ſlavery, fo nearly reſembling that in which France 
Was before the revolution in 1789, that there was ſcarce a 
F | diſtinction 
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distinction between the two countries, “brought us Amok 
to that abject ſtate of flavery from which you have fo m = 

; d.“ ? kn 2 | x + N ö es . 3 
Then they proceed to ſay they conceive it to be the duty 
of Britons to countenance and aſſiſt, to the utmoſt of their 
power, the champions of human happinefs, and to ſwear _ : 
to a nation, proceeding on the plan you have adopted, an __ 
inviolable friendihip, to a nation proceeding on a 1407 g 
which had for its object the ſubverſion of monarehy and all A 
heriditary diſtinctions in a government, and eſtabliſhing in 
lieu of it a government eſtablithed on the ſuppoſed prinet- | 
ples of the Rights of Man. BIG J 3 
Then, Gentlemen, they ſay“ Frenchmen you are already 
free, and Britons are preparing to become ſo. As it ſeems . 
to me a clear diſtinction, that they conceived the French 
| were become free in conſequence of the event of the 1oth of 
Auguſt, by which monarchy was totally deſtroyed in France, 
and Britons were preparing to be as the French were become 
by that event. | 1 . 
Gentlemen, they proceed“ ſeeking our real enemies, we 
find them in our boſoms. Tou will recollect, Gentlemen, 
they call monarchy and ariſtocracy vipers, in another part. 
cr 9 our real friends, we find them in our boſoms, 
we feel ourſelves inwardly torn by, and ever the victims of, 
a reſtleſs and all-conſuming ariſtocracy hitherto the bane: of 
every nation under the ſun, wiſely have you acted in ex- 
pelling it from France.” 3 os 
Now, Gentlemen, what is this but a declaration that one 
branch of the legiſlature, I mean the Houle of Lords, was 
of the deſcription of an all-coniuming ariſtocracy, and that 
_ French had acted wiſely in expelling every this of that 
em, | 3 
But, Gentlemen, at the concluſion there is a paaſſge 
which ſhews their object beyond the poſſibility of a doubt, 
which ſhews that their object was the eſtabliſhment in this 
country of a government from which not only what they call 
ariſtocracy, but monarchy hauld be alto baniſhed, for they _ 
add thus, “ While lyou enjoy the envied glory of being the 
unaided defenders of freedom, we fondly anticipate- in idea 
the numerous bleſſings mankind will enjoy, if you ſucceed, 
(that is, eaſtbliſhing that government in which monarchy 
was to be totally annihilated) If you ſucceed, which we 
ardently with, the triple alliance, not of crowns, but of the 
ps le of America, . and Britain will give freedom 
o Europe, and peace to the whole world.. 0 
Can a declaration be more explicit than this, that their 
object was, that who ſhould be competent in this country to 
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make an alliance ſhould not be in the king, in whom, ac- 

- cording to the conſtitution of this country, all treaties with 
foreign ſtates muſt be made, all dealings with foreign pore 
"muſt neceſſarily, nominally be, but it ſhall be a triple alli- 

ance, not of crowns, but of the peaple of America, France, 

and Britain, which will give e e to Europe, and yp; to 
the world. Adopting that ſyſtem of the Jacobin clubs, that 
giving freedom to Europe was the beſt defence that France 
could make. 5 5 SEV 

They then ſay, How well purchaſed will be, though 
at the expence of much blood, the glorious unprecedented 

privilege of ſaying mankind 1s free, tyrants and tyranny are / 

no more, peace reigns on the earth, and this is the work of 

Frenchmen. - . 5 

Why, Gentlemen, could language in ſtronger terms ex- 
Preſs the ideas of men bent on the deſtruction of every 
thing to which they could give the term monarchy, ariſto- 
cracy, or the crown, in this country, in eſtabliſhing that 
which they conceive to be univerſal freedom, and aboliſhing 
what they call tyrants and tyranny, ſo that peace might 
reign on earth. 36, 4 | ESI, 
nd you will find, Gentlemen,. in the courſe of the evi- 

. dence that will be laid before you, that this is repeatedly ur- 

geg; and artfully urged, for the catching of men of enthu- 
iaſtical diſpoſitions, that if monarchy and ariſtocracy was 

aboliſhed, and all government was the government of the 

Parſe, wars would be at an end, and univerſal peace would 
be on the earth. And you will find one paper opening an- 
other, the principles developing throughout, that the Whole 
that they aimed at, was the deſtruction of the government 
of this country, aud eſtabliithng a repreſentative govern- 

8 e . | | 

Now this addreſs which I have ſtated to you of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, the Society for Conſtitutional 
| eee ſay they 1 ( approve of the ſpirit of the 

ame. 25 ; 

Gentemen, having approved- of the ſpirit of this addreſs 

of the London at ding Sobel „they proceed to pre- 

pare an addreſs of their own, and that is conceived in A 

guage, which ſeems to me to be full as ſtrong as that of the 

London Correſponding Society's; ſo that I think you will 

be of opinion, that they did not decline concurring in the 

addreſs of the London Correſponding Society, not becauſe 
they thought it too ſtiong, but becauie they thought ex- 


preſſing the ſame. thing in other words, would convey ideas 


itill more diffuſive. | | 
Gentlemen, the addreſs of the Society ſor Conſtitutional | 
EE | Information 
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Information begins thus, Servants of a ſovereign people - 
and benefactors of mankind, 'we rejoice that your revolu- 
tion has arrived at that point of perfection which will permit 
us to addreſs you by that title, it is the only one that can ac» 
cord with the character of true legiſlator s. | 
This is a clear declaration that an hereditary office of king, 
and an hereditary peerage, were utterly ineonſiſtent with the 
character of true Reinen conſequently that they with to 
eſtabliſh a legiſlature, wholly elective, founded on the 
principles of the conftitution of France. They proceed, 
Every succeſſive epoch in your affairs has added ſome- 
thing to the triumphs of liberty, and the glorious victory of 
the loth of Auguſt has finally prepared the way for a conſſi- 
tution which we ttuſt you will eftablifh on the baſis of 
reaſon and nature. Wy EPR 8 
They conceive therefore, that the event of the 1oth of 
Auguſt was a glorious victory, and that it prepared the Way 
for the eftabliikment of a conſtitution on the baſis of reaſon 
and nature, a baſis on which every man muſt with that every 
conſtitution was founded, only what is that reaſon, and what 
is that nature on which it is to be founded, is a queſtion 
which many men differ about. * 
Gentlemen, there are other paſſages in this addreſs which 
will clearly ſhew to you the object of thoſe who preſented 
„ he e 
They proceed to repreſent the condition of Engliſhmen, 
though not ſo bad as that of other countries, yet ſtill as one 
approaching to a ſtate of ſlavery; they ſay that they tender 
their warmeſt wiſhes for the full extent of the prone and 
ſucceſs of the cauſe in which they were engaged; and then 
they add, it is indeed a facred cauſe, we cheriſh it as the 
pledge of our happineſs, our natural and neareſt friends, in 
which union our own nation will ſurely be the firſt to con- 
cur. Then they conclude, after ſtating the advantages to 
be derived from the proceedings of the aſſembly of France. 
60 on, legillators, in the work of human happineſs, the 
benefit will in part be ours, but the glory ihall be all your 
own; it is the reward of your perſeverance, it is the prize of 
virtue.” They then conſider that“ the ſparks of liberty 
preſerved in England for ages, like the coruſcations of the 
northern aurora, ſerved but to ſhew the darkneſs viſible in 
the rest of Europe.” Then they ſpeak of the luſtre of the 
American 9 555 like an effulgent Morning, aroſe with 
enereaſing vigour, but ſtill too diſtant to enlighten our he- 
miſphere, till the ſplendor of the French revolution burſt 
forth upon the nations in the full fervor of a meridian ſun, 


and diſplayed in the miſt of the European world, the prac- 
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ſhould ſend their congratulations to a National Afembly of 
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tical reſult of principles hh philoſophy had ſought in tlie 
- ſhade of ſpeculation, and which experience muſt. every 


F 


where confirm.” The practical reſult of theſe principles 


the principles on which the Britith Conſtitution are founded, 
becauſe they are principles inconſiſtent with an hereditary 


Monarchy, and inconſiſtent with a Houſe of Lords. 
Then they add, © Your example will be ſoon followed; 
for nations riling from their lethargy will reclaim the Rights 


of Man, with a voice which man cannot reſiſl. | 
Gentlemen, I have enlarged a little on theſe two addreſſes, 


becauſe it appears to me that they develope with a clearneſs 
not to be queſtioned. The principles of this Society and ſhew _ 


they were perfectly hoſtile to the conſtitution of this coun- 
at 5 and it is impoihble to conceive that the men who fran. 
ed and preſented this addrefs could have in view ſimply a 
Reform in the Commons Houſe of Parliament, and in the 
{yitem of reform, meaning to go no further. | 
Gentlemen, they were not miſunderſtood by the perſons 
to whom this addreis was preſented ; nor, indeed, did the 
perſons who preſented the addre:s miſunderſtand the mean- 
ing of the addrefſerss «© 8 . 
For, Gentlemen, the perſons whom they choſe for this 


Pappe were Mr. Joel Barlow and Mr. Froſt. _ 88 
You will find, Gentlemen, that Mr. Joel Barlow and 


Mr. Froſt, at the time they preſented this addreſs, pro- 
nounced an introductory addieſs of their own, but commu- 


nicated aſterwards to the Conſtitutional Society, and per- 


fectly approved by them. 


In that addreis of their own, they ſtate, Citizens of 


France we are deputed by the Patriotic Society in London, 
called the Society for Conſtitutional Information, to con- 
gratulate you in its name on the triumphs of Liberty before 


the epoch of your Revolution: this Society employed itſelf 


on this important object with little hopes of ſucceſs; and in- 
numerable Societies of the ſame ſort are forming themſelves 
in every part of England; and aſter the example given ry 


France, Revolutions will become eaſy, rea on is about to 


make rapid e and it would not be extraordinary if, 
es ſpace than can be imagined, the French 


Enovland. 


Gentlemen, this introductory addreſs 2 points out 
ey conſider 


the object of the addreſlers; namely, whilſt th | 
themſelves as labouring to little purpoſe until the event of 


the French Revolution ; that the event of that Revolution, # 
In its conſequences, led to all that they propoſed ; and that 


they 
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which you muſt immediately conſider as directly oppoſite to 


. . 
7 * ” a 2 * 
4 . 1 
1 
, : £ 
J * 
3 ? * o 
8" "WE - / » * 
& £ 6 6 — - 
&% 8 2 £ 
83 
. . 
3 2 | f 7 . 
* * * — N - * 
Oo 33 N b 
: ' 0 : 1 , 
o 4 1 * 
: 4 5 , 
. 1 1 j . : i * * 
* , * +4 ” \ 4 q 4 - 9 8 *%, 4 
1 . # N 1 : 1 — * py ""» ” : * 
U \ WF — ! ; 2 ö 5 . Bc Bb 2 
8 * > » & f Q 7 4 g — re * . 4 2 6 . 
* * Nc 1 8 OED OL 1 * nn " l FAO. + a ver PE) K g „ N 


L 


A 
EY 


JOHN. HORNE "TOOKE  _ 53 
they conſider the means of obtaining that which they pro—- "1H 
poſe as ſimple as the abuſes were intricate ;- that theſe means . oi 
were to be taken from the example of France: following: | f | 
which example will make Revolutions eaſy. What was the 
example of France? ng. tell you in the concluding 
words, the eſtabliſhing of a National Convention. There 
fore they conceive it would not be extraordinary that if, in 
a much leſs ſpace of time than could be imagined, the 
French ſhould ſend their congratulations to a National Af 
{embly of England. * © 3 
And you will find, Gentlemen, that this idea of a Nati- 
onal Convention did not originate here, but in an addreſs of 
the London Correſponding Society of the 6th of Auguſt, 
1792, the ſame idea is clearly advanced; that the people 
were to effect their own emancipation, it was determined 
by means of that National Convention, to effect that wheres 
by they could along hope to have it, namely, by the people 
meeting themſelves in a Convention, becauſe they could not 
expect to. meet that which they wiihed from any conſtituted 
authorities of Government. e e 
Gentlemen, the Preſident of the French National A 
ſembly did not in the leaſt heſitated to interpret thoſe ad- 
dreſſors, and the proceedings on it; for in his anſwer to it, 
he ſtates to the addreTors * he ſays, thoſe who now defend 
our liberty, will one day become the defenders of yours. 
Gentlemen, then he adds, “ generous Republicans,” ſo 
that he clearly conceived that their addreſs breaths the ſpi= 
rit of repub'icaniſm : he had not the lealt hef:tation in ap- 
plying to the persons who came to him with ſuch an ad- 
_ drels, that epithet. e 08 Re 
Gentlemen, he then ſays, the ſhades of Penn, Hamden, 
and Sydney, hover over your heads; and the moment, 
without doubt, approaches when the National Convention 
of France will bring congratulations to the National Con- 
vention of England. e 0 e 
Gentlemen, to that the Preſident of the National Aſ- 
ſembly of France had not the leaſt doubt of the object of 
the addreſs, and that the conſequences, probably, would be 
the eſtabliſhing in this country the tame tort of Convention 
which was then eſtabliſhed in France. Phe 155 
Gentlemen, I forbear to relate to you a vaſt variety f 
other papers, all tending to the ſame concluſion, letters from 
the Societies in France, letters found among the Societies 
ere. 75 33 3 hp i 
Gentlemen, but there is one thing which I think I ought 
particularly to mention to you. On the 18th. of January, 
1793, but certainly that was at a very critical period, at a 
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cConſide red in effect as the people themſelves, and Mr. Bar- 


time, in the perſuaſion of men in general, a war betweenthe 
two countries was probably likely to take place. The London 


Conſtitutional . proper to make ſome mem- 


bers of the French National Aſſemby, Mr. Saint Andre, 
Mr. Barrere, and Mr. Roland, honorary members of their 
Society, describing them St. Andre, on the 18th of Janu- 
afy, and Barrere and Roland, on the 23th of January, de- 
icribing them as the moſt judicious and enlightened friends 


of human liberty; that is the term which they apply to them, 


nearly in theſe words: then on the firſt of February they re- 
ſolve that theſpeeches of citizen St. Andre and citizen Barrere 


| bs get honorary members of this Society) as given in the 


Jazette National ou Moniteur Univerſalle of Paris, on the 


trial of the King, be inſerted in the books of this Society. 
Gentlemen, then they reſolve that this reſolution ſhould 


F 


be ubliſhed in the public newſpapers. . 
| Now: then, gentlemen, undoubted this is not 2 


directly of thoſe ſpeeches, but it is publiſhing thoſe ſpeeches 


indirectly, becauſe it is directing the attention of all men 


to theſe ſpeeches that perſons might ſee that this Society for 


Conſtitutional Information, conceived they contained mat- 
ters worthy of attention: they, therefore, refer the atten- 


tion of the arg to this ſpeech, as contained in the French 


papers. The queſtion is obvious, that thoſe that are likely 


to read the reſolutions of this Society, would be naturally 
led to read theſe ſpeeches. But they could have no object 


in theſe reſolutions but for the purpoſe of adopting theſe 
ſpeeches in ſome way or other. Pe, : 

- Gentlemen, theſe ſpeeches will be given you in the evi- 
dence, and you will find the important paſlages in them of 


the right of the National Convention to decide the fate of 


the King, ariſes from your being a revolutionary aſſembly, 
created by the nation in a ſtate of inſurrection, that they 


proceed to inveſtigate the ſubject, to conſider the fact of the. 


people riting againſt the government of the country, conſe- 
uently it muſt follow the deitruction of that government, 
therefore the deſtruction of the inviolability of the perſon of 
the King. Thele principles afterwards, as you well know, 
were adopted by the French Convention, and acted upon b 
Rane the King to death; they describe likewiſe, the dif- 
erence between a convention and an ordinary legiſlature, 


 thowing that the operation of a convention of the people, aſ- 


ſembled on extraordinary occaſions, on which this con- 
vention was aſſembled, were neceſſary to give abſolute ſu- 


preme power to that convention, to model and form every 


thing as they ſhould think proper, becauſe they ſhould be 


rere 


rere coneludes, ſpeakin of the pe 
tion, that now all prejudices of that 


ment, and to have reliev 


f your Kings. 
With this exa 


ſpirits of the 
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aſſembled in conven- 

d were deſtroyed, and 
nothing was wanting to immortalize that aſſembly but to 

have delivered France from the calamity. of kingly govern- 


ed you from the duty of judging the 


mple before your eyes, you heſitate even in 
the firſt ſtep of your duty, am I then no longer in the midſt 
of that- National Convention, whoſe hono 
was to deſtroy Kings and royalty. 
Now, gentlemen, for what pu 
aſſert that they mean loyalty to the government of this coun- 
try, loyalty to the King, loyalty to the eſtabliizment of the 
Conſtitution, of this Country, of King, Lords and Com- 
mons, could offer this ſpeech to theſe 
meant to deſtroy the Conſtitution of this 
a loſs to diicover. 
Gentlemen, the war ſoon follo 
month of February, 1793, that the French declares war, 
this neceſſarily interrupted the intercourse between the two 
countries. In the mean time it was neceſſary to keep up the 
rſons who are to be engaged in that revolu- 
tion, which the priſoner at the bar was, with othe 
aſſert, engaged to make. 
In the firit place they contri 


urable miſſion it 


rpoſe, perſons who mean to 


le, unleſs they 
untry, I am at 
wed, I think it was in 


* 


the 


rs, as 1 


ved to-keep up a very general 
apprehenſion that a revolution of ſome kind or other would 
take place, and then they-proceeded to do that which had 
its effect, the agitating the minds of the people, perfectly ſafe 
for themſelves, namely, by petitions to- 


| parliament for the 
reform of the Houle of Commons. | 


But, Gentlemen, you will find, in the courſe of the evi- 


Or an 


form, which- 
vention. 


The ſociety to which th 


dence, that theſe petitions were not preſented with any hope 
intention that they ſhould meet with ſuccets, and 
that they were conſidered as a mere matter of policy, and was 
ſo expressed in a letter and papers written by this very So- 
ciety, the Society for Constitutional Information, in a letter 
articulaxly to a Society at Norwich, after ſtating their ob- 
jections to the conſtitution of England, as formed, and their 
wiſhes to alter it, they ſay, Where then are we to look for 

a remedy ? to that parliament of which we complain, to the 
executive power which is implicitly obeyed, if not anti- 
cipated in that parliament? or to ourtelves repreſented in 
{ome meeting of delegates, for the extenſive purpole of re- 
we ſuppoſe you underitand by the term Con- 


ey ware thin writing, having in 
a letter to them ſtated that the London Correſponding 8o- 
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eiety had ſtated to the different country Societies three dif- 
- ferent propoſitions, a petition to Parliament, a petition to 

© the King, or a Convention; and you will find a general 
- eancurrency of all theſe Societies in treating the petition to 
Parliament, as not likely to be 53 age on any reaſon 
whatever, a petition to the King 


tutional Informat on, ſpeaking of the event, ſays if the event 
is looked to in the vote which may be obtained from that 


: it may, in our apprehenſion, be well worth conſidering as a 
imitation to the majority of the people; the letter is dated 
the 16th of April, 1793. 


proceed immediately to means which they conſidered as | 


Convention of the delegates of the Societies of the Friends of 
the People, throughout Scotland, aſſembled for the, purpole 


they took was delegates of Societies of the Friends of the 
People; they met early in 1793, and then adjourned to 


a correſpondence took place between the London 
that the petitions had been all unſucceſsful, they ſay, our 
attention mutt now therefore be turned to ſome more effec- 


them, and you, on your part, may depend on our adopting 


Mr. Skirving, is a letter dated the 2th of May, 1793, and 


view ſomething which would probably end in the total anni- 


we, I truſt, ſeek to obtain, we 1h 
expole our weakneſs, and manifeſt our 1gnorance of the 


«6 


utile, and their only hope 
was in a Convention. This letter of the Society of Conſti- 


body to whom this petition is to be addreſſed, which of us 
can look to it without the proſpect of an abſolute negative; 
in this point of view therefive it cannot require a moment's 
conlideration, but if we regard the policy of ſuch a petition, _ 


warning voice to our preſent legillators, and as a ſignal for 


Gentlemen, the petitions which were preſented having 
been rejected, it then ſeems to have been determined to 
more effectual. 5 

. Gentlemen, early in 1793 there had been aſſembled a 
body of men in Scotland, under the deſcription of a general 


of parliamentary reform, and you will obſerve that the title 


November 1793, without doing any thing. In wry 4 1793 
orrei- 

ponding Society, and the ſecretary of this Society of dele- 

gates in Scotland, a Mr. Skirving, in which, after ſtating 


tual means, from your Society we would willingly learn 


the firmeſt meat ures, provided they are constitutional; and 
we hope the country will not be behind hand with us. 
_ Gentlemen, the anſwer to this letter which is written to 


t:1is is an anſwer which clearly ſhews that that perſon had in 


hilation of al] exiſting government. Speaking of the fitua- 
tion of the countries, 5 ſays, if either you in Eugland, or 
we in Scotland ihould attempt ſeparately the reform which 

ould, by ſo doing, only 


corruption whica oppoſes our important undertaking. _ 


- 


- 
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Gentlemen, this letter proceeds to ſtate, after obſerving on 
what might be done, if a change of ſyſtem was to be effected, 
. theſe might be eaſily accompliſhed ; but to cut up deep and 
wide tooted prejulices;.to give effectual energy to the diftates 
of truth in, favour of public' virtue and national e = 
 oppolition to ſelf and all its intereſted habits, and to withitand ' 4 
and overawe the final efforts of the powers of darkneſs, is the * 
work of the whole and not of a part, a work to which mann 
| Kind, till this awful period, were never adequate, becauſe never* © 
till now diſpoſed to fraternize ; not merely, or only, I truſt; 
from the ſenſe of the common danger to which wWe are ex- 
poſed, but from the noble principle of univerſal: benevolence. . |, - 
Then the letter proceeds, . think the minds. of all muſty, in 247 
the nature of things, be-now turned to more effectual mean 2 
reform:” Then he proceeds to notice the difference of th H. 
mation of their ſocieties in England and in Scotland; and adds, 
] have not a higher wiſh, in the preſent.exertions for reform, 
than to ſee the people univerſally and. 1 aſſociated, be- 
cauſe I am perſuaded, that the preſent diſaſtrous. N 
will iſſue in ruin, and the people then muſt provide for them- 
ſelves; and it would be unhappy, when we ſhould be read to 
act with unanimity, to be occupied about organization, without 


which, however, anarchy muſt enſue.” | £4 
Gentlemen, without endeavouring to diſcuſs what the au- 
thor conceived, was likely to produce the confuſion, and. 
without which, unleſs means were taken to prevent it, anarchy,  _ 
muſt enſue, it is ſufficient for me to ſay, that clearly in the "= 
mind of this writer ſomething was likely to happen, from which 
it was likely anarchy would enſue. And then you will find he 
ſays, We will not need but to be prepared for the event; . 
to ſtand and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord. Let us, therefore, 
take the hint given us by our oppoſers; let us begin in earneſt. | 
to make up our minds relative to the extent of reform which we 
ought to ſeek, be prepared to juſtify it, and to controvert objec- 
tions; let us model the whole in the public mind; let us provide 
every ſtake and ſtay of the tabernacle which we would erect, 
ſo that when the tabernacles of oppreſſion in che palaces of am- 
bition are broken down, under the madneſs and folly of their 
ſupporters, we may then, without anarchy and all dangerous 


1 p 


| bar: erect at once our tabernacle of righteouſneſs.” + 
Ge 


ntlemen, it ſeems to me, that it is impoſſible to read that 


letter without perceiving that in the contemplation. of the mind 
of the writer, a total diſſolution of government was likely to 

happen, and that it was neceſſary to have a new form of govern- = 
nent, for the purpoſe. of ſupplying, the place of that which 4 
would be diflolved, at that iältant, tor the prepenting of that I» 
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anarchy. But a following paſſage leaves it without a doubt, for 
he proceeds to obſerve, *How hurtful. to the feelings of à 
reflecting mind to look back to the wretchedwſtate in which. 
tlie Roman monarchy, enfeebled and broken by its own cor- 
ruption, left the nations which it had ſubjected, like ſheep - 
without a ſhepherd.” _ 15 F RTE HOT Ru 
He then, in the fubſequent paſſages, ſeems to conſider, that 
it was neceſſary to be very expeditious, in that which he pro- 
poſes to be done, © do not, I intreat you, heſitate thinking 
uch a work premature as yet, but a month, and then it may 
be too late. 3 1 VVV 
; Gentlemen, there are other paſſages in this letter, which it 
may be of importance to be conſidered ; but I will detain you 
no longer to obſerve on it, but it muſt be clearly in the con- 
_*templation of che writer of it, that a diſſolution of all gover- 
ment might poſſibly take place. 55 
Gentlemen, you will find it afterwards, by the means of 4 
private correſpondence between Mr. Skirving and ſome of the 
members of the London Correſponding Society, it was con- 
trived, that an application ſhould be made to the London Cor- 
reſponding Society to fend delegates to this Convention in Scot- 
hnd, and that accordingly it was reſolved to ſend delegates. 
You will find, gentlemen, that that London Correſponding - 
Society ſent delegates, Mr. Margarot and Mr. Gerald; and 
that the Society for Conſtitutional Information ſent Mr. Sin- 
clair, and elected for the purpoſe a Mr. Yorke; but Mr. Yorke 
did not go, prevented, I think, by illneſs, or by ſome other 
Circumſtance. %%%). . 
Gentlemen, you find that theſe perfons meeting at Edinburgh, 
in November, 1793, proceed to act in a manner which, I think, 
I do not ſtate to you too ſtrongly, when I aſſert, that if they 
had been permitted to proceed as they had begun, civil com- 
_ motions muſt neceſſarily have Dowel, „ * 
In che firſt place, gentlemen, having originally met in May, 
1793, and again, conſequently on their adjournment in No- 
vember, under the deſcription of the general meeting of the De- 
legates of the Friends of the People, they thought fit, on the 22d 
of November, which was the third day of meeting, to aſſume 
the title of the Britiſh Convention of the Delegates of che Peo- 
ple, aſſociated for obtaining univerſal ſuffrage and annual par- 
liaments. Therefore, dropping their original character, the 
deelegates of the ſociety for the Friends ofthe People, and aſſum- 
ing a pew character, that of the Delegates of the People; mean- 
; ing to derogate to themſelves a character that was to be ſup- 
ported by the weight and · authority of the people at large. 


| 


For there could be no purpoſe Whatever for which they coul 


. 
e 
* 


— 


— 3 
allume this different title, the Delegates of the People, unleſs they ' 
meant to aſſume the character incident to the delegates of the 
people, that is, perſons immediately delegated by the people 
themſelves, otherwiſe than the conſtituted government of the 4 
country authorizes ſuch delegation ; therefore, doing ſomething  ' 
that muſt be the act of the people, and to be ſupported by - 
their authority. . © . . 
Gentlemen, if they had in view ſimply the obtaining a reform 
in parliament, by application to parliament itſelf, this aſſump- 
tion of title was- not only unneceſſary, but it was utterly im- 
poſſible; becauſe if they were to petition parliament, they ought _ 
to petition parliament in their true character, that is, as dele- | _ 
gates of the gas" or friends of the people, by wham they were 
teverally ſent; otherwiſe they do nat ſtate to the parhamens =} 
themſelves that character which they ought to have aſſumed, _ 7 
and in which alone they would have a right to have a forcein © _ * 
the opinion of the people; aſſuming to themſelves the titles of De- | 
legates of the People, which was a title which they did not truly 
bare, which they could not with truth aſſume ; they aſſumed | 
ſomething on which they meant to come further, and there can- 
not be any thing elſe which they could mean by it, but to aſſume 
the character of being the repreſentatives @ the people, and = 
therefore being ſuperior to the conſtituted government ; and uf on 3 
we advert a little to what paſt in France, we ſhall feel a ſtrong | 
reſemblance. Ni | | IT 
Gentlemen, you all know that that aſſembly, that met in France 
in the year 1789, was originally an aſſembly of the States G. 
neral, convened by the King; but a part of them being aſſem- 
bled, about half the number aſſumed to themſelves the appella- 
tion of delegates of the people; inſtead of being delegates of the 
different ſtates from which they were originally conſtituted, they 
aſſumed to themſelves the title of delegates of the people, as one 
general maſs; from having done ſo, they form the reſolution, 
that the king could put no negative on their proceedings; the 
aſſumption was juſt, if they were the delegates of the people, as 
it was a ſuperceſſion of all government when the people took 
the government affairs into their -own hands. That paſt in 
France. This is a complete copy of it, a number of. perfons 
_ aſſemble, and ſimply as Delegates of a Society of the Friends of 
the People, they aſſume to themſelves the character of Delegates 
of the People; they could do ſo only for the very ſame purpoſe 
that the aſſembly in France did, namely, for aſſuming to them- 
elves all the authority, power, and conſequence which belongs 
to delegates of that deſcription. BITE FS a 
_ . Gentlemen, this was clearly and ny calling on the | 
people to ſupport the giving them a title to-lay, we are. your 
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dkelegates, ſupport us in what we are doing; having done this 


they proceeded to a variety of reſolutions, all of which, It 150 8 


yon will. ſee clearly tend directly to the ſame purpoſe. I will 
not obſerve on any of them, except two, one was on a petition 


to parliament ; being propoſed, it was negatived by the order. 


of the day; another was a reſolution on the 28th of November, 


_- * Reſolved, That the following declaration and reſolution 


- 


1792, come to with a conſiderable degree of ſolemnity, for 
which a blank was left in the minutes, and for which the reſo- 
lutiom was not to be entered in their minutes, until the cloſe of 


their ſittings; that reſolution appears to me to be of ſuch a 


| deſcription, that J intend to take ſome notice of it, even in this 
opening. | FE, 5 N i 


« Reſolved, That the following declaration and reſolution 


be entered at the end of our minutes :” and I ſhould obſerve, 


that this was moved by the delegate of the London, Conſtitu- 


— 


be entered at the end of our minutes: e 
« That this Convention, conſidering the calamitous conſe- 
quences of any act of legiſlature, which may tend to deprive 


the whole, or any part of the people of their undoubted right to- 


meet, either by themſelves or by e to diſcuſs any mat- 
ter relative to their common intereſt, whether of a public or 
private nature, and holding the ſame to be totally inconſiſtent 


with the firſt principles and ſafety of ſociety, and alſo ſubverſive 
of our known and acknowledged conſtitutional liberties, do here- 


by declare, before God and the world, that we ſhall follow the 
wholeſome example of former times, by paying no regard to 
any act which ſhall militate againſt the conſtitution of our. 
country, and ſhall continue to aſemble, and conſider of the beſt 
means by which we can. accompliſh a real repreſentation of the 
people, and annual election, until compelled to deſiſt by ſupe- 
r Ye 
Now, gentlemen, you will find, that in the concluſion the 
carried this reſolution into effect; the chairman refuſing to quit 
the chair until compelled to it by ſuperior force. Let us ſup- 
poſe that the power that had been ſent for diſperſing this meet- 
ing, had been unequal to the purpoſe, the inſtant that was 
this convention become a permanent aſſembly; and you will 
nd from a letter that is written from the delegates there, 


that they conſidered this reſolution as a reſolution of perme- 
4 Nnency. x F 3 e l 5 8 — . F I b 3 


KReſolyed, That the firſt notice given for the introduction 


. » 


of a convention bill, or any bill of a ſimilar tendency to that 


1 paſſed in Ireland, in the laſt ſeſſion of their parliament ? 


2 Or, any bill for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act, 
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or the act for preventing wrongops impriſonment, and againſt * | 


undue delays in trial in North Britain : * 
Or, in caſe of an invaſion or the admiſſion of any foreign 
troops whatſoever into Great Britain or Ireland: 
All, or any one of theſe calamitous circumſtances, ſhall be 
a ſignal to the ſeveral delegates to repair to ſuch place as the 
ſecret committee of this convention ſhall appoint ; and the firſt 
ſeven members ſhall haye power to declare the fittings perma- 
nent, ſhall conſtitute. a convention, and twenty-one to proceed 
to hüfinef .. ot OG 85 
| Now, here was a contrivance and reſolutions which they do 
not chooſe to enter at the time on their minutes, here was a con- 
trivance to eſtabliſh a ſecret place of meeting for this conventio 
at ſeyeral emergencies, ſom- of which were, the introduction of 
a convention bill, not the act of paſſing it, but the mere intro- * + 


duction of it, © or any bill of a ſimilar rendeney, or any bill for 


the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act, or in caſe of an inva- 
fon, or the admiſſion of any foreign troops whatſoever into 
Great Britain or Ireland“. | | 


4 


Now, gentlemen, what can this reſolution have been entered K 


5 


into for, but merely for the purpoſe of providing a reſiſtance t 
government, 'hich ſhould be more effectual by being held in 
lome place which it might be thought would be more adapted 
to that reſiſtance than the city of Edinburgh. 5 
Gentlemen, but the means in which all this was to be done ig 
curious; the place where this meeting was to be held was to be kept 
a perfect ſecret, it was not to be known to any perſon except a 
ſecret committee of three, with the ſecretary, they * Reſolved, 
That they be appointed to determine the place where ſuch conven- 
tion of emergency ſhall meet, that ſuch place ſhall remain a ſecet 
with them and with the ſecretary of this convention, and that 
each delegate ſhall, at the breaking up of the preſent ſeſſion, be 
intruſted with a ſealed letter, containing the name of the place of 
meeting; that this letter ſnall be delivered unopened to his con- 
ſtituents, the feceipt of which ſhall be acknowledged by a letter 
to the ſecretary - preſerved in the ſame ſtate until the period. 
{hall arrive, at which it ſhall be deemed neceſſary for the delegate 
to ſet off.” Then they proceed to reſolve, «© That the moment 


of any illegal diſperſion of the Britiſh Convention, thall be 


conſidered as a ſummons to: the delegates to repair to the plaes "i 


of meeting appointed for the convention of emergency, by (ee 


ſecret committee, and that the ſecret committee be inſtructed to 

proceed, without delay, to fix the place of meeting? 
| 2 . « ; "$A 3 as - 
Now, gentlemen, as I before vobſerved to you, what muſt 

have been the conſequence if the opinion of the people, or of 
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any number of the people, had acknowledged theſe acts of the 
Britiſh Convention of the delegates, had therefore acknowledged 
J them as delegates of the people, if they were to be ſupported by 
-- the people, and they had attempted to ſupport them, what con- 
| ſlequences could have followed but thoſe of a civil war?) 
_ Gentlemen, you all know'that this convention was diſperſed 
by the authority of the, civil magiſtrate; being diſperſed, you 
know proſecutions took place, which became the ſubject of 
conſiderable degree of clamour. =» = , 
Gentlemen, this ſociety for Conſtitutional Information, in a 
variety of reſolutions, approved and adopted all that was done in 
this convention at Edinburgh, and on the 17th of Jan. 1994, 
they came to reſolutions of the ſtrongeſt tendency, they refolved 
that law ceaſes to be an object ot obedience, whenever it be- 
comes an inſtrument of oppreſſion. “ „% 
burt. Whoſe reſolutions do you ſtate this to be ? | 
. The Conſtitutional Society. * That law ceaſes to be 
an object of obedience, whenever it becomes an inſtrument of 
L oppreſſion. | | | 
That we recal to mind, with the deepeſt ſatisfaction, the 
merited fate of the infamous Jefferies, once Lord Chief Juſtice 
of England; who, at the æra of the glorious revolution, for the 
many iniquitous ſentences which he had paſſed, was torn to 


pieces by a brave and injured people. 
Reſolved, That thoſe who imitate his example deſerve his 


T | - . 
+ Now, I will here obſerve to you, gentlemen, this is immedi- 
ately following the proceedings of Scotland, and the tranſactions 
- there of which they complain. I cannot give it any conſtruction 
but that of direct incitement of the people in Scotland; that they 
ought to exerciſe that ſort of ſummary juſtice, by the people 
- _ themſelves, to thoſe who compoſed the Courts there, which is 
here ſtated to be the fate of the infamous Jefferies.  * 
1 Then they ſtate a reſolve, + That the Tweed, though it 
Fo © may divide countries, ought not, and does not, make a ſepara- 
tion between thoſe principles of common ſeverity, in which 
Engliſhmen and Scotchmen are equally intereſted; that injuſtice 
in Scotland is injuſtice in England; and that the ſafety of Eng- 
=. . Þhmenis endangered whenever their brethren of Scotland, for 
_ 2 conduct which entitles them to the approbation of all wiſe; 
3 e und the ſupport of all brave men, are ſentenced to Botany-Bay, 
; 2 puniſhment hitherto inflicted only on felons.” „ 
S8o that here, gentlemen, you ſee it is not merely that they quar- 
rel with the ſeverity of the ſentence, but they aſſert, that the eon- 
duct of the perſons, againſt whom theſe ſentence were paſt, were 
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not . not criminal i in the high degree which could merit Shs 


a ſentence, that it was not criminal at all, but it was that which 
entitled them to'the approbation of all wiſe, and the ſupport gb 3 


all brave men. 


Now, gentlemen, the reſolutions drawn under the direction of a 


man of the deſcription of the priſoner at the bar, one may be per- 
mitted to advert even to particular words; and the words there, 
the wiſe and brave, the one alluding to approbation, and che 
other to ſupport, deſerve your notice. 


Mr. 7ooke. Am I to underſtand, that the Solicitor General 


pledges himſelf to prove all that he ſtates; in failing of RS 
takes off all the force of that part that he ſtates. 
Court. Undoubted, Mr. Tooke: 


Mr. Tooke. F underſtand the Solicitor 5 to 3 5 : | 


thoſe reſolutions were drawn up under my direction. 
Mr. Solicitor General. What I meant to ſtate” is, that chis 
was a meeting in which Mr. Tooke was in the chair; at that 


time theſe reſolutions were come to; whether he actually 


drew up the reſolutions is another thing; and I meant merely 


to ſay, that Mr. Tovke is a man of that deſcription, that he 
underſtood the critical meaning of words, and their policy” 


b 


in the cleareſt and plaineſt ſenſe. 


Gentlemen, the reſolutions proceed,“ Reſolved, That we. 


ſee with regret, but we ſee without fear, that the period 1s faſt 
approaching when the liberties of Britons muſt depend not upon 
. reafon, to which they have long appealed, nor on their powers 
of expreſſing it, but on their firm and undaunted reſolution to 
oppoſe tyranny wy the ſame means by which it is exerciſed.” | _ 
ys Relolyed, That we APProFe of the conduct of the Buſh 
Convention, &c.” _ 
Gentlemen, on theſe ewo.reſolutions I muſt 5 leave to —_ 
this obſervation, becauſe it appears to me to belong to me; in 
the firſt place, this is a complete approbation of the conduct of 
the Britiſh Convention, and it diſtinguiſhes them in the very 
character they aſſume, that of delegates of the people; and 
from the former reſolution it is clear, that the intention of the 


people was to be drawn to the probability of a time approaching, 
when the e of Britain muſt depend, not on reaſon. ner on 


their powers of expreſſing it, but on their firm and undaninted 


reſolution to oppoſe tyranny by the ſame means with Wich k 
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was exerciſed; calling tyranny that means which diſperied: the +" 


convention in Scotland, and attributing that diſperſion to force, 


and declaring their i intention, when enabled ſo tg do, to . : 


force by force. 
This is the interpretation I put on theſe relolutians; whether 
you will put that on them is for you to determine.- | 
- theſe reſolutions having been entered i into by ne 
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Society for Conſtitutional Information, on the 19th bf January; 
on the z th of January there was a meeting of the ſociety, 
called the London Correſponding Sotiety, at the Globe Ta- 
vern. | 5 | 265 8 
Now, Gentlemen, the proceedings of that meeting at the 
Sloble Tavern, are ſuch as make it neceſſary for me to call 
. Trop ns 
At a general meeting of the London Correſponding So- 
ciety, held at the Globe Tavern, in the Strand, on Monday, 
the 20th day of 3 1794, Citizen John Martin in the 
chair, the flowing a frets to the people of Great Britain 
and Ireland, was read and agreed to.“ Then there follows 
an addreſs to the people of Great Britain and Ireland. It 
proceeds to ſtate, * that if we look to Ireland, we find that 
the acknowledged privilege of the people to meet for the ſup- 
port of their rights and liberty, ſo attempted by terror, to be 
1 N away by a late infamous act of parliament. In Scot- 
and, the wicked hand of power has been impudently exerted, 
without even the wretched formality of an act of parliament. 
' Magiſtrates have forcibly intruded into the peaceful and law- 
ful meetings of freemen ; and, by force (not only without 
law, but againſt law) have, under colour of magiſterial' of- 
fice, interrupted their deliberations, and prevented their aſſo- 
ciation.” Then they ſay, „„ . 
The wiſdom and good conduct of the Britiſh Convention 
at Edinburgh, has been ſuch: as to defy their bittereſt enemies 
to name the law, which they have broken; notwithſtanding 
which, their papers have been ſeized, and made uſe of as evi- 
dence againſt them; and many virtuous and meritorious indi- 
viduals, have been as cruelly, as unjuſtly, for their virtuous 
actions, diſgraced and deſtroyed by infamous and illegal ſen- 
tences of tranſportation.” 7 RC; | 


| hen it proceeds, 5 
„Citizens, we all approve of the ſentiments, and are daily 
repeating the words, for which theſe, our reſpectable and va- 
luable brethren, are tlius unjuſtly and inhumanly ſuffering. 

We too aſſociate, in order to obtain a fair, and free, and full 
trepreſentation of the people, in a houſe of real national repre- 
ſentatives. Are we alſo willing to be treated as felons, for 
claĩming this our inherent right, which we are determined never 
to forego but with our lives, and which none but thieves and 


-, traitors can wiſh to withhold from us? Conſider it is one and 


the ſame corrupt influence, which, at this time, domineers in 
Ireland, Scotland, and England. „ 5 
Can you believe, that thoſe who ſend virtuous Irithmen' 
and Scotehmen, fettered, with felons, to Botany Bay, do not 

meditate, and will not attempt to ſeize the firſt moment to ſend 
—— 9 o 
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they demanded, was their inherent right; that which they 


would never forego but with their lives, and which none but 


thieves and traitors can wiſh to withhold from them. = 
Gentlemen, they proceed, If we had not juſt cauſe to 
apprehend the ſame inhuman treatment—if, inſtead of the 
moſt imminent danger, we were in perfect ſafety from it, 
ſhould we not diſdain to enjoy any liberty or privilege what- 


ever, in which our honeſt Iriſh and Scotch brethixen did not 


equally and as fully participate with us. -Their cauſe, then, 
and ours, are the ſame; and it is both our duty and our in- 
tereſt to ſtand or fall together. The- Iriſh Parliament, and 
the Scotch Judges, actuated by the ſame Engliſh influence, 
have brought us directly to the point. There is no farther 
ſtep beyond that which they have taken. We are at iflue; 
we muſt now chuſe at once, either liberty or ſlavery, for our- 
ſelves and our poſterity. Will you wait until barracks are 
erected in every village, and until ſubſidized Heſhans and Ha- 
noverians are upon us?” Ne 8 5 a 
Gentlemen, what is this? Is it not a declaration, that the 
government of the country, and this ſociety, aſſuming to 


themſelves the character of the people, were at iſſue that 


there was no further ſtep beyond that which had been taken by 


the government that the people, therefore, muſt now chuſe at 


once, either liberty or ſlavery, for themſelves and poſterity ? 


I cannot conſtrue this no otherwiſe than as an actual declara- 
tion of war againſt the conſtituted authority, an appeal to the 


ſword rank rebellion. | 3 | 
Gentlemen, they proceed to ſhow it was their intention to 
act by their own force; they ſay, you may aſk by what 
means ſhall we ſeek redreſs ? | | ES 

We anſwer, that men in a ſtate of civilized ſociety, are 
bound to ſeek redreſs of the grievances from the law, as long 
as any redreſs can be obtained by the laws ; but our common 
maſter whom we ſerve (whoſe law is a law of liberty, and 
whoſe ſervice is perfect freedom) has taught us not to expect to 


gather grapes from thorns, nor figs from thiſtles. We mult have 


redreſs from our own laws, and not from the laws of our 


plunderers, enemies, and oppreſſors. Who is it that they ſtyle 
their plunderers, enemies, and oppreſſors? The conſtituted g- 
vernment, and the conſtituted legiſlature of the country, from 


whom, they ſay, they are not to ſeek redreſs. 


Gentlemen, that is, they can make no laws; they can create 


no laws, according to the conſtituted government ofthis coun- 


try, by which they can obtain redreſs. They muſt, therefore, 
form a new power, which power 7 aſſume the character 


of 


an 


\ 
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- Here, Gentlemen, repeating the aſſertion; that that which _ 
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of taking into their own hands the' government of the 
country. Te = | CEN he 5 5 IDE ul ; Be 3 
SGentlemen, if you can give a different interpretation to 
theſe words, if the . ntlemen who are of counſel for 
che priſoner, or, if the priſoner himſelf, not inferior in learn- 
ing to any man, can give a different interpretation to thoſe 
words, he muſt have the benefit of it. I can give none; the 
interpretation ſeems to me to be plain and clear; it is a de- 
elaration, that they would ſeek redreſs, not from the legiſla- 
ture of the country as eſtabliſned not from the adminiſtration 
of the government of the country, adminiſtering the laws of 
the country, but they would ſeek redreſs from their own laws; 
which, if they did, they could not help aſſuming a legiſlativs 
71 85 and laws, which ny could not execute but by af- 
ming to themſelves ſuch a force, againſt the executive go- 
vernment of the country, as ſhould be ſufficient to execute 
thoſe laws which ſhould be made by them. They proceed 
then to ſtate, the manner in which they were to make thoſe 
laws, and to execute them. They ſay, © there is no redreſs 
for a nation, circumſtanced as we are, but in a fair, free, and + 
full repreſentation of the people.” Then they declare, they . 
were determined to obtain that fair, free, and full repreſenta- 
tion, which would give them their redreſs, and how ?—4« Re- 
folved, that during the enſuing ſeſſion of parliament, the ge- 
neral committee of this ſociety do meet daily, for the pur- 
Poſe of watching the proceedings of the parliament, and 'of 
the adminiſtration of the government of this country.” And 
Here they take up what was done in the Britiſh Convention : 
% And that upon the firſt introduction of any bill, or motion, 
inimical to the liberties of the people; ſuch as for landing fo- 
reign troops in Great Britain or Ireland, for ſuſpending the 
Habeas Corpus AR, for proclaiming martial law, or from 
preventing the people from meeting in ſocieties for conſtitu- 
tional information, or any other innovation of a fimilar na- 
ture, that, on any of theſe emergencies, the General Com- 
mittee ſhall iſſue ſummonſes to the delegates of each diviſion, _ 
and alfo to the fecretaries of the different ſocieties, affiliated 
and correſponding with this ſociety, forthwith to call a general 
convention of the people, to be held in ſuch place, and in ſuch 
manner, as ſhall be ſpecified in the ſummons, for the purpoſa 
of taking ſuch meaſures into their conſideration.” _ 5 
Now, Gentlemen, the connection between this and the 
Britiſh' Convention, is clear and plain; here is the adoption of 
the reſolution which the Britiſh Convention had come to; and. 
here it is plain, theſe perſons meant to carry into execution 
that which they ſupport, and with to be effected. They meant 
Pls 355 D 1 | | to 
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to ſupport that Convention, which they wiſhed to aſſemble by 
their own force, for by no other means could they make thoſe 
| laws which they propoſed to make, for that redreſs which they 
could not expect from the laws of their plunderers, enemies, 
and oppreſſors, the conſtituted government of this country. _ 
Gentlemen, there are 1 reſolutions which were come 
to by the ſociety, and which are publiſhed. I will read to 
you, of the 20th of January; they are more properly toaſts, 
= at the anniverſary dinner, after. the reſolutions which I 


„ 


have ſtated to have been come to at that meeting. | 
Gentlemen, the firſt was, „The Rights of Man, and may 
Britons never want ſpirit to aſſert them. 8 „„ 
Second. & The Britiſh Convention lately held at Edin- 
burgh, and ſucceſs to the important object it had in view. 
Thi. 8 William Skirving, charged by the ſen- 
tence of the Court of Juſticiary, with the honour of being 
the cauſe of calling that Convention. «4 
Fourth. The London Correſponding Society, and other 
patriotic ſocieties of Great Britain and Ireland. 15 
Fifth. Citizen Maurice Margarot, the condemned dele- 
gate of this ſociety; and may his many and patriotic conduct 
be rewarded by the attachment of the people.“ 
Gentlemen, then there are ſeveral others, ſuch as © Succeſs 
to the arms of freedom, againſt whomſoever directed; and con- 
fuſion to deſpots, with whomſoever allied. | „„ 
All that is good in every conſtitution; and may wo never 
be ſuperſtitious enough to reverence in any that which is good 
for nothing.“ 5 85 N Eo 
What that was that was good for nothing, I think the pur- 
port of the evidence that will be produced. to you, will clearly 
ſhew. Then there follows this: 1 . DDE 25 
« Citizen Thomas Paine; may his virtue riſe ſuperior to 
calumny and ſuſpicion, and his name ſtill be dear to Bri- 
tons.“ 5 „„ Row od 
Gentlemen, there are many others, which I ſhall nat trou- 
ble you with. On the 24th of January 1794, the ſociety. for 
Conſtitutional Information, came to this reſolution, That 
the London Correſponding Society have deſerved well of their 
country ;” and, a motion was made, that the moſt excellent 
| addreſs of the London Correſponding Society be inſerted in 
the books of this ſociety ;” and then they ſay, “ Reſol a4 
that the. ſecretary be ordered to cauſe forty thouſand copies o 
the addreſs, the Heech, and theſe reſolutions, to be printed on 
2 4 and properly diſtributed in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland.“ ee | Rn ES 8 
Nou, with reſpect to theſe reſolutions, I underſtand that a 
e 12 | conſiderable 
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* conſiderable part is in the hand-writing of the priſoner at the bar, 
and I believe it will not be diſputed. . = | 
Gentlemen, theſe proceedings neceſſarily led to that which 
followed. You ſee, gentlemen, that the object of the proceed- 
ings of the 17th of January, 20th and 24th of January, were 
clearly intended to lead to aſſembling, at a time when it ſhould 
be thought expedient, another Britith Convention. 
Now, Gentlemen, on the 28th of March, the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information, received a letter from the Correſponding 
Society, dated the 27th of March, ſtating it to be a letter from 
the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society to the Se- 
cretary of the Conſtitutional 3 Alt is this, “ Citizen, I 
am directed by the London Correſponding Society to tranſmit 
the following reſolutions to the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, and to requeſt the ſentiments of that Society reſpect- 
ing the important meaſures which the preſent juncture of affairs 
ſeems to require. | LE | 

„The 3 Correſponding Society conceives, that the 
moment is arrived when a full and explicit declaration is neceſ- 
fary from all the friends of freedom; whether the late illegal 
and unheard of proſecutions and ſentences ſhall determine us to 
abandon our cauſe, or ſhall excite us to purſue a radical Reform, 
with an ardour proportioned to the magnitude of the object, and 
with a zeal as diſtinguiſhed on our parts as the treachery of 
others, in the ſame glorious cauſe, is notorious. | 

The Society for Conſtitutional Information is, therefore, 
required to determine, whether or no they will be ready, when 
called upon, to act in conjunction with this and other Societies, 
to obtain a fair repreſentation of the people ; whether they con- 
cur with us in ſecing the neceſſity of a ſpeedy Convention for 
the purpoſe of obtaining, in a conſtitutional and legal method, 
a redreſs of "thoſe grievances under which we at preſent labour, 
and which can only be effectually removed by a full and fair 
_ repreſentation of the people of Great Britain. 5 

The London Correſponding Society cannot but remind 
their friends, that the preſent criſis demands all the prudence, una- 
nimity, and vigour that ever may or can be exerted by men and 
Britons ; nor do they doubt, but that, manly firmneſs and con- 
fiſtency will finally, and they believe ſhortly, terminate in the full 
_ accompliſhment of all their wiſhes. I am, fellow citizen, (in 
my humble meaſure) a friend to the rights of man, T. Hardy, 
Secretary.“ | 5 . 1 
* Reſolved unanimouſly—Firſt, That dear as juſtice and li- 
berty are to Britons, yet the value of them is comparatively ſmall 
without a dependence on their permanency, and there can be no 
ſecurity for the continuance of any right but in equal laws. 


* 
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Second, That equal laws can never be expected but by a 
full and fair repreſentation of the people, to obtain which, in the 
Way pointed out by the conſtitution, has been and is the ſole ob- 
| je& of this Society. For this we are ready to hazard every 
thing, and never but with our lives will we relinquiſh an ob- _ 
ject which involves the happineſs, or even the political exiſtence 
of ourſelves and 3 | | 8 5 4 
Third, That it is the decided opinion of this ſociety, that 
to ſecure ourſelves from future illegal and ſcandalous proſecu- 
tions, to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuſt ſentences, and 
to recal thoſe wiſe and wholeſome laws that have been wreſted 
from us, and of which ſcarcely a veſtige remains, there ought 
to be immediately a convention of the people, by delegates 
deputed for that purpoſe, from the different Societies of the 
Friends of Freedom, aſſembled in different parts of this nation. 
And we pledge ourſelves to the public, to purſue every legal 
method ſpeedily to accompliſh ſo defirable a purpoſe oe" 
Gentlemen, you will obſerve this letter is amply larded with the 
words legal and conſtitutional—the inſertion of thoſe words will 
not make things legal which are not ſo; you ſee the tendency of 
all this was to call a convention of the people—to a&, andupon 
what ?—* To ſecure ourſelves from future illegal and ſcandalous 
proſecutions, to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuſt ſentences, -- 
-and to recal thoſe wife and wholeſome laws that have been 
wreſted from us, and of which ſcarcely a veſtige remains. 
Gentlemen, is not the avowed purpoſe for which this 
convention was to be aſſembled to alter the whole frame and 
- ſyſtem of things, for it is under the pretence of ſecuring the 
rights of the people; it is under the pretence of preventi 
corruptions, and under the pretence of recalling thoſe wiſe — : 
' wholeſome laws that have been wreſted from them, and of 
which ſcarcely a veſtige remains; altering the whole ſyſtem of 
the adminiſtration of juſtice, and of the laws by which that - 
juſtice was to be adminiſtered ; and that the people were to make | 
thoſe laws for the purpoſe of adminiſtering juſtice to themſelves ? 
Then they add, P. S. I have to inform you, that a general 
meeting of the ſociety will be holden on Monday, the 14th 
April, the place to be announced by public advertiſement.” — 
That which is a ſort of poſtſcript, is material, becauſe you will 
find that meeting, on Monday the 14th of April, was the meet, 
ing held at the Chalk Farm, by the London Correſponding 
Society.—In anſwer to this, the Conſtitutional Society ſay, 
6 Refined, That it is fit and proper, and the duty of this 
ſociety, to ſend an anſwer to the London Correſponding So- 


ciety,” „ $2 
| * Ordaicd, 


% 
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5 Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the London Cor... 


reſponding Society, that we have received their communication, 
and heartily concur with them in;the objects they have in view; 
and that for the purpoſe of a more ſpeedy and effectual co-ope- 
ration we invite them to fend to this ſociety, next Friday evening, 


a delegation of ſome of their members. 


Gentlemen, in conſequence of this, a delegation did take 
place, and on the 4th £ April, the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information (the Priſoner at the bar appearing to be preſent, as 
he was alſo at the meeting upon the 28th of March) met, and 
there was read a letter from the Committee of the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, acquainting this Society, that they had deputed 
five perſons of the names of Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, 

Richard Hodgſon, John Lovett, and John Baxter, to hold a 
conference ; accordingly, theſe five perſons attended, and it 
was reſolved, that a delegation ſhould be appointed to meet the 
members deputed by the London Correſponding Society, named 
Sharpe, T ooke, Joyce, Wardle, Bond, and Holcrofſft. 
Gentlemen, when the ſociety left the room in which they then 
were, the conference between the deputies of the two, ſocieties 
began, being left together. There was a reſolution, ** that there be 
a committee of correſpondence appointed of the members of this 
ſociety —and that is the Committee of Correſpondence I, 
adverted to very early in the cauſe, as being at the inſtance of 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information, of which the Priſo- 
ner was a member. The perſons that compoſed that commit- 
tee to confer upon the ſubject of the convention, were Moore, 

- Thelwall, Hodgſon, Lovett, and Baxter, from the Correſ- 
ponding Society, and Sharpe, Tooke, Joyce, Wardle, Bond, 

and Holcroft, from the Conſtitutional Society. | 

Gentlemen, on the 11th of April, 1794, Mr. Joyce made the 
report (the priſoner being preſent) of the meeting of the Dele- 
gates of the London Correſponding Society for the purpoſe of 
this Society co-operating (that is the Conſtitutional Society) with 
the London Correſponding Society, and that they had, come to 

the following reſolutionn?s?s? 9r 8 

Firſt, Refolved, That it appears to this Committee very de- 

firable, that a general Meeting, or Convention of the Friends 

of Liberty, ſhould be called for the purpoſe of taking into conſi- 
eration the proper methods of obtaining a full and fair repre- 

ſentation of the people. > | 3 . 

« Second, Reſolved, That it is recommended to the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information, and the London Correſpondin 

Society, to inſtitute a regular and preffing correſpondence wick | 


all thoſe parts of the country where ſuch meaſures are likely to 
de promoted, not only to inſtigate the ſocieties, already formed, 


but 


/ 


— 
* 


JOHN HORNE TOOKE. _ "ot 


but to endeayour alſo to produce ſuch other aſſociations as may, I 
further the general object. f . „ 


4 Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the general 
object will be much promoted if a ſtanding committee of co 
operation, between the two focieties, were eſtabliſhed for the 
_ purpoſe of holding perſonal communication with ſuch members 
of ſimilar ſocieties, in other parts of the country, as may occa- 
ſionally be in London, and who may be authorized by their re- 
ſpective ſocieties to act with ſuch committees. 6” 
Gentlemen, then they read a letter from the Secretary of tze 
London Correſponding Society, of the 1oth of April, 1794. 
ſtating, that he is directed to inform the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information, that they approve of the Reſolutions of the Com- 
mittee of Conference, and therefore they chuſe the five perſons 
named, and inſiſting upon preſſing, and recommending to them 
to conſtitute a Committee of co-operation and communication; 
then it was reſolved, that the Report of the Committee of Dele- 
gates be entered in the books of this Society; they then reſolve, }. 
« That it appears to this Society very defirable, that a general 
meeting of the Friends of Liberty ſhould be called for the pur- 
| poſe of taking into conſideration the proper methods of obtaining 
a full and fair repreſentation of the people.” Repeating the Re- 
ſolution of the Committee of the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, with this variation, Reſolved, That it appears to 1 
this ſociety very deſirable a general meeting of the Friends 
of Liberty ſhould be called.” From which, I underſtood, 
there was a ſort of debate about the uſe of the word Con- 
vention,” which was a term that had in itſelf ſomething offenſive, 
therefore the term © convention”? was omitted, and the word . 
meeting ſubſtituted in its place; but the difference between 
meeting and convention, it ſeems to me, will be very difficult to 
| diſcover. Then there is a reſolution, * that the committee f 
correſpondence, already appointed by this ſociety be the com- 
mittee for co-operation and communication with the committees 
of other ſocieties.” Ft | RES 
„ Ordered, That the ſecretary be deſired to ſend a letter to the - 
London Correſponding Society, acquainting them with the mem- - 
bers of this ſociety, appointed to confer with them.“ . 
pt of the 


* Reſolved, That Mr. Joyce be requeſted to acce 
office of ſecretary to the committee of correſpondence : . + _ 
Mr. Joyce, being preſent, accepted of the ſaid office accord- 7 


Ihen, gentlemen, on the gth May following, they read a 
pamphlet, containing certain proceedings of the London Correſ- 
ponding Society; and of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion. 5 the mean time there had taken place, a ſort of anni- 
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verſary dinner of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, at 
the Crown and Anchor Tavern, on the 2d of May; ſome 
toaſts were drank, which do not appear to be followed by this 
ſociety, and, ſtrong as they ſeem to appear, they are very little 
ſtronger than thoſe before adopted; there was the Rights of 
Man, and ſeveral others, the objects of which were preciſely 
the ſame as thoſe which I have before ſtated to you. However, 
when they are read, you will ſee what they are, and what 
effect they ought to have upon you. „ 
SGentlemen, there was then the meeting upon the 14th of 
April, of the London Correſponding Society, at Chalk Farm. 
With reſpect to the proceedings, at that meeting, they have the 
ſame tendency; but there is one thing ſtriking in them, when 
they are ad you will ſee what effect they ought to have. | 
am very ſorry to detain you ſo long as I have done, therefore, 1 
rather run over this part, becauſe I think I have ſaid enough for 
you to form for yourſelves a general opinion upon the whole. 
Gentlemen, there is a letter from the London Correſponding 
Society to the Society of the Friends of the People, trom which 
I think it is manifeſt the Friends of the People held themſelves 
aloof from them; and therefore the conduct of the Friends of 
the People ſeems diſtinctly to have called upon the ſociety to 
avow their principles, if they were not ſuch as to be deemed 
dangerous to the conſtitution of the county. 
_ Gentlemen, on the 12th May, the Secretaries of theſe two 
ſocieties were apprehended, and, upon a ſubſequent day (I be- 
lieve the 16th May) the Priſoner at the bar; there had been, 
however, in the mean time, a ſort of circular letter, written by 
the Secretary to the London Correſponding Society, for the 
purpoſe of inviting the different country Societies to {end dele- 
gates to this propoſed convention; and it appears that the Com- 
mittee of Correſpondence and Co-operation was fitting at Beau- 
fort Buildings in the Strand, where Mr. Thelwall lived, and 
where the members of the Correſponding Society, and of the 
Conſtitutional Society, ſometimes met. Mr. Thelgall held lec- 
tures there, and was an aſſociated member of the Conſtitutional. 
Society, and of the Committee of Co-operation that was fitting 
for carrying into execution the plan they had formed; and at this 
moment it was the arreft of theſe ſeveral perſons took place. 
Now, Gentlemen, I would only call to -your recolleQtion, 
what muſt have been the probable conſequences, if the conven- 
tion alluded to, and propoſed to be aſſembled by thoſe perſons; 
had actually aflembled.  _ 2 e 
Gentlemen, the reſolutions of the 19th January, the -20the 
January, and the 24th January, appear to me clearly and 
deciſively to prove, that the objec they had in view, in ON 
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that convention of the people, was to carry into execution bß/7/ 
means of that convention; the ſeveral objects Which the7/ 
Jetail in their ſeveral addreſſes, and when you recollect the term  -* 
of thoſe addreſſes, you mult recollect they are expreſſed in ſu el 


terms, that they might lead to any thing, and that in no degree 
whatſoever do they lead diſtinctly to a ſimple feform in that j 
part of the conſtitution, the Commons Houſe of Parliament ; — 
but if they had for their object a reform in the Commons Houſe 3 
ol Parliament, to be effetted by ſuch convention, acting by its 
own laws, and not by the laws of the couſtirution of the coun- 
try, the crime is equally, that of High Treafon, as it would de- | 
prive the conſtituted legiſlation of its powers, becauſe th? Con- 
vention would act and conſtitute themſelves in the place of that 
legiſlature, for they ſay, they were reſolved not to take the laws 
of their plunderers, enemies and oppreſſors; they declare the 
whole of that which they are about is to take the 43 from 
thoſe who hold it, into their own hands, and to act upon that 
principles #7275 5 „ N 
Gentlemen, What can be faid in anſwer to this caſe? T have 
reaſon to think from experience, that the principal facts I have 
ſtated cannot be controverted by evidence, or explained away by 
argument, becauſe I am ſure if either could have been done, 
or if both could have been done, both would have been done ; 
and if either could have been done, that one would have been. 
done. I am therefore firmly perſuaded that the fats of the caſe 
cannot be controverted, and that thoſe facts remaining uncon- 
troverted, cannot be explained wax. 
Gentlemen, It may be ſaid, the priſoner at the bat, whatever 
might be the views of others, or whatever might be the mo- 
tives of others, was himſelf of_a different diſpoſition ; but it is 
impoſſible that a man of his abilities and of his character, ſhould 
repreſent himſelf as a man deceived or deluded; he may affert 
that his principles were totally adverſe to thoſe of perfons who 
might with for a new order of things, except ſo far as a reform 
in the Commons Houſe of Parliament, reſerving every other part 
of the conſtitution, and that he had no conception of obtain= - 
ing that by any other means than by the means of the conſti- 
tuted legiſlature : and, Gentlemen, it may perhaps be afferted, 
that he has upon various occaſions, expreſſed himfelf as a man 
attached to the conſtitution itſelf, as a man attached to the heres 
ditary monarchy, and as a mari attached to the Houſe of Lords; 
that he has always profeſſed to approve of all branches of the 
conſtltution; but ſuppoſing, Gentlemen, the fact was, that his 
actions did not go with thoſe aſſertions with reſpect to that at- 
tachment; do we not know that perſons who have avowed 
thoſe opinions, have Rill purſued contrary meaſures ; we well 


| know. 
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er in the year 1745, and in the reign of King 
William, and even in that of Queen Ann. The perſons wie 
wiſhed to reſtore the pretender, flattered themſelves they ſhould 
have eſtabliſhed popery in this country: were any of them leſs 
guilty of high treaſon, though their wiſhes were for the preſer- 
vation of the conſtitution and religion of the country, and think- 
ing it, from motives of their own, proper to. put a different 
pie upon the throne... 1 
Gentlemen, men, however frequently make profeſſions, which 
they do not mean to keep, a man may have monarchy on his lips, 
when his heart is far from it, the cafe of Lord Lovat is an in- 
Hance, who was perpetually profeſſing loyalty, and yet was for 
a number of years engaged in deep ſchemes, to overturn that 
government, for which he profeſied and avowed ſo much loyalty. 
he language of the French Convention in 1791, as is obſerved 
upon by Mr, Paine and Mr. Barlow, whoſe works are ſo much 
admired by the priſoner at the bar and others, ſpoke with 
the greateſt reverence of monarchy until the time was come, 
when they thought they could overturn it; but gentlemen, we 
have a melancholy inſtance, that the greateſt of traitors me 


| 1 na an attachment and loyalty, at the moment the deepeſ 
cheme is laid for deſtruction ; we know that Judas Ifcariot pro- 
feſſed his attachment to his ſacred maſter, while contemplating 
an act of the greateſt treachery, and in completion of that act 
cried, All Hail Maſter, and kiſſed him; but does it follow becauſe 
a man holds the. language of loyalty, he is himſelf loyal, that is 
certainly not ſufficient. If the priſoner was loyal to the con- 
ſtitution of the country, what does he mean as to his reſolutions 
with reſpect to Paine and Barlow, and ſeveral others, that will 
be detailed to you, and which carry to the view of ordinary men 
_ a direct different tendency What did he mean by the addreſs 
to the Jacobins, when he ſpoke of them as fellow-labourers in 
the common cauſe — What did he mean by the addreſs to the 
National Convention What did he mean by ſaying in his 
letter, that the vipers, Ariſtocracy and Monarchy, were wreath- . 
ing and panting in the graſp of liberty Did he mean to ſay, 
that he was loyally attached to Monarchy, when he denominated 
It as a viper, and. deſcribed it as in the moment of extinction 
Did he mean to expreſs his loyalty by the admiſſion of St. 
André, Barrere, and Roland, in the ſociety, by holding up 
their ſpeeches upon the trial of the King of France Why, was 
there ſecret committees; and why was there to be a convention 
of the people, if.his purpoſes were perfectly loyal—If he meant 
that which perhaps it may be contended he did mean, and if he 
meant to make that reform by an application to the legiſlatufe,' , 
Which he profeſſed to make; if therefore witneſſes ſhould be 
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alias; in any 1 to any ſuch 3 of Wiles, can 


they make any change in your ſentiments; can they take the 5 


words vipers, Ariſtocracy and Monarchy, out of thoſe ſeveral 


addreſſes; gan they blot out the proceedings of the Britiſh Con- 
vention, or can they deſtroy the proceedings of the I 7th, 20th, 


and 24th of January—If not, what purpoſe can they ſerve; at 


the utmoſt, it can be nothing but afi attempt to oppoſe! negative 


evidence to poſitive facts, which, under the circumſtances of the 


caſe, I think you will be perfuaded cannot be accounted for; 


I fit down, therefore, entlemen, with a. full perſuaſion that 5 
be produced to you cannot be contro -' 


the evidence which will 
verted, and that its effect cannot be èontroverted; that it will 


— 


fairly prove the charge of High Treaſon contained in the indict- 


ment, and that you, mindful of your own oaths, will recolle& 


the important charge you have, and that to your verdict is com- 
mitted the ſafety of the conſtitution of this country; you will 


be mindful that the priſoner at the bar is one of the members of 
the ſociety, and is likewiſe as much within your protection as the 


collected body of ſociety 3 you are bound as much to do juſtice . 
to him as to the country; but mindful of the duty you owe to 
the country and to ſociety, you are to give a juſt, true, and 


honeſt verdict; you are not to be deluded by pretences, but to 
endeavour to diſcover what the truth of the caſe i is, and, * 
diſeovered it, ſo to give your verdict, 


1 Mactran ſworn.—Examined by Mr. BowER. 
. You are one of the King's meſſengers: ? 
. 

9. Did you ever go to the houſe of a Feen of the name of 
Daniel Adams? | 

A, Yes, Sir. 8 5 

2, Upon what occaſion did you Fe 


f 


A. I went on the 12th of May laſt, by virtue of a warrant | 


from the Secretary of State. Jn the morning, about a quarter 

before eight o'Clock, I went to the houſe. of Mr. Daniel 

— and took him into cuſtody, together with his Pope and 
ooks. 


2. Look at that book (a book ſhewn him), and tell us Whether 5 


that is one of thoſe you ſeized there? 


A. This is one of the boaks I found in che offen of Mr. 


Adams. | 
Ar. Bower, Then ont it in. 


WILLIAM WoODFALL ſworn.—Examined bs ut Law. 
2. Is that the N of Mr. Tooks? een 
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4. 1 believe this part is, but 1 contint ſwear 3 „% . 
. You are not asked to do that. f 
I mean only to ſay, for my own fake and 4 of "FM ary, 
"ai 1 ſwear onl y as far as the relemblance of the woo * me, 
that I believe it is. | 8 
2 You believe that is? 3 
2 I believe that to be Mr. 'Tooke? 8 hand-wiiting, 
- You hive ſeen him write? 


I have ſeen him write, but not lo often as to ſneak n 


that, but from his writing that has paſſed through my hands. 


2. Bet however, from writing that you have ſeen, you are 


able to form a judgment? 
A. I cannot form a deciſive judgment, | but I believe from the 
_ ance it is. 
Croſs- examined by Mr, * 
3 Are you ſire you have ſeen me write? 
Yes, Sir. 
,; When, and how long ago? 
A. Some years ago. | 
How many: | | 8 
LT Some-years, I believe full ee 8 
. And not ſince that period? . 2 | | 
That you will recolle& is remarkable, becauſe I allude ts 


18 


the circumſtance of a ſubſcription for the widows of the Ame- 


Ticans who loſt their lives at the battle of Lexington. 
. That is full nineteen years ago. 8 
That was in 1777. : 


"©, I know the time, for I was proſecuted for it. —[ 1 


4 


you a have a good memory for what you hear, but you ſhould have 


a good memory for what you ſee, 


A. I know why 1 fix upon that circumRance, 1 it lives 


upon record. You delivered to me, in my brother's counting- 


houſe, a copy of the advertiſement, upon which, I think, you 


wrote the words, For the London Packet and Morning Chro- | 
nicle. When the libel came on to be tried two years aſter, an 


indifferent witneſs, whoſe name I cannot recollect, proved the 
hand-writing in the very way (if it can be called proof) I now 


prove it; and he ſtated a fact, that you had delivered one of thoſe 


— 


5 copies to be ſent round. T hey were delivered to him and me, 
and in the courſe of your examination you admitted and ſtated 
it was for ſuch and ſuch a purpoſe. I know this alſo from a copy 


of the trial, publiſhed by Mr. Gurney, who believe is one of 


the moſt accurate note takers known in his time. I don't know 
that I have ever ſeen you write but once; but ſo lately as the 


* 179! ſome of your writing pailed through my hands. Fe 
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Does the witneſs e that was my bend ente or only 
underſtood it to be ſo? 

AJ. That I thought ſo, and that the very paper which I have. 
mentioned was ſworn” to by a third perſon, and i in the courſe of 

the examination you recognized the fac. 

Qt. Speak to the Court. I underftand you to ſpeak of that , 

which paſſed nineteen years ago? 

A. I do, and partly refreſhed by ſubſequent: writings delivered 
into my hands. 

9. Do you recollect what you faw me write? 

A. No. 

C. Do you mean to ſwear that is my nd i? 5 
A. I mean to ſwear, that to the beſt of my recollection, from 
reſemblance, 1 believe it to be your's. (Another book ſbetun the 
witneſs. ) I believe the body of this to be Mr. Tooke' 8 nd 
writing, but the bottom does not appear to be. 

2. What appears not to be? 

A. The ſuperſcription. TL TH = 

William Tooke Harwood, Chairman 725 ; 
4. I think that is not—and a particular reaſon that makes me 


doubt is, the R's in the body and the R in the word Chairman * 


are diſtinctly differently made. 

Mr. Tooke. All the reſt but the ſignature at the bottom 
the witneſs takes to be my wand art, 
A. The mere body onl 


Mr. Taocke, It may be fairly admitted. 1 3 ask the „ 


tion. I think I could fairly give in to the proſecutor a great 
deal more than he charges me with. I will not — the Court 
by any more queſtions to the witneſs. 


Mr. Law. It purports that the priſoner / was a member of the | 


Conſtitutional Society, 

Me. Torke, O! I admit that, and I admit all that the paper . 

ntains too. 

Ar. Garret. The Gourt will be pleaſed to refer” to the ap- 
pendix.— March the 28th 1794. | 

Mr. Toke. I can fave the Court a great deal of trouble, for 
if they will be ſo good as to ſhew me what I wrote, I will admit 
it - fair. If there 1 is any doubt about it, they can then call wit 
ne CS. 

Lord Preſident, In a caſe of this nature, I do not think that 
the priſoner ſhould be called upon to admit any IWR that: may 


þe made uſe of againſt him, 


Mr. Toke. I offer it freely. 
© Lord Preſident... | ſhould not feel very coma if I ſuffered: 
you to admit _ paper which could be turned againſt:you.. 


5 Ar. Ti __ I think it is s ſo 8 1 IA and ealy, that 1 
| thould 


” — — * 
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ſhould be glad to fave you time. I proteſt I have never done an 
act, I proteſt I never have had a ſentiment, I proteſt I never 
had à thought of any important political nature, which, taken 
fairly, L have the ſmalleſt degree of diſpoſition not now to admit. 

am anxious that my life and character ſhould go together, 


— 0 


* 


Ewiſh and to admit all that I have ſaid, done, or written. 
Lord Prejident. Mr. Tooke, I ſhould prefer that the evidence 


ſhould take its courſe. I do not think that any priſoner is quite 
cognizant, to take upon himſelf to admit evidence that may be 
. adduced againſt him. E = 


Mr. Toke. If it was a libel 1 would not 40 ſo, but in a 


— 


matter of High Treaſon, where ſubtle arguments cannot take 


place, I have no fear in doing it; but, if they cannot, I defire to 


5 de the firſt man that dies upon that doctrine, 1 am old enough to 


wiſh to be the firſt man, becauſe I ſhall be ſure to be the laſt. 


I am not at all afraid either of the conſtruction or of the conſe- 


quen ce. 


Lord Preſident. I do not wiſh any other than that the ordinary 
rule may prevail. - 33 55 


Mr. Garrow. It is in the appendix.— March 28th, 1794. 
[ ̃ &ead by the Clark of the Court.) 
At a meeting of the ſociety for Conftitutional Information, 


held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, March 


28th, 1794, e | $a of 
« Read a letter from the London Correſponding Society, 


dated March 27, 1704 —{(See Hardy's Trial, page 151.) _ 
& Reſolved, That the ſame be entered on the books of this 


Society.“ 5 94175 
Mr. Bower. Was Mr. Tooke preſent? _ 
Clerk of Arraigns (Reads). Preſent Mr. T ooke. 


Mr. Tote. My Lord, I beg leave to aſk whether this is evi 
dence of my being preſent at that time? 


Lord Preſident. It is evidence to go to the Jury of : your 
being preſent. | e 1 


AI. Teoke, My name being found in the books is no proof 


of my being preſent, for it is very true that the bulk of the traſh 
that is te be found in thoſe books I never ſaw or heard of before. 
If every time my name is to be found in thoſe books, Iam to be 
taken to be preſent, it is a moſt extraordinary aſſumption, I ſay, 
my Lords, my name being written in a book is no proof I was 
preſent, for I can prove by the ſecretary I have not been preſent 


when my name appears; there has been proceedings of which 


1 never heard or knew. It would be the moſt extraordinary 


ting if that could effect me; I can ſhew by the moſt undeniable 


* 
* 


: 
| * 


— 


evicence, that when my name is there, { was not there, and ſa 


1 1 have heard of committees appointed of which I have been ap- 
pointed one, when I have never been preſent, It is called a 


ſociety 


/ % 


„ 


1 es nook, - 7, 


+. ler bot it is not incorporated. Suppoſe. fox men 0 the ? 
names of the firſt letters in the alphabet meet and vote black; 
and fix other men meet and vote white, which of the two is 


the ſociety, they may put don any letters they pleaſe; but they 


can have no effect to bind the party; therefore I ſay; if chis is 
taken to affect me, it will be the moſt r ed _ that | 


ever yet was in 2 Court of ſuſtice. 


Lord Preſident.” Y ou ate perfectly right Mr. Tooke, pike 7 


depends entirely upon your name being found in the books; in 
the poſſeſſion of Daniel Adams. In order to implicate you with 
being preſent, they muſt go a great deal further, but this is one 
ſtep towards it. They muſt ſhew theſe are the books of the 
ſociety, they muſt give evidence that theſe books were books you 


had acceſs to, that you acted upon, and that you gave cr it to 


by ſome conduct of yours, this goes one ſtep towards it. 


Mr. Toke. I hope the ſubject your Lordſhip _ —— | 


will make it a ſubject of argument. 9 
Lord Preſident. It is for the Jury. Es, 4 


Mr. Toke. My Lord I conceive it is a matter of 1. wy 


Not a matter of evidence, the greater part of What I have Beard 
ſtated, it is impoſſible for me to ſay any thing againſt, it may be 


true or falſe, but, how is it poſſible for me to anſwer it, the Tefs | 


I know of it; the leſs it is poſſible for me to meet it. The prb- 
ſecutor will not be able to prove I had acceſs to the books, for 


the truth is, T ſhould rather have played with my fingers than 


read ſuch tuff, l hope l have employed my time better chan by 


reading the ſame thing over and over again; it ſuits thoſe who 


begin, but it is thirty years ago when your Lordſnip was recer- 
der, when we read, and wrote, and faw ; there are commen 
place things in thoſe books I never ſaw in my life, I never read 
the book, and whether the things it contains are gobd or 


bad I do affure your Lordſhip not a ſingle member of the > - 


ciety knew; where we have been concerned there only we 
know there is exactly eighteen lines of mine, and I gueſs they 
are offenſive, they are about the word farthfulbeing' infer; and 
the word honourable being withdrawn, I ſay, there is nothing en- 
ceptionable in them. — T have ſometimes objected to parts, nbt 


becauſe I thought them criminagor treaſonable, becauſe I fhall be 
very ſorry to complain of thoſe things which 1'think are inno- 


cent; but l ſhall be compelſed to refuſe to admit the paper, be- 


_ eauſe I had no ſhare in it; there is a great deal which has been 


| done, which I think meritorious, but I have not a ſhare in the 
merit, which I think belongs to other men, I beg I may pre- 
| Judice no other man, for I think them no crimes. I beg and 
do intreat your Lordfhip, before you de admit this as Evi dence, 
80 Hear | it argued as a matter of law. | . 
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Tord President. At preſent I can only explain to you, you + 
are not to break in upon parts of the evidence, but to hear pa- 
tiently the whole evidence, till it is concluded, and then, if it 
; not fairly brought home to you, I ſhall deſit ehe Jury to put 
it out of the caſe; for it is impoſſible for you to ſay, what is 
evidence, or what is not. A chain is compoſed of links, if there 
are three or four links made out, you arę to go on with the reſt, 
and ſee whether the whole will amount to evidence; if you ſuſ 
pect what they have to offer will not amount to evidence, you 
may call upon them to ſay, in what way they mean to bring this 
home to you. — T hat is the regular courſ Ge. 
1 Mr. Tooke.. I beg your pardon, my Lord, but is not a chain, 
wo; as your Lorſhip ſays, compoſed of links, and may I not watch 
No each link, and by that means deſtroy the chain?  __ 
Tord President. I rather think not. e 
Mr. Tocke,' It is true, it is the chain I wiſh to prevent being 
Mr. Erſtine. The reaſon why I feel myſelf diſpoſed to give 
your Lordſhips ſo very little trouble in the courſe of the evidence, 
is, that I recollect, (not that my client can recollect not being 
pPreſent;) what your Lordſhip has heard read is very much the 
lame as your Lordſhip heard upon the laſt trial; but my memo- 
| » Which is not ſo extenſive as your Lordihips, does not ex- 
tend to the whole of what was laid before you. When all the 
matter which has been opened as the ſubject of the charge, by 
| the Solicitor General, was ſubmitted to the Court and the Jury, 
2 in the laſt caſe, where the priſoner at the bar was the compoſer of 
EA molt of the 'writiogs, and to which my client ſtates himſelf ta 
beeaſtranger; when your Lordſhip came to diſcharge that duty, 
which you do with ſo much honour to yourſelf; you ſaid, that | 
e be taken, being the author of them, to be implicated in 
every part of them. Your Lordſhip was alſo pleaſed to de- 
clare upon the bench, that the contrary had „ faintly aſ- 
ſerted at the bar, but not ſhrinking myſelf, notwithſtanding the 
office I hold here, as counſel for the priſoner at the bar, as Lam 
perſuaded | ſhall have Juſtice from the Court, and the Jury, when 
I fay I fill the fituation of ſtanding as Counſel for the priſoner, 
I feel no emotion at all at heating thoſe. papers read; they - 
have obtained a ſatisfactory judgment of a Jury; but be that as 
it may, my Lord, ſince my client was defirous I ſhould fay a 
few words, I will do it, not at all anxious on his account whe- 
ther 1 ſhall prevail or not; but if it ſhall turn out, I am well 
founded in the little 1 have to ſay, for it is but very little, I 
ſhall be glad, becauſe miſchief n.ay follow to others, though 
there is none that can come to the gentleman behind me. I un- 
derſtand, from the opening of the Solicitor General, that he 


8 8 ' 5 
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means to ſay, ho he has ſaid, that all thoſe writings taken 
together, (for to ay you have heard nothing of arms, nothing 
of force, no one act of hoſtihty in contemplation, planned or 
ſuggeſted) but the Solicitor General has ſaid, from what autho- 
rity, will be enquired into, that all thoſe papers taken together, 
all this correſpondence taken together, and which does not 
appear Mr Tookeever ſaw, will ſhew his criminality. * 
Your Lordſhips will pleaſe to recollect, I am now ſpeaking 
upon the production of the firſt piece of written evidence 5 
our Lordſhips indeed, have been in Court when Mr. Soli 
citor General opened his caſe; but I aſk the Court, unleſs this 4 
caſe had been made up of materials, of which I hope no Crewn ; 
Brief will be made up, namely, of accuſatory matter, which is 5 
to be read upon the part of the proſecution againſt the Priſoner, 
which, your Lordſhips cannot give credit to, whether it is not 
to be brought home to the Priſoner. * 8 e 
My Lords, the overt act upon this record, is for conſenting 
to call a convention, and that convention is ſuppoſed to be a 
convention to ſubvert the fundamental government of this coun- 
try, and to be an act, ſufficiently proying the intention to depoſe 
the King, and put him to death; and the firſt ſtep, or the firſt 
link of the chain is, that a paper was found in the hand-writing, 
of the Priſoner, in the poſſeſſion of Daniel Adams, who is not 
| 75 called as a witneſs, and that he had it in his cuſtody upon 
his apprehenſion, the meſſenger finding it among other bocks 
and papers. Tt 1s not in e e that any ſuch ſociety as the 
Conſtitutional Society exiſted at all ; rr is it in evidence, 
that this Daniel Adams was Secretary to that DR if it exiſted, 
and that cannot be proved, but by calling the man himſelf, or by 
proving that he ſtood in that ſituation, Your Lordſhips have a 
book, which non conſtat Mr. Tooke ever ſaw, and which, non 
conſtat, ever was in the place where this ſociety ever was held. 
But you have a book before you, with a white parchment cover, 
which a Meſſenger of the King ſeized in the poſſeſſion of a man, 
with whom no privity is proved as between him and the Priſoner 
at the bar, for it does not appear he ever ſaw Mr. Adams, or 
had any converſation with him. bj . 
My Lords, I always underſtood it as a clear rule of evidence, 
that the beſt evidence which the nature of the caſe will admit of, 
muſt be produced, and that you ſhall not have recourſe to ſecon- 
dary evidence, and for this reafon, that the production of ſecon- 
dary evidence affords a preſumption, it is ſuperior to the primary 
enn is the opinion of my Lord Chief Baron Gilbert; 
your Lordſhip ſays, perhaps, this may not ultimately. come 
10meto the Priſoner, and if it does not come to him, it paſſes by 
— 6 . — : f . . b 3 
unnoticed; if it turn out, the crown, in the courſe of tlie 
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pt to faſten the eyidence upon him, does not do it — this is 
to be a component part of the evidence; but will your 


Lordſhips, upon an accuſation of high treaſon, have reſort 


- to that proof which you know you could not have recourſe to 


1 the lower ſpecies of offtence.—Let me ſuppoſe, that the crime 


Harged upon Mr. Tooke, was with having publiſhed this ina 
libel, as having been conſenting to the writing or publiſhing of 


tt, or of being implicated, in any one reſpect, in the iſſuing or 
giving it exiſtence. —Might it not be ſaid, read the paper firſt, 


and 1 it does not afterwards come home to the Priſoner, at the 


har, he oil not he anſyerable forthe contents, and cannot be 
| Face to ſuffer upon that evidence for inſtance, ſuppoſe this as 


am now Rating it; ſuppoſe people had publiſhed this as a libel, 


and they were indicted for a conſpiracy to publiſh this libel, 


| Niki be laid that this ſhould be read as evidence againſt the 
riſoner at the bar, before their connection with it is proved to 


have anexiftence ?—I take the reaſon to he founded in great wiſ- 
dom, and that the law has been made in all its parts upon an 


acquaintance with the human character, and all that belongs to 
the human mind, upon the recollection that man (and it applies 
to all men) carry about them, as ous Lordſhips do, all the infir- 


mities of human nature; and that is the reaſon it ſhall not be 


permatted.—I am arguing upon general principles, at which the 


mind of man revolts. 


* 


1 — 


In the courſe of ſo long a trial, the Jury would ſtand bewil- 
dered between the evidence that was read, and which they were 


not to conſider, and that which they have to conſider, they 


would mix them up together, even that which at the ſame time 
they might diſapprove of, as not attaching upon the perſon who 


Fe trial before them. If this is ſo, how can it be poſſibly - 
- faic 


this paper muſt be read before it is proved to have any 
connection with the Pr iſoner; and particularly when ou con- 


ſider the nature or the crime. My Lord, I profeſs, I do not 
affect to know, with great preciſion, all that paſſed upon one of 


the moſt ſolemn trials that has happened for many, many years in 


this Eingdor, and which, it is moſt undoubtedly to be wiſhed- f 


will be the laſt upon that ſubje&. I ſpeak of the trial of War- 


ren Haſtings. If I do not miſtake wy much, and I think I 
the 


do not, this queſtion was brought for 


— 


2t, this conſideration of the 
Judges upon that trial, whether a paper, which r went to 
implicate the Priſoner at the bar, ſhould be read againſt him; 
if it ſhould be found in his cuſtody. unopened, : unleſs it 
could be ſhewn he was acquainted with its contents, and, 


F had, ratified and. given it effec. —My. Lords, I am ſpeak- 
ing in the hearing of one of the Council for the crown, who, 
very probably, may have an opportunity of correcting me, if I 


iſtake 
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miſtake what I underſtand to be the fact. It was argued Wir 
the greateſt ingenuity there, that if they did not bring it home to 
his knowledge, he could not be effected by it; there: it Was 
determined by the Judges, as I think it will be determined bx 
our Lordfhips, to day, that it muſt be brought home to the 


Iriſoner before it is ſuffered to be read, becauſe after it is rad — _ 


che effect of it is hal, that is, the danger I complain of mien 


cannot help their memory; it _ betray them. Theſe are'the* © 
obſervations I have to make, and I with it may berecollectedF 


| have no diſpoſition to delay the Court by objections, Whichk 


think not to be well founded; on the contrary, I rather hang 
back, becauſe, if there are any doubts, I wiſh the Court to“ 
reconcile them. As I conceive there can be very little difficulty _ 
when it is explained, I have no occaſion to'ſhrink from it, as 
I am certain; the Priſoner has Been guilty of no offence © 
Lord Prefident.” We are a little puzzled about the evidence. 
If the queſtion is, whether it is now to be read; I think the ob. 
jection is good. If the queſtion is, whether it is evidence admiſſa- 
ble, not yet to be read, but to be read or not, as evidence to 
bring the matter home to the Priſoner, then I think the objec- 
tion is ill founded: But I chink you' are certainly right, that it 
is not evidence to go to the Jury, till Adams is examine. 
Mr. Erſine. My Lord, that is all I aſk. | 407 5 
Lord Pręfident. Until Adams has been called to prove this 
was the book of the ſociety, and that all the proceedings were 
entered truely, I think it ought not to be real. 
Mr. Garrow: The Priſoner has ſtated himſelf to be a party. 
Mr. Erſtine. My Lord, I never thought of any thing elſe 
than what I have argued: V 


Mr. Tooke. I meant no more My Lords, I am forced to 


mention, that Mr. Garrow muſt not ſſide in upon us any thing 
that has not been decided he ſays, I have ſtated myſelf to be 4 


party, I paſs it by now in order that we may get on. — I Wifff 


may not have occaſion to ſpeak a word more during this trial 
J will avoid it as much as poffible. But I beg the Council for 

the crown will not ſlide in any thing upon us that is not proved: 
I ſtate again, I am a member of the Conſtitutional Society, as 
call it. But I do not underſtand that it is a corporation, there? 
fore, I would not have Mr. Garrow underſtand it in that way, 
for I dé not admit it. I did pay my guinea a year, to go into  - 

the ſociety, but I do not admit that J am bound civilly or crimi- TRE 
nally for any act they do. I was not accountable*for-any hing 
ſpent beyond my guinea, therefore I am not accountable for an 
thing they did, and it would be very utiaccountable” if I Wwãas 

to be anſwerable. N | FT 1 Re 


Mr. Garrow. I humbly beg the indulgence of the” Seeg foes © 


leave to make an obſervation. I hope; that the camour of m 


— 


| * 


* 


JJ Ang Mabe: 


. learned friends will do me juſtice in ſaying, that upon any * b | 
ſion when I am called upon to diſcharge my profeſſional duty, I. 


diſcharge. it according to the beſt of my abilities, and that I do not. 7 


wiſh to ſlide in any thing beyond what the evidence in the caſe 
will warrant; I may ſometimes tranſgreſs, but whenever I do, 1 
hope the members ofa profeſſion will do me the juſtice to believe 
it is from error, and not from intention.—I cannot ſuffer upon 

this trial that which was done upon the laſt, that the newſpapets 
ſhould ſtate that Mr. Horne Tooke had found occaſion to com- 
plain upon the production of the firſt piece of evidence, that. 
Mr. Garrow, by name, had flipt in ſomething to make againſt - 
him; let it be diſtinctly underſtood what is done; let my conduct 
be diſtinctly viewed, and I have no difficulty to ſay, that thoſe 
who ſeek to point it out cannot repreſent it in unfavourable 
colours towards the Priſoner. Whatever the object may be, it 
| ſhall not prevent me from doing my duty, for I think, to uſe the 
words of a learned Judge, that a man cannot die too ſoon, when 
he dies doing his duty—let it be underſtood what it is I have 
done - this paper is produced for the purpoſe of reading the paſ- 
ſages in the hand writing of the Gentleman at the bar, We 
have Mr. Adams at the door, at this moment in attendance, which 
we knew it was neceſſary to do, in order to make it evidence. 
In the courſe of this, Mr. Horne Tooke propoſed to make 
ſome admiſſions, and he ſtated that he was a member of the 
ſociety I am not now, repeating it, to lip in any thing. I am 
above ſuch practices, and have been throughout the various 
cauſes entruſted to me. I am not diſpoſed to get a verdict by 
ſuch means. We are in a very public theatre, and every man 
that acts in it muſt conduct himſelf with propriety, but if he muſt 
do ſo, there is no merit in doing it. It did happen that he ſtated 
he was a member of the Conſtitutional Society. I have no per- 
ſonal wiſhes in the cauſe, I muſt endeavour to diſcharge my 
duty, and 1 hope that he will not think it neceſſary to throw out 
any thing to endeavour to deter me from doing my duty; for the 
Court, I hope, will believe it cannot have that effet.—I hope 
they will forgive me for this interruption, which nothing ſhould 
have brought forward but ſuch an obſervation, for I ſlipt in 
nothing for the Jurys but what I did, I did openly. - FEE 
Mr. Toote. I beg to make an apology to Cnr: I did . 
not mean to impute any thing to him perſonally, and I beg 

Mr. Garrow to believe I did not mean any reproach ſhould fall 

upon him. If I had a mind to ſpeak of ealumny in the news- 
papers, I have a volume of papers, I dare ſay, containing obſerva- 
tions with reſpect to me. 1 have not paſſed a ſingle day but I 

have ſeen the papers contain obſervations, and from day to day 
charging me with guilt and falſchood. I ſuggeſt this as an anſwer 
to Mr. Garrow, who ſpeaks of the reports of the * | 


* 
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146 t rather unjuſt upon me, whether 1 pa p uy it with ny life 
or not. If I was diſpoſed to be angry with the newſpapers, ! 
have as much reaſon as any body—1 mean no affront to him. 
Mr. Garrow. I don't require any thing of that ſort. | I, 
Lord Prefident. I have permitted this to go to its full exten. 
If every body was to ſtate their complaints, as to the calumny /; 
caſt upon them, the Court might liſten to nothing elſe. | LL, 
Mr. Attorney General. Q. To Mr. Woodfall. Look: at — 
that book, and tell me whoſe writing that is. = 
Mr. Toole. It is all my writin | 
Mr. Attorney General. 1 woul A. rather go on, . you pleaſe, 
regularly. | 
- "BBS meſs. I helivee it to he Mr. Tooke'shand-writing. 
Q. What is the title? . .- 
A. It is written on the outſide, —Conſtitutional Societys + 371. I 


Mr. DAXxIEL Avant ſworn, examined by Mr. BowtR. 3 
0. Was you Secretary to the Society for Conſtitution al! 


Information | | | 1 
"A; Yes, Fi. £ „ | "Pp 
. 0. Forſome years paſt, I believe ? | Y : | 
. | | . 
3 ER you be ſo good ; as to take that OR RS ae, many | 
ears | 
{ A. Ten years. 
25 Is that the book containing the proceedings of that 1 8% 

A: Ves, it is, Sir. 

I want to aſk you, Sir, whether Mr. Tooke was a niem- 
ber for the laſt ten years—if you turn to thoſe entries, you will 
ſee the names of thoſe perſons as being preſent—my queſtion is 
this, whether you put down thoſe names, as the names of pets, 
ſons who were preſent ? SHE 

A. I put down thoſe who were preſent—T put them downl as. 
they came into the room will explain myſelf if I can— When 
they came into the room, their names were put down; but it 
frequently happened, they went away ſoon after meir names | 
were put down; very often they did ſo, _ — 
Q. I now mean to aſk you, whether you put down the e 
names of perſons who were not dre at ſome time or 'othex, N 3 
A Fir. 2 „„ . . - 
C. Explain how that was. | - -.- 2 
A. We frequently dined 8 ad 5 un, came 3 
who were not members of the ſociety, but it was not con 1 
as a ſociety till ſeven o'clock in the evening; but the wee 
frequently dined together, and they h went "PF When 
| their names were os down. | 
| Log. 
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Len Profoen Their names were put down before ey 
went to dinner ? | N 
| 4 No, at Seven o'clock in the evening. 
At Seven the ſociety was formed? 


A. Yes, my. Lord: 

. It was then all the names of the 1 were at din- 
ner were put down, whether they remained till: ſeven or not? 

A. Yes, my Lord, if they were members of the ſociety. 
Mr. Bower. Q. Will you tell us what was the rule of the 

ſociety, as to the books being produced how you began the 

buſineſs of each eee was the firſt thing done? 

- » A. The firſt buſineſs done, was to enter the names, and to 
read over the minutes of the laſt meeting. 

Le. Were the books produced in order to read the reſolutions, 

and the reſolutions at every, * e „ 

A. Les, Sir. Hh 
e. Was it the practice of the ſociety: to read Hs acts of the 
laſt meeting, as the firſt act of the next ſubſequent meeting ? 

A. Ves, I believe it was. | 

. You will recollect whether Mr. Tooke, as a meinber, 
had or not recourſe to thoſe books, and whether there are any 
corrections in Mr. Tooke's writing? | 

A. 1 don't know that there are any entries of Mr. Tooke's 
writing in the book. 

Qs book is laid open for oy Tn of the members 
at . meetings? . 

A. Yes, during the meetings. | 

Q. Was he frequently there, or only ſeldom ?' 

#7 He was Trequertly: there, Sir... 

Q. Was he as e there as any other member? 

A. He was ;—but vey often he td not ſtay as long as any 
other member. : 

Q.. Was Mr. Tooke in the habit of being in the ſociety at 
the time of the books being, produced when the dinner party 
broke up? 

A. Very often. It could not be otherwiſe if he was at dinner. 

. Was he generally there? 

A. He was very frequently, Sir. 

L. Did yo copy, into that book from the minutes given to to 


ou : 
A. Yes, 77 eh ! 
WO Grey to you by Mr. Tags? EE 15 
; e were given to me by different people. P cannot 
. arly Who. - | 
ba: They were given to you in the RT TIL 
„„ es „ 
8 „ Fob 
— $ 4 4 
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0. You put down the names of the perſons who 1 were in the | 
chair, was that common or was it at random? 

A. They were generally in the chair, but it ſometimes * 
pened they did not remain all the evening in the chair. | 

L. Is it always entered in the book the ſame evening ? 

A. It was not always entered on the ſame evening, perhaps not 
till a night or two afterwards. Sometimes 1 entered them on a 
Sunda evening. 

Q 1 e you never 8 the names of perſons i in 
the * but when they have 2 8 2 they bags 


not ſtaid all the time? 


3 No, — . | 

Q. Whether ha” book contains a true Rate of the proceed- | 
ings of that ſociet | 

A. It is a true "4a a8 * as I know, Asfar as 1 have * 

I don't know that it is incorrect. 
Q. You have not done it wülfully; Ee: | 

A. No, Sir. 93 . 

Croſi-Eramined by Mr. Tookx. 

. The queſtions put to E u by that Gentleman, I ſee ho ef 
rather alarmed you. You have talked with me oftner, and 1 
have nothing to ſay to you that will alarm you, You have 
ſaid that the bogs ings were taken down and handed to you, 
and that you entered them * but moſt CHOY on a : 
n night. 

The minutes certainly were ſo. The names were . 
cally Jar upon one paper, but the reſolutions were . flips of 
Paper moſt generally. : 
. They were nat entered on the ſame night? | 

A. No; on other days before the Friday following, ſometimes 

three or four days after. p 

Q. That the Court may underſtand the examinations I will 
aſk this queſtion— Was there not what was called a Conſtitu- 
tional Club, a dinner meeting, beſides the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information—a dinner club of which the gentlemen have 
the green book, which contains aber 6 but the names of perſons _ 
hs dined there—Do you 3 ere was a regular dinner ? 

A. Certainly. e 

Q. At what hour ? | 

A. I believe about a 3 foes 7 

Q. Ius that dinner company only: the perſons belonging. 
x the ſociety, or viſitors ? 

A. members, and any geatiemen they thought proper to- 
bring with them. 


Society? a 
N | 4. Theieve | 
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&. How den bas Mr. Adums bes Suromay ta an, 5 0 
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bY) I believe ten years. | 
Was I a member of the Society before you was > Beatty; 

or otherwiſe Parts” 

A. Before, Sir: | 

Q. When firſt you was a candidate to ho Secretary to the So- 
ciety, was it not known and declared that you had a Mace under 
Government at the ſame time ? | | 

A,. Ves; it was, Sir. 

Q. Was it knownthat Mr. Aduns had riſen "9 ſome 
_ perſons belonging to the board, to which he OR to A 
the Secreta 

A. Not from the board. 

. Was it underſtood fo ? 

A. It was underſtood ſo by a very particular friend of mine. 

Lord Preſident, What is the anſwer ? | 
A. It was very well underitood ſo by a very particular friend 
of mine. 

Mr. Tooke. O. It was underſtood that it would not be an 
_ offence? ' 
A. I don't know that it will go ſo far as that. 
Ve. Have you got the book of accounts of the Society for 
C tons => e or were they ſeized ? | 
were ſeized. _ 


Do you recollect what was the ſum paid by hs dißkerent 5 


members of the Society? How much a year was paid by then ? 
A. One guinea. 

. Was the Society very rich, Sir? 
er Sir, ; 
What ſum of money do vou think all the ſubſcriptions 
might amount to in a year? 
A. Sixty pounds. 

How much of that went for the e expences of the 
ct, the Secretary, room, paper, pens and ink 

A. At that time there might be fifty pounds. 

. So at that time there might be ten pounds a year to overturn ' 
the government with: Was you , in arrear or advance! 7 

A. In advance. 

Mr. Tooke, I aſk this merely to thew the EA ER of the go- | 
vernment. 
N. Does Mr. Abs recollect any thing of the 2 25th of ORo- | 
ber, 1993? Does he recolle& a motion that was made for an- 
other meeting to be held for the purpoſe. of taking into conſi- 
deration the queſtion—* Whether they will ſend Delegates 
to the Britiſh Convention, or not, to Scotland? Turn to the 
| book of the 25th of October, 1793, and look over the names 

* are Hated to be 8 at that N | 1 7 ; 
| de 


7 


» 


O. Does he find Mr. Tooke's name there? 
%%% ion . N 
. Does he recollect what paſſed at that time, that ani extra- 


* CY 


ordinary meeting was propoſed to be held ? 
A. I remember it. | „„ 
O. Was Mr. Tooke preſent at that tine? 
A 1 don't think he was. „ 


0. Cannot you, by circumſtances, be ſure he was not3 5. 
A. I am ſure he was not, becauſe he went away very early. 
Lord Prefident. Had he been there before? ä 
A. Ves, my Lord. „ 
9. And was gone ? 
A. And was gone. 855 „ | 
Mr. Tooke. Q. Does Mr. Adams recollect, that for the pur- 
poſe of that extraordinary meeting that was held, he was di- 
rected to ſend ſummonſes to the different members? 
A. I do. e 8 1 | 
Q. Is not that a circumſtance by which he recollects I was 
not there? e ; e 
Po Pr a i CER ORs 
Q. Does he recolle& he did not ſend me a ſummons, but that 
two members of the ſociety undertook to come down and inform 
we BE =: | | | a 
A. I do. Ts, 5 | 
Q. Does he remember the names of thoſe members that un- 
dertook to inform me ? e | 
A. I think I do. 
Q. Mention them ? 3 | 
A. T think they were Mr. Sinclair and Mr. John Williams. 
L. When the extraordinary meeting was held on the 28th, 
do you recolle& whether I was there or not? Wo 5 
A. Vou was not there. „„ 
L. Has Mr. Adams any particular reaſon to know that 1 
oppoſed ſtrongly, and diſapproved with vigour, the ſending thoſe 
Delegates to the Britiſh-Convention in Scotland? 
A. I certainly have. 
Q. What was the reaſon? _ : 
A. From a converſation with Mr. Tooke. _ 
Q. Have you any other reaſon ? Ys „ 
A. It was the general opinion that Mr. Tooke objected to it. 


* 


* 


# 


+ 


- 


It was the opinion of; Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Williams, I believe. 
Li. Can Mr. Adams recolle& any perſons wrangling with me 
_ afterwards for that opinion of mine? Can you recollect, at any 
ſubſequent meeting, any ſtrong words uſed upon me, becauſe 
did not attend that meeting and approve of the buſineſs? _ 

— EL > dM Yo oe Len.” 


i [ 
* 
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A. I cannot t take upon me to ſay ie but I know, it was 
underſtood by moſt of the members. 
. Does Mr. Adams recollect a report, amongſt diff rent 
members of che ſociety, in 8 ** that, that I Py 
h bribed b the government? Hg 
$ A: Yes. Sir. . 
. Does Mr. Adams remember hc Mr. Yorke was a 
member of the ſociety for Conſtitutional Information? 
A. I believe he was. 
1 Mr. Tooke.— J mention it becaulh it has been ſtated to o day, 
| that he did not go to the Britiſh Convention. 
Can you ſtate the reaſon why he did not go ? 
. | A. Becauſe he wanted money, Hir. 
a Q. Was there any money for Mr. Vorke? 
+: A. None. 
4 Was there much money for Mr. Sinclair ? 
A. Hardly any. 
L. Did Mr. dams ſend Mr. Sinclair a letter in anſwer to 
«4 his requeſt ion one 7: | 
Ne d. 
5 Of what nature was it ? 
i ol Adviſing him to come home, as it was the general opinion 
; he had better not be there. e 
ES 0. Of Whom ?.” 
A. Of the Society. 
. Then Mr. Adams upderſiged it to be the opinion of che 
ſociety he had better return oF 
A. Tes. 5 
Was this the purport of Mr. Adams $ letter to him? 
3 1 wiſh, to refer to it. 
Mr. Potent muſt be ſomewhere i in October 1793 BY 
ſhews the whole ſociety were adverſe to the meaſure, and would 
= not ſubſcribe twopence to him. EP 
_ 0: Does Mr. Adams think I ever ſubſcribed to him? 
© + Z T think not /7he letter fhewn to Mr. Adams) this is one of 
| my letters; I don't know whether it is that which Mr. Tooke re- 
E fers to; this in one, but I wrote more than one diſcouraging letter. 
3 Mr. Attorney General —Q. will you be ſo good to ſee whoſe 
| hand writing that is, and how much of it is V.. Te W 23 
A. I cannot 5 whoſe i it is, 15 never faw it. = 
Lock at it! 
r. Tote. That at the Per is my hand writing. 
| O. Does Mr. Adams recollect to what time the 88 : 
85 achourned after the ſending of delegates to. the Britin 
onvention ; if he does not, loan at the book on the 28th Sf, 4 


CRY 


— 


. October, to what time _ the ſociety Wet dun? 
. Wet owe 5 | 8 4. T. 


70k TR doors „„ 52 W 


A To the Sth of November. | 
. To whit time did they adjourn from ai 50. of 48 
e | 
A. 1 the 6th of December. . | 2 | Fe = 
; Fw on the 6th of December, to what time Ui thy Fi Si] 
10 8 | 
- : A. To the roth of January. 

Mr. 7ooke. So,-my Toad” it appears by the 3 ts 
during the ſitting of the Britih Convention, the Society ad- - 
Jjourned for five and fix weeks at a time: it does not ſhew * 
eagerneſs, my Lord, in the cauſe. 

9e. I beg Mr. Adams to look to the 2 1ſt of June 7033 
* It is here, Sir. 
_ 0. Do you ſee the names of the perſons who were then pre- 
ſent ; and does he find Mr. Yorke” s name there? c 

4. Yes, Sit... 

Q. Does he recolle& that he objected to his being ts, 
ſuppoſin, him not to be a member ? 

A. I do not. 

0. Does he recollect the Gentlemen, or any member then 
preſent, ſtrongly endeavouring to perſuade the "TM ſome- 
thing ought to be done by way of declaration? 

A. es, 146. 

Do you recollect that Mr. Y orke d very hard for 
Another meeting 55 

J. V Sit; 

D. And that another ali was held to elt Bit 

A. Yes, Sir. 

9 And that an addreſs was mentioned to be drawn ũpꝰ 
5: Yo Sir. . © „ 


% 


jo 


— A 


O. And that that afl was never heard of more? bo” „ 

A. Never. | Y 

Mr, Tooke. I foreſaw that what Mr. Vote ſaid at a f. BY 
tant place might hereafter be endeavoured to be pinned on, my I 
back, or that of any gentleman of the ſociety ; and it will go, 

to the whole of the evidence relative to Vorke if he goes three 
hundred miles off, and there he does ſomething that is thought 

wron 17 then it 1s attempted to be made evidence againit thoſe who 
would not ſuffer him to do that here, and Ahick moſt of us die. | 

approved of. If a gentleman goes three hundred miles off, an 
does a ſuppoſed criminal act, that i iS brought back * to us as 
. part % our treaſon. | | 
ord Prefident. That may or not be ſo. 

Mr. Tooke. I will give your Lordihip an inſtance i in hich — 

i has been done. = 
Lord Pre. dent. If the caſe was, thi that Nr. YGte! J "hah „ 
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| * Was ined "a brought back to the ſociety, it would not be i im | 
puted to the ſociety, in reſpect to their former conduct, hough ö 
ir would in reſpect to their ſubſequent conduct. - 
is, Wir. Toole. has. when it is not their own act? that upon 
3 the laſt trial was endeavoured to be put upon Mr. Hardy. of 
Lord Prefident, Mr. Hardy had no wrong done him in that 
reſpect, becauſe there was evidence to bring home a conduct of 
that ſort to Hard | 
Mr. Tooke. 1 your Lordſhip will only look, you will ſee 
what wrong will be done to all the members of the ſociety, for 
the ſociety are not incorporated, they ate no ſuch thing as a 
, © corporation, it is a nom entity. If a perſon did any cri- 
| | minal offence, it would be very hard 1 ſhould be thought >. 
| | SRO. -. 
2 | 0. Does Mr. 1 know chat Mr. Tooke lived at ſome 
diſtance from London? 
. 15 
0. Has Mr. Adams ever _ at Mr. Tooke's houſe ? ? 
4. Yes, Sir. 
. Does he know his family is very ſmall? 
PA. Tes, Sir. 
Does he know his gardener oes to bed at nine 0 dock, 
in Grder to get up to his buſineſs at four o clock? 
A. I don't know that. 8 
. Does he know, that ſometimes Lhave ſtaid, at Mr. Adams's , 
requeſt, to make nine for a ballot, and gone away in order ta 
prevent the ſociety from doing any thing at all, or to adjourn? ? 
© A. That I have certainly, 
8 2. Does not Mr. Adams know, that for upwards of two 
n TY years paſt, my declared opinion to him was, that the ſociety 
2 — * * ſhould lay upon their ry and e to as diſtant N as they 
—_— 5 Could ? 
HF NY Al. Certainly. . 
Mr. Tote. I muſt be a very uncommon Ve” BY my pies 


©, oes Mr. Adams know that Mr. Tooke was always 
WS. ” y 4 * y 9 Ban any thing that Mr. Adams wiſhed him to o fign! ? 
Did or not, Mr. Tooke always ſay, that he never x would Co 
itn Ig to any that he would not himſelf ſign 5 8 
A. You have faid ſo. 


O. Have you not ſometimes done ſo? 5 1 

A. Frequently, 

2. Do 925 know who Was called the father and founder of 
{he ſociety ; 
. Major Cartwright, * | 


Has Mr. Adams ever read the report of che Secret Com. 3 
| A. Never. 5 


| mittee pt, the * VINE 7 * 5 


3 | K 


| F bo Bn? ES 
| Fats 3 4 2 ogy OP 
4 Neves, | | 
. Did Mr. Adams ever WO” the books 1 papets, except þ 
thoſe which were ſent to the ſociety for Conſtitutional In 8 
tion? was he e with the books and — of othe * * 
ſocieties? 3 * ww, 
A. Certainly not. | R 
| Was that the caſe whe they met to read over 2 hl papers. - 
and books of the ſociety ? | | = 
A. Oh! no. e 42 
. Not being a partnerſhip books in which their fortunes were 
den concerned, they did not trouble themſelves much with - I 
them "+ -- 


A. No, they hardly ever looked at them. ä 
Mr. Tate. I aiked this queſtion that the proſecutor m 5 3 
perccive, that ſo far from being accountable for the e ſo- 
cieries, they did not know their own collectiony or read what 
was in their own books. 

Lord Prefident. You ſaid the minutes were read? 3 

0 1 

Mr. 7ooke. The ſecretary read cem and then they © 
dropped. If your Lordſhip looks at them, they were ns 4 
ſo 2 much to engage any body's attention. 4 

ou know, or can you recollect, that when 1 could * 

not 1 5 7 have applied to ſome 3 friend to get an ad- 
Journment of the ſociety ? | 
A. It js an inſtance | hardl know? it may have happened | — 
once or twice, I don't think it has more. | = 
. I don't want to put ee in a hurry, I know your diſpoſſtion 
very well, What was uſually the number of perſons who met LY 


together at that ſociety ? | | h fa ? 
A. Do you mean on the average? | * x 2 4:0," 
We Yes. 1 CREE + 


A. I ſhould ſuppaſe not more than ten; there has been din o 
ſometimes fix, ſometimes ten, ſometimes twelve. q ” Sali 
Q. Were they armed with pikes or muſkets? * 
A. No, Sir. : 
4 E. * you ever hear talk of any ing of that kind i in 2 . 
ociety | 
A. Never in my life. POTS 
UN Were all the members of ms _ of the fame way of M_ 
thin ing ? | 
A. No. I think not, Sir. e os e "5 
2. Was there ſometimesdebates? . ' | . 1 
A. Yes, S | F „ Ds, 
P. And ſometimes contradiction of opinion? 
AJ. Ves, dir, . 8 e 


* 
LY 
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Q. Great is the treaſon that is to attach to all; Was there | 


ever ſuch a thing as a Secret Committee . 

4. Never, Sir. 
*Q Was every thing tranſacted ceny and publicly 5 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. There are a great many hea orders, I perceive; but art 
were there frequent Committees o . ordered ? 

A. Fr equently. . 

Q. Did they ever write any thing ? | 

A. I don't believe there was ever but one or two eters 4 an- 


I ſee in the reports that a vaſt umb of papers were 
'ordred to be printed, and to be ſent to all the correſpondents i in 
England, France, and Ireland, —were they printed ? 

A. No, nor one quarter part of thoſe numbers. 

Q. Then that will anſwer for the whole ? 

A. I don't mean to ſay there was never more than 5 or 6,960. 

Mr. Attorney General. 1 underſtood you to ſay, the reſolution |. 


Was, that 100, 00 ou be printed, and that EY or 6,000 were 


3 P * Q. Did they receive more letters than they ſent ? 


Fes — 


* 


. 

Mr. Tooke. 0. Do you recollect at any time ſuch a number 
as 100,000 ordered, and that that number was printed? 
4 1 do remember the order, but 1 Was deſired not to print 

em. | 

Q. Dore Mr. Adams recollect a grea number of correſpon- 
ge in France, Scotland, and Irelan- the ſociety had to write 
to, if they would have written? 

A. I don't know they ever correſponded with any body, e: ex- 
cept in France. 


A. Yes; in France we never anſwered but one. 
L. I mean any where elſe—was the ſociety active in correſ- 
© pending or did other Lovieties Bt and did we not — 


to anſwer them ? 


Certainly. 


EE” EET 
2. Were we often reproached for ſo doing ? ? ? 


. Very much ſo. 
2 When I went away from the ſociety 125 as [ fully 
did, did not ſometimes other perſons go withe me : 
4. Sometimes, Sir. | | 
Do you recollect who ? ? = [ 
4. Sometimes Mr. Sharpe. | 


Q. That is true—when firſt Mr. Adams was Secretary of the 


ſociety, Was it not the cultora to 8285 rande and diſtribute 
them gratis? | 


A. Gs Sir. 


4. Has 


/ 
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Gu "ts as Os been, the caſe for the · laſt three or four years ?. 

No, Sir; there had been books diſtributed gratis; they 
| were printed and-diſtributed, or taken away; I don't know rat 
we ever ſent any I cannot charge my memory. 5 

Q. Does Mr. Adams recollect, that before he was diſeaſed 
from his employment, he mentioned his W he ſhould be. 
ſo to Mr. Tooke? 

A. Ves, Sir. 

Q. Gan he recolle& the advice Mr. Tooks gave Him a bat 
occaſion? 

A. I don't know that I can exactly; I: believe it was,; t 
you would ſpeak to Sir John Tooke, Who is a very-geod 
natured man. 

Q.. You are right I know him intimately myſelf, and Thowld 
have ſpoken to him—but can you recolleCt my ing, that the 
ſociety would never be able to do you any good ? 

A. I cannot recollect that circumſtance. 

Q. Can you recollect my adviſing you to do yourſelf TY 5 
and go to thoſe you was employed under, and give in the BO se 
and papers, and ſhew them, and I would countenance them? 29 

A. I do not. : : 

Q. I with you to recollect it if e can. The fact was ſo, 
my Lord. Mr. * had the I Council TIP" books of 
account! 3 

A. Ves, Sir. 

Q. Of expenditure 5 receipt. 13 

A. Ves, Sir. 

Q. Were any queſtions aſked you concerning them 25 

A. I don't recollect there was. 

Q. Is it not abſolutely certain, that if they looked at oat back 
of expenditure, it muſt have been known by thoſe who looked 
What the orders were with reſpect to the number to DP Gln 
and whether they were printed or not? 

Lord Prefident. What is the queſtion ? ? N 
| Mr. Tooke. I wiſh to aſk him whether it is eber N 

if the number of 100,000 was ordered to be printed, it muſt be ſeen * 
by the book of expenditure, ? "ob 

Lord Preſident. If you aſk. him what the ſtate of finances - 
were, that will enable you to do it. 

Mr. Tooke. C. Whenever you paid for che printing on 
number of papers, you entered it into the book of expences ? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. Can Mr. Adams gueſs why in the report, which mentions 
che number ordered to be ꝓrinted, it was not inſerted there -why 
they were not printed? It mentions that:40,000-is ordered to be 
5 E and it be proved by web book of expenditures yl 

8 r. | 


"TS 
3 7 * 


* 


6 * 3s . ELD * i 
Y ©. 8 
| % p 
At \ 
; * * £ : : 
_ * 2 p . , 1 


965 eur TRIAL r 


Mr. PT tell me why the order ſhould be put in, a and the non⸗ 


performance of it omitted? 


A. I cannot tell you the reaſon. I believe it was never meant 


by ſhould be printed, but I don't know whether I am right. 


I fee on the 14th of November, 1192, 100,000 copies are 


ordered to be printed, and to be ſent to the correſpondents in Ire- 


land, and other places. —Had the ſociety any correſpondents in 


Ireland ? 


. No; I don't recollect they had. 1 cannot take upon me 


to ſay; 33 believe not. 5 
Lord Prefident. You don't know of any ? 
No. 
Mr. Tooke. He, che Secretary, does not called any. 


L. Has Mr. Adams often heard me laugh at the communi- 


cation of the ſociety ? 
8 Very often. 
Mr: Tooke. I believe ſo, for I had conſtantly 8 


Q. Has Mr. Adams ever heard me declare myſelf a friend 


15 to univerſal ſuffprage ? 


A. I cannot immediately recall that expreſſion nally; 

-Q. Well, we will paſs that over. But I mean that every per- 
fon in England ſhould have a right tc to vote for members of par- 
liament ? 

Les, I have heard you f ſo. 

Q. I don't think you e my, e, Do you re- 

member when and upon what occaſion ? | 
A. No, I don't. | 
Q. Whetheryou have heard me, at any time ſay, that I withed 
for the repreſentation of the people to be univerſal, and that 
oy perſon: ſhould have a vote! ? | 
I have certainly. 


Mr. Tote. There is no doubt that he thinks oY is right; but 


4 believe he is the only man in the world that eyer did hear it. 


Fl 


Witneſs. If Thave ſaid any thing that I did not expreſsly un- : 


ES, depend, I ſhould be very ſorry. 
Mr. Tvoke. C. Does Mr. Adams esel Major Cart- 


+ wright propoſing his four propoſitions, as to the declaration of 


Ley. Or does he know oy Og about the declaration [ay 


rights? 
AA. I believe it was not in m time. 1 think not. 
Mr. Tocte. I am too nay 
time. | 
Lord Prefs, FA Take your own courſe. 
Mr. Tooke. C. Was Mr. Adams mes: at the + nnieſary 
of the ſociety of the 2d of bras; laſt ! 5 
A. Men. Nr. 3 8 


upon him; but 1 Los fewo to favs 5 


EAN 2 Tb 
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0. Dali Mr. 1 remember What paſſed o on that day? 1 
mean what paſſed from me on that day.— oes he remember the 


| ſubſtance of what I might then ſay ? 


A. I do not, indeed, Sir. I cannot N to recollection any | 


part. I have been ſo much engaged. 


Q. Will your memory enable you to recoll <Q the ain a 3 


of the French Revolution, in the year 1790 "Za 

| A I remember attending that. | ; 
. Do you remember Lord Stanhope in the chair? 

A. I do not. 


L. Iwill not ee yo u upon that. As far as you recolleQ . 


ed the ſociety on for ſtrong meaſures, 


do you think that I pu 
or kept them back? Do you think that I was forward in the 
buſineſs? _ 

A. I don't know how far I might judge of ſtrong N 
Some queſtions that were put I thought too ſtrong; there were 


things that you endeavoured to prevent; but there was nothing 


that I heard that gave me any notion of trekſon. 


Q. And aps had no notion that any of the members had any : 


idea of treaſon ? ' 

A. No, not of treaſon. 

Q Either to depoſe or kill the . ? „ | 
A. Ob! no. ; ; ENS 5 as \ 

7 Or to uſe force by arms ? | | 

A. No; I never had an idea of that kind. 

Do you think __ were either bold enough, or frong 

enough ? | 

A. No. | 1 85 

Q. Neither? 3 | 

A. Neither. 


. What does Mr. 4 think was the object of the greateſt : 


part of the ſociety? 


A. The greater part was for a Parliamenta Reform; and, +: 


perhaps, all might be ;. but ſome took it in a different 17 5 
. Has Mr. Adams reaſon to think they were only fellows 
15 chat did not ſay all they meant? 


A. I believe they were ſincere, a that they ſaid all they meant, 1 


Q. Then you think they did not make uſe of that pretext, 
when. they meant by force of arms to ſubvert the goyernment, 
but that they were ſincere in wiſhing for a Reform in the Com- 
5 mons Howes of Parliament? 


' A. They were fincere in the Kofi; but not agreed as 0 | | 


the manner of doing it. 


Q. Did Mr. Adams, as Secretary to the Society for Conſti- : 
tutional Information, ever correſpond with Mr. Skirving, or any 
perſon i in Scotland? Does he recollect any correſpon wee R 


any time, between the Conſtitutional cd he and Scotland? 
£5 12 4. en 


þ f ; 
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ber of that committee, declared neither my health or bulineſs 
would permit me to be a member of it? 


a great number of queſtions with reſpect to thele Try thoughts 
1 tank no manner of harm at alli in N 1 4 


mit you to be a member of that committee. 


ſelf ever met. 

Was called Co-operation, was made ? 

tha the 8 object will be much promoted if a ſtanding Com- 
for the purpoſe of holding perſonal communication with the 


_ occaſionally be in London, and who may be authorized by wen. 


member of that committee ? 


» N  » 


A. 1 teollect N ſending letters, but we did not anſwer 
them. I am not quite certain of that ; but the books will give in- 
„formation. If it is ſo, it is in the books, which I beg to refer to. 

. Has Mr. Adams kept back any letters or papers of cor- 

reſpondence whatever, or had he any but what he has given up? 

A. I don't know of any. It is poſſible there may be 
but not kept back intentionally. 

Q. Can you recollect (I don't know the date, but it was juſt 
before the papers were ſeized); Can be recollect the appoint- 8 
ment of a Committee of Correſpondence? 


A. I ſhould 25 glad to refer to the book, if you will give me 


leave. | 1 | 
EO FORE Book fhewn the Wi meſs.) 

7 8 * Reſolved, That there be 3 a Obi of 
0 8 of the Members of this ang; af Ves, Sir, I 
remember at. 

Q. Can Mr. Adams 5b in what manner that Com- 
mittee of Correſpondence was appointed? | 
A,. In the uſual way, I believe, Sir. 

Q. Can he recollect this, that I being requeſted to be a mem 


A. Give me leave to read the minutes Ves, I 35 cr 
that.you ſaid that neither your health or "your buſineſs would oo 


Did I ever meet that committee? 
"of I believe never, Sir. 1 don t know that the committee i- 


Does Mr. 1 recollect how the committee of what 
A. Reads.) „ Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee, 
Co-operation, between the two ſocietics, were eſtabliſhed 


mittee O 


members of ſimilar Societies in other parts of the country, as may 


reſpective Societies to act with ſuch committees. 

Q. Mr. Adams has ſpoken to the manner in which that com- 
mittee was made, and my name appears becauſe they voted that 
the Committee of Correſpondence ſhould be appointed the Com- 
mittee of Co-operation. Does 2 TOO TRIO I was * 


A. It was underſtood you was . +3 
Mr. Tooke, I believe it was ſo, for I did not nw it. - 1 aſk. 


o 


Ind Prefident, It is proper and neceſſary for you to 1 a2 © 


eat number of theſe queſtions. It is proper for your cafe. _ 
Mr. Tooke. But it looks as if I thought it was a FO 
; which I do not, and wiſhed to paſs it from myſelf. 


ſelf. _ 


Mr. N Q. Does Mr. Adams recolle& notice given by . 


me, that a motion would be made by me for note books to 8 5 25 


prengved. in which ſhould by wrote the 1 names of mo 2s 

A. do. 88 8 FL 5 1 
Q. Was the ook everniads? ; | 
A. No, it was not. 
C. Do you recollect a little — 5 at the idea of that motion 4 
A. There Was. 


Q. Can Mr. Adams remeber ever to have heard me 1 | 
| that I had lain out of my own bed but brice W che laſt ſeven 


years? 
A. I cannot take upon me to ſay chat. „ 1 


Q. Can you remember my ſaying, that if there was a meeting, - 
of the Friends of Libert be for any good purpoſe, upon Wimble- - 
found there ; but if it was farther off 


don Common, I ſhould 
J ſhould not? 

„ | ö 

Mr. Taoke. My Lord, I am proving; 0 the Wies h 

ſelf, that I love liberty very well near my own home, but will 

not go a great diſtance for it. 


Q. Was Mr. Adams at the laſt dinner of the Revolutian So. | 


ciety, upon the 4th or 5th of November, 1793 
4.10 dare ſay I was. I have no doubt of it. I generally 
W | 
Mr. Tote. This is the "PR ODER a that meets upon 
the 4th of November; the Diſſenters meet on the 4th, and the 
5 of the Church of England upon the 5h. * - 
Q. You believe you was there! 
A. Yes. | 
Q. Do you recollect my giving a toaſt there Z 
A. I do, Sir. 
Lord Preſident. What year! ? 
A. The 4th or 5th of November, 1793. 
Mr. Tooke. C. Repeat the toaſt ? 
A. If you will repeat it, I think I ſhould revealed? its © 
' Q. Was it in theſe words, or to this effect?“ May the peo- 
ple of this country never forget or forſake the preſent family on 
the throne, until it ſhall appear, by their conduct, that, 8 
| (ans forgotten the principles that put them. on it,” 
of I remember that very well. 


Lord Prefident. You are perfectly right to paſs ĩt from wor. 


+ 
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2. Is Mr. Adams able to tell who eſtabliſhed the dinner 
dub! + | 
A. I believe Mr. Tooke did. | 
Does Mr. Adams recollect why Mr. Tooke eſtabliſhed 
that dinner club ? 8 | 
A. I don't know that I can take upon t to . ; but. E 
rather think it was in order that the members might meet to- 
| Do Mr. TY oo think it might be, that I might go home 
log; 22 and that, inſtead of meeting at ſeyen, i it tho d be at half 
aſt four ? 
Io 5 g A. It might be for that mln. 80 
2 Can Mr. Adams fay, what the ſociety meant when they 
| | | ſaid they would co-operate in the great end? What did he * 
ſtanddi to be the great end? _ 
| A. I underſtood it was meant a Parliamentary Reform. 
Q. Does Mr. Adams recollect many perſons being black. 
balled who wiſhed to be members of the ſociety | ? 
A. Certainly, Sir, many. 
Q. How many does he * ſcore? 
Ha . No, Sir. 
1 A. Hardly ſo man 9 
Mr. Tooke, M —" it was not a 2 65 ſecret committee; 
he hardly 1 ten perſons black- balled, in as many years, 
| who were willing to be members. We were not afraid of ſpies. 
2. Can Mr. Adams ſwear that the names which are to be 
found in the books, which are called the books of the —_ 
2 were inſerted at the time the perſons appeared? 5 
A. Certainly not. 
„ Q. Do you recollect an affectation of F rench phraſes in the 
== books of the ſociety ? 
3 A. I dont know that they were in the books. Tam not cer- 
tain of it. 
Q. I aſked an | improper queſtion, becauſe the books will 
tell it. Did you ever ſend 100 notice to St. Andre, or Barrere, 


wy 1 
* 
1 8 


E informing them they were elected honorary members * 
* . 
Q. Was you directed to ſend any? 0 
4. No.” 
. Did Mr. Adams ever infert the whole, or any * of the. 
n "ria of St. Andre or Barrere i in the books of the . ociety ? 


1 2. Was he ordered? Oh 00 nw 
5 . There was no e that 0 : be. 2 2 q 


— 
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Q. Had he ever the papers chat ene them, either i in — 
Lngit or French} | — 
Were in bi | Ih C — 7 
FL 0 . the " hare. oli; alan. 
r. Tooke. But were every where elſe; y bo 
might have them heyy being rey with al L zul 5 
aſk this queſtion, becauſe I have been told that a man has been 
called to prove the papers, in order to criminate the ſociety. 
Lord Preſident. It is true there was ſuch a perſon called to 
criminate the 1 tl It i is very fortunate for the fociety ty 
did not go any fart 
Mr. Hole. They might have been charged with Mahome- 4 
taniſm if they had. | — 
Q. After the war commenced, had Mr. Adams any direct * ©." 
indirect correſpondence with any perſon i in ns? „ 85 "i 
A. Certainly not. 35 | 
L. Do you know any body elſe that had? | pe ol 
A. I never knew of any body. _ —̃ 
Q. Does he think they had? == 
1 Not that I know of. 1 9 ſpeak to my own kiow- 


E Did Mr. Adams ever ſee or hear of a letter frnkn Mr. | 
Margarot to the London Correſponding Society, containing 
then words, We cannot fay fo 8 of Citizen Sinclait 

from the Soci for Conſtitutional Information. He has been 
| eonfined to his bed ever ſince Saturday, with a violent fever and 

fore throat; he is ſomething better this morning. He is a valua- 
ble young man; and ſhould he die, his loſs would be ſeverely felt, 
not, indeed, by his conſtituents, who have baſely aba. him, 
but by all the friends of freedom. 

A. 1 rather think I did, Sir. Will be => 
Lord Preſident. Which i is the letter? | 58 
Clerk f Arraigus. It is a copy of a letter from Meflrs. 

Gerald and Margarot to the Secretary of the London Cob 

reſ onding Society, printed in Appendix F, No. 12. | 

r. Tote. It is an extraordinary thing, that becauſe five or 

fix gentlemen choſe to ſend delegates, the treaſon, if there is any, x 

mould fall upon thoſe who would have nothing to do with. A3 

and who, it is ſaid, had baſely abandoned them. oy 

2. Do you know, that between two and throe years ago, 3 

quitted London for ill health and infirmity? 3 
A. Les. That, I believe, was the time you went to Win- 48 
bledon. 5 
Q. My infirmities, I believe you know, BN me out of « Gare I 
to hear” arms ? 1 


+ 

- 
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tere of Mr. Joyce being in the chair; an 


. MO OT TO Oey >: 
Mr. Tooke. My Lords, I am aſhamed to have taken up ſo 
much of your.time. I ſhall aſk no more queſtionss. 
Mr. Attorney General. Will you be ſo good to look at that 
'book—Upon the 11th of April, 1794, you find an entry 
| £ ou will find Mr. 
Tooke, Mr. Kyd, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Mandy, and Mr. Rich- 
.ter were preſent among others. OR I TT LF 
4 OBE. 8 | 9 4 
L. You find there an entry to this effect; e J00 made 
the report of the meeting of the delegates of the London Correſ- 
ponding Society, for the purpoſe of this Society co-operating 
with the London Correſponding Society, and that they had 
come to the following refolutions”-—then there are three reſolu, 
tions entered into: Firſt, Reſolved, That it appears to this 
committee, very deſirable, that a general meeting, or convention 
of the Friends of Liberty ſhould be called, for the purpoſe of 
taking into conſideration, the proper methods of obtaining a 
full and fair repreſentation of the people. WVWäV 
« Second, Reſolved, That it is recommended to the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, and the London Correſponding 
Society, to inſtitute a regular and preſſing correſpondence with 
all thoſe parts of the e where ſuch menſures may be 
likely.to be promoted, not only to inſtigate the ſocieties already 
formed, but to endeavour alſo to produce ſuch other aſſociations, 
as may farther the general object.“ I think you told us, upon 
Mr. Tooke's examining you, that his name was propoſed as 
a member of the Correſponding Society, in his abſence. 
A. I don't know that I ſaid that, Sir. By TE Ro 
2. Look back to that, Sir—Now, Mr. Adams, I think you 
fay you uſually copied the reſolutions into this book, they being 


0 


flirſt wrote upon looſe papers? TE 


r. 5 5 ; 
2. The reſolutions, when they were taken down, were not 
always in your own hand ? 55 3 
A. No, Sir; not always. „ 2 
2. You can perhaps inform me then, whoſe hand-writing 
the reſolutions I have ſhewn to you is, and particularly whether 


any, and what part, is in the hand-writing of Mr. Tooke ; 


the rough draft of the reſolutions, I mean? GET 

A. Thereis ſome part like Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. Tp 

Q. Do you know whoſe writing the reſt is? | {| 

No, Ido nes :.: 5 FFF 
2. Do you believe the reſolutions in the hand- writing of the 

Priſoner to have been entered from that? „F 

| A. I believe it was. | 3 


7 


e. With 


55 125 Jjonn HORNE rooks. „ 
0 Wich Kipeciii to Mr. Sinclair, he had been bent to Os 


Scotch Convention at a very private 1 ? 
A. No, I did not ſay that. | 
Q. Is this letter, I iy —_ ing to ſhew you, Ggned by any body, 


and what perſon, | whoſe writing you know ? 
Mr. Tote. The original was all my hand; that is the copy. 
Mr. Attorney General. You remember the mY of . 


* of 3 1794. : 


Wh 33. ſee an entry RI 6 That i it "bs nile. That ge” 85 
moſt excellent addreſs of the London Correſponding Soci 1 
inſerted in the books of this ſociety. That is in the Append 
Was that copied into the book from a rough minute: 
A. I ſuppoſe it was, Sir. 
2. Look at that, and tell me whoſe hand-writing wat is 7 
A. It is Mr. Tooke's hand- writing. 
Q. Do you know that the London Correſponding Society 
had a meeting about four days before that? 
A. No, I don't know, Sir; I never attended any of hid, | 
Q. Turn back to the 19th of January, 1994—Do you find 
an entry, * "That law" ceaſes to be an object of obedience 
whenever it becomes an inſtrument oY "On 222 
A. Ves, Sir. „ 
Q. And ſeveral others ? - FRE 
"A. 66; dir; | 4 
. Who appears to Naw been in the chair that nigh, ? 
A. It appears that Mr. 'Tooke was, Sir. | 
- Mr. Toke. Does Mr. Adams mean to fay, Mr. Tooke 
was in the chair when thoſe reſolutions were paiſed? ES, © 
A. That I cannot ſay. | 5 | 
Lord Prejident. That will be evidence to go to the Jury by 
| 2 bye. 
Mr. Attorney G Was Mr. Bonny preſent? 
A. His name is here. 7 | 
2. Was Mr. Martin preſent: © | 
A. Mr. Martin's name is here. 55 e 
2. Was Mr. Kydpreſent? - - 8 
A. His name is here, Sir. | 
2. Will you be ſo good as to inform me, -wingdier thisis is not 
the rough draft of the minute of the reſolution, and tell me 
Whoſe hand-writing it i? 2 
I ſhould ſuppoſe, moſt probably 1 entered it from this. 
Q Whoſe hand-writing is it? 
A. I don't know; I ſee ſome ow part of it is mine. 
4. 


SN 


Whoſe is the beginning ? e DT © 
e T 
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0 8 mean n to fay, that you cannot tell whole land 4 
that is in? : 
A. Ves, do; it was very e the reſolutions was written 

vpon pieces of paper; ſometimes ] was | in the room, and ſome- 
times I was not there. 

Q. Then, upon your oath, you cannot ay whoſe mand 
writing it is? | 2 
A. No, I cannot poſitively ſpeak to it—I cannot ſwear to 
the hand-writing. - 
Li. Can you ſwear to the belief of it, * being the hand- 
5 writin of any perſon of have ſeen write? 


A. I think it is poſlible; I may recollect, but cannot forear 
to it. } 

2. Cannot you ſay, as to your belief * 

£#.: 1' cannot. 5 

Q. Whoſe do you. believe it to be ? 

A. It may be Mr. Bonney's. 
20 you believe it to be (0-7. 

A. I don't know. 

Q.. Do you believe it? 

l think it is. > 


Did you ever fee him write ? 
l have ſeen his writing, but I don” 18 that I ever ſaw 

him Write; I believe it to be Mr. Bonney” s; but a can by no 

means ſwear to as 

Q. Be ſo good as to turn to the 23d of March, r791—Ds 
you find there the reſolution, . That the thanks of this ſociety be 
given to Mr. Thomas Paine, for his moſt maſterly book, entitled, 

The Rights of Man, 'in which not only the malevolent ſophiſtries 
of hireling ſcribblers are detected and expoſed to merited ridicule, 
but many of the moſt important and beneficial political truthis are 
ſtated, ſo irreſiſtibly convincing, as to promiſe the acceleration 
of that not very diſtant period, when uſurping borough-ſellers, 
and profligate borough-buyers, ſhall be deprived of what they 
impudently dare to call their property—the choice of the repre- 
ſentatives of the people. 

„The Conſtitutional Society cannot help expreſſing their 
ſatisfaction that ſo valuable a publication has proceeded from a 
member of that ſociety ; and they ſincerely hope, that the peo- 
ple of England will give that attention to the ſubjects diſcuſſed 
in Mr. Paine's treatiſe, which their manifeſt importance ſo 
juſtly deſerve. 

Reſolved. That the foregoing cefolutions. and all ſuture pro- 
ceedings of this ſociety, be regularly tranſmitted by the l 
to all our Correſponding Contantional Societies in "_ 

Scotland, 8 France“ | 

"0s NI Sir. . ; | ; . mY 8 . 2 And % 


þ * 


| Jofix noni Fouls. 10g * AM 
Q. And © Refolved, That the above reſolutions be publiſhed 
in the papers. Were thoſe reſolutions come to, as you have _ 
A. Yes; Sir, certamly. M5 i 
Q. Were they publiſhed , Te. 
A. I have no doubt they were—l ſuppoſe they were—lf they 
were not, it was becauſe the papers did not chooſe to do itt. 
_ Y. Iwill aſk you whether Mr. Tooke appears to have been 
preſent upon the meeting of the 23d March, 1791 ? 
A. He appears in the book. - | 5 
Q. Look forward to the iſt of April, 1791, Does Mr. Tooke 
appear to be preſent there upon the iſt of April, 17917 
W . 1 i 
Q. Do you find a reſolution there, At a meeting of the 1ſt 
April, 1791, reſolved, That the reſolutions of this ſociety, recom- 
mending Paine's book, The Rights of Man,” and publiſhed m 
ſeveral of the papers, be re-publiſhed in the following, via. Gene- 
ral Evening, Morning Poſt, World, Engliſl Chronicle, Sher- » 
_— ; Leeds, York, (Briſtol, Nottingham, and Birming- 
AM. There is ſuch a reſolution here, Sir. r 
. Did the ſociety come to ſuch a reſolutionę? ._ - % Ba: 
A. I ſuppoſe ſo, or elſe I ſhould not have entered it. ü 
L. Have you any reaſon to know, whether thoſe reſolations = 
were actually printed in the papers which 1 have mentioned? MN 
A. I cannot take upon myſelf to fay they were; they may be 
referred to, but I cannot ſay. ET SD ind an. ea 
Q. Turn to the gth March, 17922 3 
A. I don't think there is any on the qth; here is one on 
the 11th. F ĩ „„ 1 
. It is on the gth of March. . | 
A. Here it is. | . 8 „ | 
_&. You fin gentleman” propoſed, of the name of Joel 
Barlow ? „„ „ 
„ 3 ee OR | 
0 : Who was he propoſed and ſeconded by, as appears by the _ 
book! . CRT | 8 
A. Joel Barlow, Eſq. propoſed by Mr. Tooke, and ſeconded 
by Mr. Sharpe.” _ 777 og 
2. Go to the 10th March, 1992, you will find a reſolution, - 
« Ordered, that the ſecretary return to the chairman of the ſoci- 
ety at Mancheſter, the thanks of this ſociety, for his communi- 
cation; at the ſame time aſſuring him, that this ſociety heartily » 
concur in the above reſolution.” The above reſolution is a 


reſolution of the Mancheſter Conſtitutional Society, ſigned 


# 


Thomas Walker and Samuel Jackſon. And among other 
9 5 . 3% Od things, 

** . 

* 85 * k 


Society. 
„ neſs. This is a draft of a letter, intended as ah Wer 
to the Sheffield letter 1 don't Know: that I ever ſaw Mr. 


5 


. ue TRIAL or. 


the influence which Mr. Paine's publications appears to have 


thin 855 4: That & this 1 8 congratulate their 8 at 1 _ 


had, in procuring the repeal of ſome Thing: taxes in the 


| preſent ſeſſion of Parliament; and they hope that this adoption 

of a ſmall part of Mr. Paine's ideas, will be followed by the moſt 
ftrenuous exertions to accomſiliſi a compilete reform in the fireſent 
inade quate ſtate of the refireſentation of the feofile ; and that the. 


other great plans of public benefit, which Mr. Paine has ſo pow- 
erfully recommended, will be ſpeedily carried into effect. 
Signed, Thomas Walker, e Samuel Jackſon, ſecre- 
tary.“ Do you find that ? 
"A." Yes, Sir 
Q. Upon that they return thanks to the chairman ? 
ET es. Mi. © 


Q. Whoſe hand-writing is chat—and 3 18 that the rough ara: | 
; 1 


from which you copied it 
Mr. Toke. It is my ing 2 * 
Q. Now turn to the 2 3d of March; who was in the cor at 


the laſt meeting of the 1th of March! ? 


A. Mr. Tooke. . 


— 


2. Look to the meeting of the 2 30 March, 3 you will find 


the Sheffield paper there; you obſerve there the Sheffield reſolu- 


tion,“ We declare, chat we have derived more true knowledge 
from the two works of Mr. Thomas Paine, intituled < Rights 


of Man,” part the firſt and ſecond, than from any other author 
or ſubje ;”” and an obſervation at the bottom, That the ſo- 


ciety do return the thanks of this ſociety to the Society for Con- 


ſtitutional Information, een at Sheffield, „ Whole hand- 


Writing is that? | 
Mr. Tooke. That is my hand-writing. 
Fitneſs. It is Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 


2. Can you inform us whoſe hand-writing that is is? (fhewing 


him another aer.) 
Mir. Tocte. That is my writing—it ally 


Q. (7e Mr. Adams.) Turn now to the meeting of the 20th : 
of April, 1792 ; you find there an entry of the e at 


2. Do 7 


the Thiee Tun Tarerne in Southwark; ö 
A. wg Sir. : ; 8 


8 to the Sheffield . 


Tooke write. * | 
Mr. 7ozke. He cannot tell my hand-writing, 15 write ſo 
different. bs s 
. (7% Mr. Weodfall Fo Whoſe band-writing do PAI believe 
that to be? : 
Al. I believe the main body to be Mr. Tobe Hh 05 


, „ 


; I 


. Go to the 29th, of e Mr. 


to be preſent that day? 


Fi. 


2. Do you find a letter i in tha 6005 addreſſed to o the F ciends 5 
of the People, entered? | 3 5 


„ 
Q. Who was in the chair that day! ? 

A. It appears, Major Cartwright Was. 
Q. Was that letter ſent ? 5 20 
1 Ves, Sir. 


Look at the 4th of May, 17923 2 Mr. Tooke Sr 
to have been preſent then? 


A. Yes, Sir. 


L. Have you any kale of reading a lener from 1 | 
Revolution ociety at N ONE ? | 5 


A. Ves, Sir. 

Q. Is that letter entered i in the books; ? 

A. Yes, Ss, © 

- 0, Do gu find this iis there? „The Rights of Man by 


Thomas 
Barlow, have all been read with attention, and circulated with 


avidity. They point out with clearneſs, moſt of the abuſes 


which hide accumulated under the Britiſh Government; they 
attack with ener rgy moſt of the N A have rended o ; 


_ perpetuate them. | * 
A. Ves, Sir. | a 


I will aſk you, IF was Mr, T. Paine one of the mem 


bers "of the Conſtitutional Society? 
A. T believe he was an honorary member. 
Did he attend pretty frequently while he was in England 3 
A. The book will tell, I rather think he did. 
Do you find a reſolution upon the 4th of May, 1792, to 
as effect: « 'This ſociety receives the above communication 


With the moſt heartfelt ſatisfaction, and deſires to co- operate 


with the ſociety i in their laudable exertions, and oY of the 


election of their twelve members? 


** 


A. Here is nearly thoſe words. 


| Will you look thoroughly Erbach that, and tell me, 
815 whether that is the original letter 


A. It has all che e of 1 Ty I cannot fay i it is abſolutely | 


ee „„ | | 
| # 5 1 0 2 | 50 . Lock 


Joun HORNE Took. 10% 


0 Do you find a-reſolution, that they ſhould be Anne : 
and that it ſhould be publiſhed in the papers? 22 55 


A. Les, Sir. 5 
Q. Does your recollection 8 you to ſay, lets it was 2 805 


A. It does not; probably it was, but I cannot 70 


8 appar 


aine, and the Advice to the Privileged Orders, b Joel 


— 


* 


W * 
— IE" 
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. Look at the twelve names at the bottom, and tell me, 1 55 
* there is any hand- writing you happen to know ? _ 
A. No, not one of the twelve Names. 
Q. Now, Sir, look to the ſame 4th of March, AP tell me. * 
Martin was propoſed to be an honorary member by any body, _ 
and by whom? - 
A. Tt appears here, that Mr. Martin was propoſed an ; hono- FE 
rary member by Mr. Tooke, and ſeconded by Mr. Froſt. 
Q. Do you remember any letter of thanks coming from IM 
Martin, to the ſociety ? 
A. T rather think I do; it is a long while ago. 1 
O. Will you look at that paper, and tell me if you know 
any py s hand-writing in it? | 
Al. There is ſome WIR different from the reſt, bug Fe can- 
not tell whoſe it is. | 
Mr. Tooke.. Fhere is an interlineation, and that i is mine. 
Mr. Attorney General. Look at the meeting of the 11th 
of May, 1792.—Was Mr, Tooke preſent at that meeting, as / 
appears by the book ? ; 
ww Sf 5 if 
. And there is an entry, that as ſhould be a communi- 
cation from this ſociety, with the {ociety of the Friends of che 
| 8 at Paris, known by the name of the Jacobius ;? 
„**. Les, Us. 
Q. And an addrefs from the ſociety os the Friends of the 
Conſtitution at Paris, called the Jacobins? Pp 
e. Sir, 
. Do you remember a reſolution paſſing, that you fee in 
| Sac book, That the above addreſs be ſigne XY by the chairman 
4 and ſecretary, and that Mr. John Horne Tooke be requeſted to 
1 =" "iy it, with all poſſible diſpatch, to Mr. 3 Wan at 
; aris | 
Ai. There is ſuch a reſolution. 
_ . 97 would not have entered i it unleſs it had been reſolved | ? 
bs 1 No Sr. 
Do vou find another 3 “ That the ſaid e | 
. fs read a Candy time at the next meeting, for publication“ 3 
| | . | 
. Look at the mecting of the 12th of May, 1792—is there 


fs 


| aan meeting mentioned in that book, i in which you have inſerted 
EA a letter from Lord John Ruſſel? | 
. A. I don't remember, Sir, there! is any ſuch letter. wo 
The date of the letter is the 12th of May, 1792—g0 to 
the 18th of May, e Mr, Tooke Aus as far as 


8 ES; pppenrs. by the book?  _ 9 
3 Yes, Sir. | | 1 Fo 2 
. De 


Joun HORNE TOOKE. - / ng ; 
0 Do you. find the addreſs to the Jacobins- ordered to be 


publiſhed * 5 


A. It don't appear here; it may - have been in the rough mi- 8 


nutes, and forgot to be entered; '# ont ſee it at preſent. 
Q. If you look on you will find a. letter. 8 


Rights of Man; and that the ſociety reſolved to give him thanks 
Ph ſupport him. Do you recolle&t whether that — 


1 or not ? 
edu. 


Q. Do you obſerve Ak « that a g be 3 


to enquire into the rumour of the above mentioned: proſecution, | 


and to report thereon to the ſociety at its next meeting 1 
. 
Q. Are the S named chere? 

A. Ves Sir; 
Q. What are the names ? 


A. Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Tooke, Lord Daer, Mr. Hull, and 5. Mr. : 


Fitzgerald. | 
Q. Do you ſee a reſolution that a copy of Mr. Paine's letter 
ſhould be tranſmitted to all the aſſociated ſocieties round the 
country; ; and that 3000 copies of the above letter and reſolutions 
ſhould be printed for the uſe of the wen 2 
A. Les, vir. | | 
 Q. Were they printed ? 1 
A. I cannot take upon me to ſay edi thaw were or vet; 
the account book will ſhew, I dare ſay. | 


Q. If you look there, perhaps you will be able to tell us, TY 


whether there was printed or not, the Addreſs of the ]. 
and paid for by the ſociety ? 


A. This appears to be printed in the papers, but not other- 
wile. 


Q. It appears to be from that part ofthe hoak they-publiſhed 
it in the papers? 
4 Ves, Sir. 


We ſhall now go t to the 25th of May, 1222. Da you 


find thine a reſolution, That 6,000 more copies of the dills di- 
rected at the laſt meeting be printed: That 100 be ſent to each 


of the twelve aſſociated members of the Sheffield Conſtitutional 
Societies; 100 to each of the twelve aſſociated members of the 
Norwich Conſtitutional Society; 200 to each of the other 8 


cieties correſponding with this Sor ar 200 to 9 4 
200 to the e Og at Belpar”? | 


A. It is here, 


Did that reſolutiop _ ? 
A. Fes, Si. 


homas Paine, | 
© Nating, that he was about to publiſh a cheap edition of the 


Wo, 1 
"23. 4 
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2. Was Mr. Tooke preſent, a8 far as ; appears by the book, 
at the time that paſt ?- 
A. He appears to be preſent as far as the book ſhews. _ © 

. Now, Sir, will you be ſo good as to ſee whether there is 
an anſwer to that letter, read che lame evening, dated May 24. 
17925 higned, T. Hardy? 

don't appear upon the 2 Sch. 

. Will you allow me to aſk you if you ever ſaw that paper 
before 2— lt is the proceeding immediately after. It is 2 
the firſt of June. < - | 

AI dare ſay I may have ſeen it, but I cannot *. 

e Whole hand do you believe it to ber. 
A I do not know.  - 

Whoſe hand-writing do you believe it to be ? J 
T cannot ſay. 
Not even to your belief ? 
No, Sir. 
Look at the meeting of the grſt of Fe ? 
I have it. 
Does Mr. Tooke appear to 27 preſent at that meeting ? 
Yes, Sir. | | 
You find an entry there, That the Secretary reported, 
"Har he hath ſent 1, 200 of the printed bills, ordered at the laft 
meeting, to the Sheffield Conſtitutional Society; 1,200 to the 
Norwich Conſtitutional Society; to the Southwark Conſti- 

tutional Society 200; to the London Correſponding Society 
' 200; to a perſon to be forwarded ts Derby 200; to the Conſti- 
tutional Whigs 200; to the Society at Belpar 200. —Did you | 
fend them? 


Fore © SSN 


* 
3 - 


A. I have no doubt of i it from the report. | 
Q. You find alfo a reſolution, „That the Secretary do ſend 
to Birmingham 600 ; to the Society at Aldgate 200; to Man- 
_ cheſter 1,200; to Liverpool 200; to Cambridge 500; and 400 
(to a perſon) to be diſtributed — the Societies in the neigh- 
bourhood of Glaſgow ” ? 
A. Ves, Sir. | 
Q. Do you recollect that reſolution being © come to! ? 
. 1 wks no doubt it was. 80 
. You find a letter of the 31ſt of May? „„ 
Les, Sir. m1 
. Signed Margarot and Hardy? | 33 
Lt ſeems to be ſigned only by Hardy es, it 18 s ſigned by 


g 2. Do y ou find an e that that ſame- letter ſhould be pub- | 
liſhed in ſuch PU as * receive ms. advertiſements of 


oy ſocie * 
fp” 4. Yes, 


| JOHN . rookR. 
4 Yes, 8 „ | | 
L. Goto the meeting of . 1 T5 of Jane—Who isin the. 


chair ? ? 
A. Mr. Tooke is in the he 5 5, 0 

Q. Will you be fo good to ſee if there is a letter _ + 
the 1 Correſponding Society, ſtating, that they had opened 
a ſubſcription for the defence of Mr. Paine; and that they were 
willing to admit ſuch ſix members, whom * ſhall noi, 
to be aſſociated members of this ſociety? 1 ; 


A. Yes, Sir. 


. You will ſee whites that is not the letter which came; 


and whether that is the ſignature of Thomas Hardy, or any body” 
_ elſe? Look at the body of the letter, and tell me if you know 
the hand-writin ng, and whether the Por of 1 it is different from the 
- other parts of it 
A. I never ſaw Mr. Hardy e in my life, as I recolleR. 
This 1s very different from what has been offered to me as his 
hand writing. 


Q. Then you dot t know either of the Ker; 8 


Mr. Tooke. The interlineation of the words, and that knows 


ledge, is mine. | 
Mr. Attorney General. You find on the ſame day it is O. 


dered, That the Secretary do inform the Secretary o the London 


Correſponding Society, that this ſociety received their propoſal - 
with pleaſure; and are willing to admit ſuch fix of the mem- 
bers, whom they ſhall e to be aſſociated members of 
this ſociety” ? ? 

MA; Y es, Sir: 


Q. Now, Sir, do you recelleQ the letter of the 13 Cor | 
reſponding Society, and the two laſt reſolutions, being e to 


be publiſhed in the newſpapers? _ ; 

A. It is mentioned here, Sir. | 

. See if there is a reſolution there; That 12,000 copies of 
Mr. Paine's letter, dated '6th June, 1792, to Secretary Dundas, 


be printed by this Society, for the purpoſe of being tranſmitted to 
our correſpondents throughout Great Britain; and that a Com- * 


mittee be appointed to direct the ſame.” 

A. There is ſuch a letter. : 

2. Who are the Committee? | 

A. Mr. Tooke, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Chapman, Mr. 3 
and Mr. Joyce. 
3 Wil” you inform me if you know whoſe hand-wiriting 
that rough minute is that orders 12, 000 copies t to be . 
(Shewing a frafer to the Mi Tineſs.) 

Mr. Tooke. That 1 is mine. r 
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Mr. Attorney General. 0. Goto the ad of Fine 1792.— 


Wias Mr. Tooke preſent 88 as far as appears by the . 


A. Yes, Sir. - 
, Q. Who was in the chair? | 

A. Mr. Froſt. | : 
Q. Have you nnvenity, that A menttier reported an ns | 


tion was filed againft Mr. Pains for pn} his * of 


Man? 


A. Ves, Sir, here is. 
Q. And that a ſubſcription be entered into for the beriefit of 


Mx. Paine; and that ſubſcription n be received * Mr. 


Bonney, — Solicitor? 
#. Yes, Sir. 3 1. 
. Now look for the 29th of June, 1792. You will find 


there the committee report a plan of diſtribution of the 12,000 


of Mr. Paine's letter to Mr. Dundas, which 1 is adopted? 
A. Ves, Sir. 
. Were thoſe 12,000 diſtributed according to that plan ? 
4. No, Sir, I believe I had not the diſtributing of them. 
2. Vou paid for the printing of them, and for the * to 


the acobins, I believe, Sir. 


Ves, Sir, it appears ſo here. 
Turn to the 13th of July, 1793. Were the fix bade. 


- e on that day ? 


A. Yes, Sir, I believe they were. 
Q. Goto the ——— of the e 5th of October, 1792. 
A. have it, Sir? 
. Was Mr. Tooke preſent on that day ? 
A. Des, Sir, it is in the book ſo. 
Q: Do you find an anfwer to the letter from the Conſtitutional 


Whigs, Independent and Friends of the People ; accompanied 


with 50 copies of a letter, tranſ mitted to them from the Friends 
of Freedom at Cherburgh If it is required it may be read. 

A. I have it, Sir. 

. Go to the 12th of October, 1792. Do you find — 


| hd rance” ? 


„. 


4. Read Mr. ee s letter of the National Convention of 


Des, Sir. | 
Q. Was Mr. Tooke baer at the meeting ; of the 12th of 
Oder, „„ | 
His name is here. De | 1 


Q. Was Martin preſent? 
Des ir. 


Q. Was Mr. Richter preſent 75 | 

2 Ves, Sir. i had 15 5 | 

Nt foyce?.  - ” | F 
_— HY 4 Ves, 


N — . — o 4 F * 
. - £ ” 
* 2 


4. Ye, Sir . ? 

Q.: Do you remember feceiving a letter Hoa ad 3 : 
with a book addreſſed to the National Convention of 9 

with reſpect to the defects of the Conſtitution of 17917 F 
4. Yes, Sir 

' 6 Who f formed that Committee Was Mr. Tooks one eof 
them | | 

1 * 5 

Mr. Toke. Do you heck from your knowledge, or from 
your book ? 

A. The book I alw: s ſpeak from. 
L. Look to the meeting of the 26th of October, 1792. You 
read the report of the Compton appointed at the laſt meeting 7 

A. Ves, Sir. | 

Q. Then you find the * /OFER «© That it is the opinion of 
the Committee, that the purpoſe of the addreſs, drawn'up by the 
London Correſponding Society, could be better W 7 a 
ſeparate addreſs, than by that joint addreſs.” 

A. Is that on the 26th of October? 

Q. I take it to be the 26th of October ; it may be a day! Jer 
for I I know. Look to the 2d of October, and fee if chat 
ux > . 

A. It is the 2d of November. 

Q. I will ſhew it you by and bye. Dow Mr. Tocke ap- 
pear to be preſent upon the 26th of 98 as lets as $ the | 
book goes? | | | 

A. Yes, Sir. 5 

. Now, Sir, go to * gth of N ovember, 1792 Y 

A. I have it, Sir | 

Q. Does Mr. Tovke appear to have denn preſent upon the 
gth of November? 


A. Yes, Sir. 
O. Is there entered an | addrils fromthe: Society for Contita- 


tional Information to the N ational Convention of F rance * 
A. Yes, Sir. 
Was that read and approved of to your recollection ? 
A. It Was, Sir. © 
. Do you find the reſolution there, that Mr. Barlow and 
1 Mr. Froſt be deputed by this ſociety, to preſent the addreſs of 
chis ſociety at the har of the National C in France? 
A. Ves, Sir. | 
0. Did that reſolution paſs ? 


A; Xen, Sit = 2-06 | 
You find the reſolution of Barlow and Froſt haying ace 


cepted the deputation; and that this ſociety tagk n 5 
4. Yes; nearly in thoſe nw 


: 


& D 


8 n 


t 
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Q. Did that paſs? e „ 
A. Yes, Sir. ; 


Q. Do you find 4 entry Hs, of a een for ſing 


| the efforts of friends in the cauſe of freedom * ? 


A. Yes, Sir. 9 he 
. Was ſuch a ſubfcription opened in that ſociety 1 
A. I don't know there was ſuch a ſubſcription : as that coats; 


there was but one, and that was afterwards. 


© $4 


Forehonetenanes 


N. Go to the meeting of the 14th 3 1792.—Does 
"Mr. Tooke appear to be preſent there * ? 
4 Ye, 0m? _ | 
Was Bonney? 
Ves, Sir. 
Martin? 3 
Ves, Sir. 5 
K yd ? | | = 
Von Ep 
Mr. Richter? | ; 
I don't ſee Mr. Richer, | 
Mr. Holcroft ? 
| Yes, Sir. "IRR 
Mr. Joyce ? . 
I think he does not appear. 


Mancheſter ? | 
. Yes, Sir. 


1. think you will find they read a a e addreſs from 


Q. You will find in it this es: “ Reſolved, That 


10, ooo copies of thè ſame be printed by this ſociety, and diſtri- 
N wy to their eee in Great Britain and Ireland” 8 
e. Sir: | 
Q. Was that ation come to ? 
A. It was paſſed, Sir. 


2. Can you tell me in whoſe handwriting that nen! is, 


| "if I ſhew.at'you 2 | 25 | . 


A. I don't know, Sir, till I Ge ito! 

C. If you look forward you will ſee: Read a letter from 
the 59 of Friends of Liberty and Equality, ſitting at Laon, 
capital of the "department De L'Aiſne, to the Patriotic So- 
© ciety of London, named che Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 
mation.“ . | | f j 12 

A. Yes, Sir = 5 " 

O. Do you think that was 8 . | 5 

A. No; I don't think it was; it was in F rench; ome — 
tlemen read part of it, and ſome did not. N 

How came that not to be entered? 


I E 
J)CCCCGCGTCV off Lot 
LEA . 2 „* 8 


JOHN HORNE TOORE./ - | Fr > 


5 A I don't think they thought it worth while to do it. 1.1 2 
_ eittered into the re: Hrwntd of the ſociety; but it was not read. Das: 
2e. And a blank was left in the book for it? CERT, 
A. Yes, Sir. | 
. Q. Youwill finda reſolution, « That ſome gentlemen od ; 
be a Committee of foreign Correſpondence.” HIS 
A. Yes, Sir. e 
L. Was Mr. Tooke preſent when that reſolution was come 
to on the 21ſt December, 1792 ? FT 
0 It 1 the books; 1 cannot ay, whether he was r ©” 
not. | 
Q. Who are the perſons that compoſed that committes of 
Correſpondence? o 
A. Mr. Tooke, Mr. Watt, Mr. Gerald, and Lord Semple. 
25 What Mr. Gerald is that? 
Of che Committee of Correſpondence.” 
Q. Now go to the 4th of May, 1792, and tell me 1 | 
11 oe was propoted and ſecond to bea member of the' 
ocie Ts 
- - Wes propoſed by Mr. Tooke, _ ſconnded by Mr. . 
roſt. | 
Q. Now, Sir, go to the meeting of the 18th of January.— | : 
Does Mr. Tooke appear to be prevent on that _y ? . 
A. He is in the book. | 
2. Do you find a reſolution about St. Andre ? 
AM; "Fes, Sit: 
. Did that reſolution paſs ? 
A. Yes, Sir. | 
2. Goto the meeting of the 25th of January. —1 undentand 
your ſociety to be held once a week p 
| Yes, Sir. 
Was Mr. Tooke 8 on the 2 sn 
Ves, Sir. „ : 
Was Mr. Martin there; chat tday ? Se | 
Yes, Sir. | 
Mr. Wardle? VU 
„ 3 5 . 
Mr. Holcroft ? 5 | Ws RE nc 
OG by” 
Mr. Bonney ? * . 
Ves, Sir. | 
. You find there two reid about G N 
and Citizen Roland ; were l e come to at chat 


2 0. | J N 


geen 0 TIE] 
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. Go the m of February, that is * chew that— 
was Mr. Tooke prefers at that ing as 1 as pes by 
che book ? 8 
A. Ves, Str. 
Q. Do you find a nn there about 3 2 ke | 
letter ow, the Sheffield Society for Conſtitutional Fee 10 
"M5 TS, vir. 
a Did that paſs ?. | | 
Sir. 
. Now, Sir, upon the 15th W 1793—was Mr. 
Tooke preſent? _ 

A. He appears to be by the book. 5 

Q. On the 15th, there is a letter from the Society for Conſti- 
tutional Information, with the following extract: Our $0- 
Cup requeſts the favour of your admitting the following twelye 
perſons, whoſe names are ſubſcribed, to be enrolled members of 
your ſociety, for the purpoſe of correſponding with yours, and 
i "Ay: other ſimilar ion in the nation, for Re 9 
regulating our meaſures, and receiving W was that 
letter read? 

7 Ves, Sir, I ſhould think ſo ; there is no doubt about i it. 

Now, Sir, look to the meeting of the 1 * of March, 
179 7 ; was Mr, Tooke preſent then? 
Ves, Sir. 

C. Do you find a reſolution, That the thanks of chis ſociety 
be given to Joel Barlow and John Froſt, for their conduct in 
the preſentation of the addreſs of this fociery to the National 
Convention of F rance; and that Mr. Froſt be aſſured that our 
regard for him is not leſſened, but increaſed, by the proſecu- 
tions and perſecutions which hs faithful and due diſcharge of | 
that commiſſion may bring upon him” ? 

A. It is entered here, Sir. 
Q. Did that reſolution paſs? | 
A. Tas, vir. | 
I would wiſh you now to look 8 to tha 18th of af ay 
1792, and tell me, if you find Charles Sinclair propor to bs 
member of that ſociety, and who propoſed, and ſeconded * 
A. Ves, Sir, I have it. 
Q. Who does it appear propoſed, andſeconded ham ?:- - 
A. Propoſed by Mr. Tooke, and ſeconded by Mr. Froſt. 
L. Now go to the 12th of April, 1793—you find an anſwer 
there from the United Political Societies in Norwich, &c. Reſolu- 
tion, That the ſaid anſwer be ſent by the ſecretary to the 
ſecretary of the ſaid ſocieties. ”. —Was that IVE. read, 12 000 
"9p ſend it? 
Ie It i is here, Sir. ; 


pw. Us Did 


„ JOHN HORNE Took, _ 1 


F 0 Did you ſend an anfwer, which it was reſolved you cal 
n 7 


A. Moſt like . 

Q. Was Mr. 4455 3 there? | | 

A. Yes, he appears upon the book to be is. | 

Li. Tell me, whether a gentleman of the name of Vaughan | 
was preſent there that day? 


. 4. Ir appears here he was, but why he was ; put down, 1 don't 


know; he is not a member of the Society. 
Ba. Sony to the 28th of ws 17933 was 4 Mi. N * 
at da | | 
2 es, Sir . . 
. Was Martin ? 
7 Ves, Sir. 
Q. Joyce? 
A. vo Sir. 
Q. Yorke ? ; 
A. Yes, Sir. 
Q. Look back to the 21ſt June, and tell we whether Joy 
and Tooke were both preſent, as far as appears by the book 
A. Yes, Sir, as appears by the book. | 
L. Should you have put them down, if they had not been 


preſent ſome part of the day? 
„ 


Q. : Now look to the 25th October, 1793; ; was Mr. Tyoke : 
| preſent on that day? | 


A. Yes, Sir. | 
. Do you obſerve Mr. gd 3 a letter 40 Mr. 
Skirving, to the ſecretary of the London n Bo- 
ciety ? 
92 Ves, 1 
Q. Was that letter read? 
A. Yes, I ſuppoſe ſo. | 
Q. Now, Sir, look to the kw of the 28th of Odtober, 
EF je os may proceed now to the 6th of December, 1793? | 
I have it, Sir. Cn 
2. u Sir, inform me, whether Mr. Tooke was preſent 5 
on that day ? 2 
„ . appears by the book, he was. : 15 
. Was there a reſolution, That the general ening 
ſhould be held, for the ann: or Er es the letter of 52 15 
3 05 
Ves, Sir. 
Is there a a & That a committee doe be 1 5 
8 to correſpond with Mr. Sinclair ? 73 9 
A. Ves, Sir. | 


7 . © (35s 2 5 : G Was | 


"nab: Wd: THE: TRIAL) er 


2 Were thoſe reſolutidns come to? | N eG 
A. Ves, Sir. . : "hap 
See who was preſent on the 28th of "March, 17947 was was 
Mr. Tooke there? 
A. * = 
onne 
2 Ves, n 
8 
1 i 5 5 
Ves, * | Fo. 
. Do you remember a tion to enter a letter, "Err 
T. Hardy, upon whe books of the ls beginning, i 
zens“? | 
A. Ves, Sir; it appears here that it is entered. 
Q. Now, Sir, was you preſent at the mecting of the 195 of 
April, 17945 


es, Sir. 
Was Mr. Fooke preſent there, Sir ? 
Yes, he appears in oy book ſo. 
Mr. Bonney ? 
Wes, pn, 
Mr. Joyce ? 
Yes, Sr. 
Mr. Hardy? 
Ves, Sir. | t 
Mr. Kyd? | 
Yes, Sir. 
Mr. Baxter? | 
Wes, Sir. 75 
Did the reſolutions paſs that are . upon the bobks, as 
upon that da 
A. 1 ſhould have 1 no At of it, Sir, as far as I know from 
the book; I do not recolle&. 
Q. Upon the gth May, 1794s was Mr. Tooks preſent : 
A. Yes, Sir. 
2. Do you ſee this entry, Read a pamphlet, containing 
certain proceedings of che London e eee Society, and 
of this ſociety” ? | | | 
oe” Ves, Or. 
. Did that paſs? 9 8 5 wal 
A. Yes, I 3 45 1 : 5 
i Mr. Tooke. 1 have but one or two queſtions to aſk you ; on 
the 24th of January, 1794, there is an entry, that the London 
Correſponding Ad refs ; hould be ER" in the books of the 
ſociety? _ ah, 


M. Tris northe 24th | 1 . Oo Then 


BASS! 


FIL> 


EO ABASASRORONGN; 


cellent addr as that addreſs ever entered. 

A. Not the addreſs of the London . * 

. Is it inſertedꝰ? 

A. No, it is not. 

Q. You have been A ee on 1 wy April, x —— 
the ty cn to that reſolution, to which you ſay, yes—T 
deſire to know, whether you underſtood, when you ſaid they 
came to the reſolution, what was meant by the word ſociety— 
When the ſociety was ſpoken of, can you explain who were 
the perſons meant by the word ſociety ? 4 
A. I cannot. ä i 

Q. Then 
perſons, but on't know who? _ 

A. Certainly not. 


2. Then there is a great deal of intelligence gained by i it.— | 


You have been aſked many queſtions about the names of thoſe 
who propoſed certain e kee of the ſociety; did you, or not, 
know that in the year 1790, 1 was a cand date to TRE: the 
city of Weſtminſter ? | 

Yes; Sir: ©: 

L. I ſuppoſe you know, that many DNS? = might propoſe to 
me to become members of that ſociety. ? 

A. I don't know, it might be ſo. 7 
2. You have been aiked, whether aten was preſent 
in that ſociety? 

gy £2: Cf. Þ Gr: E 

2. Lou have ſaid hs: was not a member ? 5 

A. Yes, I have. | 
Li. But it was ſaid he was a viſitor ? | . BBY 
Tes, Sir. i 
Q. He often dined at the dinner club, as other baue 


= Yes, Sir. 

J. I aſk this, becauſe he is too good a a man to 3 gandered 
without foundation — Vou was juſt now aſked, whether I did 
not appear to have been preſent upon the 25th of October, 1793. 
. when a reſolution was paſſed relative to delegates; you anſwer 
yes, it does appear by the books that L was; but you forget what 

2 before recollected, that though I appeared 17 to 
| be preſent, I was not there—there was ſome ſtrong circumſtance 
happened, that will lead you to recollect? 
A. That one circumſtance certainly is, mat you \ was not 
_ epreſent. 


* 


Mr. Erſkine. | It was ata ſpecial extraordinary meeting, for EY 


ay * 0 


tment of . 


* 


Jonw Honne: TOORE. | . | 7 rg = 
* Then me e's „ perhaps—It begin 80 That the moſt Ex- 


pen you 4 che ſociety, your mean to fag ſome f 
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Mt. Amorney Gentral. Do you mean to ſay, he was not pre- 
ſient any part of the evening 
A No, Sir, certainly not. N 

Lord Prefident. It will be proper to mention, it ſeems to me, 
1 the purpoſe of this examination has been to ſhew, that thefe 
were tranſactions of a ſet of people, who called themſelves the 
| Society of Conſtitutional Information, aſſiſted ſometimes by 
obne ſet of people, and ſometimes another. They have not read 
them to mark the contents, but in order to intitle them to read 
them, if it is neceſſary to go into the examination. 9 
— _( Read bythe Clerk of the Court.) . 
« At a meeting held at the ſecretary's, Tooke's Court, Chan- 
+2 ©. cery-lane, Friday, 23d March, 191111 
„ Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be given to 
Mr. Thomas Paine, for his moſt maſterly book, rele, The 
Rights of Man, in which not only the malevolent ſophiſtries 
of hireling ſcribblers are detected and expoſed to merited ridi- 
eule, but many of the moſt important and and beneficial political 

_ truths are ſtated, ſo irreſiſtibly convincing, as to promiſe the 
acceleration of that not very diſtant period, when uſurping 
borough-ſellers, and profligate borough-buyers, ſhall be deprived 
of what they impudently dare to call their property—the choice 


| of the repreſentatives of the people. e SER 
The Conſtitutional Society cannot help expreſſing their 
. ſatisfaction, that ſo valuable a publication has proceeded from a 
member of that ſociety; and they ſincerely hope, that the peo- 
ple of England will give that attention to the ſubjects diſcuſſed 
in Mr. Paine's Treatiſe, which their manifeſt importance ſo 
juſtly deſerve. i ; 
> ___ _ Reſqlved, That the foregoing reſolutions, and all future 
5 Ee of this ſociety, be regularly tranſmitted by the ſecre- 
tary to all our Correſponding Conſtitutional Societies in England, 
Scotland, and France. e 
„ Refolved, That the above reſolutions be publiſhed in the 
At a meeting, 1ſt April, 1791, Reſolved, That the reſo- 
lutions of this ſociety, recominending Paine's book, The 
Rights of Man,” and publiſhed in ſeveral papers, be re-publiſhed 
in the following, viz. General Evening, Morning Poſt, World, 
Engliſn Chronicle, Sherborne, Locks, York, Briſtol, Not- 
tingham, and Birmingham.“ e N 
Tufo MASs CHAPMAN, ſ worin 
4 Mr. Garrow. Was you acquainted with Thomas Paine, the 
author of the Rights of Man? . 
3 Was, Sir. ol es 


i 


- 


2 
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Joh nenvz 2 rookr. „ 12% 5 


N. Be is hd as to look at this eue 350) i Fs > * 


had occaſion to ſhew you ſome nights ago, and 1 me e e ; 


you printed an: part o that Work 1 Mr. Paine? elk, 
A. I printed this book. - C 


Q. For Mr. Paine? e 5 $4 FRA] 
Ac. iS te ISS, 
Q. The Firſt Part of he Rights of Men! >, i 
E 78 7175 . 
Q. Had you any communication: with the author e os > that: 


ſuhject; ? e i 


A. L had. = BB 
{Read by #he Clerk of the Court 5 5 
« Rights of Men, being an anſwer to Mr. Burke” 8 „ on 
the enen Revolution 

(Page 56. ) * A conſtitution is not a thing in name only, but in 
fact. It has not an ideal, but a real exiſtence; and wherever it can- 


not be produced in a viſible form, there is none. A conſtitution is 
a thing antecedent to a government, and a government is only the 


creature of a conſtitution. The conſtitution of a country is not 


the act of its government, but of the people conſtituting a go- 


vernment. It is the body of elements, to which you can Nee 


and quote article by article; and which contains the principles 
on which the government ſhall be eſtabliſhed; the manner on 


which it ſhall be organized, the powers it ſhall have, the mode of 
elections, the durations of parliaments, or by What other name 


ſuch bodies may be called; the powers which the executive part, . 


of the government ſhall have ; and, in fine, every thing that re- 


lates to the complete organization of a civil government, and 


the princi les on which it ſhall act, and by Which it ſhall be 


bound. A conſtitution, therefore, i is, to a government, what the 


laws made afterwards by that government are to a court. of judi- 
cature. The court of judicature does not make the laws, nei- 
ther can it alter them; it only acts in conformity to the laws. 


made: and the . is in like manner governed by the 


conſtitution. 


Can then Mr. Burke bude ik Engliſh Conſtitution 7 ; | 


If he cannot, we may fairly conclude, that though it has been. 


fo much talked about, no ſuch thing as a conſtitution exiſts, r 


ever did exiſt, and ws wan =". that the people Sp! yet a 9 | 


tution to n. 


(P. 59.) A government on | the on which con- 


ſtitutional governments ariſing out of ſociety are eſtabliſned, 


cannot age he = of altering itſelf, If it had, it would bs y 
arbitrary. ight make itſelf what it pleaſed; and wherever 
T5, ſuch a OY ww VP; it "OW chere Is 0 conſtitution. The ack 
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years, ſhews there is no conſtitution in England. It might, by 
the ſelf-ſame authority, have fat any greater number of years, 
or for life. The bill which the preſent Mr. Pitt brought into 


parliament ſome years ago, to reform parliament, was on the 


ſame erroneous principle. | „„ 
„The right of reform is in the nation in its original character, 
and the conſtitutional method would de by a general convention 


elected for the purpoſe. There is, moreover, a paradox in the 


idea of vitiated bodies reforming themſelves.” | 


- 


(P. 161.) „The two modes of government which prevail 


in the world, are Firſt, Government by election and repreſen- 


ration: Secondly, Government by hereditary ſucceſſion. The 


former is generally known by the name of republic; and the 


latter by that of monarchy and ariſtocracy.” 


IP. 165.) From the Revolutions of America and F rance, 


and the ſymptoms that have appeared in other countries, it is evi- 


dent that the opinion of the world is changed with reſpect to 
ſyſtems of Government, and that revolutions are not within the 
compaſs of political calculations. The progreſs of time and cir- 


cumſtances, which men aſſign to the accompliſhment of great 


changes, is too mechanical to meaſure the force of the mind, and 


the rapidity, of reflections, by which revolutions are generated: 


All the old governments have received a ſhock from thoſe that 
already appear, and which are once more improbable, and are 


a greater ſubject of wonder than a general revolution in Europe 


would be nov. | 


„When we ſurvey the wretched condition of man under the 


| monarchical and hereditary- ſyſtems, of Government, dragged. 


from his home by one power, or driven by another, and im- 


poveriſhed more by taxes than by enemies, it becomes evident 


that thoſe ſyſtems are bad, and: that a general revolution in the 


principle and conſtruction of Governments is neceſſary. 


% What is government more than the management of affairs 
of a Nation? It is not, and from its nature cannot be, the pro- 
perty of any particular man or family; but of the whole com- 


munity, at whoſe expence it is ſupported ; and though by force 


or contrivance it has been uſurped into an inheritance, the uſur- 
Sovereignty; as a mat- 


e right 


+ 


; Jex. [OR? 1 
ap a of citizens; end 1 6 3 


member of the ſovereignty, and, as ſuch, can agknow 
perſonal ſubjection; and his obedience can'only be to de 1 i 
When men chink of what Government is, they mult ne- 


| ceſſarily ſuppoſe it to poſſeſs a knowledge of all the objects and 885 
matters upon which its authority is to be exerciſed. In this.view © 
of Government, the republican ſyſtem, as eſtabliſhed by Ame 


rica and France, operates to embrace the whole of a Nation? 
and the knowledge neceſſary to the intereſt of all the parts, 
is to be found in the center, which the parts by repreſentation 
form: But the old Governments are of a conſtruction that ex- 
cCludes knowledge as well as happineſs; Government by Monks, 


who know nothing of the worl beyond the w walls of a-Canvent, \ 


is as conſiſtent as government by 
„What were formerly called Revolutions, were Rebe 
than a change of 1 or an alteration of local circumſtances. 
They raſe nd fell like things of caurle, and had nothing in their 
_ exiſtence or their fate that cauldinfluencedeyond the ſpot that pro- 
duced them. But what wie now ſer in the world, from the Re- 
volutions of America and France, is a renovation of the natural 
order of things, a ſyſtem of principle as univerſal as trüth and 
the exiſtence of man, and . ava and political — 
| neſs and national proſperity. _ 
I. Men are barn and \akpays continue free. aud equal in reſet 
« of their rights. Civil Hen, there r, cen be Fade * 
. . blic utility. 


I. The end of all alien 8 1s the frefervation * 
\ 6 1 natural and imfareſerifitible e of #t _ ; and theſe rights 


are liberty, fir erty, ſecurity, and reſiſtance of .offireſſion. 
III. Ihe Nation is eſſentially the ſource * = all ſovereigity; nor 

can any INDIVIDUAL, ar ANY BoD of MEN, Be entitled to 

* any autharity which is not exfireſsly derived from ii. 
(P. 171.) As it is not difficult to perceive, from the's en- 


 lightened tate of mankind, that hereditary Governments are 


verging to their decline, and that Revolutions on the broad 


baſis of national ae a and government-by repreſentation; 2 


are making their way in Europe, it would be an act of wiſdom - 
to anticipate their approach, and produce Revolutions 25 reaſon 
and accommodation, rather than commit e to the b agen 
gn” "SEM 

IL (Read by the Clerk of the Court. 


« Ata meeting held at the Secretary's Hauſe, 4 1 a, - 
July, 1791; preſent, Mr. Froſt in tg n LE 9 F 
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BY 


A 5 0 fa. 4 teal a little has been + apa 1 ſuppolgy 


[5 Mr: Toke, My Lond) 1 — Wee ok cue hh Joys a 


deal of time, if you will give me leave; there is not one 
En vou have proved but I wall admit, I will admit all (if 


you will lay bolts me the papers) that I have written. I was | 


afraid ſome circumſtances would have come againſt me that 
were untrue.” I am ſuſpected to be a traitorę but there is nothing 


proved againſt me but what I will admit. If you will ſhew 


me the letters, I will fave yr the: trouble of proving them, by 
hiv ans, them. 
n Preſident. Is there any objeRtion t to reading this entry? 
Mr. Zooke. I will admit it. 
- + Lord Preſident. | I have repeatedly faid, I will not bind down 


| the Priſoner by his own admiſſions. 


Mr. Erfeine. - K I have no e to its beg read, d lune 


ap; 


+ Mr: Tocte. 1 beg pardon to fay, it eld be impollible, if 
the Jury were not attentive, to diſcover what is to $0 as evi- 
dence and what is not. I am fearful they may admit that which 


s no proof, to affect me; therefore, I wiſh not; Mr. Attorney 
and Solicitor General, to waſte hours and hours in proving 
that which am deſirous to admit, if it is my writing. 


Lord 22 4 5 N will be read but chat which is in 


1 proof. . | 1 


(Read by the Clerk of the Caurt. ) 


0 


60 At a meeting, 22d July, 1791, Reſolved, That the 1 


| bes tranſlation of an addreſs, communicated by the Reverend 


Doctor Towers, from the ſociety at N antz, be e on the 


| books of this ſociety.” 


The tranſlation entered.” Ws 4 1 NR (a). 
M.Iłr. Tooke. C. to Mr. Chafman. 
-Q Tknow, Mr. Chapman, you are a very religious man; that 
you often read the Bible—T detire you to tell me whether you. 
ave never met in that book, which you reverence ſo much, ex- 


preſſions that you would not uſe before your family? 


A. I don't know there are any parts of eee that I ava”. 


not at all times read to my family. 


. Do you not recollect expreſſions i in that beſt of all books, - 


chat you would not uſe to your wife and daughters] don't re- 
peat them, ganas 1 dare ſay che Bench and the A en re- 
collect them? | 


A. There are 3 of the Scriptire hich may be. coblidered 


by men, as indelicate ; but, in my idea, there is no part of the 


Word of God indelicate. I e not apply them in indifferent 
; gz Converſation. 3 


2. You are called upon to perde Mr. Paine! 8 e nüt 
| I ſhould not 
an uſe 


j 


* 


/ 


a ple God's: cl if I was to > fix upon! thoſe paſſages and not ; 


4 take, the other parts with them: 


4 Preſident. This is notia proper ſubject to examine. a 
wies to, though it may be fof obſer vation. 


Mr. 7ooke. I beg your Lordſhip to forgive me; I am notin 


the practice of examining witneſſes. 


Lord President. L mean to ſet you right, without making any . 


obſervations. 


Mr. Zooke. My Lots: I i OH young at the Bar, GE 1 ER 5 
pꝓeen but 40 years a ſtudent, and when 1 Tall come to the Bar of | 


will accept of your Lordſhip! s indulgence. 


Joux THoMP$ON, fwyorn. Examingd by Mr. Law. 
. What are you? | | . 
A. I am a police- officer. 
Q. Did you take thoſe payers (hafers flown Rs any where 
oa from what place? 
1 Fro rom Mr. Tooke' $ houſe, at Wimbledon. 55 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court. * W e 
8 1 Vide Ahfiendix (G). 3 
Mr. Niall. It is arri y me—1 admit the * 
Ilie ſaa her 1s Sober to Mr. Woodfall. F | 
Mr. . oodfall. That is Mr, Tooke's writing. 
Mr. Tooke. This is all mine; the other, I believe, is my 


* = 


daughter's. —The admiſſion of that paper may eaſily be taken, 

for it was long ago publiſhed in the newſpapers with my name: 

i Lord Preſident. If any thing ſhould turn upon the circum- . 
5 ſtance of its being publiſhed in the newſpapers, it — . be pro- 


per for you to take notice of it by and DYC: > DB. * 


Johx Tnonxren, wein. Examined by Mr. Rowan.” | 


L. What are you? 
A. I belong to the public office! Marlborough-ſireet. , 
Q. Where did you find that? {/hewwing a letter. ) £ 
A. In Mr. Tooke's houſe: 108 oo hn 
{Read by the Clerk of the Cont * 


| Addreſſed to John Horne Tooke, Eſq. ſigned T. Cooper, Ss 


Lever-Hall, near Bolton, Lancathure. 
6 Da SIR, 


6% The Mancheſter Confiiturtthal Society have: FOR 


me to abridge and re-publiſh my propoſitions on civil govern- 
| ment—dharpe, - I hear, is not in town Paine is in France, 
and I do not know of any friend of his, except yourſelf, to whom 
can ſend my th. 

indeed, I am at any rate deſirous. of your reading al 
W a Mg or - Wi friends, to whow 1 delivered it 


3 | 


abridgment, for his opinion; * EE” 
or 


e 


proſe. 5 


— 


N cen yet 1 ide you, n5.a end of Men and Ran, to take 
care chat Paine's reputation is not mangled' by mangling his 
dak; we are going on very Well here; out Conſtitutional So- 

ciety meets numerous, and Wh proper ſpirit, though every 

e effort is making by the ariſfocrats, which puts us under 
the the neceſny of vindicating our relolutions- Return Paine as 
can get it ont; and be kind enough to ſay, whether 
we _— print it ourſelves, or undertake to get a number printed 
at a prix not exceeding one ſhilling ? Whether Jordan would 
feel himſelf aggrieved by Johnſon pling ? hope your ad- 
dreſs to de cle electors. of Weſtminſter, and your account of the 
pp: 108 not 17 fill. When do you go to France ? x 
41 am, dear Sir, yours, &c. | £0 
| (Signeg) T. Sedan i 
p "Mr; Tooke. My Lord, are the lokers that are written to me, 
8 be produced againſt me? 
Tord Prefident. What is found in your poſſeſpon they are 
evidence as to the fact, and this will very much depend upon 
thoſe letters, and whether anſwers could be traced to them, and 
what is in them. A great number of letters, may be found in 
your poſſeſſion, but it will be open to this obſervation, which is 
always a very conſiderable one, that nothing appears to be done 
upon them; but all the papers found in the pos. of che man, 
are prima Facia evidence of it. 

Mr. Tooke. My Lord, my reaſon is, that I am very much 
afraid I may, beitde treaſon, be charged with blaſphemy I do 
fear it, as I keep thoſe curious letters; I never anſwer any 
letters, even thoſe of civility.— My Lord, I have ſeveral letters, 
which J received from a man, wherein he endeavoured to prove, 
{and perhaps they will be produced againſt me) from the Bible, 
be was God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 

and he did it in this way; his name was Oliver Verrall, and he 
figned his letters O. Verrall—ſays he, God is Overall, that is, 
Q Verrall, and Verral 1, Verral J. I am he.—If thoſe letters 
are produced againſt me, 1 don“ t know what will become of 
me. | 
Lord Prefident. If you can. eat all the evidence: brought 
againſt you. with as much ſucceſs as you have done that letter, 
you have little to fear, eren if that _ — be 9 
3 n Them ſewing hi h that 

r. Law, (40 On, LEWIN im a. aer. Is 
en marked by you 1 ng tht 

Mr. Tote. ha ſeveral 1 annoys of the fame pature.. 

4 It i is, Sir. 5 | 

4. At Mr. Took 8 cbs A at Windlela, _ 
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. by che Oleth of the c 
Dated Mancheſter, Auguſt 29, 1791; 
- Cooper ; and addreſſed JI. 
Buildings, Soho, London. V A ien (e): - 
Mr. Law. (To Mr. Moodfall, eving him a 
to that paper, and ſee if the interlineations are r. ee 
hand-writing ? | 


A. This paper was ſewn the on a late cveaſivit; is inter- 


lneations are very ae on the firſt page. The word * incapaci-", 
tate; the word © laws; in the ſecond page, the words and 


are Mr. Tooke' $ Writing, the other part is not. 


. yg 


Joux Sent ſworn. 


Mr. Bow. Be ſo good to look at that 1 {a fer en 
him) and tell us where you got it? 8 
3 TONE it at Mr. Hardy's houſe. : es te 


{Read by the Clerk of the Court. ) X 


3 A parliamentary reform is chat Which of all ot 8 
&c. Fe ide Afjpendix (4 JT: 0; ; 


— 


* 


(After which the following Pater was „ Nn DI 


« At a meeting, held gth March, 1592, at the eg "oy 
Jooke's Court, Chancery-lane; preſent, Richard Sharpe, Eſg. 


in the chair---Dr. Edwards, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Joyce, Mr. 


_ Hollis, Mr. Froſt, and Mr. J. H. Tooke; Joel Bark Eſq, au- 


de Toke, Tu 5 


E and four lines and a piece added to it, which 1 believe - - | 


' thor of Advice to the Privileged Orders, was propoſed as at 50. | 


norary member by Mr. Tooke, and ſeconded by Mr. Sharpe.” 
Mr. Bower. . (To Mr. Maclean.) Where d * that 
paper? (/hewing him à ſiaſier.) 
A. J found that in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Ae. 2 
Mr. Attorney General. Tt is the letter that contains the cofoty- | 
tions from Sheffield It is relative to the Conſtitutional Society at 


Sheffield, which is found in the hands of the ſecretary to dhe 


Conſtitutional Society,” in London, the Priſoner being a mem 
ber of that Conſtitutianal Society. Mr. Adams has been fecre- 
bh for 7 years, and it was found in his cuftody. © 
Mr. E ine. I ſhall certainly object to it. 5 
Lord Preſident. It is very clear, you muſt go funde tobe 


PE - all this than by the evidence ff Mr. Adams. This is 
a caſe in which the papers are found in the poſſefſion of "8 5 


Adams That fact is proved, it has been proved by Mr. Adan 
who is ſecretary; it has been proved, that he was "Es evety' 
week, Took. the * 2792, down to this time, ir has 3 
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. peed alſo, with a few exceptions, that Mr. Tooke was pre- 
m ery night of meeting n 
M. &r/&me. If this is to be Rall inſiſted upon, I ſhall uſner 
myſelf in with the ſame apology I made before; namely, that 9 
=» my client conſiders it may prejudice the other priſoners. I do 

+ © profeſs once more, I coneeive it to be tot ly immaterial to me 
or my client whether this is read or no. ; 1 858 


Mr. Aterney General. I did not ſtate any opinion of mine 

upon what is the effect of the paper; I have ſtated the princi- 

ples upon which I thought it might be introduced. I have no 
right to addreſs the Court as to tlie effect, but I may ſtate the 
ground upon which I introduce it. e et: 


= : Mr. Erſkine. It is not very uſual juſt to fall in exactly with 
2 the idea of a perſon who makes the objeCtion.---Certainly I 
 , ' hayea right to ſtate why I make this objection; it is an obyec- / , 
| tion which can at once be cured, by calling Mr. Adams.—I 


apprehend it is not my fault I am ſtanding here, becauſe I un- 
+ derſtand your Lordſhips have determined this before, that is 
co fay, that this paper either contains ſomething that is to cri- 
1 minate the Pxiſoner at the bar, or the contrary; if it does not, 
it is not relevant to the cauſe, if it be matter ee to the cauſe, 
which it can only be by correſpondence with the Priſoner, T 
once more beg to refer your Lordſhips to the trial of Mr. Haſt- 
ings, as far as my argument went, and after I had taken the 
liberty of addreſſing the Court to that length, I ſhall trouble it 
but little now. —1 am ſaying, that to render it admiffible to be 
3 read, and I take it for granted Mr. Attorney General means to 
5 reag it, that if Jam capable of comprehending any thing, we . 
aare exactly in the ſame ſituation as we were before, wen! 
© contended it was neceſſary to call Mr. Adams, to ſay when he 
received this paper, Whether he has any reaſon to believe it was 
read at any meeting, and whether at any meeting where Mr. 
Tooke's name is in the book, then we have reaſon to believe 
Mr. Tooke was preſent, although in one inſtance, where the 
5 oyert act is charged upon this record, though his name appears 
to be there, it appears in point of fact, he was not preſent; 
then it may be either that he was preſent or that he was not.— 
The Attorney General has ſaid, that this letter is ſome how or- 
bother connected with ſome other paper of P Sheffield da „ 


4 . * 4 4 


where Mr: Tooke was not preſent. I don't admit what it is 
about, and Mr. Attorney cannot tell what it is about, non conſtat, 

the Jury thall not hear it, your Lordthips ſhall not hear it, no 
man ſhall hear it, whether it relates to Sheffield or any other 
* is made out by the ordinary courſe of law, appli- 


=; IQ 


place, u 25 
INS, cable 0 the criminal and civil juſtice, to be connected with the 
| Priſoner, I do feel it neceſſary to object to this for the defence 
8 1 „„ TT NO: 
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have to make. I am ſure the Annex eee not wiſh 


to introduce any thing thay is not, tri 


- who is ſecretary to the ſociety to which it is proved Mr. Tooke 


belonged - common reaſon tells one, that a third perfon, who is 
not proved to have ſeen the letter, or to have been preſent when 
it was received, or to have known it was in the cuſtody of Mr. 
Adams; I ſay, common reaſon and juſtice tells one that that 


third perſon ought not to be affected by the contents of that 


paper ſo found. Let us ſee whether the rules of law do not fal! 


in with that which common reaſon and juſtice requires; how 
can Mr. Tooke ultimately be affected by this paper, even admit-- 


ting that he knew the contents of it, and that he knew it waͤs 


in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. — Mr. Adams is here, he may 


be queſtioned by the Counſel for the Crown, whether Mr. 
Tooke did know this paper was in his poſſeſſion, and knew the 


contents of it; then can any man ſay that the ſimple production 


of this paper, found only in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams, is the 
beſt evidence that the nature of the caſe admits, for the purpoſe f 
of affecting Mr. Tooke with it. Can he be affected by this 
letter in any other mode than by ſhewing it was in the cuſtody- . 


of Mr. Adams, that Mr. Tooke knew of it, and acted upon it. 


Is the mere production of the paper ſo good evidence of that 


fat—is it ſo good evidence as the proof of Mr. Adams himſelf, 
who may affirm or deny the propoſition that Mr. Tooke did or 
not know this letter was or not in his cuſtody—not only the rules 


of reaſon and juſtice falls in with that, but I apprehend your 
Lordſhips have expreſsly ſettled that point in Warren Haſtings's. . 


caſe. My Lord, I might have been miſinformed upon that 
ſubject, but I underſtand the principle upon which your Lord- 


{hips decided that queſtion was this. The proſecutors meant to 
affect the Priſoner with the contents of that paper, but it wass 
obſerved by the Counſel for the defendant, that thoſe contents 


ſhould not be read until it was proved they did affect the Priſoner. 


I underſtand it was reſpecting a letter from the Munny Begum, 
found in Mr. Haſtings's own poſſeſſion, and if I am rightly 

informed, it was decided that, until the proſecutors had proved: 
that it came up to the knowledge of the Priſoner, it ought not 


to be read againſt him... although it might be admiſſible evidence 


« * 


evidence; it is very 
far from my purpoſe to ſay any thing of that ſort is attempted 
intentionally. I have no wiſh in the world, but to ſtate the fair, 
the ordinary, and impartial juſtice, and I impute the contrary to 
no man. © „„ DT og Sr ' 15 : 
Mr. Gibbs. My Lords, this letter, the contents. of which 
I know not, is offered in evidence, with a view to affect the 
Priſoner with the contents; and the ground upon which it is 
offered is this, that it is found in the cuſtody of Mr. Adams, 


when 


2 


— 


_ or THE TRIAL _, 


when that was proved their argument was, we will read the 
paper firſt, and then we will undertake to prove the contents 
_. known to Mr. Haſtings ; the Court ſaid, no, you ſhall not ſo 
._. prejudice the judges, and then afterwards tell us, you ſuppoſed 
you ſhould be able to do that which you cannot. It is ſo in this 
caſe—here is a letter produced, which 1s found in the cuſtody of 
Mr. Adams, and they wiſh to read this letter, merely becauſe it 
is found in the cuſtody of Mr. Adams, without ſhewing the 
Priſoner knew it was ſo—we. inſiſt they muſt firſt bring the 
contents home to the Priſoner, before they can read it to affect 
him—we inſiſt here, as the Counſel inſiſted upon the trial of 
Mr. Haſtings, as I before ſtated, that it is not the beſt evidence 
that the nature of the caſe admits of; and we ſubmit it cannot be 
admitted in evidence, until Mr. Adams ſpeaks upon his oath, 
whether or not it was in the knowledge of Mr. Toe. 
Mr. Erſkine. This letter is not directed to Mr. Adams in 
the character of ſecretary to the ſociety, but to Mr. Adams, 
Tooke's Court, Chancery-lane, without defiring him to lay it 
bees the „ Poa, 
Tord Prefident. My difficulty ariſes from the circumſtance 
of Mr. Adams having been preſent in Court, and having been 
examined to a great number of papers, and being able to give a 
more ſatisfactory account of the paper than the. Jury could 
otherwiſe have. To be ſure, the former determination of the 
day does not touch this caſe, becauſe that was a queſtion upon 
the evidence of the mere finding this book upon Mr. Adams, 
before any evidence was given of his having any connection 
with the ſociety. I was of opinion then, that it was not fit evi- 
_ dence to be let in, either as proof that they had any 1 to do 
with the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and ſtill leſs 
with the Priſoner. If the Attorney General inſiſts upon its going 
to the Jury upon the ſuppoſition of its affecting Mr. Tooke, it 
muſt go, and it will be upon the ground that the multitude of 
papers were admitted in the laſt caſe, and as they muſt neceſſarily _ 
be—there is a general conſpiracy charged on a great number of 
agents, and the acts of any one of thoſe agents become general 
evidence, to prove that which belongs to the Prifoner. . - 
Mr. Attorney General. My Lord, I do not with to preſs any 
thing too far,” but I don't think I am at liberty to ſacrifice the 
rules of law, it appears to me ſo. % wore = 
Lord Preſident. I thank you for calling us back to the rules 
Which have obtained. „ „ 
re 7 Read by ave „ 
Dated Sheffield, 14th May, -1792, ſigned Samuel Aſhton, ad- 
_ _ drefiedto Mr. Adams, Fook's Court, Chancery Lane, London. 
7 Sheffield Society for Conſtitutional Information. : i 
VVV . r 3 | 60 IR, 
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: I 5 $6 SIR, | # | 5 Mo 7 ets | - 
& It is now about four months ſince this Society firſt formed itſelf 
into a regular body, then but very few in number; the encloſed 


will inform you of their increaſe, and which is moſt probable will 
ſoon become very numerous, and not only tit large and frafulous 
town, but the whole neighbourhood for many miles round about, have 
an attentive eye upon us; ng of the towns and villages indeed 
are forming themſelves into fimilar aſſociations, and firiftly adhere 
to the mode of cofiying after us; you will eaſily conceive the ne- 
ceſſity for the leading members of this body to pay ſtrict attention 
to good order and regularity, and the need we have of confulting 
and communicating with thoſe who are ſincere friends and able 
advocates for the ſame cauſe; for theſe reaſons we took the li- 
berty of writing to Mr. Horne Tooke, that worthy friend and 
_ patriot for the rights of the people, informing him of our earneſt 
deſires of entering into a connection with the Society of the ſame 
denomination with ours in London: his very obliging and af- | 
fectionate anſwer favours us with your addreſs ; in conſequence 
we have taken the liberty herewith to tranſmit to you ſome re- 
ſolves which was paſſed at our laſt meetings by the whole body, 
and the Committee was charged with the diſpatch of printing and 
forwarding them to you accordingly, for the purpoſe of ſubmitting 
them to the conſideration of your Society, to make ſuch uſe of - 
them as they may think moſt prudent. © is 
« You will alſo notice the Belſiar addreſs ; they aiflied to us 
about two months ago for inſtructions as to our mode of conducting, 
&c. had not then formed themſelves into any regular aſſociation, 
Belpar is nearly thirty miles from this filace, in Derbyſhire, and 
eight or ten miles from Derby. | e 
If the ſociety for Conſtitutional Information in London 
ſhould vouchſafe ſo far to notice us, as to enter into a connection 
and correſpondence with us, it cannot fail of promoting honour 
and adding ſtrength to our feeble endeavours, and to the common 
cauſe, which is the entire motive we have in view. i 6s 
„ 11 220 
. With the greateſt reſpect and eſteem, 
JJ 8 VLuour ſincere Friend, 
1 5 By 2 of = Samuel Aſhton.” . 
May 14, 1792. 7 Committee, 5 ? 
We have taken the liberty of encloſing a parcel for Mr. 
in anſwer to a letter from him to this ſociety, requeſting ſome 
information concerning our method of conducting the buſineſs 
we are embarked in, &c. alſo informing; us there are in London 
a number of mechanics,  ſhop-keepers, &c. forming themſelves 
into a ſociety on the broad bafis-of the Rights of Man, You will 
be ſo obliging as to let the packet remain with you until he calls 


— 


for 


| 8 | 5 | | "0 
- THE TRIAL oF Þ „ 


for it, as by this poſt I have wrote him thereof. We have given 
dim our manner of 3 from our ſetting out to this 
- _ © time, and hope it may be of {ome uſe; the improvement we 
are about to adopt is certainly the beſt for managing large Bodies, 
as in great and frfuulous towns, viz. dividing them into ſmall bodies 
ar meetings of ten ſier ſons each, and theſe ten to afifroint a delegate : 
ten of theſe delegates form another meeting, and Jo on, delegating 
Frem one to the other, till at laſt they are reduced to a frofier num= 
Ber for conſtituting the Committee or Grand Council. Rr 
Pleaſe to forward the packet to Mr. ——— as ſoon as con- 
vemient.” CI EW Tan: . e 
Lord Prefident. We are come to a time of night, at which 
it is fit for the Court to come to ſome reſolutions with reſpect to 
its future proceedings. I obſerve the priſoner at the bar did early 
in the morning expreſsly object againſt any adjournment; it 
undoubtedly is a point in which he is materially intereſted, and 
in which the Court alſo is materially intereſted the Court is 
ready to hear any thing on either ſide, that can be thought fit to 
be offered to them upon the ſubject. 5 5 
Mr. Attorney General. I wiſh to put myſelf entirely upon 
the pleaſure and juſtice of the Court; the evidence on our ſide 


will conſume a great deal of time; I am ready to execute my 


duty in any way in which it ſhall be thought proper. ; 
Mr. Z7ooke. As far as relates to myſelf, I confeſs that what I - 
ſaid when I firſt entered the. Court, ſtill impreſſes my mind, not 
that it affects me, but I think the general law and practice of the 
land exceedingly concerned in what paſſes here; but at the ſame 
time the indulgence I have met with, induces me to leave it with 
the Court, who muſt be better able to judge of that which is fit 
for the ſubjects of this land than I am. I beg your Lordſhips 
to believe, I aſk that which you wiſhed me to have aſked ; being 
in this condition, I am confident you will not call upon a poor 
miſerable Priſoner for his conſent to that which he ought not to 
grant. I feel no apprehenſion of that kind, and I do repeat to 
the Court, I beg to aſk that which they would wiſh me. | 
Tord Prefident. Nothing can be more correct than the con- 
duct of the Priſoner at the bar. The ſubje& of adjournment 
has undergone a great deal of anxious conſideration ſince it was 
firſt ſtarted, and ſince we ſaw the great importance of the caſe. 
There can be no doubt that the general rule is, that in criminal - 
caſes there ought to be no adjournment, they ought to go on 
Without interruption, and particularly that the Jury ſhould not 
be ſeparated, and that there ſhould be no acceſs to them until 
they had given their verdict. I don't mean that it ever under- 
_ went a folemn conſideration before, except in the caſe of Lord 
Donoughmore; it was a difficulty there, whether that trial could 
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be adjourned, and what was to be done; on chat trial, the Judges 
of the common law who attended, were conſulted upon it, they 
delivered it as their opinion, that in the Courts below, the Jury 
when once charged, were not to be diſcharged till they had pro- 
nounced their verdict ; that they were not to ſeparate, and the 
cauſe was to go on without interruption ; they did not preſume 
to ſtate what the rule was in parliament, but referred to the gene- 
ral uſage in the caſes of common law, not reſpecting trials in 
criminal caſes only, but reſpecting all trials, taking it as a gene- 
ral principle, that the Jury, when once charged, could not fepa- 
rate till they had pronounced their verdict; and upon the autho- 
rity of that caſe, and upon the practice, it is undoubtedly eſta- 
bliſhed, there never ought to be an adjournment or-a ſeparation 
in any degree, if it can be avoided ; but there may ariſe a nece{- 
ſity ſo urgent, that all thoſe principles of juſtice which ori m__ 
demanded there ſhould be no adjournment, would loudly ca 
for it; becauſe the true principles upon which it is required 
there ſhould be no adjournment, is for the ſatisfaction of juſtice, 
and to be quite ſure that juſtice will be done both to the Crown — 
and to the Priſoner ; that there may be no improper influence 
upon the minds of thoſe who are in any manner to take part in 
the deciſion ofthe cauſe ; that is the general ground upon which 
the rule is eſtabliſhed; but here a caſe ariſes, in which it is ma- 
niteſt that if the cauſe goes on without interruption or adjourn- 
ment, it is utterly impoffible that juſtice ſhould be done —if it is 
likely to go to a length which will exhauſt the human faculties, 
let them be ever ſo ſtrong, it is neceſſary an adjournment 
| ſhould be had; it is impoſſible the Court or Jury l: ould com- 
prehend the caſe— what is it we ſhould be doing by going on 
we ſhould be delivering over the life and honour of every thing 
dear to the Priſoner, and the public juſtice of the country, to 
the accidental reſult of all that confuſion which, in ſuch a caſe, 
nwft ariſe in the minds of the Jury. pn 
There are many other conſiderations of extreme importance; 
what if one of the Jury ſhould be ſo diſabled as not to proceed? 
We have had an intimation, that the laſt trial conſumed 200 
hours; I know what it was, to ſuſtain the fatigues of thoſe 
eight days, with the ſmall intervals of reſt we had; but in my 
- own caſe, if I had been diſabled from attending, it would have 
been of ſmall conſideration, my lofs would have been eafily fup- 
plied ; but if it-had happened to one of the Jury. we muſt have 
had all the trial to go through again, after all the evidence had _ 
been cloſed, and after all thoſe appeals made to them by the 
Counſel on both fides—all thoſe evils may ariſe, it is our objet 
to guard againſt them, and it does appear to me the neceſſity is 
ſo well eſtabliſhed, and is of fo powerful a nature, as to con- 
i WS, 5 JJC 
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troul the general rule, and general practice; how urgent the 
gneceſſity is we have learnt from what did happen in the laſt 
cauſe, and from what we now ſee muſt happen in this. It 
appears to me it is impoſſible to go through the cauſe with juſ- 
tice to the public and to the FN without manifeſt hazard 
to the Priſoner, and the ends of juſtice; thoſe reaſons oblige 
us to direct an adjournment, and to go on as diligently as we 
can, with ſome reaſonable time for reſt. I will not put it to 
the Priſoner to aſk any thing; my opinion is, the Court is 
bound to take upon itſelf all the re 33 that belongs to 
directing an adjournment, and that the Court ſhould do it, taking 
the conſequences, whatever they ſhall be. | IX 
Lord Chief Baron. Since the time we met here, I haye 
conſidered in my own mind very much the ſubject of adjourn- 
ment, and when we come to conſider what is the rule, it will 
| reſolve itſelf into this, that the Jury ſhall not go out of Court 
: during a trial, and the reaſon is, that they ſhall be inacceſſible; 
that is the ground which has been acted upon, but if the Court 
is forced by phyſical neceſſity to break in upon that rule, it does 
| not ſeem to me the principle of law is materially infringed 
_ ; upon. If the Jury are inacceſſible, it ſeems to me the Court 
is juſtified in'deviating from the general rule in caſes of neceſſity, 
; taking care the Jury are kept from any communication.—W as 
the Priſoner's caſe to come on, I confeſs myſelf for one to be 
utterly incapable to do my duty towards him ; I think his inte- 
'reſt eflentially concerned, and the rather, becauſe his caſe comes 
after that * the Crown, when both the Bench and the Jury 
are exhauſted. I think he would come with peculiar diſadvan- 
tage if no adjournment was made. Upon theſe obſervations, 
| which have weighed much with me, it ſeems to me the 
_ - Priſoner ſhould have no concern in the matter, but that he 
ſhould leave the conſequences, if any, to the Court. 
Mr. Tooke. In order, my Lords, to be here to-day: at eight 
- - o'clock, I was compelled to get up between three and four, and 
; it will be the caſe every day I have to meet your Lordſhips; 
from my diſorder, I muſt be up four or five hours before I can 
2 A. e . 5 
. Lord Prefident. What I propoſed was to meet at nine o'clock 
in the morning, and to fit till nine at night, punctually, with an 
interval of one quarter of an hour only. - | | 5 
Mr. Toke. Whatever the Court pleaſee. 5 
Lord Pre/ident. Mr. Tooke, we will not preſs you too early, 
if you are not quite ready the Court will wait for you. 
Adjourned to Nine o'clock in the morning. 


[ End of the Firſt, Day. 
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The Court met at at Nine o'clock, purſuant to adjournment. | 
PRESENT, 0 8 0 
THE LORD PRESIDENT ; 


Tur LorD ChiEr Baron, | Ms. Baron HoTHaAM, 
Ms. JusTiIcE GRosE, MR. JusTICE LAWRENCE. 


THoMAs MACLEAN ſworn, examined by Mr. Bowes. 
L. Look at that paper, (a fiaſier fhewn him) and ſay where 
on foul e 2 e 
A. I found this in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. 
{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


Dated Sheffield, 14th March, 1792 ; ſigned Samuel Aſhton, 
and directed to the ſecretary of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information. Eg „„ | 

« (JENTLEMEN, ES | MES 
«© The ſociety, feeling as they do the grievous effects af the 
preſent corrupt ſtate defects, and the abuſe of our country, the 
great and heavy oppreſſion which the common maſs of the 


people labour under, as the natural conſequence. of that corrup- © 


tion; and, at the ſame time, being ſenſible, to a degree of cer- 
tainty, that the public minds and general ſentiments of the peo- 
ple are determined to obtain A RADICAL REFORM OF 
THE COUNTRY, as foon as frudence and diſcretion will 
permit, believes it their duty to make uſe of every prudent means, 
as far as their ahilities can be extended, to obtain fo ſalutary and 
deſirable an object, as a thorough reformation 7 our country, 


eſtabliſied uhon that ſyſtem which is conſiſtent with the Rights W-- + 


Man. For theſe reaſons, with great deference and ſubmiſſion 
to the members of the Society for Conſtitutional Information in 
London, we beg leave to requeſt that they will be pleaſed to 
admit the perſons of the following names annexed hereto, as 


members of their ſociety (they being our friends, and members 


of our ſociety) in order that a cloſe connection may be formed, 
and ua regular communication maintained, between the two 


bodies ; that being thus ſtrengthened, this ſociety may be better 1 


enabled to govern itſelf with more bea and to render 
aſſiſtance to their fellow- citizens in this neighbourhood, and in 
parts more remote; that they, in their turn, may extend uſeful 


knowledge ſtill further, from town to village, and from village to 3 


town, until the whole nation be ſufficiently enlightened, and united in 


©, 8 


moſt excellent works of Mr. Thomas Paine finds reſidence. 


try,” which alſo ſtood originally 
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the ſame cauſe, which cannot fail of FREE the caſe lover the 


( 


“J am, Gentlemen, 
| 0 Your moſt reſpectful and ſincere Friend, 


92 Sheffield, 5 By de | Samuel 3 | 


March 14, [+ Committee, 


=» Ay for this Socie 
Names of the twelve hon of the Society for En 


Information in Sheffield, requeſted to be entered as members of 
the ſociety of the ſame denomination in London. 3 


John Pain, of New Hill, Robert Hudfield, 

Joſeph Gales, | John Harriſon, 

Toſeph Smith, Joſeph Lee, 
David Martin, enjamin Day, i 
Matthew Dodſworth, — 

James Hors field. 


Q. (To Mr. Waedfall,  fhhewing him 'a far. +; Look at FOE 5 


| ew that are interlined, you ſee the word “ government” 


ſtruck out, and the word © country ” inſerted ? 
A. 1 1 in the firſt page, the word government is ſtruck 


out and ſo obliterated as not Na to be ſeen, and the word 


country“ is inſerted. 

Q. Is that Mr. Horne Tooke's hand-writing 2 

It 1s.” - 

Mr. Trobe. It is certainly mine. „ 

Lord Pręſident. What are the alterations? : 

A. The word country is inſerted in Mr. Tooke's writing, 
inſtead of what was originally there—it was in two places, A 
radical reform of the country,” inſtead of A radical reform of 
the government,” as it ſtood before. The next is, ſo ſalutary 
and deſirable an object, as a thorough reformation of our coun- 

eee 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) NG 

«Ata meeting held at the ſecretary's, Tooke's Came Chan- 
cery-lane, Friday, 16th March, 1792,—preſent, J. H. Tooke, 
Eſq. in the chair —Mr. Paine, Mr Hull, Mr. Adams, Mr. 
Sharpe, Mr. Froſt, Capt. Tooke Harwood, Mr. Amherſt, 


and the Rev. Dr. Towers : 


„James Mackintoſh and Joel Barlow, Efqrs. were unani- 


on elected honorary members. 


rdered, That the ſecretary do inform Joel FP dt Eſq. 


175 that he has been elected this day an honorary member of this 


Geer 
- © That the chairman of the ates for Conſtitutional Infor- 
ation, eſtabliſhed at Mancheſter, having communicated to this 


ciety their reſolutions of thanks to Lomas Paine, for the 
. 5 e By publication 


? 


JOHN HORNE .TOOKE. : „ 


publication of his © Second part of the Rights of Man, com- 


bining principle and practice.“ F 
© BulFs Head Inn, Mancheſter, 13th March, 1791. 
At a meeting of the Mancheſter Conſtitutional Society, 


held this day, it was unanimouſly reſolved, That the thanks of 


this ſociety are due to Mr. Thomas Paine, for the publication 


of his Second part of the Rights of Man, combining principle 
and practice, a work of the higheſt importance to every nation 


under Heaven, particularly to this, as containing excellent and 
practicable plans for an immediate and conſiderable reduction of 
the public expenditure : for the prevention of wars; for the 
extenſion of our manufactures and commerce; for the education 
of the young ; for the comfortable ſupport of the aged; for the 


better maintenance of the poor of every deſcription; and, 8 5 
1 


for leſſening GREATLY, and WITHOUT DELA 
the enormous load of taxes under which this country at preſent 
labours. 35 | ; 2 
That this ſociety congratulate their country at large on the 
influence which Mr. Paine's publications appear to have had in 
procuring the repeal of ſome oppreſſive taxes in the preſent 


ſeſſion of Parliament; and they hope that this adoption of a 
ſmall part of Mr. Paine's ideas will be followed by the moſt fire- 


nuous exertions to accompliſh a comſilete reform in the fireſent inade- 
quate flate of the rehreſentation oF 

great plans of public benefit, which aine has ſo powerfully 

recommended, will be ſpeedily carried into effect. | 

| (Signed) Thomas Walker, Preſident. 

Samuel Jackſon, Secretary. 


60 Ordered, That the ſecretary return to the chairman of the 


ſociety at Mancheſter, the thanks of this ſociety, for his com- 


- munication ; at the ſame time aſſuring him, that this ſociety does 


heartily concur in the above reſolution. _ 

« Reſolved, That the above reſolutions be publiſhed twice in 
the papers—the Times, Poſt, Chronicle, World, Engliſh Chro- 
nicle, and General Evening, and ſigned by the chairman.“ 


Mr. Bower. My Lord, I was going to ſhew his hand-writ- 5 


ing, and there was 2 miſtake in the date, but the Court will fee 


the minutes are in Mr. Tooke's hand-writing.—Does Mr. Tooke 


appear to be preſent? a 
Clerk of the Arraigns. (Reads) „ Preſent, J. H. Tooke in 


the chair.“ 


Mr. Bower. I believe it is all in the hand-writing of Mr. 


Tooke, but wants identification. ; 
Mr. T7ooke: It is all my hand-wniting. 


them. 


7 5 


the heohle ; and that the other 
Mc. 


Mr. Bower. I don't know whether it is neceſſary to read 3 
% 8 | | & Lerd- A 


< 
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Lord Prof dent. If they have a copy to compare ip ſhould 


be read. 
( Read by the Clerk of the Cond, * 
8 Society Joe Conſtitutional Information, in Tooke's Court, 
| Chancery Lane, Friday, March 17, 1792. 

'* Ordered, That the ſecretary do inform James Mackintoſh, 
Eſq. author of Vindicæ Gallice, that he is elected a member of - 
this ſociety. 

„ Ordered, That the ſecretary do inform Joel Burkow: Eſq. 
author of Privileged Orders, that he has been this day N | 
an honorary member. 

(Signed) « ToHN Bonne Tookx, Chairman.” 

Mr. Bower. Now read the minutes of the Conſtitutional 
Society of March 23, 1792. 

Q. (to Mr. peel, Meuuing him a laaſier. Do you know 
_ that hand-writing ? 

A. It was the paper I proved laſt night. „„ do 

L. It was not read? | "4 4 

1 5 Py 

Mr. Bower. There are ſome alterations and correction in 
the hand-writing of the priſoner. 

Read by the Clerk of the Court. FO SD 
« At a meeting held at the Secretary's Houſe, Tooke's Court, 
Chancery Lane, Friday, 23d March, 1792. RN 

„ Preſent, Capt. William Tooke Harwood, in the chair ; 
Mr. Tooke, Mr. Buſh, Mr. Aſpinal, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Adams 
Dr. Evans, Mr. A. Buſh, Mr. Sharpe, and Mr. Lloyd 

< Reſolved, That the following be publiſhed in t hes Morn- 
ing Chronicle, World, Poſt, Times, Argus, Engliſh Chronicle, 
and General Eveni | 

Lord Preſident. ; 5 you read that from the book ? 

Mr. Bower. I was going to deſire the officer to ſay when 
he comes to the parts altered in the priſoner's hand. 

Tord Prefident. Does the paper contain the whole of that 
_ reſolution, or only ſome particular part. Is the minutes of ſome 

reſolutions entered on the book offered, or are thoſe the reſo- 
lutions themſelves? _ EN 
Mr. Attorney General. The printed paper has an introduc. 

. tion in the hand-writing of Mr. Tooke, and there is annexed 
2 printed paper, which has another reſolution in the hams 

writing of Mr. Tooke. 6-1 
Mr. Gibbs. I believe it was not found ne 4 90 
Mr. Bower. Yes, it was; laſt night it was wafered to the 
1 ah broke off in giving it to — wimels. 5 


(Read 


17 85 
4 by 7 


Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 8 
Society for Conſtitutional Information, London, March 23d, 
„„ 1792. Ws a 


22M This ſociety having received the following and other com- - 
munications from Sheffield; viz. . | : —_ 
. 4 Sheffield. 1 232335 
Society for Conſtitutional Information {that is printed) 
I14 March, 1792.] {that is in oriting.) 


4% This ſociety, compoſed chiefly of the manufacturers f 


Sheffield, began about four months ago, and is already increaſed 
to nearly I WO THOUSAND MEMBERS, and 1s daily 
. increaſing, excluſive of the adjacent towns and villages, who 
are forming themſelves into fimilar ſocieties. | | 
„ Conſidering, as we do, that the want of knowledge and 
information in the general maſs of the people has expoſed them 
to numberleſs impoſitions and abuſes, the exertions of this ſoci- 
ety are directed to the acquirement of uſeful knowledge, and to 
ſpread the ſame as far as our endeavours and abilities can ex- 
Wb˖WMe declare that we have derived more true knowledge from 
the two works of Mr. Thomas Paine, intituled, Rights of 
Man,” part the firſt and ſecond, than from any other author or 
ſubject. The practice as well as the firinciſile of government is 
laid down in thoſe works, in a manner fo clear, and irreſiſtibly 
convincing, that this ſociety do hereby reſolve to give their thanks” 
to Mr. Paine for his two ſaid publications, intituled, Rights 
of Man,” parts firſt and ſecond. Alſo, _ 8 
KReſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this ſociety be 
iven to Mr. Paine, for the affectionate concern he has ſhewn 
in his ſecond work in behalf of the poor, the infant, and the 


aged; who, notwithſtanding the opulence which bleſſes other . 


parts of the community, are, by the grievous weight of taxes, 
rendered the miſerable victims of poverty and wretchedneſs. 
% Reſolved unanimouſly, That this ſociety, diſdaining to be 


conlidered either of a miniſterial or oppoſition party (names of _ 2 


which we are tired, having been ſo often deceived by both) do 
ardently recommend it to all their fellow citizens, into whoſe 
hands theſe reſolutions may come, to confer ſeriouſly and calmly 
with each other on the ſubject alluded to, and to manifeſt to the 
world, that the ſpirit of true liberty is a ſpirit of order; and that - 
to obtain juſtice it is conſiſtent that we be juſt ourſelves. wo. 
| % Reſolved unanimouſly, That theſe reſclutions be printed, 
and that a copy thereof be tranſmitted to the ſociety for Conſti- 
tutional Information in London; requeſting their approbation 
for twelve of our friends to be entered into their ſociety, for the 
1 1 purpoſe 
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purpoſe of chabliſhing a connection and a regular communica- 
tion with that, and all other ſimilar ſocieties in the kingdom. 
By order of the committee, 

| | (Signed) Davin MARTIN, Chairman.” 
i (This 4185 follows is all in writing.) 

{XC © Oiidered, That the ſecretary do return the thanks of this 
ſociety to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, eſtabliſhed 
at Sheffield; and that he expreſs to- them with what friendſhip 
and affection this ſociety embraces them as brothers and fellow. 
labourers in the ſame cauſe. That he do aſſure them of our 
intire concurrence with their opinion, viz. That the people of 
this country are not, as Mr. Burke terms them, ſwine but rational 
beings, better qualified to ſeparate truth from error than him- 
ſelf, poſſeſſing more honeſty, and leſs craft. 

66 Refolves That this ſociety will, on Friday next, March 
31ſt, ballot for the twelve aſſociated members recommended by 
the Sheffield mee e and approved at this meeting. 
(Signed) Wm. TookE HARwOOPD, Chairman.“ 

Mr. Vb Look at the minutes of the goth March. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court. | 

At a meeting held at the Secretary | rn No. 4, Tooks! 8 
Court, Chancery-lane; preſent, Major Cartwright in the chair, 
Mr. Butler, Mr. Tooke, Mr. Buſh, Captain Tooke Harwood, 
Mr. Tuffin, Mr. A. Buſh, and Mr. Hull.” 

Mr. Bower. You need not read the names of the twelve 
gendlemen to be admitted. 

Read by the Clerk of the 93 TY 

„ Ordered, That the ſecretary do inform the Society for Con- 

ſtitutional Information at Sheffield, of the election of twelve 
of their members as aſſociated members of this Socie | 

+ Read a letter, with encloſed reſolutions from homes 
Hardy, ſecretary to the Correſponding Society, London. 

„ Ordered, That the 8 do acknowledge the receipt of 
the ſaid papers. | 
__ * Ordered, That the above reſolutions of the ſaid ſociety be 
publiſhed in che papers.“ 

London Correſponding Society. 

% Reſolyed, That every individual has a right to ſhaze in the 
government of that ſociety of which he is a member, unleſs 1 in- 
cCapacitated. | 

20 Reſolved, That nothing but non-age, a privation bf teaſon, 
8 an offence againſt the e rules of ſociety, can intayacitate 

im. 
„ Reſolved, That it is no leſs the right than the duty of 
every citizen to keep a watchful eye on the government o his 
Senne t chat the laws y _— moped do not degenerate 
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into e and that thioſe who are truſted with the go- 
vernment do not ſubſtitute private intereſt for public advantage. 

„ Reſolved, That the people of Great Britain are not pro- 
perly repreſented i in Parliament. 

_ * Reſolved, That in conſequence of a 1 unequal, and 
inadequate repreſentation, together with the corrupt method in 
which repreſentatives are elected, oppreſſive taxes, unjuſt laws, 
Jar oma of liberty, and waſting the public money, have 
enſue | 
oj 1 That the * remedy to thoſe evils is a fair and 
impartial repreſentation of the people in Parliament. 
_ «. Refolved, That a fair and impartial repreſentation can ne- 
ver take place until partial privileges are aboliſhed; and the 
{trong temptations held out to electors affords a preſumptive proof 
that the repreſentatives of this country ſeldom procure a ſeat in 
Parliament from the unbought ſuffrages of a free people. | 

+ Reſolved, That this ſociety do expreſs their abhorrence of 
tumult and violence; ; and that, as they aim at Reform (not 
_ anarchy) reaſon, firmneſs, and unanimity be the only arms the 
. employ, or perſuade their fellow citizens to exert, againſt abuſe 
of power. 

« Ordered, That the ſecretary of this ſociety do communicate 
the aforegoing to the Societies for Conſtitutional Information 
cſtabliſhed i in London, Mancheſter, and Sheffield. 

66 By order of the Committee, 
(Signed) „ T. HARD, Secretary.” 

2. (79 Mr. medal. "ons him a flaſeer. / Tellme if at 
paper is in Mr. Tooke's hand-writing ? | 

A. The whole of the paper is not. | 

Q. Look at thoſe words, Thomas Hardy, Secretary,” and 
tell me whoſe hand-writing they are? 

A. Mr. Tooke's. 

Mr. Attorney General. T ſhall call Muclean to prove he found, in 
the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams, the rough draft of theſe reſolutions, 

here ſtated to be ſent to the London Correſponding 1 
and the rough draft, ſigned T. N e is found to 
Mr. Tooke's writing. 

Mr. Tooke. It certainly is my writing, but will you not, 
prove who ſigned John Cartwright at the bottom of the other. 
Mr. Attorney General. Q. {To Maclean. ) Where did you find 
that? //ewing him a er. 

A. Found k in a. ofen of Mr. Adams, 

Read by the Clerk of the Court. ) 

« Reſolved, That the Secretary of this Society do expreſs to 
the Correſponding Society, the extreme ſatisfaction which we 
have received by we above communication; and to aſſure om. 

: e 
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of our deſire to continue to correſpond and co-operate with + 
them for the purpoſe of obtaining a fair repreſentation of the _ 
people in Parliament. e : 5 | 
« Reſolved, That the anniverſary dinner of this ſociety be 
held, on Friday the 13th April, at the London Tavern, Biſhopſ- 
gate- ſtreet. . | NN | 


(Signed) © Joun CARTWRIGHT, Chairman.” 
Q. 7 Mr. Maclean. Where did you find that letter? ¶ Hero- 
ing him à fafier.) «. _ | 8 os | 

A. That I found alſo in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. 
Q. (To Mr. Wodfall.) Whoſe hand-writing is that? 
A. This I believe to be Mr. Tooke's. 
3 Mr. Teote. That is all my writing. TE Lf 
| ; (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
cc SIR, | $8 | No date. 


« I am directed by the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, and to expreſs io 
vou the very great pleaſure and ſatisfaction which they received 
from your communication—the ſociety have unanimoully elected 
(here follows the names of the fierſons elected) as aſſociated hono- 
rary members of this ſociety, and we flatter ourſelves, that when- 
ever any buſineſs or other occaſions ſhall lead _w_ of thoſe gen- 
tlemen to London, they will be kind enough to honour the ſo- 
_ ciety by their preſence, and give us an oppertunity of cementing 
that friendſhip between us, which all zealous friends of public 
freedom and happineſs of mankind ought to feel and expreſs for 
ear other. (Signed) D. Apans. 
P. S. I am deſired by Mr. Home Tooke, to requeſt you 
will furniſh each honorary member with the books that accom- 
pany this letter.” 1 PET. 
6 


t a meeting held at the Secretary's Houſe, Tooke's Court, 
Chancery Lane, London, Friday, 20th April, 1792. 
A declaration from a ſociety in eee was read, and 
a motion made, that the ſame ſhould lie on the table till F riday 
next, which paſſed in the negative. A motion was then made, 
that the ſaid paper be now read a ſecond time, in order for pub- 
lication, which paſſed in the affirmative, and that the following. 
reſolutions be publiſhed. IT 5 1 
„ Reſolved, That the thanks of the Society be given to the 
Southwark Society, for the following communication, and that 
it be publiſhed in the papers. V „„ 
At a meeting at the Three Tuns Tavern, Southwark, April 
F Iqth, 1992. Samuel Favel in the chair. | 
' * Reſolved, That we do now form ourſelves into a Society 
for the diffuſion of political knowledge. | * 
* 59 5 | * 85 „KReſolved, 


JOHN HORNE TOOXE. | 143 


* Reſolved, That the ſociety be denominated the F riends of 
the People. 
Ks 1 That che following be the declaration of this 
ie 79 
| «2 | . from Declaration.  * 5 
„ Conſidering that ignorance, forgetfulneſs, or contempt | 
of the rights of men, are the ſole Foes 0 of public grievances, 
and the corruption of government, this ſociety, formed for the 
purpoſe of inveſtigating and aſierting thoſe rights, and of unit- 
ing our efforts with others of our fellow citizens for correcting 
national abuſes, and reſtraining unneceſſary ang exhorbitant tax- 
ation, do hereby declare 
“ Iſt, That the great end of civil boeiety is . hap- : 
pineſs. 
„ adly, That no form of government is good any further than 
it ſecures that object. 
“ 3dly, That al civil and political authority is derived from 
the people. | 
« zthly, That equal active citizenſhip is the unalienable 
right of all men; minors, criminals, and inſane perſons ex- 
cepted. | 
ict Sthly, That the exerciſe of that right, in appointing an 
adequate repreſentative Government, is the wiſeſt device of 
human policy, and the only ſecurity of national apes. 
Further Extratt from the ſame Pajie 
We call upon our fellow citizens, of all 3 to in- 
ſtitute ſimilar ſocieties for the ſame great frurfioſe ; and we recom- 
mend a general correſhondence with each other, and with the So- 
ciety for Conſtitutionl Information at London, as the beſt means of 
cementing the common union, and of directing with greater energy ous 
. efforts to tie ſame common objects. 
| INE By order of the Committee, 
| | (Signed) « A. C. Rss... 
be: At: a 8 held at che Secretary s houſe, Tooke's Court, 

Chancery Lane, April 27, 1792. 

Read the following letter, addreſſed to the 3 called the 
Friends of the People, affociated for Cen eform, aſ- 
ſembled at Free Maſons Tavern. 

e os | 
« By the Society for Conſtitutional Information, I am com- 
= to expreſs to you the ſatisfaction that its members feel 

on the inftitution of your Society. 

That the Houſe of Commons itſelf, which is the very ſub- 
ject to be reformed, ſhould have furniſhed a part of this dee 
may ultimately afford important advantages to the public. 


it muſt 8 ir, be 3 that at firſt this circumſtance Will 
8 2 


neceſſarily be accompanied with doubts, with ſuſpicions, with 
apprehenſions. It is not, Sir, the firſt time that numbers of that 
Houſe have profeſſed themſelves Reformers: It is not the firſt 
time that they have entered into popular aſſociations. But ſhould 
they, on this occaſion, prove faithfully inſtrumental in effecting 
a ſubſtantial Reform in the Repreſentation of the People, 404 | 
the duration of Parliaments, it will be the firſt time that the 
nation hath found itſelf in an error, when it placed confidence 
in aſſociated Members of Parliament, for the recoveries of the 
conſtitutional and ineſtimable rights of the people. The long- 
loſt rights of repreſentation, are rights, Sir, which in truth, are 
not io be recovered but by the exertions and unanimity of the 
people themſelves. Impreſſed with this great truth, it has been 
an invariable object of this ſociety, ,* to revive in the minds 
of the commonalty at large, a knowledge of their loſt rights, 
reſpecting the election and duration of the Repreſentative 
Body; — and we doubt not that your ſociety will ſee the wiſ- 
dom of purſuing a like courſe. May it taſte of the delight of 
diffuſing this knowledge ; may it reap the honours of calling 
forth the energies of the nation! 1 
When this ſociety, Sir, contemplates that flood of light 
and truth, which, under a benign Providence, is now ſweeping 
from the earth deſpotiſm in all its forms, and infringement of 
rights in all its degrees, to make way for freedom, juſtice, peace, 
and human happineſs ; and when it ſees your ſociety announce 
itſelf to the world as the Friends of the People; it reſts aſſured, 
that this new inſtitution abundantly partakes of that light, that 
it embraces that truth, and it will act up to the ſacredneſs of 
that friendſhip which it profeſſes, by nobly caſting from it, with 
diſdain, all ariſtocratic reſerves, and fairly and honeſtly contend- 
1ng for the people's rights in their full extent. 3 
„Here, Sir, be aſſured, lies all your ſtrength. You may 
boaſt of names, of wealth, of talents, and even of principles; 
but without the fellowſhip of the people, underſtanding and 
feeling their immediate intereſt in the conteſt, your aſſociation, 
whenever it grapples with that powerſul deſpotiſm to which it is 
_ oppoſed, — 3 to which a conſtitutional cloak gives double 
ſtrength, will moſt aſſuredly crumble to duſt. : 
8 1 Sir, it is with peculiar ſatisfaction that the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information can expreſs its belief, that to its 
-own unequivocal © Declaration of Rights, without which no 
- Engliſhman can be a free man, nor the Engliſh nation a free 
people,” it owes that confidence, on the part of all true friends, 
to a ſubſtantial Reform of Parliament, which, in all periods of 


the ſociety's exiſtence it has invariably experienced. | 
5 | PTY an ro PO WA | "This 


* 


: % 4 5 0 
, 1 * . 45 
- x 
We ; 
4 ** ” 
*. 9 — a * 


* _—_ 1 . ; 38 . . a a | : ds 2 5 N 
125 „ „„ Jon HOENE ee, 2 0. | 
« This ſhort declaration, containing no more than four dif-. 
tinct propoſitions, ſatisfied the people that the ſociety aſſumed  * 2 
not the office of Reformer without knowing with preciſion 
what wanted reform; nor the character of Friend, without 


manifeſting that ſincerity which gave proof of its attachment. 
It Jeft to ſuch reformers as Mr. Burke to talk of the people's  * 
Fs and at the ſame time to deny or explain "away their 
rights. , : 5 
gf This ſociety, Sir, truſts that the purity of principle which 3 
actuated zndividual members of Parliament, who joined be 
aſſociations that have been ſpoken of, will in no degree be affected» 
by the obſervations that have been made upon the inſufficiency of 
_ thoſe aſſociations. But, convinced that a ſtrong impreſſion ſtill 
remains upon the minds vf the people, that in general perſons 
who have long been accuſtomed to hold ſeats in the Houſe of 
Commons 5 4 the preſent abuſes in the repreſentation, and 
whoſe connections are all ariſtocratic, muſt be alſo more than 
men, at once and completely to ſacrifice both prejudice and un- — 
warrantable power at the altar of freedom; this ſociety, connsgn 
vinced, I ſay, Sir, of the exiſtence of this impreſſion, would not 
ſuffer its alice to ſtand in the way of its duty on this impor- = 
tant occaſion ; but determined with the frankneſs belonging to 
ſincere affection, to warn its new brethren againſt a danger to 
which they might otherwiſe become expoſed through mere nad 
vertency. in ro gl 3 
<< That the diſtinguiſhed perſons who have adorned the ſenate, 
and now adorn your ſociety, may be found equal to the ſublime -- L 
efforts of virtue which their ſituation now demands, and may + ol 
on that account receive the bleſſings of their country - and off 
mankind to the lateſt poſterity, is the ſincere, the ardent wiſh of 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information! In whoſe name I | 
have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with great regard, ce. 
<« Reſolved, That the ſaid letter be ſigned by the chairman of __ 
this meeting, and ſent to the ſaid ſociety at their next general 
meeting 8 N 1 Wn 
Mr. Bower. Who ſigns it? „35 C 
Clerk of the Arraigns. Nobody. . 3 1 
O. Who was chairman ? | 4 , - 
A. Major Cartwright in the chair. 


* 


Q. (7% Mr. Maclean, fhewing him a haher.) | Did | vou find 


that among Mr. Adams's papers? \ 
A. Yew 4 found. it chere 3 N 

; + >” (Read bythe Clerk of the G é PY 

Copy of a letter from 1850 John Ruſſell, to J. Cartwright, Eſq. 
Chairman of the ſociety = Conſtitutional Is, OS 
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ce hs: | 15 | 75 . 
4 Fully Nabe that the Socie 455 Conſtitutional Inti | 
tion, have made no ſacrifice to delicacy in their addreſs to us, we #2 


on our part ſhall affect no diſguiſe. | WS - 


by ee aſſociations not being armed with public Wh 
rity, haye no force but that of truth, no hope of ſucceſs but in 


the ſtrength of reaſon, and the concurrence of the public. 


We profeſs not to entertain a wiſh, that the great plan of 
public benefit which Mr. Paine has ſo powerfully recommended 


will ſpeedily be carried into effect,“ nor to amule our fellow-citi- 
Zens with the magnificent promi of obtaining for them the 
3 5 of the people in their Full extent. the indefinite language of 


uſion, which by opening unbounded proſpects of political 


1 adventure tends to deſtroy that public opinion which is the ſup- 


port of all free overnments, and to excite a ſpirit of innovation 
of which no wifdom can foreſee the effects, and no ſkill direct 
the courſe.” We view man as he is, the creature of habit, as 
well as of reaſon. We think it therefore our bounden duty to 


propoſe no extreme changes, which, however ſpecious in the- 


ory, can never be accompliſhed without violence to the ſettled 
opinions of mankind, nor attempted without endangering ſome 
of the moſt eftimable advantages which we confeſſedly enjoy. 
We are convinced that the people bear a fixed attachment to the 


happy form of our government, and the genuine principles of 


our conſtitution ; theſe we cheriſh as objects of juſt affection, 


not from any implicit reverence, or habitual ſuperſtition, but as 
. inſtitutions beſt calculated to produce the happineſs of man In, 
"civil ſociety : and it is becauſe we are convinced that abuſes a 

undermining and corrupting them, that we have allociated for 


the preſervation of thoſe principles. 

«© We wilh to reform the conftitution, becauſe we wiſh t to 
preſerve it. : 
„ Aſſheiations formed in the face of power, in en to 
the intereſts of our preſent legiſlators, evince that individual 
ſecurity, and fer fonal aepende nee; are N eſtablithed by 
our laws. 2 
The immenſe Asten of debt, the enormous tax- 
ation of ſeventeen millions of annual revenue, demonſtrate that 


the collective intereſts of the community have been s pcken or 
betrayed.” 


« We believe the defective i en of the lembiy, 


5 intrufted with the public purſe, to be the real ſource of this 


evil. With this view we have pledged ourſelves to attempt a- 
timely and ſalutary reform, adhering, in every meaſure we may 
take, to the fundamental principles of the conffitution. Accord- 


5 ing to thoſe OO e che r have a won 


lou nenn TOOKE: 1 147 5 


to right to poſfe6s,; an & by which the public mind may ſpeak 
in legiſlation ; and to bind their repreſentatives to the intereſt of _ 
the hole community, by a. frequent renovation of the truſt. 


Theſe objects accompliſhed, we believe abuſes will find no pro- - 


tection in a genuine repreſentation of the people: that regula- 
tions beſt adapted to the public happineſs will be. gradually infuſed 
into our laws, through the known channels of legiſlation; and 
that the agitated minds of men, reſuming their cen ee in 
parliament, will ſubſide into a calm expectation of redreſs, with- 


out forgetting the principles. of violating the form of the conſti- | 


tution. 


yet ſincere friends of the people. Your letter appears to us to 
written with a view to create diſtruſt of our deſigns, to inſinuate 


doubts of ſincerity, and to excite an _ ſuſpicion of 'our prin- 4 


ciples in the minds of the people. e have not, however, 
refuſed, in anſwer, to diſclaim what we condemn, to avow our 
real objects, from the purſuit of which we will not ſuffer our- 
ſelves to be diverted by any controverſy. We muſt beg leave, 
at the ſame time, to decline all future intercourſe With a ſociety 
whoſe views and objects, as far as we can collect them from 
the various reſolutions and proceedings which have been pub- 
liſhed, we cannot help regarding as irreconcilable with thoſe 


real intereſts on which you profeſs to inform and enlighten the © 
| props 1 (Signed) 


- 


| | 08 Joun Ru Chairman. 
% Freeman's Tavern, 
„Saturday, May 12, 1792.” 


Q. (2˙ Mr. Maclean.) Did you find that among Mr. Pq hgh | 


Adams's papers? ( fhewing him a ar) 

Sir. 

Q. (2⁰ Mr. Wodfall, fhewing 9 9 a hafer.) Look at Bac? 
paper, there 1s an alteration ; tell me whoſe hand that is in? 

A. Why, Sir, it is a little difficult to decide; it is not "OP 
how, written. | 3 5 

Whoſe do you 1 it to be ? „ 5 Ch 

A. It looks like Mr. Tooke* 8, el Y OW 
Mr. Tooke, It is certainly mine. 
Lord Preſident. Does the witneſs fay he 5 it to be 


Mr. Tooke's writing ? 


Witneſs. l ſay it is difficult to decide ; but | rather believe it P 5 


to be his hand- Writing. 
(Read by the Clerk of TR Court.) | 


Signed, Jha Broughton, Chairman, 24th March, 1702 
agireied, to the 9 e i a 
| 1 ng 5 « t 
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conſideration, but not being reſolved upon as to the time the 


% 


. : ++ " 2 
* , * * 1 * 
-$- h 7 * 2 N * _ 
INS 1 * 
4 x * 5 


/ 


« Ata meeting of the Delegates of the United Conſtitutional : 
Societies, held 24th March, 1792, © SEN 


Tord Preſident. Is that the part that is altered? . 
Clerk of the Arraigns. March 1792, is altere. 
Lord Preſident. What was the other? 5 | 
A. The other was ultimo. . Cf ww, 

Mr. Bower. It was ultimo at the time when firſt taken into 


— 


alterations took place; that is the meaning of the alteration. It 
was taken into conſideration on the 4th of May. wh 
f { Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


6& At a 83 of the Delegates of the United Conſtitutional 


Societies, held the 24th of March, 1792, at the Wheel 
of Fortune, Saint Edmunds, in the city of Norwich, it was 
; unanimouſly, agreed to communicate to the gentlemen of 
the London Society for Conſtitutional Information the fol- 
, lowing reſolutions: 


„ Iſt, We are happy to ſee the ſucceſs of the Sheffield So- 


ciety for Conſtitutional Reform, and approve of the delegations 


which you and they have made, in order to form a plan of general 


information; We humbly beg that you would grant to us the 


ſame favour ; and it is our wiſh that all the Societies of a ſimilar 
kind in England were only ſo many members ſtrongly and indi/- 
falubly united in one frolitical body. 


- 


& 2dly. We believe that inſtructing the people in political | : 


knowledge, and in their natural and inherent rights as men, is 


the only effectual way to obtain the grand object of reform; for 


a 


men need only be made acquainted with the abuſes of govern- 


ment, and they will readily join in every lawful means to obtain 
. — Tedreſs. We have the pleaſure to inform you that our So- 
Leieties conſiſt of /ome hundreds; and new Societies are Frequently 


0 ; F: Forming, which, by Delegates, frreſerve a mutual intercourſe with 


each other for inſtruction and information; and the greateſt care 
has been taken to preſerve order and regularity at our meetings, 


to conyince the world that riot and diſorder are no parts of our 


g due, for 


- 
= ; a 
1 


political creec. a „ 5 
. & 32dly. We believe, and are firmly perſuaded, that Mr. 


Burke (the once friend of liberty) has traduced the greateſt and 


moſt glorious Revolution ever recorded in the annals of hiſtory. 
We thank 'Mr. Burke for the political diſcuſhon provoked, 


and by which he has opened unto us the dawn of a glorious 
\ | 2 i, f NY 88 ; . 


day. 


oy. To Mr. Thomas Paine our thanks are eſpecially 


- 


is firſt and ſecond farts of the Rights of Man; and we 
- fincerely wiſh that he may live to ſee his labours crowned with 


frees in the general diffuſion of liberty and haſyneſs among man- 
Lund. ; 15 Do „ „ | | 
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« cthly. We view, with concern, the late diſtoveries relative | 
to the Weſtminſter election, in 1988; and conceive ourſelves, | 
and all true friends of freedom, under great obligations to Meſſts. 
Thomſon, Wyndham, Francis, Taylor, and all the noble and 
ſpirited MINORTFY,' for their exertions in order to diſcover * 


: . : 
. * - 


the true ſource of that abominable and iniquitous procedure. by 
„ 6thly. We congratulate our brethren in the various parts "rf 


of the kingdom, on the progreſs of political knowledge, and 
earneſtly entreat them to encreaſe their aſſociations, in order te” 
form one grand and extenſive union of all the friends of general li 
berty. And we hope the time is not far diſtant, when the people 
of England will be equally and faithfully repreſented in par- 
liament. JT Sr 0 ae TOTES 
„ 29%. 4 Sirnedby Cider, io 19 OE. 
Bon, Oey % . BRovUuGAHToON, Chairman.“ 93 
Q. (To Mr. Maclean, flewing him a fiaſier.) Did, you find 
that letter among Mr. Adams's paper? | 
A. Yes, Sir. | A 
Q. (To Mr. Woodfall, fhewing him a fafer,) Shall I trouble 


0 


you to ſay whether the deſcriptions of the perſons at the end : py 
of the letter are in the hand-writing of the priſoner? _ _ 33 
A. Ves, they are. ” | 2, 


6 ET (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) ©: es : 
Dated Norwich, April 26, 1792, ſigned T. GOEF F, Ch 
man, addreſſed to John Cartwright, Eſq. Tooke's Court, 
Chancery Lane, London. | 3 4 ab. 
4:40 thai onde Fociery for Conſtitutional Information. 
„The Norwich Revolution Society wiſhes to open a com: 
munication with you at this time, when corruption has acquird 
a publicity in the Senate, which exacts from the honour of the "PH 8 
Britiſh nation renewed exertions for Parliamentary Reform. 
Without pre: judging the probable event of ſuch an application to 
the legiſlature, this ſociety is willing to circulate the information, 5 
and to co- operate in the meaſures that may ſeem beſt adapted to 
further ſo deſirable and ſo important an end. It is willing to 
hope the redreſs of every exiſting grievance at the hands of a go- 
vernment reſulting from an extraordinary convocation, in 1688, 
of all who had at any preceding time being elected repreſen t- 
tives of the people, aſſiſted by the hereditary counſellors of the 
nation, and a peculiar deputation from the metropohs, which Na- i 
tional Conſtituting Aſſembly caſhiered, for miſconduct, a King 
of the Houſe of Stuart. 5 % > 
« The opinions and principles of this ſociety are beſt explained 
by an appeal to their literary repreſentatives. Fo James Mac. 
kintoſh, author of the Vindicæ Gallicæ, this ſociety offers h 
tribute of its aỹrobation and gratitude, tor the knowledge, the 
0 he Ee ey 5 5 eloquence. 
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eloquence, and philofophica! ſpirit with inen he * ex Rane, 
Aeſendled, and commended the revolution of France. It hefitates to 
aſſent to this only of his opinions, that „there are but two in- 
tereſts in ſociety, thoſe of the Rich and thoſe of the Poor. 
If fo, what chance have the latter? 'Surely the intereſts of all 
the induſtrious, from the richeſt merchant to the pooreſt me- 
chanic, are in every community the ſame—to leflen the numbers 
of the unproductive, to whoſe maintenance they contribute, and 
to do away ſuch inſtitutions and impoſts as abridge the means of 
maintenance, by reſiſting the demand for labour, or by tharing 
its reward; as the means moſt conducive to this comprehenſive 
end, the Norwich Revolution Society deſires an equitable In 
h ſentation of the people. 

„The Rights of Man, by Fe Paine, ad the adviceto ls 
Priviledged Orders, by Joel Barlow, have alſo been read with 
attention, and circulated with avidity. They point out with 
clearneſs moſt of the abuſes which have accumulated under the 
Britiſh Government ; they attack with energy mo/? of the fire 
judices which have tended to perpetuate them. 

&« Internally, our ſociety is thus organized: any perſon pro- 
poſed and ſeconded by a member is received, on paying an ad- 
miſſion fine, and obliging himſelf to an e contribution to- 
ward the purchaſe of books for the uſe of the Society, and for 
inculcation among he confederated clubs. The members aſ- 

ſemble twice monthly, A committee of correſhondence is periodi- 
cally elected by ballot, to ſelect books, and to conduct other li- 
. terary buſineſs. A committee of twelve is e named by ac- 
clamatiqn to attend ſeverally the meetings o 


the various confederated 


clubs, which are invited in like manner to depute a member ib the 
monthly meetings of this: Theſe clubs are now ſeven in numher, 


and more are expected to announce their adherence. The Nor- 


wich Revolution Society propoſing to extend this form of com- 
bination; recommends for admiſſion into the London Society for 
_ Conſtitutional Information the following 12 perſons: 


(Signed) T. Goff, Chairman. 


2 -. + George Watbn, Charles Baſham, 
f Mark Wilks, _ Henry Rolenſon, 
3 Norwich, a r. &c. Pos 


« April 26th, 1792.” 


« Ata meeting held at the 8 8 Houſe, 95 5 8 Cours, 7 


Chancery Lane, London, May 4, 1792, 1 
ron: Martin, of Richmond Bui dings, 
Dean Street, Soho, propoſed as an honorary member by 
Mr. Tooke, and ſeconded by Mr. Froſt. 


Read the following letters from che Rey olution and Conſi- 


turional Societies at N orwich, ee Bong l 


oy 
©. 
— 
A 
+. © 
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_ private individuals; and am far from preſuming my conduct to 


„ 
Pay 


3 „ #. 
/ John HORNE TOOKE, 25 A 
pre ef, What are the two lis? 2 975 
| Mr. Bewer. The two letters we have read. 4 n 
. 0 Read by the Clerk of the Court. 57 e 
& Reloleed: That this ſociety receives the above communication - Fo: 
with the matt heart-felt ſatisfaction, and defires moſt earneſtly 8 


be concur and co-operate with ' thoſe ſocieties in their laudabſe 
Ohe ee , 
x Reſolved, That the Secretary do Ethan them: of the anne: | 
and that this ſociety has unanimouſly elected twelve members o ß 
the Norwich ſocieties to be affociated members of this ſociety.” . « 
Mr. Bower. (C. To Mr. Moodfall, fhewing him a hiaſier. / 1 
wiſh you to ſee if any part of thoſe corrections are in My: . If 
Horne "Tqoke's hand-writing ? | Ch 6 
A. There is one line in the firſt page, that is al V 
f Lord Preſident. Where was that letter found? _ | . 
Mr. Bower. It was found among Martin's papers. -/ 
Lord Preſident. Is it a letter purporting to be from Martin 2 „ 
Mr. Bower. It is the draft of a letter. REES 
Lord Preſident. What is it that is in Mr. Tooke' „ 
writing? „„ 
Clerk of Arraigns. The words are, Gentlemen, who are +5 
themſelves ſo highly approved by the public.” Thoſe words 
are inſerted, inſtead of the words, „learned men.“ | 


(Read by the Clerk of: the Court.) 


„SIR, Fg | __ 
I have before me your fayour of the 14th inft. informing „ 
me, that at a meeting of che Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 


mation, held laſt Friday, I was unanimouſly elected an honorary 3 
member; I beg you will aſſure the ſociety I eſteem this honour 
as it ought to be eſteemed by me. I have the honour to know, 
but few of the members; I cannot preſume this imputable to 


be luch as to attract the notice oy gentlemen. fo highly approved 
of by the public.” 

Mr. Attorney General. Now "EF the proceedings of the 11th. 

. of May? It may be material to mention, that the dinner club 

began on the iſt e 1 | 

| (Read by the Clerk of the Court. Vs | 

„At a meeting held Friday, 11th May, 1792, at the Seoretary's 
- Houſe, Tooke's Court, S Lane, London; Mr. 
Tooke, Preſident. 

„% Reſolved, That there be a communication, from this So- 
ciety with the Society of the Friends of the Conſtitution at 
Paris, known by the name of. the Jacobins. , _ 
Read the following Addreſs from this Society to the So- 
- ciety of F riends of the Conftitugon at Paris, called the Jacobins. | 


ER nt | 55 | os | « Prothers, 


ux TRIAL „„ 


ce Brot lies, a Fell Citizens 7 the FW ot. 
| „The cordial and affectionate reception with which you 
of have honoured our worthy countrymen, Mr. Thomas Cooper 
and Mr. James Watt, members of the Society of Muiicheller, 
and united with our Society, has been communicated to us by 
the correſpondence of thoſe gentlemen. 

In offering you our congratulations on the glorious Have: 
lation which your nation has accompliſhed, we ſpeak the Jan- 
guage which only ſincerity can diCtate. 

Abe formality of Courts affords no example to us; to 4 
our thoughts juſtice, we give to the heart the liberty it delight: | 
in, and hail you as brothers. > 

It is not among the leaſt of the revolutions which time is 
unfolding to' an aſtoniſhed world, that two nations, nurſed by 

| ſome wretched craft in reciprocal hatred, ſhould ſo ſyddenly 
break their common odious chain, and ruth into amity. 

The principle that can produce ſuch an effect is the off- 
ſpring of no earthly court; and whilſt it exhibits to us the ex- 
penſive iniquity of former politics, it enables us, with bold fe- 
licity, to {ay, we have done with them! | 

„ contemplating the political condition of nations, we can- 
not conceive a more diabolical ſyſtem of government, than that 
which has hitherto been generally practilel over the world: To 

feed the avarice and gratify the wickedneſs of ambition, the fra- 
ternity of the human race has been deſtroyed; as if the ſeveral 
nations of the earth had been created by rival Gods. Man has 
not conſidered man as the work of one Creator. 

« The political inſtitutions under which he has lived have 

been counter to whatever religion he profeſſed, = . 

-< Inflead of that univerſal benevolence which the morality 
of every known religion declares, he has been politically bred to 
conſider his fpecics as his natural enemy, and to deſcribe virtues 

and vices by a geographical chart. | 5 

The principles we now declare are not peculiar to the So- 
| 1 that addreſſes you; they are extending themſelves, with ac- 
cumulating force, through every part of our country, and derive 
ſtrength from an union of cauſes which no other ieee 
admit. MN ; 

Re 1 friend of man, of ever eg ination, Te- | 
cords them us his own ; they animate the loyer of rational liberty; 
and they cheriſh the heart of the poor, now bending under an 
oppreſſion of taxes, by a proſpect of relief. 15 

We have againſt us only that lame enemy which 1s the 
enemy of juſtice in all countries—a herd of courtiers fattening 
on the ſpoil of the public. 2 
«Tt would have given an additional triumph to our congratu- 


lations, if the MAL TIONS of man (winch are che foundation of 
| ; your | 


1. 1 4 


* — 


Jonx Howe TooE E. 153% 


your bad of rights) had been recognized by the govern” 
ments around you, and tranquility eſtabliſhed in all: But if deſ-— 
potiſms be {till reſerved, to exhibit by confpiracy and combina- 
tion, a further example of infamy to future ages, that power that 
diſpoſes of events beſt knows the means of making that example 
finally beneficial to his creatures. 

We have beheld your peaceable principles inſulted by. - 
deſpotic ignorance. We have ſeen the right hand of tellowſhip, . 
which you hold out to the world, rejected by thoſe who riot on 
its plunder: We now behold you a nation provoked into de- 
| fence; and we can ſee no mode of defence equal to that of eſta- 
bliſhing the general freedom of Europe. 

In this beſt of cauſes we wiſh you ſucceſs. Our hearts go 
with vou; and in ſaying this, we believe we utter the voice of 
millions.“ 

« Reſolved, That the above 440 be. ſigned by the Perl 
man, and that Mr. J. H. Tooke be requeited to tranſmit” it, 
with all poſſible diſpatch, to Mr. James Watt, at Paris. 

* © Reſolved, That the faid addreſs be read a e time at the 
next meeting, for publication.“ 

4 A meeting held F Geary 5 N 1792, at the Gn 
and Anchor Tavern, Strand” Mr. ooke preſent.? | 

Lord Preſident. Was Tooke and Martin both preſent ? — © 

Clerk of Arraigns. Yes, my Lord, both preſent. | 

„ Read, a ſecond time, the Addreſs to the Friends of he 
Conſtitution, at Paris, known by the name of the Jacobins,. 
and ordered to be publiſhed in the papers. . 

Read the following letter from Mr. Paine, acquainting the 


V.-4 


Society that he is proceeding to bring out a cheap edition of the: >», 


firſt and ſecond parts of the Rights of Man. 
. * Reſolved, That this Society will contribute its utmoſt aid 
towards ſupporting the I of the nation.“ | | 


E SIR, | 5 £7 London, May 18th, 1792. £ | : 


The honourable age which the Society for Conſti- _ 8 


tutional Information has repeatedly given to the work, intituled 
* Rights of Man,” renders it incumbent on me to communi- 
cate to them whatever relates to the progreſs of thoſe works. 

LA great number of letters, from various parts of the coun 
have come to me, expreſſing an earneſt deſire that the firſt and 
ſecond parts of Rights of Man' could be rendered more ge- 
nerally uſeful, by Ong them in a cheaper manner than they 
have hitherto been. As thoſe, requeſts were from perſons to 
whom the purchaſe at the preſent price is inconvenient, I took 
the yore + means for LO. with A 1 8 we 


« am 


iw ein er 


I am ſince informed that the Miniſtry intend bringing a 
proſecution; and as a nation (as well the poor as the rich) has a 
right to know what any works are that are made the fubject of 
a a proſecution, the getting out a cheap edition is, I conceive, 
rendered more neceſſary than before, as a means towards ſup- 
porting that right ;—and I have the pleaſure of informing the 
Society, that I am proceeding with the work. | 
„„ = EN | wor Pen . 5 | 
, 2 T 7 . THOMAS PAINE. 
« To the Chairman of the Society for „ WIR: 
Conſtitutional Information.“ 


The Society took into conſideration the contents of the 

1 a foreſaid letter, and came to the following reſolutions: N 

. „ Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to Mr. 
Thomas Paine, for the communication he has made, and for the 

patriotic diſintereſtedneſs manifeſted therein. Pk 


_« Reſolved, That this Society will contribute its utmoſt aid 
=: towards ſupporting the rights of the nation, and the freedom of the' 
OF TN 8 him who has ſo eſſentially and ſucceſsfully contributed 
i to both. | 5 5 5 
„ Reſolved, That the right of inveſtigating principles and 
Tyſtems of government is one of theſe rights ; and that the works 
; of any author, which cannot be refuted by reaſon, cannot, on the 
principles of good government, or of common ſenſe, be made the 
| ſubject of a proſecution. _ 75 5 
> * Reſolved, That the exceſſive taxes which this country pays, 
| | being now ſeventeen millions annually, give an additional motive 
for the exerciſe of this right, and render it at the ſame time a 
more immediate duty the nation owes to itſelf, to enter upon and 
ME promote all ſuch inveſtigations.  _ | 
% Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to enquire into, 
the rumour of the above-mentioned proſecution; and to report 
thereon to the Society at its next meeting. 3 
| _ *6 Refolyed, That a copy of Mr. Paine's letter, together with 
*  _ theſe reſolutions, be tranſmitted to all the aſſociated Societies in 
- town and country ; and that this Society do congratulate them 
on the firm and orderly ſpirit, and tranquil perſeverance, mani- 
feſted in all their proceedings, and exhort them to a ſteady conti- 
* = Nuance therein. | | To | 5 | | 
* 25 Reſolved, That 3, ooo copies of the above letter apd reſolu- 
4 tions be printed, for the uſe of this Society.“ „„ 
Mr. Bower. Theſe are the minutes of the Reſolutions proved 
3 to be corrected by Mr. Tooke; in his hand- writing. e 
2. (Tv Mr. Maclean, fhewimg him ſome. frafiers.) Did you 
find them at Mr, Adams's houſe? ) ' 
| A. Les, Sir. 32 | 5 . N „5 


Q. (Ta 


Joh nokun- Took. | 55 „ 


0 { To 2 Mr. Woodfall.)* Look at that, (/ewing "him 4 Ha- 
er whoſe hand writing is that —and is that Mr. Tooke's s? » 
Auen another haſier. _ -- 4 
4. L believe them both to be Mr. Tooke's—thers are two! ” 
wards “Free Yoon,” and the other line of Mr. Tooke' 8 hand- 8 | 
Writing. . 
5 — 55 Borer. It 1s only proving the rough draft that i is "» 
alter - A 
Lord Preſident. The rough draft ſhould be read, if you r mean 
to bring it home to the Priſoner. 1 f ; 
Read by the Clerk of the Court. ) 1 
The Society took into conſideration the contents of the 2 
aforeſaid letter, and came to the following Reſolutions: - 40 

« Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to 
Thomas Paine for the communication he has made, and for 
the patriotic diſintereſtedneſs manifeſted therein. 

„ Reſolved, That this Society will contribute its utmoſt aid 
towards ſupporting the Rights of the Nation, and the Freedom 

of the Preſs, and him he has ſo eflentially and ſucceſsfully con- 
tributed to both. 
Reſolved, That the rights of inveſtigating principles and 

ſyſtems of governments, is one of thoſe rights; and that the 
works of any author, which cannot be refuted by reaſon, can- 
not, by the principle of good government or common ſenſe, be 
made the ſubject of a proſecution. 5 

fReſolved, That the exceflive taxes which this country pays, | 

being now ſeventeen millions annually, give an additional motive 
for the exerciſe of this right, and render it at the ſame time a 
more immediate duty the nation owes to itſelf, to enter upon. and 
promote all ſuch inveſtigations. T 

+ Reſolved, That a committee be a to. enquire into 
*the rumour of the above-mentioned. proſecution ; and to report 
thereon to the Society at its next meeting. 

% Refolyed, That a copy of Mr. Paine's letter, together with - 
theſe reſolutions, be tranſmitted to all the aſſociated Societies n 
town and country ; and that this e, do congratulate them on 
che firm and orderly ſpirit, and tranquil perſeverance maniſeſted 
in all their procęedings, and exhort them to a ſteady continuance . KY; 
therein. | . REF. 
=... 1598, May 22d—Argus, = - - 1L "a e 


F | 23d—Argus, 1 4. 10s. 3 A 
25th--Morning Chronicle, 11. © 44... 
--Herald and World, il. 88. 


44 i out a note in the margin—returned, declined to inlalts 

any of the Societies publications.—Oracle, - Il. 58.—Ga ettes 

I. 55. — Struck out — returned, wrote in the W Z 
150 3 1 
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« At a meeting, held Friday, 2 5th- May, 1702, at the Crown 
| and Anch r Tavern, Strand; preſent, Mr. J. H. Tooke: * 
_ 46 Reſolved, That 6000 more copies of bills, directed at the 
laſt meeting, be printed; that 100 be ſent to each of the twelve 
aſſociated. members of the Sheffield Conſtitutional Societies; 100 
to each of the twelve aſſociated members of the Norwich Con- 
ſtitutional Society; 200 to each of the other Societies correſpond- 
ing with this Society; 200 to Derby; and 200 to Belpar.“ 


Mr. GoLDvey called. 
Mr. Gibss. My Lord, this was his private book in which he 


kept his private account. 

Mr. 7:oke. I beg pardon, we confeſs the payment of our debts | 

Mr. Gibbs. The account book is to be entered. 

Mr. Erſtine. Mr. Tooke admits they Oe" their debts ; 1 
wiſh every body could admit as much. 

Mr. Gibbs. I object to it. 

Mr. Fu/tice * If he ſays, eter is marked as 
paid in that book, was paid by him, 0 proves it. 

Lord Prejs Tent, You have not recollected what was ſaid by | 
him, that all the diſburſements were paid by him ? | 

Mr. Attorney General. There is for printing Paine's letter, 
and the addreſs to the Jacobins, 121. 12s.—there is Paine's letter 
to Sheffield, 5l.—to Norwich, 5l.—to Glaſgow, II. 10s.—there 
is part of Paine's letter addreſſed to the Jacobins, and inſerted in 
five or ſix different papers. 


= (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) | 
Dated, 25th May, 1792. -.+ Reſolved, That the thanks of 


. this Society be returned to the London Correſponding Rout: 


Ft 


for the communication which it has made to this Society ; and 

that the further conſideration of the ſaid communication be poſt- 

poned to the next meeting of this Society.“ 

6 At a general mecting, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
Strand, F FO Iſt of June, 17925 preſent, Mr. 1 Horne 
Tpoke. 

& The Secretary reported, that he had ſent 1200 of the 
printed bills, ordered at the laſt meeting, to the Sheffield Con- 
ſtitutional Society; 1200 to the Norwich. Copſtitutional So- 
ciety ; to the Southwark Conſtitutional Society, 200 ; to the 
London Correſponding Society, 200; to Mr. & to be 
forwarded to Mr. Fox at Derby, 200; to the on itutional 
Whigs, 200; to the Society at Belpar, 200. 

1 Reſolved, That the Secretary do ſend to fool; 600; 


to the Society at Aldgate, 200; to Mancheſter, 1200; to Lord , 


 Daer, for Liverpool, 200; to Mr. Butt, to be forwarded to 
Cambridge, 500; and 400 to Lord Semple, to be diſtributed 

| OE the Societies in the e of Glaſgow.” Read 
APR be, Ca 5 
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Read a letter from the Corteſponding Society as follows: 
1 May 31, 1792. 


FE 
« The London Correſponding Society, return thanks to the 


Society. for Conſtitutional Information, for the communication 


of Mr. Thomas Paine's letter to them, and of their reſolutions - 


ſubſequent thereto. 


It gives us infinite fatisfaction to think that mankind will 
ſoon reap the 1 of Mr. Paine's labours, in- a new and 


- £ 


cheaper edition of the Rights of Man. 1 . 
„ We are, however, no ways ſurprized at the report of a 


proſecution being commenced againſt his works, for, by the 


doctrine ſubſtituted for law in England, that truth conſtitutes 
the libel, the very many truths in both volumes of the Rights 


of Man, render them completely libellous, and force adminiſtra- 


impartial inveſtigation of competent judge. 
« His Majelty's proclamation next engages our notice; after 
reading it with great attention, we diſcard an idea thrown out 


by ſome, that it had been drawn up and ſent forth at this junc- 


tion, perhaps againſt their inclination, . to ſubmit them to the 


ture with a view of railing unfavourable prejudices in the minds. - 


of the people againſt Mr. Paine, or his works, now under a 
proſecution ; inaſmuch as ſuch an attempt, if it could be proved, 


would not only bear malice on the face of it, but would likewiſe Es : 


be a moſt daring violation of the laws. 


goodneſs of heart and paternal care, ee, our warmeſt 
wiſhes, giving the greateſt encouragement to our different Socie- 
ties, and holding forth the ſame ſtrong deſire with us of abiding 


y the conſtitution in its hure and uncerrufit ſtate, of ſecuring tie 


frublic peace and firoſierity, of ſreſerving to ALL, the full enjoy- 
ment of their rights and liberties, both religious and civil; and 
ſeeming, in fact, to encourage them under the moſt ſerious con- 


ſideration of their own welfare and that of their frofterity, to join 


us, and unite their endeavours with ours in guarding agamft all 
attem its, aiming at the ſubverſion of wholeſome and regular gouenu- 


ment, and to diſcourage and rehrefs, to the utmoſt of their fower, 5 
all hroceedings tending to firoduce riots and tumults. . 
Our ends being thus incontrovertibly the ſame, and thereby 


enjoying che royal ſanction, we imagine that in exerciſing our 


Tight of meeting, when and where we pleaſe, of canvaſſing ſuch _ 
ſubjects as we think proper, of inſtructing our fellow citizens, 


and of uniting our endeavours. to obtain a perfect repreſentation 
in Parliament, we are taking the trueſt method of ſecuring to 
_ ourſelves and our poſterity all the bleflings of liberty and 

peace. . Fo Fo Get | 15 


We are more willing to diſcover therein his Majeſty's great . 


« Yielding 
« k "57 | "1 „ 


* 


= K 
Y 


nn. 


* 
— 


and we feel it our duty, to the utmoſt of our power, to 


ↄ + 


44 Vielding to the TEN is Conditutional 1 5 
boch i in priority of inſtitution, and in greatneſs of abilities, we 
yet put in our claim for equality of zeal towards the public at : 
and im determination to obtain it. C 

„We are, &c. 1 
(Signed) | « Maurice Margarot, Chai irman, 
Thomas Hardy, Secretary. 
46 e Major Cartwright, Chairman of the . 
for Conſtitutional Information.“ | 
& Ordered, That the faid letter be publiſhed in ſuch news- 


papers as will receive the advertiſements of this Society. 


+. Reſolved, That an open Committee do take into 9 


tion Paine's letter, which is to be printed in the Argus of to- 


morrow, and have power to tranſmit copies to the different | 
Correſponding Societies. 

„Six thouſand copies of the reſolutions relative to the pro- 
clamation to be priced, and ſent to the different Correſponding | 
Societies.“ 

1. Rand by the Clerk of the Court. ) 
4 At a meeting, 25 May, 1792. 
„ Read a paper called a proclamation, Gated the 411. inſtant, 
for ſuppreſſing ſeditious publications. 
„The Society came to ſeveral reſolutions on this proclama- 


tion; the laſt of which is, 


« That the monſtrous enormity and grievance of the preſent 
national debt: 
The grievous oppreſſion of ſeventeen millions nur, of 


taxes: 


„The ee duration of parliaments for ſeven years: 

& Private proprietors of boroughs, falſely pretending to be, 
and really acting as, repreſentatives of the people: 

“Judges claiming in all caſes, and under all circumſtances, 
the determination of the criminality or innocence of any act, ex- 
cluſively of the jury; expenſive armaments, and menancing pro- 
clamations and encampments in time of profound peace: 

Theſe things we cannot believe either wiſe or wholeſome; 


and we declare it to be a fatal omiſſion, at the time of the 8 


lution, that theſe things were not ſufficiently guarded _; 

ain a 
full and fair repreſentation of the people, which we hold to be 
the only effeCtual ſecurity for their rights, liberties, and property, 
and to be the only meaſure that can produce that due ſubmiſſion 
to the laws, and that juſt confidence in the integrity and wildom,. 
of parliament,” which are declared in the ſaid paper, called a 


- proclamation, to be © the chief cauſes (under Providence) of the 
wealth, the ppinek, and the SOIL of the kingdom: 


„ At 


' JOHN HORNE TOOKE. _ Ye: "MG 

At a meeting, held Friday, 15th June, 1992, at the Crown „ 

and Anchor Tavern, Strand; preſent, J. H. Tooke, Eſq. 4 

in the chair: 1 5 e — aft — 9 
Read a letter from the London Correſponding Society, 5 


ſtatin , that they had opened a ſubſcription for the defence of 
. Mr. Paine, and that they wiſhed fix of their members might be 
aſlociated with this ſociety. 1 | | 


« Reſolved, That the ſecretary be deſited to inform the ſecrez 


tary of the London Correſponding Society, that this ſociety 
receive their propoſal with pleaſure, and are willing to admit 
ſuch fix of the members whom they ſhall nominate to be 
aſſociated members of this ſociety. | 


the benefit of Mr, Thomas Paine, author 
Man. | | . 


+ Ordered, That the letter of the London Correſponding F 


Society, and the two laſt reſolutions, be publiſhed in the newi- 
papers. . ä 0 5 
Reſolved, That 12,000 copies of Mr. Paine's letter to 
Mr. Secretary Dundas, be printed by this Society, for the pur- 
poſe of being tranſmitted to our correſpondents throughout 
r and that a committee be appointed to difect the 
ame. | | | VVV 
„ Reſolved, That the ſame committee be compoſed of Mr. 
Tooke, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Gatfield, Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr. 
Simmonds, and Mr. Froſt. . 6 | 


_& Reſolved; That a ſubſcription be opened by this 8 25 Po 
f the Rights of 


- 


2. (To Mr. Maclean.) Where did you find that? (Fewing | 


the cohy of Paine's letter to Mr. Dundas.) 
A. At Mr. Adams's. 


2. (To Mr. Moodfall, flewing him a. haher.) Whoſe hand- 


_ writing is that? | 
A. i believe it to be Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 
Mr. 7ooke. Certainly it is. 


Q. (To Mr. Adams.) Look and ſee whether your book of 


accounts contains an account of your expenditures for the uſe 
of the Conſtitutional Society ? 7 | . | Sy 
AA, Les, Ar. ä : EAN 

'Q. You ſee there are minutes of monies returned b? 

A. Yes. That the papers declined putting them in. 
0. That extract contains an account of the expenditure fox 
putting advertiſements in the papers ? 80 5 

A. I believe it does. | 


— 


Q, Look at the meeting 22d July, 17913 is that an entry of 


the meeting held that night? . 55 
„ „% TO 
95 And of the names of the perſons preſent? 
. Tes. 80 | 1 ü 


* 
* 


7 


— 


* 


2. Some 


- 
; % 
— 
P. 
a 
1 


on this. 


e THE: TRIAL. or 5 
N Q. Some part of the e „ 5 „ 
es. | 5 | 


Þ Q. At your own a; 3 


5 9 Ves. 
> : {Read by the Clerk of 5 Court, 5 


« Ata meeting held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, as. ; 
Friday, 22d June, 1792 ; preſent, Mr. J. H. Took : 

“ Mr. ooke reported, hat an information was filed againſt 
Mr. Paine, for his publication of the Rights of Man. 
* Ordered, That the ſybſcription entered into for the benefit 
of Mr. Thomas Paine, be entered in a ſeparate part of the 

book, and kept open for the members of this ſociety. 

„It was ſtated to the ſociety, that Mr. Weobly, the trea- 
furer, having a great many ſimilar concerns on his hands, 
wiſhed to refuſe 1 receiving the ſubſcriptions on Mr. Paine” s ac- 


count. 
« Reſolved, That ſubſcriptions be received by Mr. Bonney, 


Mr. Paine's ſolicitor. 


& Mr. Sturch reported, that the letter to Mr. Dundas was re- 


ceived with eſtimation, and requeſted that 12,000 might be printed, Y 


of 257. value, which were accordingly ordered to be printed. 
* Reſolved, That the ſame committee be requeſted to meet 


at F our o lock at this place, to conſider of the beſt enn of 2 
circulating the ſame.” ; 


Tons CnAPMARN fworn examined by Mr. Garrow. 


. Be fo good to look at this book; (giving a our )—Did 
you print a part of that for Mr. Paine? _ 
A. Notthis book, Sir. ; | 
O. Not that particular book ? » 
A. Not this particular book. 
-Q. Did you print up to any extent; Stell us up to whit page 


of the Second part of the Rights of Man you printed for Mr. 


Paine I am not ſuppoſing that particular book. Be ſo good as 
to take this into your hand, it is one I had occaſion to ſhew you 
fome few days ago.—Did you PR any part of that for Mr. 
Paine? ö 

4. This is not the copy you gave me before ; I did not print 


8 7 particular book. 


You are certainly miſtaken, for I can prove . To the 
Clerk of the Arraigns)—Be ſo good as to look and te ; whether 


Jou marked that upon Hardy's trial? 


Miitneſs. Certainly this is. not the book, becauſe this ; 18 ao 5 
third edition. 13 
Clerk of the Arraigns, There i is not the initials of my rings 


8 % | 15 Mr. Carrot. 


„ Joun HORNE rookx. be” A 
Mr. Garrow.- (75 Witmeſs.) That you have in your bend 7 92 


is another ? Ke 4 . Wy” | 
-A. There ite ame objection to thin i. e . 
Q. That is not your's ? "i 
A. That is not mine. 
” © Youtold us in the * 4 e e in 5 laſt 3 
yo Prins the” firſt part of the Rights of 922885 yy * 
aine? _ 
2 Di 0 the ſubject: R . 
| id you ſee Mr. Paine upon the O ubli 
ſecond ae the * of Man? | £ 
Add _ 
7 oy you print any number 5 pages of that * DB 
id. * 
2. To what page? | . 8 
A. To page 5 | 
Q. Did any thing paſs which broke of the connection in bull 
neſs between you and Mr. Paine 5 © 
. 1 15 999 
- Q. Who was applied to, to go on with that e ES 
1 I think, from a particular circumſtance, that Mr. Benlley - 
hed to, OY 
_ o you know, in point of fact, who took up the publics. nh 
tion where you left it ? 1 1 
A. No, I do not. | "ON 
2. The book ou have in your band appears to have bes 
printed by you; don't it ? 
A. Yes. Sir. . 4 


F 


f ' . . 4 
P x — 


js 8. Jen dan, "TI e bs Mr. lanai: 


. Your name is Jordan ? 7 | 
Yes, Sir. | e 
You publiſhed Paine 8 Rights of Man? | — ae 


Yes. 

1 3 to know, whether you deliver ay to Mr. „nir, 
time? 

1 cannot ſay I juſtly recollect. 

Try, and recollect— What, don't you recollect: 2 

I do not recollect giving Mr. * . 

Did you ever ſee Mr. White??? 

Yes, Sir. EE 

. Did. you ever ſee Mr. White upon 12 wee of the | 
f ſecond part of the Rights of 7 


4. Les, 15 . | : 7 | . RES Nag 


OROKD 


RON: 
2 


Jede 


: X 77 7A ' ' 
. 4 N 

* $4.5 34. Is . 5 py 5 ; DES 85 
3 : Ta F 4 | 
MC 16. THE. rut * r \ 
. NN 

8 f . EO Sl 


* * Fe * N N 
| ” * 0 Try nd abe yourſels, . you did or not give 
i a copy of that Work ? 


As. 1 really cannot tecollett—T dare ſay i it is two years ice, 
and I reall . recollet. _ 
O. Lo ok at that, the Rights of Man th in FETs hand) and 
tell me whether ou believe that to be one publiſhed by you? 'K 
AH. No, Sir, i don't think this was publiſhed by mes b 
Q. Look at it, and then give your reaſon ? | . — 
A. I do not believe this was publiſhed by me; I ſee there is 
my OWn wrong 888 the title, but it was > bought cd 1 
perſon. 
It was in your poſſeſſion ? 
It was in my poſſeſſion undoubtedly. 
You did not print that book ? 
No; nor I did not fell it. 
Did you buy it ? 
A perſon bought it for me. : 
Who did you receive it'from ? 
From a Mr. Huntley. . 2 | 
"Who is he? | Ob, 
He lives in Duke-ſtreet, Grofvenor-ſquare. 
You did not t fell it; but there is Tome Wy of your 8 
A | 
a There is. "ET 
ZH | Q. Perhaps you gave it away—Look at it, and I aſk you 
5 ? | upon your oath, whether you did not give . Mr. TORO that 


n 


Ls 


— 
D 
© 
2 


« 
1 
DN 


book ?. 
N J rather think 1 might—Moſt likely I did. * 
| L. That is not the way of anſwering.—Look at it, and recol- 
=: lecting you have had ſome converſation with Mr. White upon 
* | the ſubject of the Rights of Man; tell me, if you Dave ny, 
doubt whether you gave him that very book? Ki | 
A. I rather think 1 I might, but 1 do not recolle& the circum- 
NCE. © 
_ "Q. Be ſo good as 2 to us What there is in-your . | 
A4. Bought of Mr. Johnſon, February 48 1792, by Mre/ 
Fe Huntley. 1 2 
OE. O. That is a memorandum of your oe 
A. It is a memorandum of my own... 


L. Do you recollect upon what occaſion you. 88 that : 


8 1 memorandum! ? 
| A. Becauſe I was ons to 3 whether M Johnſon. 
2 8 2 ſold any of them to the trade, and ĩt was a proof _ Jaun. a 
5 n had ſold ſome. | : 
Upon what occaſion v was it t you ks that, memorandum; 
; hai conveyed the fact of . Ws ſold ſome ys . 
2 EN A. 


7 


> 9 To: the beſt of my . e 1 3 e had | 
been put to them, * I did not think Mr. — ONS fell. 1 
them, as his name was not to ciem 2 The f * 55 

Was your name put to them without 282 72 


A. No, it was not. 7 0 +7 
D id 0 . any of which b is a x copy? 155 e 2 
Have you any doubt of mat? | I, 

O, 8 3 * 4 5 


What do you mean n by Johnſon r not «ſelling the bock with ; ; __ Y 


Foe d 8 


your name to it: . 
A. He had my conſent to put my name to oa but L Welch 9 
he would not ſell them with my name to them, as his own was not. s 
2. Your conſent was given then to Ir ̃ 
A. Ves. Fant : 
L. Publiſhing is not giving it away, but ſelling it N 
A. Publiſhing is felling, though I publiſh a number of books, — 
I did not publiſh this; when I publiſh a book, I ſell it. 1 
þ N. Though you. did not 285 it, is you publith any of. which ä 
that i ISA COPY ? | 140 7 I 9 i I > 8 J | 
A. Yes, I A F „ 
L. wa you. any doe you publihes fome of which that is 0 
a hi Cop | 3 1 
. "Mad Sir! of "aug ab gy A 0 ; 3 
| . Who did you poblih them for? | 211 Fiep EFF 
| Jays! 'For Mr. Paine, * | N | 1 8 
Q. Had you any communications with Mr. Phe upon the ; 
ſubject of e | | , 
A. Very little; I had ſome converſation with him. 6 5 ä 
O. Was there 0 proft? 5 FW 
. Nes, Sir. | FD 
N. Was there any account to Ss rendered to Mr. Paine? 4, -- 
FF — ml 
L. Had you a 3 upon the ſubject 0 of chat ar pul 1 
N with Mr. 3 or Mr. n $55.45 ut] 
A. With Mr. Paine. I l WRIT =_ 
. Do you know Mr. Tooke? „„ ir bas eco HR 
" Ves, Sir. 3 
i. Did you eyer 8 eh the ſubject of that publication co 
the ſecond part of the Rights of Man? * 23 


Ves, twice, when the ackion was ad againſt me, . 
for publiſhing the ſecond part of the Rights of . 1 went to 
Mr. Tooke's according to my orders. 

'Q. Did you communicate to him, that you came in ee 
7 A of orders f Fx | 


4. . in conſequence ofa letter which 1 receiy I fi 


12 


8 1 114 r i JE 
= . Then as mind that to ui Tooke, 1 
1 5 did chat letter direct you to go to Mr. Tooke? © ray 
A. I went to Mr. Tooke's, in Conſequence of 4 an order fror 


3 Mr. Paine, xpeRtir do meet him there. : 
; | Q. 5 h PERO. + eo, qo | 
, A. Yes. e radia a LT IM | 
A. "IN Tis 


= | 3 _— Tooke and Mr, Paine were both ren? 
bo . Le. Tellus whih aid ee 5 
48 A Mr. Tooke and Thad a little diſpute, and T cannowrecol- 


at Tell us what the difference between you and Mr. Tooke 
Was 
1 — He” heed to be angry that I was timid and Joubtful about 
e proſecution to the care of Mr. Bonney ? 8 | 
. ad it been propoſed before this meeting of Tooke and 5 
2 or was there any converſation between Tooke and Paine o 
that Bonney ſhould defend you upon that proſecution ? - | 
es, I faw Mr. Bonney before at Mr. Tooke' KEE 
_—_ ce You ſay you went twiee to Mr. T Tooke's ? 
8 og Yes. | 
"8 . Who was preſent belides Mr. Tooke, Mr. Paine, wet 
elf, the ſecond tine? 


* 


* A. Not being ſatisfied with Mr. Paine's oroetilings, I wok . 
1 King, an Attorney, with me, and 1 really cannot 1 : 
what paſſed. 3 
2. Was any body elſe there that you recollect 1 Fs © 


A. I don't collect. 
L. You was ane of truſting Mr. Toomey: with your 
defence? . | | 
A. Yes, I-was, .. 5 
What did Mr. Tooke ſay to you upon the Cubj 6 + 
44. To the beſt of my recollectien, when I ſaw 1* firſt, he 
ſaid, Mr. Paine had employed Mr. Bonney ; that I might | 
home and mind my buſineſs, and make myſelf oy that Mr. | 
9 would give me any inſtructions. — 
an you ſay, whether that book you hold now in your hand, = 
8 55 e of that edition, about which e chis as hr 2 2 


. 84 
_—_ * 
. 


' — 


it Not this edition. mf; 85 
'Q. Is it a copy of the fame book? Edit Rata © 
Les. n FC. 

; "+ How do you know N 1s A „„ 10D „ 


| Becauſe there is my own Big upon it 05 
„ Erſkine. Is it printed b £3 
SE - A * os it, Te it. 8 


bons HORNE” ook. 5 2 949 
=Q Ir * „ know that is one IF wh 
A. Becauſe there is my own writing 1150 1 5 


L. How did you know it was a copy when y . 
e von only ce : py he 
e- O, AT 


Mr. Garrow, Was that one book in your hands for * 
ation at any time 
A. Not this particular book, it never was in ps 
Mr. Zinn 85 ſent and —_ as 6 
Fa upon 
nd — 0 you Sing t it u put tame it as 
FT 1 a bol you og 3 * were 
es. | 


. Then how can you ſay that s the very book you . 


lithed? 

A: No, I cannot ſay. that ; this book was never in my houſe | 
ill T bought it. oe 

Mr. Garrow. Be fo good as to look at chat; Fee 
Rights of of Man * into his? hands) to ule your own ſenſe of the 


ws — I publiſh that? 
A. I cannot ſay to is very book ; bur 1 publiſhed s amber - 
of books like that. 


L. Had thoſe you fold and thoſe ſold by Mr. Johnſon, pub. 1 4 * 


: _ _ your name upon them, tho ſame appoarance-that has? 
... 


By Had the work the general appearanie that has ? bs | N ; 


2. Was it printed i in that letter? 145 f 
A. Ves; about the ſame . 5 
Q. That fize ? 5; e 
. Yes; about that ſizrze. N 8 
2. That ſort of paper ds SIRE 
AI cannot ſay, Sit. 55 
2. You are a conſiderable bookſeller, I fuppoe? | 
A. I fell a number of books. | | 
. Do you know whether any of Paine's Rights of Maag 
| has pa paſſed Oe. your hands, as a bookſeller, except thoſe”. 
fold by you 
4. N. o; I have ſeen an oRavo edition, which Laid, 10 pub- 
lden b D. Jordan, Piccadilly.” 


Q. Have ou ſeen any edition with your name, 4. 8. Jer. * 


COD an it? 


Des; I. have ſeen my own name put to an 0. 5 
. 1-5 


2. Do you know up more 6 of that book han the ther? 


* 0 
i | on q 
* pe A. * Pk | 
w 2 B: * «4 * 


j * 
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5 4 Ms Lacs. | 
Mr. Eſtins: I. frat not Bt? . my 7 1 1 don "fret | 
| wf all anxious about it; but I fay it is not evidence. 
a> „ Juſtice. The queſtion was reſolved before; a 
wa were of opinion, in reſpect of a book publiſhed through the 
ven, that this. was reaſonable evidence; that it was the ſame 
. to go to a wy though, | in the ſtrict e it is * 
een, legal evi 39321 1 3 5 
(Read b the n the 2 550 Ba | | 
0p „Rights of Man, part Second, com ining principle * — 5 
Page 2 ÞJ): A All Hereditary government is in its nature 
tyranny. An herita e crown, or an heritable throne, or by 
what other fanciful name ſuch things may be called, have no 
other. -Ggnificant- explanation than that mankind are heritable 
Property. To inherit a government, is to inherit the people, 
as 7: ik my Hoeks and herds.” |» 
"ons 479 « This convention met at Philadelphia. in May 
1 1 Which, General Waſhin tan was elected preſident. 
ET He was not at that time eee with any of the ſtate go- 
vernments, or with congreſs. He delivered up his commiſſion 
hen the war ended, and ſinge then had lived a private citizen. 
1 — % The convention went deeply into all the ſubjects; and hav- 
ig: after a variety of debate ok inveſtigation, agreed among 
a fs : Yi themſclves upon the ſeveral parts of a federal conſtitution, the 
ay... * eon r the manner of giving 1 it ana 1 0 prac- 


— 


„ « Fo or this Pn they Td: not, like a er of cane 
fend for a Dutch Stadtholder, or a German Elector; but they 
referred the whole matter to the ſenſe and intereſt of the country.. 

(P. 50.) © In England, it is not difficult to perceive that 
every 2 has a conſtitution, except the nation. Every ſoci: 
ety and affociation that is eſtabliſhed, firſt agreed upon a num- 
ber of original articles, digeſted into form, which are its conſti- 
tution. It then appointed its officers, whoſe powers and autho- _ 
Tities are deſcribed in that conſtitution, and the government of IM 
that ſociety then commenced. Thoſe officers, by whatever - : | 
name they are called, have no authority to add to, alter, or 
AaaVbridge the original articles. It is Haney to the n en en 
= that this right belongs. : 
From the want of aries incl 40 Ae eben a 

- + Zeonſtitution and a government; eg ee and all writers of 
ghis deſcription, have always bewildered themſelves,. I. hey 
5 Bld not but perceive, that there muſt necẽſſarily be a controming 
b wer exiſting ſomewhere, and they placed this power in be 
| * of the perſons exerciſing the government, inſtead of. 
A Placing it in a 5 3 By the Nation. When it is in a 
| | Ne My conflyution, 


1 


8 


— 
* 


* 
— 
ve 


* 
a : N 


ei n it has the nation for its ſupport, * the natural * 7 


and political controuling powers are together. The laws which 
are enacted by governments, controul men only as individuals; 
but the nation, through its conſtitution, controuls the whole | 
government, and has a natural ability ſo to do. The final con- 


f 


trouling power, therefore, and the original nee . . = 


are one and the ſame power. 
« Dr. Johnſon could not have advanced ſuch a poſition in 
any country where there was a conſtitution; and he is himſelf 
an evidence, that no ſuch thing as a conſtitution exiſts it England. 


But it may be put as a queſtion, not improper to be inveſtigated, 5 


That if a conſtitution does not exiſt, ho-] came the idea of its 
exiſtence ſo generally eſtabliſhed ? 

In order to decide this queſtion, it is nevſſary to wwudder a 
conſtitution in both its caſes :—Firſt, as creating a government 
and giving it e- e bre as hex, booms. and TOI. 
the powers ſo given. 

Ae beg in with William of Normandy; wed thatthe 
government A England was originally a tyranny, founded on 
an invaſion and conqueſt of the country. This being admitted, 
it will then appear, that the exertion of the nation, at Arent, 5 
periods, to abate that tyranny, and render i it leſs intoleraWe, has 
been credited for a conſtitution. 


SE 


, * Jon Horne To6rKE, * 


* 


„Magna Charta, as it was called; (it i is now like an aa 2 {0 9 


nack of the ſame date) was no more than compelling the govern- 8 


ment to renounce a part of its aſſumptions. It did net create 
and give powers to government in the manner a conſtitution 
does, but was, as far as it went, of the nature of a re- conqueſt, 
and not of a conſtitution; for could the nation have totally ex- 
pelled the uſurpation, as France has done its Aan it would | 
then haye a conſtitution to form. | 
The hiſtory of the Edwards and Henries, and up to the 
commencement of the Stuarts, exhibits as many inſtances of 
tyranny as could be acted within the limits to which the nation 
had reſtricted it. The Stuarts endeavoured to paſs thoſe limits, 
and their fate is well known. In all thoſe inftances we ſee 
nothing of a conſtitution, but ny of reſtrictions on aſſumed 5 
o wer. | 
"M After this, " anther William, dec Hol! tus; FER 
| ſtock, and claiming from the ſame origin, gained. poſſeſſion; 


and of the two evils, James and William, the nation preferred . 5 


what it thought the leaſt; ſince, from circumſtances, it muſt 


* 4 


take one. The act, called the Bill of Rights, comes here into 5 


view. What is it, but a bargain which the parts of the govern- 


ment made with each other to divide powers, profits, and pri- 


| vileges?. 1 ſhall 5 5 ſo mens W 1. 8 have * reſt ; A 5 


8 r 
* 
20 * 
; R * N f 5 wo OY 8 
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4 and, wich reſpe&# to the nation, it is ſaid, for your Mare You ſhall ol 
have the right. of ſetitioning. This being the caſe, the bill of 


2 rights is more properly a bill of wrongs, and of infult. As to 
What is called the convention parliament, it was a BE that 
made itſelf, and then made the authority by which it acted. , A 


few perſons got together, and called themſelves by that name. 
Several of them had never been elected, and none of them for 
From the time of William, a ſpecies of government aroſe, |, 
iſſuing out of this coalition bill of rights; and more fo, ſince 
. the corruption introduced at the Hanover ſucceſſion, by the 
gagency of Walpole ; that can be deſcribed by no other name 
than a deſpotic legiſlation. Though the parts may embarraſs 
each other, the whole has no bounds; and the only right it 
| ; acknowledges out of itſelf, is the right of petitioning. Where 
then is the conſtitution either that gives or that reſtrains power? 
IIt is not becauſe a part of the government is elective, that 
makes it leſs a deſpotiſm, if the perſons ſo elected, poſſeſs after- 
Wards, as a parliament, unlimited powers. Election, in this 
caſe, becomes ſeparated from repreſentation, and the candidates 
are candidates for deſpotiſm. . 5 
IP. 63.) With reſpect to the two houſes, of which the 
Engliſh Parliament is compoſed, they appear to be effectually 
influenced into one, and, as a legiſlature, to have no temper of 
its own. The mmiſter, whoever he at any time may be, touches 
it as with an opium wand, and it fleeps obedience. _ | 
« But if we look at the diſtin abilities of the two houſes, the 


. £ 9 ; difference will appear ſo great, as to ſhew the inconſiſtency of 
| . placing power where there can be no certainty of the judgment 


to uſe it. Wretched as the ſtate of repreſentation is in England, 
it is manhood compared with what is called the houſe of Lords; 
and fo little is this nick- named houſe regarded, that the people 
fcarcely inquire at any time what it is doing. It appears alſo to 
be e under influence, and the furtheſt removed from the ge- 
neral intereſt of the nation. In the debate on engaging in the 
Ruſſian and Turkiſh war, the majority in the houſe of peers, in 
| favour of it, was upwards of ninety; when in the other houſe, 
| _ more than double its numbers, the majority was ſixty- 
= t 65.) But in whatever manner the ſeparate parts of a 
Fo _ conſiitution may be arranged, there is one general pyinciple that 
| 
| 


+ Giſtinguithes freedom from flavery, which is, that all ereditary _ 
government over-a ſicoſile is to them a ſſiecies of flavery, and refire- 
ſentatiue government is freedom.” oo nnd re mg 

(FP. 107.) Having thus glanced at ſome of the defects of 


 _* the two houſes of parlament, I proceed to what is called the 
© crown, upon which J ſhall be very:concife. _ 2 Tt. | 


2 


* | A 


* 
- 


/ 
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e lt fignifies a nominal office of a million ſterling 4 year, the 
buſineſs of which conſiſts in receiving the money. Whether the 
perſon be wiſe or fooliſh, ſane or — a native or a foreigner, 

matters not. Every miniſtry acts upon the ſame idea that Mr. 

Burke writes, namely, that the people muſt be hood-winked, 


and held in ſuperſtitious ignorance by ſome bugbear or other; 
and what is called the crown anſwers this purpoſe, and therefore, 


it anſwers all the purpoſes to be expected from it. This is more 


than can be ſaid of the other two branches. We 


* 


The hazard to which this office is expoſed in all countries, 


is not from any thing that can happen to the man, but from what 
may happen to the nation the danger of its coming to its 
1 | . ' | 


(P. 161.) „The fraud, hypocriſy, and impoſition of go- 


vernments, are now, beginning to be too well underſtood. to 


promiſe them any longer career. The farce of monarchy and 


ariſtocracy, in all countries, is following that of chivalry, and 


Mr. Burke is dreſſing for the funeral. Let it then paſs quitely 
to the tomb of all other follies, and the mourners be comforted. - 


The time is not very diſtant when England will laugh at it- 
ſelf for ſending to Holland, Hanover, Zell, or Brunſwick. for 


men, at the expence of a million a year, who underſtood neither 
her laws, her language, nor her intereſt, and whoſe capacities 


would ſcarcely have fitted them for the office of a pariſh con- 
| ſtable. If government could be truſted to ſuch hands, it muſt 


be ſome ealy and ſimple thing indeed, and materials fit for all 


8 POE poſes may be found in every town and village in Eng- 
=, TY | oh; ; | oF 4M : 


* 


NMote. (P. 150.) I know it is the opinion of many of the moſt | 


enlightened characters in France (there always will be thoſe 


who ſee farther into events than others) not only among the ge- 


neral maſs of citizens, but of many of the principal members of 
the former National Aſſembly, that the monarchical plan will 


not continue many years in that country. They have found out, 
that as wiſdom cannot be made hereditary, power ought not; 


and that, for a man to merit a million ſterling a year from a 


nation, he ought to have a mind capable of comprehending from 
an atom to a univerſe; which, if he had, he would be above re- 


ceiving the pay. But they wiſhed not to appear to lead the na- 


tion faſter than its own reaſon and intereſt dictated. In all the 
- converſations where I have been preſent upon this ſubject, the 
idea always was, that when ſuch a time, from the general opinion 
of the nation, ſhall arrive, that the honourable and liberal me- 


thod would be, to make a handfome preſent in fee ſimple to the 


perſon, who ever he may be, that ſhall then be in the monarchical 
office, and for him to retire to the enjoyment of private life, 


poſſeſſing | | 


Hh i — ; 
3 * 
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poſſeſſing his ſhare of general rights and privileges, and to be no 
more accountable to the public for his time and his conduct than 
any other citizen,” FF 
Mr. 7ooke. My Lords, I believe I have a right to deſire a 
ſmall extract to be likewiſe read out of that book. I beg that 

the Preface may be read. 5 WE: 


Read by the Clerk of the Court.) | 
(Preface, p. vii.) When I began the chapter entitled the 
« Concluſion” in the former part of the RIGHTS os MAN, 
publiſhed laſt year, it was my intention to have extended it to a 
greater length; but in caſting the whole matter in my mind, 
which I wiſhed to add, I found that I muſt either make the 
work too bulky, or contract my plan too much. I, therefore, 
 broughtit to a cloſe as ſoon as the ſubject would admit, and re- 
ſerved what I had further to ſay to another opportunity. | 
Several other reaſons contributed to produce this determina- 
tion. I wiſhed to know the manner in which a work, written 
in a ſtyle of thinking and expreſſion different to what had been 
cuſtomary in England, would be received before I proceeded far- 
. ther. A great field was opening to the view of mankind by 
means of the French Revolution. Mr. Burke's outrageous op- 
poſition thereto brought the controverſy into England. He at- 
_ tacked principles which he knew (from information) I would 
conteſt with him, becauſe they are principles I believe to be 
good, and which I have contributed to eſtabliſh, and conceive 
myſelf bound to defend. Had he not urged the controverſy, I 
had moſt probably been a filent aan. 
Another reaſon for deferring the remainder of the work 
was, that Mr. Burke promiſed in his firſt publication to renew 
the ſubject at another opportunity, and to make a compariſon of 
what he called the Englith and French Conſtitutions. I, there- 
fore, held myſelf in reſerve for him. He has publiſhed two 
works fince, without doing this ; which he certainly would not 
have omitted, had the compariſon been in his favour. 
In his laſt work, His affieal from the new to the old 
Whigs,” he has quoted about ten pages from the Rights of Man, 


/ 


and having given himſelf the trouble of doing this, ſays, he 


ſhall not attempt in the fmalleſt degree to refute them, meaning 
the principles therein contained, I am enough acquainted with 


Mr. Burke to know, that he would if he could. But inſtead of 


- conteſting them, he immediately after conſoles himſelf with ſay- 
ing, that he has done his part.'—He has not done his part; 
he has not performed his promiſe of a compariſon of conſtitu- 
tions. He ſtarted the controverſy, he gave the challenge, ans 


v. 


* 
i | 
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| has fled from it; and he is now a caſe in ſuint with his own 


opinion, that, the age of chivalry is gene? | 
The title, as well as the fubſtance of his laſt work, his 


 -* Ahheal,” is his condemnation. Principles muſt ftand on their 
' own merits, and if they are good they certainly will. To put ; 
them under the ſhelter of other men's authority, as Mr. Burke 
has done, ſerves to bring them into ſuſpicion. r. Burke is not 
very fond of dividing his honours, but in this caſe he is artfully ,  . » 


dividing the diſgrace. ret \ | \ 
But who are thoſe to whom Mr. Burke has made his ap- 


peal? A ſet of childiſh thinkers and half-way politicians born in 


the laſt century ; men who went no farther with any prineiple 
than as it ſuited their purpoſe as a party ; the nation was always 
left out of the queſtion; and this has been the character of 1 | 


party from that day to this. The nation ſees nothing in ſuc 


works, or ſuch politics, worthy its attention. A little matter will 
move a party, but it muſt be ſomething great that moves * 


nation. | 


« Though I ſee nothing in Mr. Burke's Appeal worth raking | 
much notice of, there is, however, one expreſſion upon which 
ſhall offer a few remarks. After quoting largely from the Rights 


of Man, and declining to conteſt the principles contained in that 


work, he ſays, This wilt moſt probably be done /i fuck writings 
hall be thought to deferve any other refatation than that criminal 
juſtice by others, who may think with Mr. Burke and with 
the ſame zeal.” 8 „ | 

In the firſt place, it has not yet been done by any body.— 
Not leſs, I believe, than eight or ten pamphlets intended as an- 


ſwers to the former part of the Rights of Man' have been pub- 
liſhed by different perſons, and not one of them, to my know- 


ledge, has extended to the ſecond edition, nor are even the titles 
of them fo much as generally remembered. As I am averſe to 


unneceſſarily multiplying publications, I have anſwered one of 


them. And as I believe that a man may write himſelf out of 
reputation when nobody elſe can do it, I am careful to avoid 
that rack. 5 8 . 
But as I would decline unneceſſary publications on the one 
hand, ſo would I avoid every ching that might appear like ſullen 
pride on the other. If Mr. Burke, or any perſon on his fide the 
ueſtion, will produce an anſwer to the Rights of Man, that 
thall extend to an half, or even to a fourth part of the number 


of copies to which the Rights of Man extended, I will reply to 


his work. But until this be done, I ſhall fo far take the ſenſe of 
the public for my guide (and the world knows I am not a flat- 


terer) that what they do not think worth while to read, is not 


worth mine to anſwer. I ſuppaſe the number of copies to __ 
| ; | : a ö — 


9 
e 
rn 


F A 


the firſt part of the Rights of Man extended, taking. nk. | 


— 


thouſand. 


tation IJ have made from Mr. Burke. 


which they are compoſed. | = : 
elt is for the good of nations, and not for the emolument or 
- aggrandizement of particular individuals, that government ought 
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Scotland, and Ireland, is not leſs than between forty and fifty 


„I now come to remark on the remaining part of the quo- 


If,“ ſays he, ſuch writings ſhall be thought to deſerve any 
other refutation than that of criminal juſtice.. „ 
Pardoning the pun, it muſt be criminal juſtice, indeed, that 
ſhould condemn a work as a ſubſtitute for not being able to re- 
fute it. The greateſt condemnation that eould be paſſed upon 
it would be a refutation. But in proceeding by the method Mr. 
Burke alludes to, the - condemnation would, in the final event, 
paſs upon the criminality of the proceſs and not upon the work, 
and in this caſe, I had rather be the author, than be either the 
judge, or the jury, that ſhould condemn it. . 
But to come at once to the point. I have differed from 
ſome profeſſional gentlemen on the ſubject of proſecutions, and 


I ſince find they are falling into my opinion, which I will here 
ſtate as fully, but as okay as I can. 1 | 


I will firſt put a caſe with reſpect to any law, and then 


compare it with a government, or with what in England is, or 


has been, called a conſtitution. | | | ; 
It would be an act of deſpotiſm, or what in England is 


Called arbitrary power, to make a law to prohibit inveſtigating 
the principles, good or bad, on which ſuch a law, or any other 
is founded. : Y e | 
elf a law be bad, it is one thing to oppoſe the practice of it, 


but it is quite a different thing to expoſe its errors, to reaſon on 


its defects, and to ſhew cauſe why it ſhould be repealed, or why 


another ought to be ſubſtituted in its place. I have always held 


it an opinion (making it alſo my practice) that it is better to obey 


a bad law, making uſe at the ſame time of every argument to 
ſhew its errors and procure its repeal, than forcibly to violate it; 


becauſe the precedent of breaking a bad law might weaken the 


force, and lead to a diſcretionary violation, of thoſe which are 

good. 7 5 : | | : 4 
The caſe is the ſame with reſpect to principles and forms of 

government, or to what are called conſtitutions and the parts of 


* 


to be eſtabliſhed, and that mankind are at the expence of ſup- 
porting it. The defects of every government and conſtitution, 
both as to principle and form muſt, on a parity of reaſoning, be 
as open to diſcuſſion as the defects of a law, and it is a duty to 


Which every man owes to ſociety to point them out. * 5 
ood pod ce 1 


\ 
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conſtitution in the one caſe, as the. government repealed or re- 
formed the law in the other. The operation of government is 


reſtricted to the making and the get of laws; but it is 
to a nation that the right of forming or reforming, generating 
or regenerating conſtitutions and ee, belong; and con- 


ſequently thoſe ſubjects, as ſubjects of inveſtigation, are always 


before a ccuntry as a matter of right, and cannot, without invad- 
ing the general rights of that country, be made ſubjects for pro- 


ſecution. On this ground I will meet Mr. Burke whenever 
he pleaſe. It is better that the whole argument ſhould come out, 
than to ſeek to ſtifle it. It was himſelf that opened the contro- 
verſy, and he ought not to deſert it.“ Here the Clerk of the. 
\ Curt left off. | ZE : DE” 
Mr. Attorney General. Read on. 

| Clerk Reads.) 


&« do not believe that OT and ariſtocracy will continue 


ſeven years longer in any of the enlightened countries in Europe. 
If better reaſons can be ſhewn for them than againſt them, they 


will ſtand; if the contrary, they will not. Mankind are not 
now to be told they ſhall not think, or they ſhall not read; and 


publications that go no farther than to inveſtigate principles of 


government, to invite men to reaſon and to refiect, and to ſhew 
the errors and excellencies of different ſyſtems, have a right to 


appear. If they do not excite attention, = are not worth the 
trouble of a proſecution ; and if they do, the proſecution wall 


amount to nothing, ſince it cannot amount to a prohibition of 


reading. This would be a ſentence on the public, inſtead of the 
author, and would alſo be the moſt effectual mode of making or 
| haſtening revolutions. ES 
„On all caſes that apply univerſally to. a nation, with 


reſpect to ſyſtems of government, a jury of twelve men. is not 


competent to decide. Where there are no witneſſes to be exa- 
mined, no facts to be proved, and where the whole matter is 


before the whole public, and the merits or demerits of it reſting 
on their opinion; and where there is nothing to be known in a 


court, but what every body knows out of it, every twelve men 
is equally as good a jury as the other, and would moſt probably 
reverſe each other's verdict; or from the variety of opinions, 
not be able to form one. It is one cafe, whether a nation ap- 
prove a work; or a plan; but it is quite another caſe, whether 
it will commit to any ſuch jury the power of determining whe- 


ther that nation have a right to, or ſhall reform its government, 
or not. I mention thoſe caſes, that Mr. Burke may ſee I have 
not written on Government without reflecting. on what is Law, 


as well as on what are Rights.—The only effectual jury in ſuch 


caſeg 


| | 1 15 = 
Thoſe defects, and the means of remedying them, are generally 
ſeen by a nation, that nation will reform its government or its 


* 


- 
1 * 
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caſes would be, a convention of the whole nation, fairly elected, 
for in all ſuch caſes the whole nation is the vicinage. If Mr. 
Burke will propoſe ſuch a jury, I will wave all privileges of 
| being the citizen of another country, and, defending its prin- 
Cijles, abide the iſſue, provided he will do the ſame; for my 
opinion is, that his work and his principles would be condemned 
inſtead of mine. ET „ 
As to the prejudices which men have from education and habit, 
in favour of any particular form or ſyſtem of govermnent, thoſe 
prejudices have yet to ſtand the teſt of reaſon and reflection. In 
fact, ſuch prejudices are nothing. No man is prejudiced in 
favour of a thing, knowing it to be wrong. He is attached to it 
on the belief of its being right; and when he ſees it is not ſo, 
the prejudice will be gone. We have but a defective idea of 
What prejudice is. It might be ſaid, that until men think for 
themſelves the whole is prejudice, and nat efron; for that only 
is opinion which is the reſult of reaſon and reflection. I offer 
this remark, that Mr. Burke may not confide too much in what 
has been the cuſtomary prejudices of the country. . 
1 do not believe that the people of England have ever been 
fairly and candidly dealt by. They have been impoſed upon by 
parties, and by men aſſuming the characters of leaders. It is 
tune that the nation ſhould riie above thoſe trifles. It is time to 
Aaeͤſmiſs that inattention which has ſo long been the encouraging 
1  eauſe of firetching taxation to exceſs. It is time to diſmits all 
thoſe ſongs and toaſts which are calculated to enflave, and ope- 
rate to ſuffocate reflection. On all ſuch ſubjects men have but 
to think, and they will neither act wrong nor be mifled. To 
ſay that any people are not fit for freedom, is to make. poverty 
their choice, and to fay they had rather be loaded with taxes 
than not. If ſuch a cafe could be proved, it would equally 
prove, that thoſe who govern are not fit to govern them, for they 


— 


- - are a part of the ſame national maſs. 1 
But admitting governments to be changed all over Europe; 
it eertainly may be done without convulſion or revenge. It is 
not worth making changes or revolutions, unleſs it be for ſome 
eat national benefit ; and when this ſhall appear to a nation, 
- wa danger will. be, as in America and France, to thoſe who 
oppoſe ; and with this reflection I cloſe my preface. . 
3 VV THOMAS PAINE. 
e Eondan, Feb. 9, 1792 | 6 5 
Al a meeting, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 
1 PFriday, June 29, 1792; Mr. J. H. Tooke, prefent. 
* 5 Mr. Sturch reported to the committee a plan of diſtribution 
of the 12,000 copies of Mr. Paine's letter to Mr. Dundas, that 
hey were of opinion the letter ſhould be ſent as follows : 250 


JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 2:6 ae” 


to 4 Ne Mr. Morris, Great Varmouth; 100 to Mr. North- 
Cote, Ipſwich,” Suffolk; 100 to Mr. Da of Sudbury ; -200 to 
Mr. Fox, of Derby ; 100 to the Editor 0 the (Hat = Herald; Dy. 
200 to Exeter; 100 to Mr. Hill, at Weymouth ; 200 to Cam 
bridge ; 200 to the London Correſponding Society, &c."' 


« At a meeting, held at the Crown and-Anchor Tavern, Strand, 
Friday, 6th July, 1792; Mr. J. H. Tooke, preſent.” _. 
2. (To Mr. Maclean, Jeng 3 @ a Did me, find | 

that among Mr. Adams's papers ? 9 5 | 
A. . 


Read by the Clerk of the Canin oF: 4 


| Dated, No. 4, Taylor's Buildings, Chandos Street, N 6, 
1792; ſügned Thomas Hardy. 
« SIR, | 

« In the name of the London Correſponding Society; I have 
to return thanks to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
for their preſent of 200 copies of their reſolutions reſpeCting the 
King's proclamation ; as alfo for the 200 copies of Mr. Paine's 
letter, &c. Likewiſe Mr. Paine's letter to Mr. Secretary Dundas; 
by care in the diſtribution of them, thoſe 600 papers ſhall be | 
ſeen by as many thouſand perſons. 

« We find ourſelves highly favoured by your readineſs to 
admit fix of our members among you; I am directed to forward 
to you the following {ix names as the perſons choten by our 
ſociety for that honourable purpoſe ; our ſenſe of the favour fo 
conferred will be the beſt expreſſed by their cloſe attendance at - 
your inſtructive meetings, and conſtant endeavours to forward 
the ſo beneficial and ſo much WAS reform of Fee 
repreſentation. 

| « J am, Sir, 
, Wich great reſpeRt, 
You very humble ſervant, 
Bee « No. 4, Taylors Buildings, T. HARD, Secretary.” 
Chandos Street, July 6, 1792.” | 


«A deputation from the Friends of the People i in couture 
on the ſubject of the dinner on the 14th July, attended, namely, 
Thomas Hardy, Maurice Margarot, John Richter, Mr. Little- 
john, Mr. Grant, and William Gow. 

2. (70 Mr. Lauzun, fhewing aim a book.) Look at this | 
book, where did you find it? 
A. It is one of the books I found in Mr. Hardy's houſe.” 
Mr. Law. This is one of the 200 that was e 

the Conkiitutional * to N 


)/%%%öͤùòv ..]. 
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© = (Read by the Clerk of the, Curt.) 


Printed and diſtributed gratis, by the Society for Conſtitutional 


Information. 
< 79 Mr. Henry Dx DASS. 


London, june 6, 1792. 


„ SIR, 


n & 


As you opened the debate in the Houſe of Commons, May D 


' 25th, on the proclamation for ſuppreſſing publications, which, 


that proclamation (without naming any) calls wicked and ſedi- 
tious, and as you applied thoſe approbious epithets to the works 
entitled RIGHTS OF MAN, I think it unneceſſary to 
offer any other reaſon for addreſſing this letter to you. 

& begin, then, at once, by declaring that I do not believe 
there are to be found in the writings of any author, ancient or 
modern, on the ſubject of Government, a ſpirit of greater 


*  benignity, and a ſtronger inculcation of moral principles, than 


in thoſe which I have 'publiſhed. They come, Sir, from a 


man, who, by having lived in different countries, and under 


| different ſyſtems of government, and who, ng ge 0 hy 


conſtruction of them, is a better Jucge of the fubject than ii is 


poſſible that you, from the want of thoſe opportunities, can be— 


And, beſides this, they come from an heart that knows not how 
I will further ſay, that when that moment arrives in which 
the beſt conſolation that ſhall be left will be that of looking back 


on ſome paſt actions, more virtuous, more meritorious, than 
the reſt, I ſhall then with happineſs remember, among other 


things, I have written the RIGHTS OF MAN.—As to 


wat proclamations, or proſecutions, or place-men, or place- 
erxpectants, —thoſe who poſſeſs, or thoſe who are gaping for 


office, may ſay of them, it will not alter their character, either 
with the world or with me. T2 . 
„ Having, Sir, made this declaration, I ſhall proceed to 
remark, not particularly upon your own ſpeech on that occaſion, 


but on any other ſpeech to which your motion on that day gave 
riſe; and I ſhall begin with that of Mr. Adam. „„ 
„This gentleman accuſes me of not having done the very 
thing that I have done, and which, he ſays, if I Hh done, he 
ſhould not have accuſed me. „% LO. | 
„ Mr. Adam, in his ſpeech, (ſee Morning Chronicle of May 


206) fays © That he had well conſidered the ſubject of Conſti- 
tutional Publications, and was by no means ready to ſay (but 
the contrary) that books of ſcience upon Government, though 


recommending a doctrine or ſyſtem different from the form of 


our Conſtitution (meaning that of England) were fit objects of 


proſecution ; that if he did, he muſt condemn (which he meant 
M : ES e „ not 


* f 


* 


1. 7 


* 


not to do) Harrington for his Oceana, Sir Thomas Moore fr 
his Eutopia, and Hume for his Idea of a perfect Company | 


7 wealth. But (continued Mr. Adam) the publication of 


Paine was very different; for it reviled what was mo/7 ſacred im 4 
the Conſtitution, deſtroyed every principle of ſubordination, and 


_ eſtabliſhed nothing in their room.” 


5 as clearly, I think, as words can convey ideas, à certain Syſtem 
of Government, and that not a, theory only, N 


Part of Rights of Man, and ] am put under the neceſſity, either 
of ſubmitting to an erroneous W or of juſtifying myſelf 
7 


againſt it; and I certainly thall prefer the latter, If, then, I 
ſhall prove to Mr. Adam, that, in m reaſoning when Syſtems of 


Government, in the Second Part of Rights of Han, I have ſhewn 


in full and eftablithed practice, and ſyftematically and practically 


free from all the vices and defects of che Engliſh Government, 


and capable of producing more happineſs to the people, and 


that alſo with an eightieth part of the taxes, which the preſent 


Syſtem of Engliſh Government conſumes. I hope he will do 
me the juſtice when he next goes to the Houſe, to get up and 
confeſs he had been miſtaken in ſaying, that I had effablified 
nothing, and that I had deſtroyed every firinciſile of ſubordination. 


Having thus opened the caſe, I now cometo the point. 


7 


5 : 


> 


over Europe to prove the truth of the latter. 


promiſcuouſly, and it will * very extraordinary, if, 0 


“In the Firſt Part of Rights of Man, I have endeavoured 


to ſhew, and J challenge any man to refute it, that there does 
not exiſt a right to eſtabliſh Hereditary Government; or, in 


other. words, Hereditary ty Saw ; "becauſe Hereditary Go- 
vernment always means a G om 
caſe always is, that the people who are to live afterwards, have 


always the ſame right to chooſe a Government for themſelves, as 


* 


the people had who lived before them. 


In the Second Part of Rights of Man, I have ngt repeated 
thoſe arguments, becauſe they are irrefutable; but I have con- 


fined myſelf to ſhew the defects of what is called Hereditary 


Government, or Hereditary Succeſſion; that it muſt, from the 


nature of it, throw Government into the hands of men totally 


unworthy of it, from want of principle, or unfitted for it from 


Want of capacity.— James the IId. is recorded as an inſtance of 


the firſt of rheſe caſes ; and inſtances are to be found almoſt all 


Jo ſhew the abſurdity of the Heredita 
ſtrongly, Iwill now put the following caſe—Take any fifty men, 


Ex 
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In the Second Part of RIGHTS OF MAN, I have 
diſtinguiſhed Government into two claſſes or ſyſtems ; the one, 
the 5 ; the other, the . : 


overnment yet to come, and the - 


ry Syſtem ſtill ure | 


ut of that 


= 


ff. 


number, one man ſhould be found, whoſe principles and talents, 
taken together (for ſome might have principles, and others have 


 - talents) would render him a perſon truly fitted to fill any ve 
 _ . » extraordinary office of National Truſt. If, then, ſuch a fitneſs 


of character could not be expected to be found in more than one 


perſon out of fifty, it would happen but once in a thouſand years 
do the eldeſt ſon of any one family, admitting each, on an ave- 


rage, to hold the office twenty years. Mr. Adam talks of ſome- 
thing in the Conſtitution which he calls 29 ſacred; but I hope 


hee does not mean Hereditary Succeſſion, a thing which appears 


5 * a violation of every order of nature, and of common 
Tens.” IR”. < 0” 5 0 
% When I look into hiſtory, and ſee the multitudes of men, 
otherwiſe virtuous, who have died, and their families been 
ruined, in defence of knaves and fools, and which they would 
not have done, had they reaſoned at all upon the ſyſtem ; Ido 
not know a greater good that an individual can render to man- 
kind, than to endeavour to break the chains of political ſuper- 
ſtition. Thoſe chains are now diſſolving faſt, and preclama- 
tions and proſecutions will ſerve but to halfen that diſſolution. 
Having thus ſpoken of the Hereditary Syſtem as a bad 


ſyſtem, and ſubject to every poſſible defect; I now come to the 


epreſentative Syſtem; and this Mr. Adam will find ſtated in 
the Second Part of the Rights of Man, not only as the beſt, 
but as the only Theory of Government under which the liberties 
of a people can he permanently ſecure. e 
FgBut it is needleſs now to talk of mere Theory, ſince there 
is already a Government in full practice, eſtabliſted upon that 
ran or, in other words, upon the Rights of Man, and has 
been ſo for almoſt twenty years. Mr. Pitt, in a ſpeech of his 
ſome ſhort time ſince, al. That chere never did, nor never 
could exiſt a Government eſtabliſned upon thoſe Rights; and 
that if it began at noon, it would end at night.“ Mr. Pitt is 
not yet arrived at the degree of a ſchool-boy in this ſpecies f 
knowledS:. His practice has been confined to the means of 
exiorting revenue, and his boaſt has been—how much 9 Whereas bp 
the boaſt of the Syſtem of Government that I am ſpeaking of, 
is not how much, but how little. 1 5 . 
Ihe Syſtem of Government, purely repreſentative, unmixed 
with any thing of hereditary nonſenſe; began in America. I 
will now compare the effects of that ſyſtem of Government with 
the ſyſtem of Government in England, both during, and ſince 
the cloſe of the war. A „ 
So powerful is the Repreſentative Syſtem, firſt, by com- 
bining and conſolidating all the parts of a country together, how 
erer great the extent; and ſecondly, by admitting of none but 
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| ws W qualified into the Government, or diſmifling them 
if they prove to be otherwiſe, that America . 
totally to defeat and overthrow all the. ſchemes and projects N 
the Hlereditury Government of England againſt her. As the | 
eſtablithment of the Revolution and Independance of America 
is a proof of this fact, it is needleſs to enlarge upon it. 
now come to the comparative effect of the two Sales 


fince the cloſe of the war; and J requeſt Mr. Adams to attend 5M 


& l.. 


Gs Anke had nel ſultained the ny of ets of . 5 5 5 
land ſuſtained © © 


only te expence of the war; -whereas 2 ſuſtained not 


, 4 years of war, which England had not. 


only the expence, but the deſtruction. of property committed by 
both armies. Not a houſe was built during — 
many thouſands were deſtroyed. The farms and r e 
along the coaſt of the country, for more than a thouſand 
miles were laid waſte. Her commerce was annihilated. Her 
ſhips were either taken or had rotted within her own harbours. 
The credit of her funds had fallen upwards.of ninety per cent. 
that is, an original hundred pounds would not tell forten pounds. 
In fine, the was apparently put back an- hundred years when 
the war cloſed ; which was not the caſe with England. * 
«+ But ſuch was the event, that the ſame Repreſentative Syl- 


tem of Government, though ſince better organized, which 


enabled her to conquer, enabled her alſo to recover; and ſhe 
now preſents a more flouriſhing condition, and a more happy 
and harmonized ſociety, under that ſyſtem of Government, than 
any country in the world ean boaſt under any other. Her 
towns are rebuilt, much better than before ; her farms and plan- 


tations are 1n higher improvement than ever; her commerce is 


ſpread over the world, and her funds have riſen from leſs than 


ten pounds the hundred to upwards of one hundred and twenty. 


Mr. Pitt, and his colleagues, talk of things that have happened 
in his boyith Adminiſtration, without knowing what greater 


things have e cllewhere, and under omar ſyſtems of 


Government. 
„I next come to tate the expence of the two 98 28 they 
now ſtand in each of the countries; but it may firſt be proper to 


obſerve, that Government in America is vhat it ought to be, a 


matter of honour and truſt, and not ee a trade of for g oa 

poſe of lucre. 

The whole: amount of the nett taxes in « Encikd Gabe 

- of che expence of collection, of drawbacks, of ſeizures 
coudemnations, of fines and penalties, of fees of office, of liek 


gations, and informers, which are ſome of the bleſſed means of 7 


D enforcing them) i is CEE millions. Of is wx. «boat nine 
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. go for the payment -6E the intereſt of he N . 
Debt, and the remainder, being about eight millions, is for the 
-., Current annual expences. Thus much for one ſide of the caſe. 
I I now come to the other. 

he expence of all the el departments of che general 
REXMRepreſentative Government of the United States of America, 
8 * over a ſpace of country nearly ten times larger than 
#422685 Wh ind, is two hundred and ninety four thouſand five hun- 


Members of Congreſs, at fix dollars (1/. 5.) per day, / 
their Secretaries, Clerks, TOs Meſſengers, - 
- Noor-keepers, See, = — — 25.51 $ 0 
Tieaſury Department. 
Secretary, Aſſiſtant, Comptroller, Auditor, Trea- 
ſurer, Regiſter, and Loan-Office-keeper, in each 
"State, together with all Mins. nn Office- 


nn 1 — 12,825 85 
Dehartment of State, incluling F n Apairs. © 
Seeretary, Clerks, &c. cc. 1,406 5 


Dehartment of Mar. = 
| Secretary, Clerks, Paymaſter, Commiſſioner, &c. 1,462 10 
Commiſſioners for ſettling old comets e 
The whole Board, Clerks, 8c. - ' = 2,598 15 
Tacidental and Contingent E enen ROT. 


Ip. 


For Fi ir- wood, e . e 1280 | — 4.006 16 


| | Th Total - 66,275 It - 

On account of the incurſions of the Indians on the back 

| ſettlements, Congreſs is, at this time, obliged to keep fix thou- 

and militia in pay, in addition to a regiment of foot, and a bat- 

talion of artillery, which it always keeps ; and this: increaſes the 
expence of the War Department to 390,000 dollars, which is 


87. 79 51. ſterling ; but when peace ſhall be concluded. with the 
Indians, the greateſt part of this expence will ceaſe, and the 

1 total amount of the expence of Government, includin f that of 
a the army, will not amount to one hundred thouſand pounds 


WE and fifty-eight dollars, which, at 48. 6d. per dollar, as 
655,27 a 115, fterling, and is thus apportioned:  - 
Exhence of the Executive Dehartment. *Þ 
The Ofkce of the e Preſidency, at which the Preſident J. s. 
- receives nothing for k iS - 57265 0 
By  - Vice Preſident 9 „ iii 0 
3 Chief Juſtice + _ wr ES — 900 © 
Five aſſociate Juſtices = = 3.937 10 
Nineteen Judges of Diſtricts and Ae General 0, 7+ T5 
Legiſlative Deſiartment. 1 5 


* 


RT ſterling, which, as has been already ſtated, is but an eightieth 


* of the expences of the os Government. 


I requeſt . 
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I requeſt Mr. Adam and Mr. Dundas, and all choſe Who 
are talking of Conſtitutions, and bleflings, and Kings, ane 


Lords, and the Lord knows What, to look at chis ſtatement. 
Here is a form and ſyſtem of Government, that is better org. 
nized and better adminiſtered then any Government in the lese, 
; and-that for leſs than one hundred thouſand pounds per annum. 
and yet every Member of Congreſs receives, as'a compenſation” 
for his time and attendance on public buſineſs, one pound fe 
ſhillings per day, which is at the rate of nearly five hundred 
pounds a yen. RESO 
his is a government that has nothing to fear. It needs no . 3 
_ proclamation to deter people from writing and reading. k ® 
needs no political ſuperſtition to ſupport it. It was by encourag- Eg * 
ing diſcuſſion, and rendering the preſs free from all ſubjects of 
Government, that the principles of Government became unde 
ſtood in America, and the people are now enjoying the preſent 
bleſſings under it. Y ou hear of no nots, tumults, and diſorders A 
in that country; becauſe there exiſts no cauſe to produce them A 
"Thoſe things are never the effect of Freedom, but of reſtraint, 
oppreſſion, and exceſſive taxation. 1 ta nth 1 
In America there is not that claſs of poor and wretched: | 
that are ſo numerouſly diſperſed all over England, and Who are ö 
to be told by a proclamation, that they are happy; and this is in 
a great meaſure to he accounted for, not by the difference \of 5 
proclamations, but by the difference of governments and the dif- 5 
ference of taxes between that country and this. What the la- 
bouring people of that country earn they apply to their own uſe, 
and to the education of their children, and do not pay it away in 
taxes as faſt as they earn it, to ſupport Court extravagance, and. 
a long enormous liſt of Placemen and Penſioners; and beſides 
this, they have learned the manly doctrine of reverencing them. 
ſelves, and conſequently of reſpecting each other; and they laugh” 
at thoſe imaginary beings called Kings and Lords, and all the 
fraudulent trumpery of Courses. „ | 2 
« When Placemen and Penſioners, or thoſe who expe& © 
to be ſuch, are laviſh in praiſe of a Government, it is not a fign 
of its being a good one. The penſion lift alone, in England | - 
(See Sir John Sinclair's Hiſtory of the Revenue, page 6, of he 
Appendix) is one hundred and ſeven thouſand four hundred an& © 
four pounds, ww/hz:ch is more than the exfience of the whole govern= | 
ment of America amounts to. And I arm more convinced than bi 
fore, that the offer that, was made to me of a thouſand pounds Þ 
for the copy-right of the Second Part of the R:ghts of Man, to. 
2 with the remaining copy-right of the Firſt Part, was to 
have affected, by a quick ſuppreſſion, what is now attempted to 
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part of the means of enquiring into this affair, when the miniſ- 
mu ſhall pleaſe to bring their ee N to iſſue. . But to return 
„ N mmbject. — 
I have ſaid, in the Second Part of Rights of Man, and I 
* repeat it here, that the ſervice of any man, whether called King, 
Preſident, Senator, Legiſlator, or any thing elſe, cannot be worth 
more to any country, in die regular routine of office, than ten 
. E pounds per annum. We have a better man in America, 
and more of a gentleman, than any King I ever knew of, who 


' fixed at 1 thouſand two hundred and ſixty- ve pounds, he 
x does not accept: it, and it is only the incidental expences that are 


render him valuable, for without theſe, Kings and Lords, and 


Preſidents; are but jingling names. 
But without troubling myſelf about Conſtitutions of Goren. 


| ment, I haveſhewn, in the Second Part of Rights of Man, that 
an alliance may be formed between England, France, and Ame- 


ut back to one million and an half, viz. 


HK „5 Civil expence of Government, * = L-500,000 

ö 5 5 Ho Army. = - = $09,000 
y | | N 8 8 — — — * $00,000 5 
— | 04 0 2, /$-xpaeddd 


| 8 chis fra 7 is Bite times greater than the expences of 
nt in America; and it is alſo greater than the whole 


peace eftabliſhment of England amounted to about an hundred 
years ago. So much has the weight and oppreſſion of Taxes 


encreaſed ſince the Revolution, and rh ike ſince the year 


3 : 1714. 
as « To ſhew that the ſum of 500,00 oool. is ſufficient to defray 
all the civil expences of government, I have, in that work, an- 


nexed the following eſtimate for any country of the fame extent 


* England: 
* 4 the firſt place, tires hundred Repreſentatives, fairly 


elected, are ſufficient for all the purpoſes to which les 1 ation can 

ie 4 and preferable to a larger number. 
e Tf then an allowance, at the rate of five kundrel pounds per 
OD Ann. be made to every repreſentative, doducting for non-attend- 
ance, the expence, if the whole number "IN tix months each 
5 r, We 9 — _ — L. 75, 
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. Ades not ocaſion even half that expence; for, though the ſalary i is 


paid out of it/ The name by which a man is called is, of itſelf, 
but an empty thing. It is worth and character alone which can 


rica, and that the expence of government in England may be 


1 . 


5 Joux HORNE Tor. | | 
46 „ The Official Departments could not poſſibly al the fol- 


lowing number, with the falaries annexed mc ; 4. I 
- Three Officers, at 10,0001. each, 30,008, | EY 
-Ten _ at 5,0001. each 50 e 
Tu ditto, at 2,0001. etch, - . 45,000. | 
Forty ditto, at 1,0001. each, 0,007 


Two hundred dirt, at 5001. each, = 100,000 1 „ 
T bree hundred ditto, at 200l. each, 60000 7 

Five hundred ditto, at 100 l. each, 2 {5 5 

a hundred ditto, at 7 2 each, - $2,500 


2 4 


* 


Case. 
« If a nation choſe, it ds deduct four per cent. from al 


the offices, and make one of twenty thouſand pounds per annum, 
and ſtyle. the perſon who ſhould fill it, Xing, or Majeſty, or 
Madjeſty, or give him any other title. 

Taking, however, this ſum of one million and an bags 
an abundant ſupply. for all the expences of government under 
any form whatever, there will remain a ſurplus of nearly f& mil. 
lions and a half out of the preſent taxes, after paying the intereſt | 
of the National Debt ; 2 I have ſhewn, in the ſecond Part of 7 
Rights of Man, what appears to me the beſt mode of applying -- 
the ſurplus. money; for I am now ſpeaking of ©: perices and 
ſavings, and not of ſyſtems of government. | 

| «rf have, in the firſt place, A ee. the poor- rates at two mil 

Nord annually, and ſhewn that the firſt effectual ſtep would be 

to aboliſh the poor-rates entirely (which would be a ſaving of two 
millions to the houſe-keepers) and to remit four millions out of 

the ſurplus taxes to the poor, to be paid to.them in money, in pro- 
portion to the number of children in each family, and the num- 
ber of aged perſons. | 
] have eſtimated the number of perſons of both ſetres} in bab. „ 
land, of fifty years of age and upwards, at 420,000, and hae 
taken one-third of this number, viz. 140,000, to be poor people. ; . 

« To fave long calculations, I have taken 10,000 of them to. 
be upwards of l years of age and under ſixty, and the other 2 
to be ſixty years and upwards ; and to allow fix pounds per ann. 
to the former claſs, and ten pounds per ann. to the latter. The 
expence of which will be, | 85 . 
Seventy thouſand perſons at 61. per ann. * 420, 0 
e thouſand bg at rol. er 2 700,000. 
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Tk. will then r eemain of ahi four not 2,880,000 + 1 Dave ks. 
ſtated two different methods of appropriating this money. The *®* 9 } 
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| family, at the rate of three or four pounds per ann. for each child; 


| the other is, to apportion it according to the expence of living in 
- different counties; hut in either of theſe caſes it would, * 
with the allowance to be made to the aged, completely take off _ 
taxes from one-third of all the families in England, beſides re- 
ain all the other families from the burthen of poor-rates. | 
be whole number of families in England, alotting five ſouls 
to each family, is one million four hundred thouſand, of which 
I take one-third, viz. 466,666 to be poor families, who now pay 
four millions of taxes, and that the pooreſt pays at leaft faur gui- 
neas a year; and that the other thirteen millions are paid by the 
other two-thirds. The plan, therefore, as ſtated in the work is, 
firſt}, to remit or repay, as is already ſtated, this ſum of four mil- 
hons.to the pobr, becauſe it is impoſſible to ſeparate them from 
the others in the preſent mode of collecting taxes on articles f 
cConfumption; and, ſecondly,” to aboliſh the poor- rates, the houſe 
and window-light tax, and to change the Commutation Tax into 
2 progreſſive tax on large eſtates, the particulars of all which are 
_  fet forth in the work, and to which I deſire Mr. Adam to refer 
_ for particulars. I ſhall here content myſelf with ſaying, that to 
à town. of the population of Mancheſter, it will make a differ- 
| ence in its favour, compared with the preſent ſtate of things, of 
_ _ upwards of fifty thouſand pounds annually, and ſo in proportion 
to all other places throughout the nation. This certainly is of 
M more conſequence, than that the ſame ſums ſhould be collected 
3 to be afterwards ſpent by riotous and profligate courtiers, and 
m am nightly revels at the Star and Garter Tavern, Pall-Mall. 
ee will conclude this part of my letter with an extract from 
tte Second Part of Rights of Man, which Mr. Dundas (a man 
* rolling in luxury at the expence of the nation) has branded with 
5 tte epithet of wicked.” . 
»]ũ e By the operation of this plan, the poor laws, thoſe inſtru- 
| ments of civil torture, will be ſuperſeded, and the wafteful ex- 
pence of litigation prevented. The hearts of the humane will 
not be ſhocked by ragged and hungry children, and perſons of 
ſeventy and 8 of age begging for bread. The dying 
Poor will not be dragged from place to place, to breathe their laſt, 
 _—© ® as a repriſal of pariſh upon pariſh. Widows will have a main- 
{ ©  , » tenance for their children, and not be carted away, on the death 
"  _ _, of their huſbands, like culprits. and criminals, and children will 
| no longer be conſidered as increaſing the diſtreſſes of their parents. 
- The haunts of the wretched will be known, becauſe it will be 
'. to their advantage, and the number of petty crimes, the offspring 
of poverty and diſtreſs, will be leflened. The poor, as well as 
+ the rich, will then be intereſted in the ſupport of government, 
een of not, and tun fals wall . 
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Ye who ſit in eaſe, and ſolace yourſelves in plenty, and ſuch ' © 
there are in Turkey and Ruſſia as well as in England, and who _ 


ſay to yourſelves, are we not well off? Have ye thought of 
theſe things? When ye do, ye will ceaſe to ſpeak and feel for 


% 


yourſelves alone. Rights of Man, Part II. p. 136. | 
«© After this remiſhon of four millions be made, and the Poor 


Rates and Houſe and Window-light Tax be aboliſhed, and the 


Commutation Tax changed, there will ſtill remain nearly one 
million and an half of ſurplus taxes; and as by an alliance be- 
tween England, France, and America, armies and navies will, in 
a great meaſure be rendered unneceſſary ; and as men who have 


either been brought up in, or long habited to, thoſe lines of life, 


are {till citizens of a nation in common with the reſt, and haye 

a right to participate in all plans of national benefit, it is ſtated 

in that work (Rights of Man, Part II.) to apply annually 

507,0001. out of the ſurplus taxes to this purpoſe in the follow- 

ing manner: £ 5 

To fifteen thouſand diſbanded ſoldiers, at 3s. per week | 

each (clear of deductions) during life, - - - 117;000 ' 
Additional pay to the remaining ſoldiers, per ann. - 19,500 
To the officers of the diſbanded corps, during life, the 


flame fum of =; - _- 117,000 
To fifteen thouſand diſbanded ſailors, 38. per week, 
during life, — — 117,000 


Additional pay to the remaining ſailors, = — 109,500 
To the officers of the diſbandedpart of the navy, during 
If.... 
3 + are ee es 1 L. og, ooo 
The limits to which it is proper to confine this letter, wil! 
not admit of my entering into further particulars. I addreſs it to 
Mr. Dundas, becauſe he took che lead in the debate, and he 
withes, I ſuppoſe, to appear conipicuous ; but the purport of it 
is to juſtify myſelf from the charge which Mr. Adam has made. 
This gentleman, as has been obſerved in the beginning of this 


letter, conſiders the writings of Harrington. Moore, and Hume, 


as juſtifiable and legal publications, becauſe they reaſoned by 
compariſon, though, in io doing, they ſhewed plans and ſyſtems . 
of government, not only different from, but preferable to, that © 


of England; and he accuſes me of endeavouring to confuſe, in- 


ſtead of producing a ſyſtem in the room of that which | had 
reaſoned againſt; whereas the fact is, that I have not only rea- 


Toned by compariſon of the Repreſentative ſy{fem agaiuft the 
Hereditary ſyſtem, but [ have gene furiher ; tor 1 have produced 


an inſlance of a Government eſtabliſhed entirely on the Repre- 
ſentative ſyſtem, under which much greater happineſs is enjoyed, * 
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much fewer taxes required, and much higher credit is eſtabliſhed, 
than under the ſyſtem of government in England. The Funds 
in England have riſen ſince the war only from 541. to 97 l. and 
they have been down, fince the Proclamation, to 871. whereas 
the Funds in America roſe in*the mean time from 101. to 1201,, 
His charge againſt me of deſtroying every principle of ſubordi- 
nation,“ is equally as groundleſs, which even a ſingle paragraph 
from the work will prove, and which I ſhall here quote: 

- + Formerly, when diviſions aroſe reſpecting Governments, re- 
courſe was had to the ſword, and a civil war enſued. That ſa- 
vage cuſtom is exploded by the new ſyſtem, and recovr/e is had 
10 a National Convention. Diſcuſſion, and the general will, ar- 
bitrates the queſtion, and to this private opinion yields with a 
good grace, and order is fireferved uninterrufited.” — Rights of 
pz „ 

- Mr. Law. If you look in the book you was juſt now read- 
ing, you will ſee an entry of the 6th of July, ordering the election 
of the fix perſons named in Mr. Hardy's letter; and that it 

thould be completed at the next meeting. 85 

Tord Preſident. Upon what date were they ballotted for? 

Mr. Law. On the 33th of July. 5 0 


; (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) . ä 
«4 At a meeting held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Fri- 
day, 13th July, 1792. 

% Reſolved, That the gentlemen recommended by the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, to be admitted aſſociates, are elected 
members. / | ye | = 

Mr. Attorney General. We are going to read a letter from 
| Hardy to Mr. Tooke, found among Mr. Tooke's papers, giv- 

ing him an account of the proceedings of the London Corref- 
ponding Society. = i | OT, 

L. (T7 Mr. Thornton.) You are a clerk, I believe, at the 
police-office, Marlborough-ftreet ? Do 

A. Yes, Sir. = 0 . | | 

Q. Will you look at that paper (ftewing him a haſier) was 
that found by you? : h OD G02: Os. 

. Yes; Sir. N | 

. Where was it found? | | Mt 

A. In Mr. Horne Tooke's houſe. 55 


{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
„ . Th Set 
I willeſteem it a particular favour if you can recolle&t 
to bring in your pocket, on Friday, the letter which I ſent to you 
about three or four weeks ago, as I am rather at a loſs to write 


JOHN HORNE TobkE. _ >\th- 


do the gentlemen without being in poſſeſſion of his letter. We 
keep ſtill encreaſing in number, knowledge, and ſtability, and we 
are about to plant two more Colonies next week, which will make 
oy : . ith and 12th Diviſions. The ſituation promiſes to be very 
lle. | | 7 1 
I am, Sir, with great reſpect, your moſt humble ſervant, 
f THOMAS HARDY. 


„ Dated 24th July, 1792.“ 
Mr. Attorney General. We are going to give in evidence a 
letter of the 8th of Auguſt, 1792, from Mr. Hardy to Mr. 
Tooke, defiring him to reviſe a letter of the London Correſ- 
ponding Society; and defiring his opinion, whether it was pro- 
per he ſhould ſend a letter to the Secretary of the London Con- 
ſtitutional N | 1 . 
Q. (To Mr. Ihomſiſon, fhewing him a fafeer.) Where did you 
find that paper? | TW | TRY 
A. At Mr. Horne Tooke's houſe. 
- { Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
„ Dated Auguſt 8th, 1794, ſigned Thomas Hardy, addreſſed to 
| : John Horne Tooke, Eſq. | | 
n | | 
& I take the liberty of ſending you a true copy of the Addreſs 
to the Public from the London Correſponding Society, and 
hope it will merit your attention, and in ſome meaſure your ap- 
probation ; ſhould be extremely happy to be favoured with your 
opinion of it before we print it, which we expect to do before 
Monday. Ts it proper to ſend a copy to the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information, next week, as the Society does not 
meet before the laſt Friday of September? | | 
J am, Sir, with great reſpect, your moſt obedient 
« humble ſervant, . 
. „ TRHOMAS HARDY.” 
. Croſs-Examined by Mr. TookE. | 
O. Where did Mr. Thompſon find that letter? : 
A. I eannot exactly ſay in what part of the houſe? 
Q. Did you find it yourſelf, or did any other perſon give it 
ou? | - ; 
: A. ] picked it out myſelf, and ſhewed it to Mr. Ford; and 


| Mr. Ford:told me to mark it. 


O. Did you attend Ford to look over my papers? 
A. I did. . e 
L. Did he or you look them out? 
A. I picked them out. 5 


2. Who elſe was there? „„ i . 5 


— eiiiem nt oF 


A. Mr. Thornton, Mr. Froſt, and Mr. Vaughan. Mr. 
Ford told me ſuch as I picked out to mark them. | TR 

: Q. * you take all the papers that were found in my 
oule ET DT | | 

A. No; Mr. Thornton took ſome—what I marked I gave to 
Mr. Ford. | 

Mr. Zooke. I do not wiſh to contend the papers were not 
found in my houſe, but I want to underſtand how it came to 
paſs one gentleman has a warrant to take my papers, and then 
- 1 of others are brought to prove them being found 

ere | | 

. Had you a warrant to take my papers? 
A. No. : "I ] 

Mr. Tooke. I want to know what kind of ſeizure of papers 
this is—Here has been a troop of officers ſent to my houſe, 
and I cannot tell what I have loſt; there may have been more 
papers taken away than can be examined in a year. I cannot 


tel] what they took. | | | 
L. Mr. Froſt and Mr. Ford were there Did they look at 
them?; | e 5 | 
A No.” | | 
Q. Can you tell how many was taken ? 
A. No. | 


. You was not the only man that took them ? | 
A. No; ſometimes they were given to Mr. Thornton, and 
ſometimes to Mr. Ford. ! FO 
Q. No other perſon but Mr. Thornton and Mr. Ford had 
them ? by | 
A. Not as I know of. | 
_ _ General. You ſay Froſt and Vaughan were by? 
A. Yes. | * 
Q. Did they look at the papers at all ? 5 
Al. I believe they might I am pretty certain Mr. Vaughan 
attended and took a liſt of all the papers. ; 
Mr. Tote. You belong to the police- office. Lou are a 
police-officer ? „„ 
A. Lam. I belong to to the office at Whitechapel. 
1. * you ſay whether Mr. Vaughan ſaw all that were 
ta ken | 
A. There were certain papers taken 2 ene EK | 
N. Laſk you whether you ſuppoſe Mr. Vaughan to be poſſeſſed 


of ſuch ſenſes as to determine what another man does without 
ſeeing ?—Have you ſuch ſenſes? Can you tell how far his eyes 
reached ? NED fe 70 Os, | 
A. I can ſpeak for myſelf. I believe Mr. Vaughan took a 
copy, or a liſt; and there was a copy of it given to Mr. Ford. 
| 1 N : r. 


& 
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Mr. aue Gavral e had no e but a war- 
"nad 135 
A. No. P 

Q. And that was granted i in the uſual way Y 

A. I cannot ſay. I don't underſtand the practice. 

Mr. Attorney - vl Lam going to read a paper, likewiſe 
found. i in the cuſtody of Mr. Tooke, being a letter from Mar- 

arot, who became one of the aſſociated members, to Mr. 

Toke, defiring his opinion about the Addrels to che National 
Convention, dated 15th Sept. 1792. 

Q. (To Thornton, fhewing hum a hafier. } Where did TING find | 
that ? 

A. At Mr. Tooke's houſe, at Win 


(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


60 Dated Saturday, 15th September, 1792, High Street, St. 


Mary-le-bone, addreſſed to J. H. Tooke, Eſq. 
6 Mr. Margarot wiſhes to ſubmit to Mr. Tooke's coll. 


deration, whether a plan might not be adopted for obtaining the 
aſſent of all the different Societies throughout the nation, to an 


united, but ſafe declaration; aſſuring the French, that we enter- 
tain the mot friendly diſpoſitions, dec. &c. towards them; ; and, 
that we will, to the utmoſt of our power, diſcountenance all 
hoſtile attempts, on the part of Miniſtry, ſhould the latter be baſe 
enough to forfeit the nation's pledg faith of neutrality. Mr. 
M. conceives ſuch a meaſure will prove more uſeful than a 
partial, and, perhaps, comparatively ſpeaking, inconſiderable 
ſubſcription ; which, however, would be no ways impeded 
thereby. A fimilar declaration would certainly quiet their jea- 
louſies with regard to the Engliſh, and would encourage them 
in their arduous ſtruggle, while numbers of well wiſhers to their 
cauſe, who might come forward here with only their ſignatures 
to the declaration, would give a moſt levere check to all open, or 
even underhanded miniſterial attempts.” 

Mr. Attorney General. There is a letter dated next day, 16th 
September, 1792, from Mr. Hardy to Mr. Tooke, and found in 


his poſſeſſion. 
(4 fra on fhewn to Mr. Thornton.) © 

Mr. Tl his I alſo found in Mr. Tooke 8 houſe, at 
Wimbledon. 

Mr. Toote. Did Mr. Thornton read that letter chat is ſhewn 
him here? 

A. I think not. I might look it over curſorily. 

Q. When you read that part, wiſhing to quiet the jealouſies of 
the French, did net you think the adminiſtration then would have 
been wory A it had "_ done N < „ 


/ 
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Mr. Bower. pardon, but it is for the ſake of regular 
procceding, I _ op that queſtion. It is too much to have. 
a witneſs aſked, that ſeized papers, what he thought upon reading 
Wo. it has not a colour or-reſemblance of evidence. | 
Mr. Tooke. If I am wrong, I ſhall take the firſt hint from 
wy Lordſhips: but if a man has his papers ſeized, I conceive 
be has a right to aſk after their contents ;—here are letters found 
houſe ſent from other perſons, it not being proved I have 
Hi Jonie any thing under them. 
Tord Prefiaent. Is your obſervation -put into the ſhape of 2 
- queſtion—it it is, IJ. am afraid it is not evidence. | 


Mr. Tooke. If I am wrong—l am ſorry for it. 


. 7 Read by the Clerk of the Curt. 3 


46 + Signed Thomas Hardy, 16th September, 1792, addreſſed to 
Pu 3 Horne Tooke, 98 Wee Bain, 15 
F 
. * I ſhould be lad to know your opinion upon the propoſigun 
fubmitted to your judgment by Mr. Margarot. I think with 
him, that it would have a good effect, at the ſame time the ſub- 
ſcription to go on as it now does. Ten or twenty ſignatures 
would have more weight than as many thouſand en for ten 
men 5 ſubſcribe that ſum. = 


66 am, Bit, e reſpect your moſt W ſervant, 
„% THOMAS HaRDy.” 


| Mr. 1 Sar Now go to the 28th September, 1792. 
| Does Mr. Tooke and Mr. Hardy appear to be preſent ? * 2 
Clerk of the Arraigns. Ves, Sir. | 


3 (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


Read the following letter from the ſecretary of the London Con. | 
reſponding Society, to-D. Adams, OY to - e 
for 3 Information: 

(( IR 5 
« The London Correſponding Society having taken the reſo- 
* lution of tranſmitting to the French National Convention an 
addreſs (ſigned by all the members, or by the different delegates, 
each ſtating for how many members he ſigns) to aſſure that ſuffer- 
ing nation that we ſympathiſe with them intheir misfortunes—that 
we view their exertions with admiration—that we with to give 
them all ſuch countenance and ſupport as individuals, unſup- 
ported and oppreſſed themſelves, can afford; and that ſhould | 
thoſe in power here dare (in violation to the nation's pledged 
faithof neutrality, and in oppoſition to the well-known ſeuti- 
ments of the people at large) to join the German band of deſpots 


nid — Ulgerty, we diſclayn all Gs areas, ail. 
TGA 1 "0 


| 


% 
\ 5 


will, to a man, exert every juſtifiable. means for counteraQing. 
their raachinations againlt "the the freedom and the- Harra 1 
mankind. 

e, Tam ordered by the committee to acquaint. the -Soglera bor 
Conſtitutional 2 therewith, in order to be — 


ith their opinions thereon, and in hopes that if they approve the 


idea, and recommend its adoption to the different ſocieties, the 
publication of ſuch. a reſpectable number of real names will 
greatly check the hoſtile Or which e eben be b 
IN a eution. 

| 1 hn. —_ great reſpect, ER 2 


66 Dean Sir, 


6 Lk es 21, 1792, our very humble 8 5 


« No. 9, Piccadilly, near 5 T. 3 
« Top of the Haymarket.” 
$8 Reſohed, That the ſecretary expreſs the thanks of this 
ſociety to the London Correſponding-Sagiety, for their commu- 
nication; and acquaint them, that this ſociety do "a haghly- 
approve of their intention. : 
_ 46. Reſolved, That the ſaid letter ha read at the next ; meeting, | 
for the purpoſe of cooling of publiſhing the ſame.” 
{ Another . Read by the Clerłk. 7) 0 
40 Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
preſent, Mr. J. H. Tooke: 
Le” Reſolved, That the letter from the Correſponding Society, - 
entered on the minutes of the laſt meeting, together with che 
reſolution of the n thereon, be publiſhed in the news- 
papers.” | 
Mir: Attorney General. Now go to the 28th September. 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
1 Reſolved, That the ſecretary ' expreſs the thanks of this 
ſociety to the London Correſponding Society, for their commu- 


nication ; and acquaint them that this fociety do es highly ap- 


prove of. their intention.“ 
Mr, Attorney General. I now produce a paper, "dated 6th 
Avguſt, i792. (To Mr. Lanzun, a frafier being ſhewn AD. 


Where did you find that? et. 


A. This i 15 one that was found in Mr. Hardy” 8 houſe. 
{ Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


* Addreſs Gre the London Correſponding Society to the Inha- Wo 
| bitants of Great Britain, on the e of a Fans | 


tary Reform. * 
„% FELLOW CininnIC 


* Of every rank and every Gtuation i in "iis rich, poor, 1 
or low, we addreſs you all as our brethren, on a ſubject of the 


e CN and moſt imer * with the * 
| are 


Joux HORNE TOOKE. . 1 


{1 


Strand, Friday, Oct. 85 17923 + 


fare of every individual who deems liberty a bleſſing, who par- 
takes in the proſperity. of his country, and who wiſhes to tranſ- 
mit as much of either as he poſſibly can, to poſterity. 
Vninfluenced by party pique or ſelfiſh motives—no ways 
affrighted at the frowns of power not in the leaſt awed by the 
evidently hoſtile preparations of a much alarmed Ariſtocracy, 
We, the London Correſponding Society, united with a view of 
obtaining a 7horough Parliamentary Reform,>anxioully demand 
your ſerious and moſt collected attention to the preſent vitiated 
State of the Britiſ Government; we entreat you to examine 
coolly and impartially the numerous abuſes that prevail therein, 
their deſtructive conſequences on the poor, and their evil ten- 
dency on all, as alſo the rapidity with which theſe abuſes encreaſe, 


both in number and magnitude. : | 

Wie next ſubmit to your examination an effectual mode of 
putting a ſtop to them, and of thereby reſtoring to our no leſs 
boaſted than impaired Gonſtitution, its priſtine vigour and pu- 
Tity ; and we thereunth, waxmly ſolicit the junction of your 
og roo ... ĩ 

This great end hgever we believe attainable, ſolely, by 
the whole nation deeply: imprefied with a ſenſe of its wrongs. 
uniting, and as it were with one voice demanding of thoſe to 
whom fora while it has entruſted its Sovereignty, a reſtoration 
of Annual elected Purliaments, unbiaſſed and unbought Elections, 
and an equal Refire ſentation.of the Whole Body of the Peafile. 
Leaving to the enemies of Freedom, all violent, tumultuous, 
and unconſtitutional proceedings, we invite you to peaceful, 
well regulated, and neighbourly meetings, wherein induſtrious 
worthy citizens may, as honeſt men, as good patriots, in a rea- 
ſonable and ſenſible manner, laying aſide prejudice, ſeriouſly 
and earneſtly take into conſideration their rights, and the welfare 
of the preſent and ſucceeding generation 
As men can never barter away the rights of their poſterity— _. 
as encroachments on liberty or property ceaſe not to be grievan- 
ces from their being cuſtomary and of long ſtanding—and as: 


i 


grievance is not the leſs felt for being denied by thoſe who cauſe - 


it—feeling grievances enormous, —ſceing our liberties encroached 
upon and endeavoured to be entirely purloined from us—as alſo 
tat our plaints are derided by government, and ourſelyes unlaw-- 
fully menaced by thoſe in power, we call upon you all, Britons, 
to remember your privileges, as ſuch, and to aſſert your Rights 
as Men---to pay all proper regard to your natiye freedom, and 
to conſider that, being the property of no one man, nor of any ſer 
of men, it is highly diſgraceful for you to ſuffer yourſelves any 
longer to be thus enſlaved and diſpoſed of as cattle in a fair, as 
irrational beaſts in a market, to the higheſt bidder. 
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e Laying afide all pretenſions to originality, we elaim no other 
merit, than that of reconfidering and verifying what has already 

been urged in our common cauſe by the Duke of Richmond, 
Mr. Pitt, and their then honeſt party, years back, now differing 
from them, we fupport with candour and zeal (thereby proving 
_ ourſelves no courtiers) the banner of truth already diſplayed 
againſt the oppreffors of mankind, and we take a pride in acknow-. 
ledging ourſelves a part of that uſeful claſs of citizens Which 
placemen, (penſioned with the extorted produce of our daily 
labour) and proud nobility wallowing in riches, (acquired ſome- 
how) affect to treat with a contempt too degrading for human 
nature to bear, , unleſs reconciled to it by the reflection, that 
though their inferiors in rank and fortune, we equal them in 
talents and excel them in honeſty. oo * : 
far 


« Still, Friends and Fellow Citizens, poſfeſſed of ſouls. far 
cheſe oppreſſors, theſe 
ontemn them, and 


ſuperior to the evil ſpirit influencing 
debaſers of mankind, inſtead of 
our motive is not vengeance 
A conſtitution we 3 
believe it if good, it all; 
if excellent, as many aflq 
means thereof Let it the 
mined— if it is really what 
Eknovn—if faulty it cann& 
that be done by a more comped 
fenſe of the whole nation. W PLN 
It is the right of every individual to be well acquainted witir 
the laws that binds him---but how is the peaſant, the mechanic, 
the manufacturer to obtain that neceſſary knowledge his time 
fully employed in labour ing hard to provide a ſcanty meal for 
his family, and in earning where with to ſatisfy the frequent and 
peremptory demands of ſurly tax-gatherers---he has no leiſure 
for ſuch intricate political reſearches; and even was he, by ſteal- 
ing that leiſure from his labour or his ſleep, to acquire the 
deſired inſight, ſtill with ſpirits depreſſed by his ſufferings, with 
fears encreaſed by the clamourous threats of the penſioned all 
_ devouring locuſts in office, the ſore oppreſſed ſubject feels the 
remedy to be far out of his reach, and dreads the conſequence of 
being even ſuppoſed to know how greatly he is wronged---Snch 
being the forlorn ſituation of three-fourths of the nation, how 
are Britons to obtain information and redreſs? Will the Court, 
will Miniſtry afford either? Will Parliament grant them? 
Will the Nobles or the Clergy eaſe the people's ſufferings ? No. 
Experience- tells us, and proclamations confirm it, that- the 
_ intereſt and intention of power are combined to keep the nation 
wtorpid ignorancet ek On En 


ve are willing to 
gaining peopl — 
point out the | 


carefully exa- 


3 — 


8 


* 


\ 
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The only reſource then, Friends and Fellow Citizens, 
will be found in thoſe ſocieties which, inſtituted with a view 
to the public good, promote a general inſtruction of our rights 
as men, e the abuſes of thoſe in power, and point out the 

only conſtitutional, the only effectual means of forwarding a. 
public inveſtigation, and obtaining a complete redreſs for a people 


in whoſe credulous good nature originated their preſent diffi- 
culties. {SE 


* 


„We will not hurt your feelings by a minute detail of our 


common grievances, you cannot be ignorant, Friends and Fel- 


low Sufferers, how generally power, place, penſion, and title, 
are the rewards of men whoſe ſervice to the Court have been of 
the greateſt prejudice to the country, you painfully feel the 
conſequences—encreaſed taxes, a great part of which are moſt 
vilely ſquandered---a heavy national debt, begun with a deſign of 


forming a powerful and monied court party, continued with 
nearly the ſame viewy, Until its preſent enormons bulk, and from 


its commencement. militating againſt our liberties---too vitibly 


are the numerous encroachments on our rights, too common the 


+ 


<<" 


„ 
* 


inſolence of office, the venality of magiſtracy, the perverſion of 
the laws, the letting Jooſe the military on every occaſion, and 
thoſe occaſions . eagerly ſought. The ſubject's complaints 
derided---the one part ef the nation turned into ſpies and in- 
formers againſt the ther- - the but wherefore more? Is 
here not enough to prove, beyond a doubt, that while we boaſt 
the beſt conſtitution, the mildeſt laws, the freeſt government, we 


are in fact ſlaves | | | 


% Yet, Fellow Citizens, numerous as are our grievances, and 
cloſe rivetted as weighty the ſhackles on our freedom, reform 


i one abuſe, and the others will all diſappear if we once regain 


an annually elected Parliament; and that Parliament to be fairly 
choſen by all, the people will again ſhare in the government of 
their country; and their then unbought, unbiaſſed ſuffrages, muſt 
undoubtedly ſelect a majority of honeſt members, while the very 
tew unſound ones that may accidentally obtain ſeats, will, from 
the conſideration of their annual dependence on the people, think 


it highly adviſeable to continue the diſguiſe that procured them 


their election, and at leaſt-wear the maſk of honeſty---a maſk 
neither at all times neceſſary, nor at all times worn, in a ſeptenial 
Parliament. e . by: 

Lt no man imagine himſelf unconcerned in the propoſed 
reform---let no one think ſo meanly of his ſituation or abilities, 
as to ſuppoſe his coming forward will be of no ſervice to the 


, Cauſe of liberty | Numbers, union, and perſeverance, muſt in 


the end be crowned with ſucceſs, while compared with the ſmall 
efforts of each individual, aſſociating and thereby TEN | 
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the demand of the nation to be reſtored to its conſtitutional . 


rights, how great will appear the adyantages reſulting therefrom . 


«© An Honeſt Parliament 
«© An Annual Parliament! 


A Parliament wherein each Individual will have his Re- 


preſentative! | 


e Soon then ſhould we ſee our liberties reſtored, the preſs 


free, the laws ſimplified, judges unbiaſſed, juries independent, 


needleſs places and penſions retrenched, immoderate ſalaries 


reduced, the publc better ſerved, taxes diminiſhed, and the 
neceſſaries of life more within the reach of the poor, youth 


better educated, priſons leſs crowded, old age better provided for, 


and ſumptuous feaſts, at the expence of the ſtarving poor, leſs 
frequent. os Rn 

«+ Look not upon this, dear Countrymen, as an enthuſiaſtic 
viſion, but rather let us together take a calm and reaſonable re- 
view of ſuch an honeſt Parliament aſſembled let us in idea 
* curtail their ſeſſion unto even the ſhort duration of three 


months in one year, or fixty-four meetings, for doing the 
annual buſineſs of the nation---ſtill five hundred honeſt men 


meeting fixty-four times, with both intention and capacity to 
ſerve their country, muſt do ſomething, muſt employ their time 


ſomehow. Conteſted elections none, or very few, and ſoon _ 


determined; party debates, none, the intereſt of the people being 
one; long ſpeeches much diminiſhed, hongſt men ſeeking rea- 


ſon, not oratory; no placemen in the ſenate, corrupt influence 


dies away, and with it all tedious, obſtinate, miniſterial oppoſi- 


tion to meaſures calculated for the public good; deteſting chica- 
nery, oppreſſion, and injuſtice of every kind, this honeſt Parlia- 


ment, finding that the laws wanted ſimplification and arrange- 


ment, would ſet about it, however deſtructive their labours 
might prove to the ſordid intereſt of an ambitious judge, a proſ- 


tituted council, a packed jury, or a vile herd-of pettifoggers, 
; 9 juſtices, bailiffs, or runners. - _ © 8 
98. 


inding that a moſt extraordinary waſte of public money 


had taken place under the different pretences of places, penſions, 


contracts, armaments, ſubſides, ſecret ſervice money, &. our 

honeſt and annual Parliament would, after narrowly ſcrutiniz- 

ing the ſame, retrench every ſum needleſsly or wickedly laid out. 
« Recalling to their mind that wiſe 3 wholeſome proviſion 


of the 12th of William III. Chap. 2. enacting, that A reſo- 


lutions taken in the Privy Council ſhall be ſigned by fuch of the yo n 


ur- 


Privy Council as ſhall adviſe and conſent to the ſame. They would? by 
call for an immediate renewal of that long ſuſpended law, andy ; 
by fo doing, all deſtructive ſecret influence would be rooted up, aſted 
and the people could then, at all times, diſcoyer who were their erty, : 


friends, and who their foes. 


IE | B b 2 „ 


“nm ON 


The people's Parliament, finding that under various pre- 
tences grants of common land had been obtained by gras 


perſons,, no ways to the benefit of the community, but very muct 
to the diſtreſs of the poor, the ſame would be ſoon re ored to the 


public, and the robbed peaſant again enabled annually to ſupply 
his diſtreſſed family with an increaſed quantity of bread out of 
the profit ariſing from the liberty regained, of grazing a cow, 


two or three ſheep, or a brood of geeſe thereon: _ 

* With deteſtation would that Parliament view any man 
enjoy ng the emoluments of fix or ſeven places, either needleſs and 
overpaid, 


ſervice for which they pay their money. 
& Numerous other reforms would undoubtedly take place, 


even in the firſt ſeſſion of a Parliament ſo elected, dependent only 


on their electors, the people ; untorn therefore by taction, undi- 
vided by party, uncorrupted by miniſtry, and uninfluenced but 
by the public good. Every tranſaction would tend to reform, 
And a ſtrict economy, its natural conſequence, might ſoon ena- 
ble us to reduce our taxes, and, by the integrity of Parhament, 


that reduction would light upon ſuch objects as beſt might relieve 


the poor; this to the people would prove an advantageous and a 
novel ſeſſion, and to an honeſt Parliament not a e e. one. 
„Therefore Britons, Friends and Fellow Citizens, with 
hand and heart unite, claim what is your right, perſevere and be 
free, for who ſhall dare to withſtand our juſt demands !--- Op- 
Preſton, already trembling at the voice of individuals, will ſhrink 
away and diſappear for ever, when the nation united ſhall aſſert 
its privileges, and demand their reſtoration. 
Signed by Order. | 
| | e M. MARGAROT, Chairman. 
e . „T. HARD Secretary. | 
« Ordered, that the ſecretary of this ſociety do tranſmit 


the ſame cauſe. 


“ London, 6th Auguſt, 1992.” 


copies of the above to all the ſocieties in the nation, engaged in 


Mr. Attorney General. My Lord, we have read a letter to 


the London Correſponding Society, we ſhall now read one from 
them. * To the Clerk of Arraigns Was Mr. Tooke preſent ? 

les. . „ | GE 

- Mr. Martin? n Re, 7 

| B S8. ROE. | hey | 8 
onney ? . "BY | e 

WW _ | | | 
Q. Joyce? 8 


as requiring altogether but one officer, or elſe their 
leyeral duties 8 Hr , and the public thereby deprived of that 


1 Joux HORNE Took, © 19 
BB 4. mf 1 5 
_ Q. Richter? | 
Yes. : 


3 


Read by the Clerk of the Court.) T 
Read a Letter from the London Correſponding Society, with 
an incloſed Addreſs to the National Convention of France. 

«6. BIR -* | is. 0 
« Your favour of the 3d inſtant, informing us that our pro- 
poſal for addreſſing the French National Convention had met 
with the approbation of the Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 
mation; we have encloſed you a copy of the addreſs we have 
drawn up and mean to ſend, the Society at large having ap- 
proved of it. . | es” | 
Not in the leaſt preſuming to propoſe it for the adoption of 
your Society, ourſelves will joyfully throw it aſide, and as readily 
{ubſcribe to any production of yours better calculated to anſwer 
the purpoſe, and lefs unworthy being preſented to ſo auguſt an 
aſſembly. ef 253 
„ Should no other be produced, we imagine this plain but 
honeſt addreſs will be adopted by ſome other Societies, in concur- 

rence with our own, and, reſpecting the manner of ſigning, of 

conveying, and of preſenting it, your better experienced * Bd 
will greatly oblige, Gentlemen, 1 7 
5 $6 Four very humble ſervant, for the Committee of 
the London Correſponding Society, 
„ Maurice MARGAROT, Chairman. 
„FT. HARD, Secretary. 

„ Thurſday, Oct. 11, 1792.“ | EE: 

Mr. Attorney General. That is a letter found in the cuſtody 
of Adams, ſigned by Margarot and Hardy. Now read the en- 


- cloſure. 


Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
* FRENCHMEN, „ SN 
While foreign robbers are ravaging your territories, under 
the ſpecious pretext of juſtice, cruelty and deſolation leading on 
their van, perfidy with treachery bringing up their rear; yet 
mercy and friend{hip b held forth to the world as the 
ſole motive of their inciviſms—the opprefſed part of mankind, 
forgetang for a while their own ſufferings, feel only for yours, 
and with an anxious eye watch the event, fervently fupplicating 


the Almighty Ruler of the Univerſe to be favourable to your 
cauſe, ſo intimately blended with their own.  Frowned upon by 
an oppreſſive ſyſtem of controul, whoſe gradual but continued in- 
eroachments have deprived this nation of nearly all its nay | 
325 5 e _ Uvderty, 


1 


* 


n "Tar e 


liberty, aid brought us Ulmoſt.to that abject ſtate of lavery from 
which you have ſo emerged, five thouſand Britiſh citizens, in- 


_ dignant, manfully ſtep forth to reſcue their country from the op- 


probrium brought upon it by the ſupine conduct of thoſe in 
power; they conceive it to be the duty of Britons to countenance 
and aſſiſt, to the utmoſt of their power, the champions of human 
happineſs, and to ſwear to a nation, proceeding on the plan you 
have adopted, an inviolable friendſhip ; ſacred from this day be 
that friendſhip between us, and may vengeance to the uttermoſt 


* overtake the man who, hereafter, ſhall attempt to cauſe a rupture. 


Though we appear ſo few at preſent, be aſſured, French- 
men, that our number increaſes daily. It is true, that the ſtern 
uplifted arm of authority at preſent keeps back the timid : that 
buſily circulated impoſtures, hourly miſlead the credulous ; and 
that court intimacy with avowed French traitors has ſome effect 
on the unwary and on the ambitious ; but with certainty we can 
inform you, triends and freemen, that information makes a rapid 
progreſs among us; curioſity has taken poſſeſſion of the public 
mind; the conjoint reign of ignorance and deſpotiſm paſſes 


away; men now aſk each other what is freedom, what are our 
rights? Frenchmen, you are already free, and Britons are pre- 


Paring to become fo. Caſting far from us the criminal prejudices _ 
artfully inculcated by evil-minded men and wily courtiers, we, in- 
ſtead of natural enemies, at length diſcover in Frenchmen our 
felow-cttizens of the world, and our brethren by the ſame Hea- 


venly Father, who created us for the purpoſe of loving and mu- 
_ tually aſſiſting each other; but not to hate, and to be ever ready 


to cut each others throats at the command of weak or am- 
bitious kings and corrupt miniſters :—feeking, our real enenues, 


we find them in our boſoms, we feel ourſelves inwardly torn by, 
and ever the victims of, a reſtleſs and all-conſuming ariftocracy, ' 


hitherto the bane of every nation under the fun. Wiſely have 


Vou acted in expelling it from France. 


* Warm as our wiſhes are for your ſucceſs, eager as we are 
to behold Freedom triumphant, and man everywhere reſtored to 
the 5 of his juſt rights, a ſenſe of our duty, as orderly ci- 
tizens, forbids our flying to arms to your aſſiſtance; our govern- 
ment has pledged the national faith to remain neutral—in a 
ſtruggle of liberty againſt deſpotiſm, Britons remain neutral! O 


fame] but we have entruſted our king with diſcretionary 
powers, we therefore muſt obey—our hands are bound, 


but our 
hearts are free, and they are with you. _ „„ nant 
* Let German deſpots act as they pleaſe, we ſhall rejoice | 


at their fall, compathonating, however, their enſlaved ſubjects. 


We 


+» 


Jeu HORNE Took. 10% 


a we hich this tyranny of their maſters will ordwenths means of 
- re-inſtating, in the my enjoyment a their rights and m, : 
millions o uy fellow-creatures. _ | 
With unconcern, therefore, we view the elector of 1 | 
ver join his troops to traitors and robbers; but the king of Great 


Britain will do, well to remember that this: country is not Hanover 


 —ſhould he forget this diſtinction, we will not. 
While you enjoy the envied glory of being the unaided de- 
fenders of freedom, we fondly anticipate in idea, the numerous 
bleſſings mankind will enjoy. If you ſucceed, as we ardently 
- wiſh, the tripple alliance (not of crowns, but) of the people of 
| America, France, and Britain, will give freedom to Europe, a 
peace to the whole world. Dear friends, you combat for the 
advantage of the human race—how well purchaſed will be, 
though at the expence of much blood, the glorious unprecedented 
privilege of ſaying, mankind is free—tyrants and tyranny are no 
more - peace reigns on the earth, and this is the work * French- þ 
men.” 

% Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society be Kd to the 
London Correſponding Society for the above addreſs, tranſmitted 
by them; and that the Secretary acquaint them this Society do 
highly approve of the ſpirit of the ſame.“ | 
Mr. Attorney General. Go to the meeting of the Society 
held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, F 3 * 
October, 1792. 

Read by the Clerk of the Court. 


« Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to confer with 
the delegates of the London Correſponding Society, on the ad- . 
dreſs to the National Convention of France.“ 5 

Mr. Attorney General, Now go to the 26th Ge 
Mr. Tooke preſent? 8 

Clerk of Arraigns. Preſent, Mr. J. H. Tooke. 


1 Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


« The er read the report of the Committee appointed 
at the laſt meeting. 
6c Reſebred, That the 2 of that Committee be re- com- 
mitte | | 
«© Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, the 
purpoſe of the addreſs-drawn up by the London Correſponding 
8 will be much better an{wered by ſeparate addreſſes em 
the diffèrent Societies, than by one joint addreſs. bs 
| © Refolved, That at the next meeting of this Society may 
be conſidered an anſwer to the London Correſponding Society, 
om the ſubjeck of their letter, accompanying cheir addreſs to the = 
National Convention of France. 55 
n Reſolrod, 


r enn ane on 


5 


* Reſolved, That at the ſaid meeting the Society do attend to 


the example of the London Correſponding Society, and conſider 


of an addreſs to the National Convention of France.“ 
Mr. Attorney General. Go to the 2d of November—Does 


Mr. Tooke appear to be preſent? 


— 


Clerk of the Arraigns. Preſent, Mr. J. H. Tooke. 


{Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
« At à meeting at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 
Friday, 2d November, 1792; preſent, Mr. Tooke, Mr. 
Martm, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Bonney : 3 
“ Ordered, That the anſwer to the letter of the London Cor- 


Convention of France, be referred to a Committee. 
4 Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to conſider of 
an addreſs to the National Convention of France. | 
„ Reſolved, That Meſſrs. Barlow, Sinclair, and Tuffin, do 


compoſe the ſaid Committee, and be requeſted to make their re- 


port on Friday next.“ 


— 


reſponding Society, accompanying their addreſs to the National 


Mr. Attorney General. The import is, that Barlow, Sinclair, 


and Tuffin, thould prepare the addreſs. Now go to the th. of 
November. GL | | | 
1 eh {Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 


held at the Crown 'and Anchor Tavern in the Strand, 
Friday, oth November, 1792.“ 1 | 
Mr. Attorney General. Was Mr. Tooke preſent ? 
A. Mr. Tooke, preſent. | 1 
Q. Was Mr. Martin there likewiſe ? 
A. Yes, he was. | | 


Read by the Clerk of tlie Curt. J 
The Committee appointed at the laſt meeting to prepare an 


addreſs from this Society, to the National Convention of France, 
made their report, and produced the following addreſs ; which was 
read and approved. b Ls 


& 'The Society for Conſtitutional Information in London 
to the National Convention in France. | 

« Servants of a Sovereign Peofile, and Bencfactors of Mankind, 
We rejoice that your revolution has 2rrived at that point 


of perfection which will permit us to addreſs you by this title; 
t is the only one that can accord with the character of true le- 
giſlators. Every ſucceſſive epoch in your affairs has added ſome- 


thing to the triumphs of liberty ; and the glorious victory of the 
he fn... 191. 
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Toth of Avant, hag-hnaly. repared.the,way for.a-conſtitution, ' Þ& 
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whic you will eſtabliſh, on the b. 


nature. "al AW Ae K {1 $647, 23,008 Sri 3 e CIT AR: l 42% 8 
4 ene the maſs of deluſiqn,accumulated on mankind, 
to obſcure their-undexl andingss, ja Cannot be aſtoniſhed. at the 
oppoſition you have met with bath from tytants and ſlaves—. 
The inſtrument uſed againſt you by each of theſe claſſes is the ec 


« 


? * 


ſame; for in the genealogy of human miſeries, ignorance is at 
once the parent of oppreſſion and the child of fuhmiſſion. 
The events of every day are proving that your cauſe.is.cho- 
riſhed by the people in all your continental vicinity; that a ma- 
jority, of each of thoſe. nations. are your xeab friendaywhoſe.gow — — —&« |} 
vernments have tutored them into apparent foes, and that ther _— 
only wait to be delivered by your arms from the dreaded necel= - Bp 
ſity of fighting againſt them. 5 5 . 5 
« The condition of Engliſhmen is leſs to be deplored: here 
the hand of oppreſſion has not yet yentured completely to'raviſh — 
the pen from 4s, nor openly. to point the ſword at you. From 
boſoms burning with ardor in your cauſe, we tender you our 
warmeſt wiſhes for the full extent of its progreſs and ſucceſs. 5 | li 
is, indeed, a ſacred cauſe ; we cheriſh it as the pledge of your - . _ 
| happineſs, our natural and neareſt friends, and:wenely upon it as mz 
the bond of paternal union to the human race, in which, union 
our own nation will ſurely be one of the firſt to con 8 
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« Our government has ſtill the power, and perhaps the incli- 
nation, to employ hirelings to contradict us; but it is pur real 
opinion that we now ſpeak the ſentiments of a great majority of 
the'Englith nation. The people here are wearied with impoſture, 5 
and worn out with war. They have learned to reflect, that bo m 
the one and the other are the offspring of unnatural combinations _ 
in ſociety, as relative to ſyſtems of government, not the reſult of ß 
the natural temper of nations as relative to each other's poſition. 
Go on, legiſlators, in the work of human happineſs. The 
benefits will in part be ours, but the glory {hall be all your'own : 
it is the reward of your perſeverance: it is the prize of virtue. 
The ſparks of liberty preſerved in England for ages, like the 
coruſcations of the northern Aurora, ſerved but to ſhew the dark- 
neſs viſible in the reſt of Europe. The luſtre of the American 
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gende from: a N reveals the ſecrets: of all abel, and 

ates a new character in man. 5 . | 
6c In this career of improvement your 3 will be ſoon bol 
for nations, riſing from their lethargy, will reclaim the 


s 0 N Order of the Society, W 
WY: 993 „ SENMPLE, Sante 


4 „ D. Anne, Secretary. 


« Reſolved, That 15 dle of this N be given to the 
Committee who prepared the above addreſs.” 5 
Lord Preſident. Who were they? 
, Ae General. Barlow, Sinclair, and Toffn pre- 
P R 
* * 1550 Sens was in the chair. 22 CEO 


red 3 (Read by the Clerk of the Ci , 


125 Reſobved, That Mr. Barlow and Mr. Froſt, be deputed by 
ahi Society, to preſent the addreſs of this Society, at 15 Bar * 
the National Convention of France. 

* Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to Mr. 


Barlow and Mr. Froſt, for accepting the above deputation. * 


90 Reſolved, That the ſame reſolutions © be ſigned by the 
Q. ( CN Mr. Maclean * Te at that Paper” Hewing him a 


; hop Where did you find that? 


4 1 found that in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. 
244. » Read by the Clerk of the Court) 


: Gs Datel Paris, 29th November, 1792, ſigned Joel Barlow 1 
5 n Froſt, to the Society for Co cee Information | 
36 Bn Lenden 


Citizens and Aſſociates, - „ W 
.4 We have executed your commiſſion to o the National Con- 


vention at F rance, in a manner which we hope will meet your 


approbation. A tranſlation of the papers, herein encloſed, 


were yeſterday preſented at the Bar of the National Conven- 


tion, and received with univerſal applauſe ; after which the pre- 


ident gave us the kiſs of fraternity in behalf of the F rench 
nation, which we returned on behalf of our Societies. The 
ſcene drew tears from a crowded aſſembly, it was the reconci- 
liation of brothers who had long been excited to mor 
by miſunderſtanding and e impoſition, the wo 


_ "bled for ages was cloſed and forgot, and, by the voice of nature, 
hy . declared 


I enmit: 


that had 


it- ſhould 'never- more be opened. The preſident pro- 
Pr her ad a diſcourſe-i in anſwers wc we oe RA 5 1 
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rights of n man with a voice Which man cannot reſiſtt. 55 
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7 | | . 4 85 | < 1 | ; a Oy F * 
Mr. Attorney General. We are now going to read ſheir ad. 


dreſs to the Convention. 


: 


1 l i ben 
2. (To Maclean.) Where did you find that 

Vo ing im a frafier.) 1 441 * | "Js Mar if £73 1 U e 
A. In the poſſeſſion of Mr, Adam. 


ic 


Read by the Clerk of the Court.) . 


* 


Paris, 28th November, 1792, ſigned, Joel Barlow and 
% CITIAENS or FRANCE,. : ft he, "toon what” 
We are deputed by the; Society for Conſtitutional Info NA. 

tion in London, to preſent to you their congratulations on the, 

triumphs of liberty The ſociety had laboured long in the cauſe. 
with e of. ſucceſs, previous to the commencement of 
your revolution; conceive then their ſentiments of gr atitude,, 
. when they found reaſon acquiring that ſolidity, which promiſes to 
reward the labours of all good men, by ſecuring the happineſs of 
their fellow creatures. 5 „ 
„ Innumerable ſocieties of a ſimilar nature are now forming : 
in every part of England, Scotland, and Ireland, to obtain 3 
Reform After the example which France has given, the ſci- 
ence of revolutions will be rendered eaſy, and th -progrels,of | 
riſing liberty rapid; and it would not be ſtrange, if in a period. 
far thort of what we ſhould venture to predict, addreſſes, of feli- 
citation thould croſs the ſeas to a National Convention in Eng- 


« We are alſo commiſſioned to inform the Convention, that 

the ſociety whom we repreſent, have ſent to the ſoldiers of 

liberty a patriotic donation. of one thouſand pair of ſhoes, which 
are at this time\rrived at Calais, and the ſociety will continue 
ſending , one thouſand pair a week, for at leaſt fix weeks to 


| come; we only want to know tg whoſe care they ſhould, be 
addrefled.” 1 - 5 2 
Q. (To Mr. Maclean.) Where did you find that; (/Aqwing © 
him a frafier) or did you find it any where? 
A. 1 found it in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. Mr 
2 21 Attorney General, This is a tranſlation of the Preſident 8 
anſwer. „5 


kus by the Clerk of the Court.) 


— 


„ Braye Children of a Nation which has given luſtre to the 


two worlds, and great examples to the univerſe, you have 
addreſſed us with ſomething more than good wiſhes, ſince the 

Condition of our warriors has excited your ſolicitation,” the 
defenders of our liberties will one day be the ſupporters of your 

on you command our eſteem, you will accept our gratitude ; _ 
the ſons of liberty to the "_—_ will never forget the One | 
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Iohn Froſt, at the bar of the Conventions, |) 
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When the people of ! | 'a 
National Convention in wy ne Your iſland, it is ſaid, was 


as a French citizen, it will be my object, the reſt of my 
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a. b Eren niadidei<—the ſhades of Hampden and Sidney are 


hovering over your az and the moment cannot be far diſtant 
ance will offer their congratulations to a 


ſevered from the Continent By à great convulſion of the globe, 


*% 


but liberty will, repair the breach, in reſtoring the two nations 
to that harmony and friendſhip for which nature has deſigned 


“ Generous Republicans, your appearance in this place will 


form an epoch. in the hiſtory, of mankind ; hiſtory will conſe- 


crate the day when, from a nation long regarded as a rival, in 


the name of a great number of oo fellow citizens, you ap- 
a 


peared in the midſt of the Nation an 
ſhe will not forget to recount that our hearts expanded at the 


event. | 


Tell the ſociety that deputed you, and aſſure your fellow 


Convention of France; and 


citizens in general, that in your friends, the French, you have 


found men.” 


Mr. Soliciter General, (To Mr. Wuafall.) Ts that Mr. 


Tooke's hand-writing, Mr. W oodfall ? {fewing him a frafier.) 
oe tO SR 8 


. (17 Thornton.) Where did you find that? ¶ Mtetoing him 


a fraher. 
(Mr. Huſkiſon was called, and deſired to look at the French 
| __ cofiy, while the C lerk read the tranſlation.) 


= Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
e Mx. PRESIDENT, Wo 355 ' | 
Thirty years ago I travelled in France, when ſhe was 
enſlaved ; I received a thouſand civilities, and I was chagrined 
at her deſtiny. 3 | 3 5 | 

I now come to acquit myſelf af a ſmall part of my former 
debt to France—in a ſtate of freedom, I entreat her to accept 


f 


of theſe 4,000 livres, and to apply them to the expences of the 


war againſt all the bee who have dared, or ſhall dare to 
attempt againſt her liberty, without excepting any one, were it 


A. 1 found that in the houſe Mr. Horne Tooke, at Wimble- Fi 


even of my own country. As to the debt of honour e e | 


5 myſelf of it faithfully and with zeal.” 


2. (To Mr. Woodfall, flewing him a frafer.) Is that Mr. 
Tooke's hand-writing ? jj (x ⁵ Yn 
A. Ihat is Mr. Horne Tooke's, I believe. 5 

„ 9 mT” A | T. 


Y Mr. Solicitor General. (To Thornton.) Where did you find | 
I at ?- (/hewing hum a aer) ve le 
A. At Mr. Horne Tooke's houſe, at Wimbledon. 


e, to 


1 


* „ Jon HORNE rooxx. : 


ur. Dole. It is m hand-writin 
Mr. 1570 General. It is a — > a ha to res, 


{Read by the Clerk US the Court. 8 


5. +* 


40 87 Rn, 
hh You are now aware of Friends in England, Os + alt 


with to be uſeful to the liberty of the French, but we wiſh to 
know ſome one of your friends who reſides in London, and in 


whom you have an entire confidence, to whom we may give 


our money, in the aſſurance that it will be remitted to you With. 


out delay, and Without fraud. Mr. Froſt, to whom I entruſt 
this letter, is going to ſet out immediately with Mr. Paine, for 


Paris, and allows me no time for ceremony, if it were neceſſary. 


I requeſt you to ſend me the name of ſome Frenchman in Lon- 
don, merchant. or other, for the purpoſe above mentioned. 


We can now begin our contribution with 1,000. ſterling, and I 


have no doubt, but it will hereafter amount to ſeveral thouſands. 
If you conſider this ſtep in the ſame point of view that we do, 


yo u will ſee in it much advantage to the common cauſe of 


ngland and France; I entreat you to give me your ſentiments 


on the ſubject, and to point out to me any means by which I 


* be r to yoU: 
(Signed) . ]. H. Toon wo 

Jury. Pray, what is the date of that letter? 3 

. Clerk of the Arraigns. No date. 

Mr. Deine. It was ſent over by Mr. F Op log beat che 
"I | 
Mr. 8 8 Here i 18 the Aae to it, which will 
beſt ſhew the date. 

Q. (To Mr. Thompſon.) Where did you find that paper ? ? 


(/hewing him a Haier. 8. 
A. I found that in Mr. Horne Tooke* 8 poſſeſſion. | 9 


Q. (Ze Mr. Moodfall, fhewing him a fiaſter.) Be ſo good 
as to look at the other fide of that, and, at the end there is 


marked when it was received? 

A. The words are — received at Wimbledon, Wedneſlay, 
October+gth, which I take to be Mr. Tooke 8 NE. | 
Mr. Tooke. Yes, that is mine. 

Lord Preſident. This is the paper you are : going to read? 
Mr. Solicitor General, This is Petion's letter in anſwer., 


| (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


6 „ 1ſt Oct. 1792, the firſt year of the French Republic. 


E The Society of the Friends of Liberty and . ſiting ® FE 


at Laone, the capital of the department De L'aiſne, to the 
Patriotic Society of London, named the Society for Con- 


ſtitutional Information. | 
) a « Gelirous 
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to you, and their arms 


16k 
wr AN 
find that? 


read, to be found among the papers of Mr. Adams. 


as th. 


— 


1 


«« Generous Republicans, che philanthropic gift you have 


ſented to tlit᷑ warriors of France, ſhews the intereſt you take in 


the cauſe of liberty accept the thanks of the ſociety that does ho- 
nour to itſelf, in aſſuring you, the time is not perhaps far diſtant 


when the ſoldiers of ourliberty ſhall he able to teſtify their gratitude 
RO IR 


or you; we will acknowledge 


10 rights but the Rights of Man; then France and England ſhall 
5 together 2 treaty, of union, as laſting as the Seine and the 
Thames, and there, as here, ſhall exiſt no other dig than that 
of liberty, equality, and friendſhip—may that day of libe 
ſhjne upon the horizon of two nations formed to admire each 
0 X . 11720 31-31 fQ nt 0 8 A ten TY: 
Another ſigter read by the Clerk, of the Court.) 
% At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
Days 21ſt December, 1792 ; Mr. J. H. Tooke preſent.” ., 
«(To | 


+ 


4, Lond i at Mr Adain's houſe 


. 
Op | 
$4 #3 ks 


Wbat gate is it? 
A. December 21, 1792, 


þ > 
= SS 


TEE TRIAL OF 01 FO 2 


— 


Cad by the Clerk of the Cu. 
Read a letter from the Society of the Friends of Liberty and - 


Equality, at Macon, in the department of Siene and Loire. 


| ,* Ordered,, That the ſame be entered on the minutes of the 


ſociety. © © | f 
wr Reſolved, That Mr. H. Tooke, Mr. Moore, Mr. Watt, 
Lord Semple, Mr. Gerald, | Mr. Kyd, Mr. F itzgerald, and 
Mr. Bonney, be a committee for foreign correſpondence, . 
to the committee for foreign correſpondence. e 

« - Ordered, that the proceedings of the committee for foreign 


'_ «© Reſolved, That the letter fromthe faid ſociety be referred 


* 


correſpondence be entered in a ſeparate book.“ 


Mr. Bower. The laſt witneſs proved the paper going to be | 


” 


4: (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) Ay 
« Firſt year of the French Republic, December, 6, 1792 4 


* 


„The Society of the Friends of Liberty and Equality, eſta- 


bliſhed at Macon, in the department of the Siene and 
Loire, to the Conſtitutional Society in London. f . 


es, Citizens, our brethren and friends, the 10th of 
5 Ar 1792, fhall be diſtinguiſhed in the annals of the world 

he day of triumph and liberty; our firſt revolution did but 
ſhew to us the ſalutary principles of the imperceptible rights of 


man; all, except the unprincipled enemies of humanity, adopted 
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them 
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JOHN -HORNE= TOOKE, * | : 207 7 


| them with enthuſiaſm: It was chen we formed ourſelves into a 
ſociety, in order the better to impreſs them on ourſelves, and after 


* 


Wards to teach them to our fellow citizens 
Our firſt conſtitution had canſulted them, but hall not 


always taken them for its. baſis, the difference of paſſions, the 


force of habit, the impreſſions of prejudices, and the power 


of intrigues, employed in our conſtituted aſſembly, found 
the ſecret to preſerve ſufficient authority to our tyrants to 
extinguiſh, for ſome time, the ſacred rights of nature, and to 


re-eſtabliſh deſpotiſm on its throne of iron; but royalty thus pre- 


ſerved, was not content with the victory that thus ſecured to it 


that great number of corrupt perſons who ſurrounded it, it was 


impatient to reap the fruits that it appeared to promiſe itſelf, 
but its too great eagerneſs has haſtened its ruin, and ſecured the 
triumph of reaſon.— The French ſoon became ſenſible of the 
imperfection of their firſt laws, they ſaw that they made a ſur- 


render of the rights of liberty and equality, which they embraced ; 


they raiſed themſelves anew to make laws impartial and humane; 


from thence the neceſſary revolution on the roth of Auguſt, 1792; | 


from thence the ſecond revolution, which is only the completion 
of the firſt, which has received our voices and our oaths, and 


| which we will bleſs for ever; and which leads us, as we hope it 
will, to the happineſs of the nation; it conſtantly maintains che 
liberty and equality, of the people; let tyrants calumniate them, 


we deſpiſe them too much to condeſcend to anſwer them, or to 
ſeek for their eſteem. That which flatters us is the intereſt yon 
take in our labours, and your attention to contribute to the 
ſucceſs of our arms; we ee eſteem, we are proud of 
your approbation, we ſmile at the expreſſion of the ſentiments 
vou manifeſted to our repreſentatives ; we behold the nation of 
. raiſe itſelf for the cauſe of humanity; we behold the 


brave Englith become our friends, and adopt our principles; 


we ſay to ourſelves with pleaſure, ſoon will they become our 
allies, and, uniting in our efforts, we ſhall go on to deliver the 
univerſe from the yoke. of tyrants, to reſtore the nation to reaſon 
and liberty. That day is not far diſtant, if we may rely upon 
our own courage, and yours; in the mean time - receive our 


thanks, and correſpond with brethren, who ſet; a high value an 


— 


your eſteem. ; (Signed) ; Es FTE. are on, 9227 

| V Vounger, Preſident. 
e e SANG, Secretary. 3 
Mr. Attorney General. My, Lord, I am going to prove an 


74 1444 1 
e | 


entry of the 5th October, 1792, namely, a letter from Joel 

Barlow, conyeying to the Conſtitutional Society, a book of his, 
addreſſed. to the, National Convention.—lt was read upon Mr. 
VV - 5 | 


NI 5 1 


* 


* C 
mem ine ue ao wot ty ery os, oY oo w 


: . * 
; 8 2 1 . ot. 
— r 1 — . —— one 
en N — ——— — #1 
on rr r = r 


— — 


R 
4 RP 2 fs ns 
4 110 


* 
£ i + ah 4 * ' 
, ̃ . ⁵ rar 7 YO 
nr i Te - . 


* P * * 
: 9 : N 
= . 1 0 
4 "i my 
7 * 2 
- „ * 
bo - 
* * 
— + 
rer 8 
LET ww V+, * $a, 4 >< << — — — 
% * 2 9 
„1 2. £* N bo = = - — — — — — _ _ = — = 


* 
n \ "v1 
4 | 

2 - 
i 2 F . . 4 : : ” . 4 
e —ůů ů*i— —ů—— — — — — 
8 — . wo 22 K„＋Kj6 ror oo AD oe one & — 2 2 

3 — * 
p — nn EIFPIR ET ITE 4 r 


OI 2 


r 
— * 2 


„ . | TUE-/TRIAL or 


T OTE 0 he Clerk of the Carts) (1. PE. 
q „ At a mie of the Conſtitutional Society, kad 10 FR 
5 den an Anchor Tavern, in the Strand, Friday, .gth 
of October, 1792 ;'preſent, Mr. J. H. Tooke.— Read the 
| following letter from Joel Barlow, to the eg 1 OG N 
| ſtitutional Information, in London. [PT e 

. „% GENTLEMEN, {> lamm augiatnl 
| ] have juſt >ubliſhedis ſmall avis i in a letter to the Na- 
2 Convention of France; on the defects of the conſtitution 
3b and the extent of the amendments which ought to be 

jg 


% 


Although the obſervations contained in this are more 
particularly to be applied to the French nation, yet as the true 
principles of government are the ſame in all countries, being 

founded on the Rights of Man, which are univerſal and imper- 
ſoeriptible, I conceive the purpoſe of this cannot be foreign to the 

+ . intereſts of your aſſociation, of which you have done me 

5 favour to make me an honorary member. I therefore pre- 

ſent a copy of it to you, with the ſame confidence I have done to 
the National Convention; a confidence ariſing from a full con- 
viction that the work 1s founded on truth and xeaſon, although 
theſe principles ſeem not fo immediately reducible to practice in 
the government of this country, as in that of France; yet the 
examination of them can never be unſeaſonable to an nation. 

A great revolution in the affairs of the nation is doubtleſs ſoon to 
be expected throughout all Europe, towards the attainment of 
which, 18 the with of yOu friend and adopted brother 

16 JOEL BarLow.”. 


. Reſolved, That the faid letter be taken into conſideration at 
the next meeting.“ 
IX At a meeting held at che Girona and Abel Tavern in the 
Strand, October 12, 1792; Mr. Buſh in the Chair; pre- 
1 ſent, Mr. J. H. Tooke. 
=. > Read Mr. Barlow's letter to the 8 e of 
7 France, on the defects of the conſtitution of 1791, 15 the ex- 
tent of the amendments which ought to be applied. 
* Reſolved, That Mr. Sturch be requeſted to draw up an an- 
| ſwer to the letter of Mr. Barlow, 0 at the laſt meeting, ex- 
preſſing how much pride _ Fa, feel at e 100 him 


an honorary member. 


Josken Jouwson ſworn. . | Examined by Mr. 1 
. Tou are a bookſeller, I believe? | 

=; A. Yes, Sir. 

| 2. Be fo good as to Won at that paper, sin ng a 1 
| which was ſhewn to you laſt week—PDid you Prüm chat boo 


Fa ir? : 
| 5 „ NY \ 4. 1 publiſhed 


BYE | JOHN. HORNE TOOKE, 


A. I publiſhed a book with this title. 
Li. That book you ſaw laſt week ? „ 

A. I cannot tell whether it is the ſame or not —it has the ap- 
pearance of it. 3 . 


Q. You ſay it has the appearance of the book you pub- 3 
| 0 5 * 8 | ” f F | 


liſhed? 

" "M8 has.. Bs 7 K 5 

QL. Who did you publiſh it for? | | e 

A, 1 think it was at the requeſt of the author. WR 
Do you mean by duthor, Joel Barlow? . 


cv 


A 
Q. 
„„ "IVE; 
Q. Yon was employed by him as his printer? 
A. Yes, Sir. | : | „ 
. You believe that to be a book you printed ? x ED 
A. It has all the appearance of it. I cannot tell except I 


(D 


read it. 1 „ ay 
Q. Do you know any thing of any other circulated by you * 
but that? „ d | | Ta. 
A. No, Sir. — | 7 .. «at 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court) © _ | 


A letter to the National Convention of France on the de- 
fects of the Conſtitution of 1991; and the extent of the amend- _ fi 
ments which ought to be applied, by Joel Barlow,' author of = 
Advice to the Priviledged Orders—The Viſion of Columbus— - | 
and the Conſpiracy of Kings. e ö = 


- 
— 


„ GENTLEMEN, „ 
(P. 3.) © The time is at laſt arrived; when the people of France, 
by reſorting to their own proper dignity, feel themſelves at liberty 
to exerciſe their unembarraſſed reaſon, in eſtabliſhing an equal go- 
vernment. The preſent criſis in your affairs, marked by the 
aſſembling of a National Convention, bears nearly the ſame re- _ 
. lation to the laſt four years of your hiſtory as e, whole revo- 1 
lution bears to the great accumulated maſs of modern improve- 1 
ment. Compared, therefore, with all that is paſt, it is, perhaps, —_ 
the moſt ifitexeſting portion of the moſt important period that. . i 
Europe has hitherto ſeen. - £2 „ 1 
Under this impreſſion, and with the deepeſt ſenſe of the 
magnitude of the ſubject which engages your attention, Itake 
a liberty which no ſlight motives could warrant in a ſtranger, the 5 
liberty of offering a few obſervations on the buſineſs that lies be- 
fore you Could I ſuppoſe, however, that any apology were 5 <4 
nceceſſary for this intruſion, I ſhould not rely upon the one here 
demand ., 
0 


mentioned. But my intentions require no apology; 1 
„„ c HC 


* 8 2 
* 


— 
* 
n 
* 3 = 
es A. ö 95 — 7 
> 4 
rs * — 5 
a) 4 %Y — . 1 = 
1 * 8 0 
8 PEP 8 . 
en 4% V $ 
of WS * % * 


* 
. 4 & 7 * 
5 oh 2 ; 
© "IIS 
* NB N * 
„ 
* 1 


13 * ; . 5 N 4 4 7 5 
1 * x 
; . 4 a * , * ; : : ; ; 
| 1 a 7 4 ö 0 N 118 We A 6. 
” * * 3 % 0 8 1 . O 1 © fs Y 7 ! . * . * 
7 a * 3 5 > : T "= 1 N y 7 , © 
: „ 5 * f 


to be heard, as a right. Your cauſe is that of human nature at 


bo 


LE 


* 


* 


7 4 * $. L . . * 
* 5 VELO 
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' JOHN HORNE TOOKF. 


che legiſlative power, commander in chief of all the national © 
force by land and fea, having the initiative of war, and the power - 


of concluding peace; and above all, to hear them declare that, 


„The nation will provide for the ſplendour of the throne,”— © 
granting uv their legiſlative capacity to that throne more than a 
million ſterling a year, from the national purſe, beſides the rents 

of eſtates which are ſaid to amount to half as much more. 
* We muſt be aſtoniſhed at the parodoxical organization of 


t 


the minds of men who could fee no diſcordance in theſe ideas. 
They begin with the open ſimplicity of a rational republic, and 
immediately plunge into all the labyrinths of royalty; and a 


great part of the conſtitutional code is a practical attempt to re- 
concile theſe two diſcordant theories. It is a perpetual conflict 


between principle and precedent between the manly truths off 


nature, which we all muſt feel, and the learned ſubtilties of ſtateſ- 
men, about which we have been taught to reaſon. ; 
In reviewing the hiſtory of human opinions, it is an un- 


pleaſant conſideration to remark how flow the mind has always 
been in ſeizing the moſt intereſting truths ; although, when diſs» 
covered, they appear to haye been the moſt obvious. This re- 
mark is no where verified with more circumſtances of regret, . 


than in the progreſs of your ideas in France relative to the inu- 


tility of the kingly office. It was not enough that you took 
your firſt ſtand upon the high ground of natural right ; Where, 
enlightened by the ſun of reaſon, you might have ſeen the clouds 


of prejudice roll far beneath your feet—it was not enough 


that you began by conſidering royalty, with its well-known 


ſcourges, as being the cauſe of all your evils; that the kings of, 
modern Europe are the authors of war and miſery, that their mu- 
tual intercourſe 'is a commerce of human ſlaughter ; that, public 


_ debts and private oppreſſions, with all the degrading. vices that 


tarniſh the face of nature, had their origin in that fpecies of go- 
vernment which offers a premium for wickedneſs, and teaches 
the few to trample on the many; it was not enough that you 
ſaw the means of a regeneration of mankind. in the ſyſtem of 
equal rights, and that in a wealthy and powerful nation you 
poſſeſſed the adyantage of reducing that ſyſtem. to immediate 
practice, as an example to the world, and a conſolation to hu- 
man nature. All theſe arguments, with a variety” of others 


which your republican orators placed in the ſtrongeſt point cf. 

light, were: inſufficient to raiſe the public mind to a proper view 
.. of the . i OT 
lt ſeems that ſome of your own philoſophers had N 


taught, that royalty was neceſſary to a great nation. Mont 


. 
* 
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* 
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-quieu, among his whimſical maxims about laws and govern- 
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JJV 
went, had informed the world that a limited monarchy was the 


beſt poſſible ſyſtem, and that a democracy could never flouriſh 
hut in @ ſmall tract of country. How many of your legiſlators 
believed in this doctrine, how many acted from We mo- 
| tives, wiſhing to baniſh royalty by flow degrees, and how many 


b were led by principles leſs pardonable than either, it is impoſſible 


$ to determine. Certain it is, that republican ideas gained no 


| paged upon the monarchical in your conſtituting aſſembly, 


certain that the majority of that aſſembly took much pains to 


% 


Your of certain principles in government which reaſon could 


not approve. + . 1 ; | 
8 It is remarkable, that all the perfidy EI King, at the 


=! 


wrong, but they were ſufficient to ſhow, at leaſt to all who 

_ would open their eyes, that the buſineſs of government required 
no ſuch officer. There is no period during your revolution, if 
here 1s any to be found in the hiſtory of France, when buſineſs 


ring the laſt ſix months of their deliberations. It is likewiſe. 


time of his flight, ſhould have had ſo little effect in opening the 
eyes of ſo enlightened a people as the French. His flight, and 
the inſulting declaration which he left behind him, were ſuffi- 
= cient not only to give the lie to the fiction, with which common 
ſenſe has always been put to the bluſh, and to- which your 
aſſembly had attempted to 2 a ſanction, that Kings can do no 


* 


\ 


- prevent the people from diſcovering the cheat of royalty, and 
to continue their ancient yeneration,-at leaſt for a while, in fa- 


. * went on with more alacrity and good order, than during the 


- - . ſuſpenſion of the royal functions, in the interval from the time 


= that the King was brought back to the capital in June, till the 


isnt in the kingdom, except within the walls of the a 
"= A majority of that body was determined to make an experiment 
of a [imiied monarchy, The experiment has been made. Its 
duration has indeed been ſhort, being leſs than eleven months ; 
but, although in ſome reſpects it has been almoſt as fatal to the 
cauſe of liberty as any ſyſtem could have been within the time, 
yet in other reſpects it has done more good than all the reaſon» 


mamüch longer time: it | 
nus experience can ſhake, and which reaſon muſt confirm, that 
| Kings can do no. good.” | | 1 5 
[. P. 14.) Among the 22 evils reſulting from the kingly 
office, the principal one, and indeed the only one that need to be 


ings of all the philoſophers of the age could have done in a, 
50k taught them a new doctrine, which 


completion of the conſtitution in September. Every thing went 
fembly. 


— 
- 


| 3 mentioned, is the chance of its being held by a weak or a wicked . 
man. Whenthe office is hereditary, it is ſcarcely to be expected 


3 that this ſhould always be the caſe. Conſidering the birth 
And education of princes, the chance of finding one 9 5 
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their flatterers, the companions oſ their youth, the miniſters of 


the triumph of wickedneſs in their tempers, is the idea that they 
act totally and for ever without reſtraint. This is an allare- 
ment to vice that even men of ſenſe could ſcarcely reſiſt. Impress 
it on the mind of any man that he can do no wrong, and he will 
ſoon convince you of your multake. . 1 
Jake this 8 ſummary of the evils eee 
ditary monarchy, under any reſtrictions that can be propoſed, 
and place it on one fide of the account, and ſtate, on the other , 
fide the truth, which I believe no man of reflection wall hereafter 
.call in queſtion, that Kings can do no good, and the friends-of 
liberty will no longer be in doubt which way you will decide - 
the queſton relative to that part of your conſtitution.” $0 
| P. 22.) © But it is ſaid, I am too late with all theſe obſerva- 
tions on the neceſſity of proſcribing royalty from your conſti- 
tution. The cauſe 1s already judged in the minds of the whale. :. 
people of France; and their wiſhes will ſurely be the rule 
8 your conduct. I ſuppoſe that, without being reminded of your 
duty by a ſtranger, one of your firſt reſolutions would be, to fix 
a national anathema on every veſtage of regal power, and endea- 
vour to wipe out from the human character the ſtain which it 
received, with its veneration for Kings and hereditary claims. 
But it requires much refle&ion to be well aware to what extent * 
this duty ſhould carry you. There are many vices in your con- . 
ſtitution, which, though not apparently connected with the 
King, had their origin in regal ideas. To purify the whole : 9 
code from theſe vices, and to purge human nature from their 
_ © ..- effects, it will be neceſſary to reſort to many principles which 
appear. not to have ſtruek the minds of the firſt aflembly. 8 
ou will permit me to hint at ſome of the great outlines of 
what may be expected from you, under the peculiar advantages 
with which you meet to form a glorious republic. Although - _ 
many of my ideas may be perfectly ſuperfluous, being the fame 
as will occur to every member of your body, yet it is poſſible 5 | 
that ſome of them may ſtrike the mind in a new point of light, 
and lead to reflections which would not THe from any other quar- 
ter, Should this be the caſe in the ſmalleſt degree, it ough uo 
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be. ee both byy you and me, as an ample reward for our 
"pains, in writing and in reading this eter. ” 
On conſidering the ſubject of government, when the mind 
is once ſet looſe from the ſhackles of royalty, it finds itſelf in a 
new world. It riſes to a more extenſive view of every circum- 
ſtance of the ſocial ſtate. Human nature aſſumes a new and 
more elevated ſhape, and diſplays many moral features, which, 
From having been always diſguiſed, were not know to exiſt.” 
Mr. Attorney General. The date of the letter he ſent to the | 
1 Conſtitutional ety, is September 26, 1792.—Now go to a 
_—— ys of the 155 Qtober, 1792. „ 5 
= - ead by the Clerk of the Court.) | 
E 0 a meeting, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, i in 
me Strand, Friday, October 19, 1792: preſent, Mr. J. H. 
Tooke, in the chair— Mr. Sturch, Mr. Hull, Mr. Williams, 
Nr. Merry, Dr. Edwards, Mr. Parſons, Mr. Hanniſley, Mr. 
: „ Mr. Brookſbank, Mr. Walſh, Mr. Banks, Mr. Bon- 
ney, Mr. Peacock, Mf. Walford, Mr. Chetwynd, Mr. Joyce, 
Berryman, Mr. Richman, Lord Edward F itzgerald, 55 | 
MF Sinclair, * 

Mr. Sturch produced, 2 read to the ſociety, the anſwer he 
had prepared to Mr. Joel Barlow, and which, with his letter, 
was ordered to be publiſhed. - 

A committee was appointed to confer with the delegates 8 
4. London Correſponding Society, on an Addreſs to the N a- 
tonal Convention of France.“ 

Mr. Bower. My Lord, this is a letter from the ſociety at 
Sheffield, to the RE By. Conſtitutional Information, com- 
wunicating to them the correſpondence they had had ſtopped. = 

25 Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
„ Addrefled to T. Adams, Eſq. ſecretary to the Society for | 
Conſtitutional Information, Tooke's Court, Chancery-Lane; 
=  figned, the Editor of the Patriot—dated, 15th October, 1792— 
* In conſequence of a hint from your ſociety.” See Apftrendix (e.) 
Mr. Bower. I am going now to read the letter that this con- 
. tained—it is the letter they had written to Stockport. 
J Mr. Maclean, Hhewing him a Lale. Did you's find 
that i in Mr. Adams's houſe : 75 | 
A 3 Fes, Sits 5 
„ | Wy Read by he Clerk of he nie Fg FO 
3 „ bs „ Dated Sheffield, 13th October 1792. PET” 
t only remains then for us, ſeeing t the great and innume.. _ : 
Table difficulties we have to encounter, to caſt about for the = 
moft likely and proper means and weapons by which to dl. 
fend ourſelves, and to forward and ſupport ſuch meaſures as it | 


N may be * to purſue; and, on this - my good Sir. 1 
my ..- permit ' | 


— 


ts * * 
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— 


permit me to impreſs it on the minds of your ſociety, s N“ * | 
reaſon, imperial reaſon, muſt. ever be our generaliſſima, or © 9 


commander in chief; when I ſay this, I beg leave to adde. 
a that art muſt be ſecond in command. By the word art, I ' - Af 
do not mean low. craft or cunning, but that mode of applicas - 
tion of our reaſon and arguments on different. men, and on 
different occaſions, which only a conſiderable degree of ſtudy, 
and practical knowledge alſo of men, and manners, can. ever 
furniſh us with, ſo as to make us proficients. - II 
Allow me then to obſerve to you, Sir, that I perfectly co- 
incide with you in opinion, with regard to the different ſo- 
cieties appointing delegates to go into the different villages and 
country places, for the purpoſe of informing their minds, and 
roufing them from the lethargy, in which they ſeem plunged. 
J have already communicated the ſame idea to the Lo x 
Conſtitutional and Correſponding Societies, and to thoſe .of -_ 
Norwich and Mancheſter; and, ? hope, it will ſoon be uni- 
verſally adopted by every one. But the grand object to be at- 
| tended to on this head, is the choice of men to be appointed? 
a neglect of this kind had like to have had very aukwazd. 
confequences in this neighbourhood; and, if not immediately. 
checked, would have injured the cauſe of freedom very greatly. 
Infinite care and circumſpection will, therefore, be neceſſarx 
on this head. | ER i 5 : Yee e 0 * 
HAs I am on the ſubject, permit me to ſuggeſt to. thoſe 
members of your ſociety, who may undertake this arduous, 
but honourable and praiſe-worthy taſk, that they cannot e 
too cautious in their mode of proceeding. \ The minds of men. 
for the wiſeſt and beſt purpoſes, are formed by. the Great 
Creator, as various and uulike each other as their faces, and 
their paſſions reign over each with the ſame uncertain ank 
variegated ſway; and, in the ſame manner that Sir Robert 
' Walpole (one of the elders and fathers of corruption) very 
juſtly obſerved, that every man has his price in the way of 
being bought; ſo we may fairly apply the ſame maxim to 


| mankind in general in the article of perſuaſion, and the deck if 
trous method of bringing them from wrong opinions they ma 2 
have formed, or prejudices they may have unbibed, by an at- 4 


rentive obſervation of their intelleAual faculties, - and that | 
leading paſſion of the ſoul, which governs the main ſpring of -- = 
their moſt material actions. it oor ite 4 tr ⁵ : B 
Poor example, the generality of farmers in this county, and = 
/ __ Lancaſhire, are as ignorant as the brutes they ride to market; 5 F 

and ſo abſorbed in the ſordid idea of getting, that provided they” f 

can keep up the prices of grain, cattle, &c. ſo as to anſwer; _ A 

. their landlords, and pay their taxes, however enormous, they are 
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tos Huggiſh and indolent to think about reforms, 
© _of the kind; yet there is one ſtring about their hearts, which, 
being {kilfully touched, will make them dance to any tune, and 


e — * » a J. * 
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move to any meaſure. This is the ſubject of tythes ; and why 


© does it touch them? Why, Sir, becauſe it is within the ſcope 
of their limited capacity, ignorant as they are in other mat- 
ters, they fee and pungently feel the weight of this baneful 


and unjuſt devourer of all their improvements in agriculture 


and huſbandry; and, I believe, did every tax operate in the 
fame viſible degree which this impoſition does, I fear there 


would be an end to the idea of taxation being ſubmitted to at 
all. Indeed, as taxes are laid on at preſent by thoſe who do 


not repreſent us, the taxation is neither more nor leſs than 


robbery ; a ſubmiſſion to it, flaverrxx. - . 
But to return to my ſubject: In the ſame manner that a 


Far mer may be rouſed by the mention of tythes, the ſhoemaktr may, 


by the exceſſive dearneſs of leather, the inn-keeher, by the nu- 
merous and unneceſſary ſtanding army, and ALL by a temperate 
and diſhaſſionate relation of the immenſe number of ſinecure ſilaces, 


and uſeleſs offices, in which the corrupt and proſtitute favourites, 
agents, and dependants of the rich and. great, riot in the ſpoils 
and plunder, wreſted from the ſweat of the brow, and conti- 
. nual- labour of body, of the huſpandman, the mechanic, the 


Jabourer, and the artificer. It is, by no means, a difficult mat- 


\ ex, to raiſe general indignation at the idea of ſo ſmall a com- 


parative number of uſeleſs, idle, and profligate drones, incking 


and ſquandering away the honey produced by ſuch immenſe 


numbers of hard-toiling and induſtrious bees. If you (for I 


am certain you will be one of the moſt active of theſe dele- 
gates) meet with men who have violent prejudices in favour 
of any abuſe or party, never attack thoſe prejudices directly, 
for that will oniy enflame and confirm them the more; paſs 
them over for the prefent, and engage their attention towards 


ſomething elſe, in which they will liſten with a leſs degree of 
apprehenſion of being attacked in a favourite point. "Once 


gain their good opinion, and open their eyes to, one evil, they 


will be more ready to hear you on others, until at laſt the fa- 


8 voured object, by which their eyes were jaundiced, will appear 
An its true colours, and fall before your arguments like all the 


- 


| + There is one thing, above all others, which requires to be 
particularly attended to; and that is, to endeavour to undeceive 
the maſs of people with reſpect to thoſe falſehoods, which 
have been induſtrioufly propagated by the enemies to a reform, 

in order to blind, delude, and terrify all ranks of people, who 
are any way independent, or poſſeſſed of property. 1 7 - 


5 \ 


or any thing 7 


f 


* 
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theſe falſehoods is, © that the adyocates of reform wiſh to inn tf 
troduce a levelling ſcheme, or an equal partition of property. 
This alarms the farmers, and indeed all claſſes of men, who, 
by their induſtry, or other adventitious circumſtances, are poſ- 
ſeſſed of the goods of this world. So many vile- miniſterial 
prints as have propagated this doctrine, aided and aſſiſted by 
the private repieſentations, or rather miſrepreſentations, of the 8 
clergy, and other tools of government, and of privileged or- 
ders, have had a very wonderful and baneful effect on the 
multitude, and have ſtamped a dread of reform on the minds _ Ke 
of many that I know, whoſe ſituation in life would induce 8 
one reaſonably to ſuppoſe it impoſſible ſo completely to impoſe 
upon them; however, it always has been the caſe, that falſe- es 
hoods, boldly uttered, may prevail for a time, but muſt be 
overwhelmed in the end by the bright and ſacred energies of 
truth. 5 8 = 761 
+ To explain this matter, and many others, properly, will „ 
require great coolneſs, moderation, and patience. I have found = 
the following method anſwer beſt: Do you know ſach a gen- 8 
« tleman? “ naming ſome ons of large property and good cha- 1 
racter in the neighbourhood, who is known to be a friend to "20 
a reform. Yes.” Well, and do you ſuppoſe, that he 


would promote a ſcheme that would occaſion and oblige him | H 
to part with that property he poſſeſſes, in order for it to be divided — 
amongſt ſtrangers, whom he never ſa or heard of? No. ! q 
„Why then ſhould you ſuffer yourſelf to be impoſed on by 4 


ſuch an idle tale, fabricated and circulated for the purpoſe of 1 
raiſing a dread in you, againſt thoſe more enlightened of out .Y 
tellow-citizens, who wiſh for a reform, as you would, di& 4-0 
you ſee its neceflity : a dread which may cauſe you to ſhut _ 7) { 
your eyes upon oppreſſive exciſe and game laws, exorbitant 
tythes, an unneceſſary /anding army, kept on foot at the ex, E 
pence of two millions and an half, for the purpoſes of in- 9 
fluence and corruption; a penſion lift, which is a diſgrace to ñÿ 
the government, and a ſtigma and reproach on the ſpirit and 
prudence of the nation; ſinecure places, for the mere poſ- | 
ſeſſing of which hundreds of individuals receive thouſands a- - . 
year each, for doing nothing at all, either for the fublic fe- 
vice, or their own; in {hort, ſuch an enormous accumulation 3 
of taxes, and ſo prodigal an expenditure of their produce, as no *_., 
nation on the earth ever heard of or ſubmitted to before. To 5 A” 
make you ſhut your eyes, and continue blind to theſe enormities, | 

thoſe idle and futile tales are villainouſly diſperſed abroad; but | 
believe them not, conſult your own reaſon, and it will thew you, „ 
that there is a palpable lie on the face of every one of tthenmm © 8 
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Then explain the nature, aim, and end of your Society; invite 
them to attend it, and to judge for themſelves. If they do ſo, 
they will ſoon aid and affiſt you, by adopting ſimilar ones in 
their ſeveral neighbourhoods, till in time they will overſpread the 
whole ſurface of this ſea-girt iſle. © . 
At preſent, Sir, I will not trouble you further on the 
fubject, which I now quit to return to the conduct and 3% md 
tion of your own Society, and all others which may ariſe here- 
after; and as to them, I think the inn-keepers in Stockport, 
Mancheſter, &c. have given you a hint and leſſon for which you 
_ ought to eſteem en aer for ever obliged, to them. I own 
their inſolence and audacity, in proceeding as they have done, is 
beyond example, but only deſerving of contempt: as ſuch, leave 
them to themſelves. Public-houſes were never worthy of receiv- 
ing ſuch gueſts, whoſe ſacred and important duty require and de- 
mand to be performed in manſions more dignified and reſpectable. 
Your meetings ſhould be at the houſes of one another, in ho- 
nourable rotation; and to prevent inconvenience from too great a 
number, not more than ten or twelve at the moft ſhould compoſe 
a frimary or diſtrict meeting. More members may be admitted 
in each diſtrict, till they reach twenty or twenty-four, according to 
the number fixed on, but then immediately ſhould divide into two 
diſtriẽt meetings. The ſeveral diſtricts ſhould ſend each one 
member, by election, to a meeting of delegates, and this meet- 
ing of delegates ſhould elect out of their own body a certain 
number, which is to compoſe a Select Committee. This Se- 
lect Committee to manage the correſpondence, and every other 
important concern, for the whole of the diſtricts in any town or 
pariſh, ſubject always to the reviſion and approbation of the 
diſtricts. The delegates and Select Committee to be choſen 
only for a limited time; before the expiration of which, others to 
be elected as before, from the diſtricts, to ſupply their places, by 
which rotations every member would in time become qualified to 
be a delegate and a Select Committee man, though he might not 
be ſo on his firſt entrance as a diſtrict member. Theſe are only 
| er on which you may improve or enlarge as much as you 
pleaſe.” e | ot 
Ms. Bower. Go to the meeting of the 2d November, 1792. 


Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 
2d November, 1792; Mr. Froſt in the Chair; Mr. Tooke, 
preſent. The Secretary read the letter from the Editors of 
the Patriot, at Sheffield. | e 
E 5 | 2 : 1 { « Reſolved, | 
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e Reſolved, That a Committee of Cordon be ap- 


Pointed to conſider, or anſwer all ſuch letters as are or may de 
fent to this Society. 


“ Reſolved, Phat Mr. Starch, Mr. Joſeph Adios, Mr. 
Froſt, Mr. Bonney, and Mr. Holcroff, compoſe the faid Com- 


mittee. 


an addreſs to the National Convention of France. 


«+ Reſolved, That Meſſrs. Barlow, Sinclair, and Tuffin, do | 
compoſe the ſaid Committee, and are deſired to prepare the 2 0 


and make their report on Friday next. 
RNead a letter from the London Correſponding Society. 
< Reſolved, That the ſaid letter be referred to the C 
of Correſpondence.” 
« At a meeting, of the Society for Corffiitotional Iten 
at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, Nov. 
WE 1792; preſent Mr. Tooke, and Mr. John Martin. 
Read the report of the Committee of Correſpondence, —A 
| 15 was produced and read, in anſwer to the letter from the 


Editors of the Patriot, to which an amendment was moved and 


ſeconded.” 
Q. (To Mr. Ioodfell, fhewing him a paper. ) Is bes. part of 
that in Mr. Tooke's hand-writing ? 


A. The words, attend thoſe efforts.” I believe to be Mr. 1 


Tooke's. 

Mr. Tooke. ' Yes, they are. 

2. (To Maclean, fhewing him a 1 1. Was chat found 
in Adams's poſſeſſion ? 
| 4. Yes, Sir, that WAS. 


{ Read by the Clerk 1 the Court. ) 


The i is no date or addreſs. 


e GENTLEMEN, | *-:*> 
« The Society for Conftitational: Information, ils been fa- 


voured with two letters, bearing the ſignatures of the Editors of 


the Patriot, the firſt dated June 1 1th, &c.” 
Mr. Bower. I am going to read a letter to Mr. Hardy, Se- 


cretary of the London Correſponding Soci 


bs Reſolved, That a Gene be appointed to confider of | 


C. (To Mr. Lauzun, ſhewing him a Laer. 95 Where did 1 


find that? 
5 4. I found i it in Mr. Hardy V 


(Read by the Clerk of the Curt. 3 


«6 3 Stockport, Friends of Univerſal Peace. echt 
17th September, 1792, ſigned P. W. Froſt—addreſſed to 


Mr. Thomas Hardy, Boot and e Piccadilly 
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. obſerve one expreſſion, which ſays, ** Numerous other reforms 
would undoubtedly take place, &c. &c.“ But we aſk, how is 
'_ that parliament to be choſen? Can we expect it from the preſent 
order of things; V outd not all the evil be done away at once by the 
Heoſile afjembled in convention ? Does it appear probable, that the 
 * odiovs laws which we complain of will be aboliſhed any other 
way ? Can the grievances arifing from ee, be redreſſed, 


while the retains its preſent authority in the legiſlature? 
. Is che univerſal right of conſcience ever to be attained, while the 
3 B—— maintain their feats on the : :??: 
= ' . * Your thoughts on theſe important points we moſt earneſtly 


deſire may be tranſmitted to us as ſoon as poſſible: not directed 
as the laſt; we fear it will excite ſuſpicion. Direct to Mr. Jo- 
ſeph Eamer, Stockport, who is Chairman occaſionally in the ab - 
{ſence of Mr. Hibbert, who reſides too far from hence to be at 


hand on emergencies. FIT ew 
4 „ e 
| 1 | JJ ne. RROST. 
2. (To Mr. Laurun, flewing him a frafer.) Where did you 


f ey \ MP 4 A Y 1 1 d * : * / 
A. At Mr. Hardy's houſe, - _ | 
| : ( "Ip „ 82 2 7 9 7 * 9 5 "£8 2. i 
= | 7 34 : ' 1 8 „ "IF : P71 2 
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fa (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) | | 7 
„ Signed, M. M. Chairman; dated London, October Ih, 
1792 — To the Friends of Univerſal Peace, and Rights of | 


Man Society, - „„ 
Mr. JosETH EAMER, _ © | 


« With infinite ſatisfaction the London Correſponding So: & 
ciety Committee peruſed your letter : they are happy to learn - = 
your ſteady determination, ſpite of all obſtacles, to purſue that 


ſole means of political felicity, a perfect repreſentation of the 

people. th JJ FL " "8 
With regard to our publications, our ſentiments are expreſſed 

in as ftrong terms, ds frudence will hermit, yet filain enough we * 


imagine to convince the public, that while we expect every thing 
from an honeſt and an annual Parliament, nothing ſhort of ſuch 
a Senate, choſen by the whole nation, will ſatisfy us. Gon 
FT rue generoſity, the characteriſtic of this nation, and of 
all unperverted men throughout the globe, calling upon us to 
countenance, at this juncture, the arduous fruggle of the French 
nation againſt deſſiotiſn and ariſtocracy,. thoſe foes to the human 
race, we have reſolved upon addreſſing the French National 
Convention. . „ | | 5 
Without entering into the probable effects of ſuch a mea- 
fure, effects which your Society will not fail to diſcover, we ink 
vite you to join us; and to that end here with you have a copy of 
our intended addreſs; if you approve the idea, and will concur 
in fending it, be pleaſed to return us, without delay, a copy, 
ſigned by your Preſident and Secretary, or by the Delegates, 
ſtating each for how many perſons he ſigns ; we will then aſſſo. 
ciate your body with ours, and with ſome others who harre 
already aſſented to the meaſure. If, on the contrary, you diſap- _ _— 
prove that mark of zeal towards the only nation that has hitherto 
undertaken to reſtore to mankind its juſt Rights, pleaſe to commu- 


- 


—— 


nicate to us your objections. _ | N 3 
N e Tam, ee | | „ | 1 
„ For the Committee of Delegates, 
/ 1 6 Yours, &c. 8 | 
: JJ. ⁰ ORs 
2. (To Lauzun, fhewing him a frafier.) Where did you find 
that paper? „ | | IE 
A. This is one of the papers I found in Hardy's houſe. 
5 Read by the Clerk. of the Court.) _ | 
„ Dated Norwich, November 11th, 1792, figned George 
Knapp, Chairman, Iſaac Saint, Secretary—addrefled to 
Thomas Hardy, to be left at the Bell, Exeter Street, Strand, ip 
London. 8 5 „„ fp. 
32 | | — « Mr, ES 5 A 
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22 u SAEME TRIAL or 
J to an EE, 
: „ DIR, |, Norwich, November 1 ith, 1792. 
Me the Society for Political Information, are deſirous of 
holding and ſtrenuouſly ſupporting the noble ſentiments which | 
. you ſo lately and friendly diſperſed among us; and as we fo __ 
much admire your well adopted plan for a Reformation of the £ 
State, permit us, with the utmoſt deference to your worthy So- 
ciety, to participate with you in all your great national correſ- 
pondence, which your very name promiſes to maintain; and in 
L | conſequence thereof, it is bnbly deſired, by the Society which 
1 I have the happineſs to repreſent, to incorporate three members 
| with your worthy fraternity; in doing which I fhall here inform 
ou of their names and reſidence, which are as follows: Mr. 
ſaac Saint, Mr. — Cadiwold, and Mr. George Knapp. 
Our principal deſign in doing this, is, that we may have an op- 
portunity of knowing more exactly what may be thought the 
| moſt eligible ſteps to be taken in carrying on this great bu- 
=:  tineds of our aſſociated brethren, and to have an opportunity 
- to aſk ſuch ſort of queſtions as may be thought very rea- 
4 ſonable among the brethren ; eſpecially when we think that 
Ay publications are covered with. a ſort of obſeurity in it, as the 
— Sheffield people's declaration, which ſeemed determined to ſup- 
port the Duke of Richmonds's plan only; but ſince we find, in 
a printed letter received from them in a B that they mean to 
abide by ſome moderate Reform, as may hereafter be brought 
forward by the Friends of the People, which method is uncer- 
tain to us. Again, we find that the Friends of the People, and 
"op the Society for Conſtitutional Information, do not exactly agree; 
we could be glad to know the reaſon. It ſeems to me as though 
the difference was this; The Friends of the People mean only 
a partial Reform, becauſe they leave out the words expreſſing 
the Duke of Richmond's pian, and talk only of a Reform ; 
while the Mancheſter people ſcem to intimate, by addreſſing Hr. 
Paine, as though they were intent ufion refublican firincifiles. only :. 
Now, to come cloſer to the main queſtion, it is only deſired to 
know whether the generality of the ſocieties mean to reſt ſa- 
tisfied with the Duke of Richmond's plan only; OR WHE- 
THER IT IS THEIR PRIVATE DESIGN TO RIP 
UDP MONARCHY BY THE ROOTS, AND PLACE 
DEMOCRACY IN ITS STEAD. I ſhall now, vir, give 
you an exact account of what plan I could with to obtain, 
which I have already moved for at our general meeting, viz. a 7 
full and cqual repreſentation of the whole body of the people; a 
general ſuffrage of votes, and annual Parhaments. I remember 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information intimated to us that 
Mr. Baſham uſed to write to them in the name of the Revolu- 
„ 8 eo 


+ £4 


wn 


” . 
1 


3 


tion Society : If you approve of that appellation, pray be ſo 


Kind as to give us a full and ſatisfactory anſwer. I thall ſay no 

more at preſent, but remain à friend to peace, not to anarchy: 

and your moſt obedient, &c. | 

HS oats (Signed) 
8 « GEORGE KNAPP, Chairman. 
„ « IS AAC SAINT, Secretary.“ 

&© P. S. I ſhould eſteem it a favour to be informed of the 

private town reſidence of the Lords Kenyon and Loughborough, 


a well-w1ſher to the Rights of Man, when obtained by conſent ; 


* 


- 4 


4 


; , 


upon a matter of private concern.“ 

. (To Lauzun, fhewing him a frafier.) Where did you find 
that paper Fr; -;-; | 188 no 
A. I found this in Hardy's houſe. Es | 

Mr. Erſkine. I with to let your Lordſhip underſtand this 
was read as againſt Mr. Hardy, becauſe it was found in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, and it is the draft of an aniwer which he, Mr. Hardy, 


is ſuppoſed to have meditated to ſend—but upon what principle of 
law, evidence, or common ſenſe, it can be read againſt Mr. 


Tooke, I know not. GS ny | 
Lord Pręſident. It is read as evidence againſt Mr. Hardy. 
Mr. Er/kine. He is not before the court. 5 


Lord Preſident. Certainly not, but he is a perſon concerned 


in this tranfaction. RF: 


„ 
= 


Mr. Erſkine. Can your Lordſhip think that concerns the 


priſoner? 


Lord Preſident. Whatever it be he had a ſhare in this tranſac- : 
tion, and the queſtion ultimately, with reſpect to the priſoner, is 


whether he had any? _ | . | 
Mr. Engine. 7 have not the leaſt objection to the letter. 


( Read by the Clerk of the Court.) | | 


„ Dated November 26, 1792, ſigned, Maurice Margarots 
„„ Chairman. . | 
© FELLow CITIZENS, 


* 


4 Your letter of the 11th inſtant, was by the Secretary laid 
before the Committee of Delegates' of the London Correſ- 


ponding Society. The London Correſponding Society having 
never before heard of your Society, with to have ſome further 
information concerning it, as to its origin, purpoſe, and num- 
ber of its members; ſuch an account in the next letter will 
give them great ſatisfaction ; they do not thoroughly comprehend 
Ben it will be poſſible to incorporate with our ſociety three 
of your members reſiding at Norwich, inaſmuch as it would be 


impoſſible ta communicate to them, at that diſtance, all our cor- 


reſpondence; 
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224 Fux TRIAL OF _ Oe 
refpondence, and they could not attend our Committees for the 
Oo ( Ne utes . 

« If it is information you want, they will very readily anſwer 
any queſtions; and to that end invite you to a regular correſpon- 
dence; and as to the object they have in view, they refer you to 
their addreſſes, you will therein ſee that they mean to diſſeminate 
knowledge, and thereby engage the judicious part of the nation, 
to demand a reſtoration of their rights in annual Parliaments, 

&c. the members of thoſe parliaments owing their election to 
the unbought and equally unbiaſſed ſuffrage of every citizen, 


' unleſs incapacitated by any criminal act, or otherwiſe, they con- 


ſider the obtaining ſuch a parliament to be the ground-work of 
every neceſſary reform; to this, therefore, they ſteadily adhere, 
and turn neither to the right or to the left, to follow any other 


plan whatever; the rules and orders of their ſociety being ſo 


plain and eaſy, that if they can get a majority of the nation 
to act as they do, the propoſed reform will effect itſelf : they 


look upon the trifling difference that may have riſen between the 


ſeveral ſocieties as of no great importance, and think they will 
ſubſide without any ways injuring the cauſe ; they think it a mat- 
ter of ſmall importance of whatever name you may chule to 
adopt ; they adviſe you to follow their plan, and to divide your- 
ſelves into {mall ſocieties, each of which te chuſe delegates, who, 
when met, will form a Committee to do the buſineſs of the So- 
ciety. Let them admit freſh members, communicate freſh intel- 


ligence, and encourage political diſcuſſions, or read ſuch books as 
may convey that inſtruction your weaker members ſtand in need 


of; but above all, be careful to preſerve peace and good order 
among you; let no diſputes ariſe, leave monarchy, democracy, 
and even religion, entirely aſide; never diſpute on thoſe topics; 
let your endeavours go to increaſe the number of thoſe -who with 
for the tull and equal repreſentation of the people, and leave to 
a parliament; ſo choſen, to form plans for remedying - exiſting 
abuſes. Should they then not anſwer your expectations, at the 


year's end, you may chuſe others in their ſtead. "The Committee ; 


offers you every afſiſtance in their power, but requeſt that your 


queſtions may relate moſtly to the methods of obtaining a reform 
in parliament. Like yourſelves, they are friends to peace, not 
anarchy, and well-wiſhers to the rights of raan, and yet; not ſo 


ſanguine in their expectations as to imagine thoſe rights will 
be reſtored by the ſpontaneous conſent of thoſe whp have ſo 


long deprived mankind of them. Underſtandiag that you have 
many ſocieties in Norwich, the Committee recommend to you 


to unite, upon the plan before mentioned, and to correſpond, one 
by one, and the Committee will ſerve you all. They likewiſe 
recommend the appointment of one o 


the leaſt conſpicuous of 
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your ade to receive letters, leaſt, if he be too W 
Tome interruption may take place, and they may not come to 


hand. „ 
For the London Correſponding Society, moſt Gadd: 
« Your tellow-labourer 3 in the cauſe of freedom, 
„ MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman.” 


Mr. Bower. My. Lord, your Lordſhips are now to obſerve - 


wie have cloſed the written evidence of 1792, and we begin the 


| evidence of January, 1793. We go to the 18th of Tae) 


- 


and 76 F 1793? Hi 


(Read by the Clerk of. the Court.) 


« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional dei 
held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, F riday, 
I. 8th January, 1793—Mr. J. He Tooke preſent, in the 

hair. / 
© Reſolved, That Citizen St. Andre, a member of the N ational 
Convention of France, being conſidered by us as one of the moſt 
judicious and enlightened friends of human hberty, be admitted 


an aſſociated honorary member of this Society. 


798 Reſolved, That the ſaid reſolution be ee in the newf. 
papers. 
Q. - (To Mr. Moodfall, Alewing him a aher) Is that oa 


Tooke's writing ? 


A. It ſeems corrected by Mr. Tooke. - > 2 


G Nead by the Clerk of the Conti) * PN. 
« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information» · 


held 25th January, 1793; preſent, Mr. J. H. Tooke. 
„ Reſolved, That * Barrere, a member of the National 
Convention of France, being conſidered by us as one of the moſt 
judicious and enlightened friends of human liberty, be admitted 
an aſſociated honorary member of this Society. 


 * Reſolved, That Citizen Roland, being alſo combed by us 


as one of the moſt judicious and enlightened friends of human 
liberty, be admitted an aſſociated honorary member of this 


Society. : 
yo Refolved, That the faid reſolutions be publiſhed in the neut. 


papers. 


Be Reſolved, That it appears to this Society, from the beſt in- 
formation we can obtain, that the people of Great Britain are, at 


this preſent time utterly averſe to a war with France, and con- 
ſider ſuch an event as a calamity of the human race, however it 


may, ratify a confederacy of foreign kings. 
x7 ry That the laid reſolution be publiſhed in the neuf. 


5 papers. | 
| 5 DE Bor, fink EAA by Mr. Law. 


How did you receive thoſe de papers dated the Ach, 50, 
VVV Tf 


4 
* ” * 


Ti ria oF 


: 3 Ve They are the ori onal papers which were e Wpores 1 
_ Park” Theſe are the Pipers which I have alread explained 
= They were received, I ſuppoſe, within hve or fix lays after their 
3 at Paris. 


| Croſs-Examined by Mr. Tore. 
2. "Thoſe three papers you ſold, I ſuppoſe ? 
7 I cannot aſcertain whether they came out of my ſhop or 
x not ; but I can aſcertain they are the real Paris papers. 
7 Q. Have you any of them left ? TS 
A. I had a great many. I had regular ſubſcribers for ten. 1 
. procured them for ſuch gentlemen as I had the honour of t ; 


ie ng 6 | 
How ma Fans you have fold? 
j M Thave fold ſome hundreds from the beginning of the 11 | 
n of the paper down to the time when it was __—_ 
2. How long have you been in priſon * ? 
A. Me in a priſon, Sir | 
0. Have you not been i in priſon? 1 
A. I have not. 
Q.. Nor threatened ? 
A. Nor threatened. 5 
Fe D. A what time was it you was firſt applied too to come 
ere * : 
A. I don't know When it was that I was re to and 


es. {7 Was you not frightened? | | | 5 
nothing to charge my bend rence with; Sir. I 
—_ : - though t it a ſafe* ching whi E Ihe Poſt-office ſold them, having | 
4 pair regular duty at the cuſtom-houſe. 
| Yo u was © Hevek frightened, or afraid of ſelling them at all ? 
3 No, ſir, becauſe I looked upon it the law was to protect 


me as it does TY 


Q. You thovght the law would protect you? _ 

| A. Yes; and I thought if the law would puniſh me, the hw 

g Would zuniſh him that ſold them to me; and ne the people at - 

} | the Poſt-office even ſhould be puniſhed. . 

1 Mr. Tozke. You are a ver ho ſt man. 

= MI. Wetdfall. Ves, My I oh, I beg leave to tes be. is 
= | what Mr. Tooke has rr far a very honeſt man indeed. 795 
Nr. N General, Now go to Bictere's ſpeech. 


» (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) | 
00 The queſtion now ſubmitted to your deliberation, is of the 
higheſt i importance to public order, the greateſt difficulty in le- 

tion, and the utmoſt delicacy in politics. 
The calmneſs which has prevailed in defiberations for 
dome days paſt, forbodes that it will be decided according to 


juſtape and reaſon. It os not. "OP tuftory . this, the contraſt 
| | 8 : 
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| Jou gehn rages... 20g. 
between the King, who amidſt the diſipation of courts, ſigned - 0 
proſcriptions, and death-warrants for a thonſand citizens ; and : 


the repreſentatives of the people, who deliberate with wiſdom an 4 
caution on the puniſhment of a ſingle deſpat. _ _ be — = 
It is the deſtiny of Kings to be the occaſion of calamities of 
the people, whether they remain on their thrones or are preci- "2 
been TOY oP 3 | 5 ; 27 1 . ws 

* The people of Paris, by making an holy inſurrection agamſk _' =» 
the King, on the 1oth of Roots, cena im of his character bp” 
of inviolability. The peaple-of the other departments applaude. 
tis infurrection, and adopted the conſequence of it. The 9- 3 
ple haye, therefore, formally interpoſed to deſtroy this royal in- 
violability. The tacit conſent of OF eople rendered the per- 
ſon of * King inviolable. The act of inſurrection was | | 
tacit repeal-of that conſent, and was founded on the ſame grounds 
of law as the conſent jdelf. The King's perſon is inviolable _ 
only with relation to the other branches of the legiſlature, but | 0 
not with relation to the people. | 1 


— 


* A convention differs from an ordinary legiſlature in this 
reſpect. A legiſlature is only a ſpecies of ſuperintending wy 
tracy, a moderator of powers of government. A convention is 
the perfect repreſentation of the ſovereign. The members of 
the legiſlative aſſembly acted in Auguſt upon theſe principles. In 
ſummoning the convention, they declare, that they ſaw but one 
meaſure that could ſave France; namely, to have recourſe to the 
ſupreme will of the people, and to invite = people to exerciſe im- 
mediately that unalienable right of ſovereignty which the conſti- : 
tution had acknowledged; and which it could not ſubject to an 
reſtriction. The public intereſt required that the people would 1 
manifeſt their will by the election of the National Conyention, , 
formed of repreſentatives inveſted by the people with unlimited I 
powers. The people did manifeſt their will by the election of 7 
that Convention; the Convention being aſſembled, is itfelf that 
ſovereign will that ought to prevail, it would be contrary to 
every principle to ſuppoſe that the Conyention is not alone ex- 
clufively the expreſſion of the general wil  * © „ 
| * The powers of che Convention muſt, from the very nature - 
of the aſſembly, be unlimited with reſpe& to every meaſure f 

general ſafety, n of a tyrant. It is no longer 
a Convention if it has not power to judge the King. 

« A Convention is a conſtituent body; i. e., a body that is to 
make a conftitution for the people. A legiflature makes laws 
under an eftabliſhed conſtitution, and in confor 0 it. It is 

deſpotiſm when in the ordinary and permanent eftabliſhment of 
a ſtate there is no ſeparation of powers; but it: is of che very 1 
eſſence of a conſtituent body to concenter for the time all au- "ff 


„ Ss 


- 


chority. It is the very nature-of a National Convention to IP. _— 


- 
* — - 
- 
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the temporary image of the nation, to unite in itſelf all the 


5 9 25 of the ſtate, to employ them againſt the enemies of 
11 


tberty, and to diſtribute them in a new ſocial compact, called 
JJ ed ons LE ane wag woos 51. 555 
gBehold that Conſtituent Aſſembly which laid the firſt foun- 
dations of your liberty; behold that revolutionary genius which 


broke through every impediment, exceeded its delegated autho- 


rity, created its own powers according to the exigencies of liberty, 
and to the occaſional wants of the people ; deſtroyed all preju- 


dices by the force of that public opinion to which it gave birth, 


- obliterated. all privileges, aboliſhed all the parliaments, changed 
the form and tenure of all property, as well as the meaſure and 
ſign of all value, and made a perjured King its priſoner ! No- 
thing was wanting to immortalize that aſſembly but to have de- 
livered France from that calamity of kingly government, and to 
have relieved you from the duty of judging the laſt of your 


Kings: With this example before e oe rags eter 


in the firſt ſtep of your duty. Am | then no longer in the midſt . 
of that National Convention, whoſe honourable miſſion it was 


to deſtroy Kings and Royalty?” _ 


Mr. Attorney General. Now go to the 15th of March, 1793. 


5 Do you find a perſon there of the name of Gale? 


Clerk of Arraigns. ( Reads.) Mr. Gale, of Duke: ſtreet, St. 
James's, was propoſed by Mr. Tooke. „ 
Mr. T7ooke. Is there a chriſtian name to that Mr. Gale? 
VJJJw(www(w... JT 
. Kead by the Clert of. the Court.) 


"x 


7: 6e Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to Joel 
Barlow and John Froſt, for their conduct in the preſentation of 
the addreſs of this Society to the National Convention of France; 


and that Mr. Froſt be aſſured that our regard for him is not 


leſſened but increaſed, by the proſecutions and perſecutions which 


bis faithful and due diſcharge of that commiſſion may bring upon 


Han. +: ; 


_. Mr. Attorney General. Go now to the 22d of March, 1793: . 


5 (Read by the Cler k of the 5 


At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, | 
5 held at the Crown and Anchor, Friday 22d March, 1793; 


* 


1 r Mr,:Fooke. -.. 5 Bm 
“Read a letter from the London Correſponding! Society, 


105 7 containing their reſolutions, excluding Meſſrs. Grant and Little- 2 
John from that Society, and conſequently that they cannot any 
longer ſit in the Society for Conſtitutional Information, as aſſo- 


ciated members from the London Correſponding Society.” 
2. (To Maclean, ſhewing him a frafter.) Look at that paper ? 
A. I found this in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adam. 


* * * 


4 


1 7 Jenn nens TOOKE. „ Js 3 pf 


Mr. Attorney Cana, It is a letter of the th of Mar 
1798 mentioned in the proceedings of the Society on the 1 
March, 1793, it is a letter from the United Political Societies 


of Norwich to the Conſtitutional Society at London, . che 


| ſudject of a National Convention. 
| Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
Read a letter from the United Political Societies at Norwich. 
* Reſolved, That the n es of their letter be r 
to the next meetin 
Mr. Attorney Gaal Go to the 5th April, 1793. Doyou 
find there any entry relative to the letter from Norwich ? 
| (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
% Reſolved, That the conſideration of the letter from — 
United Political Societies of Norwich, ſhall be poſtponed, 


and that Mr. Froſt ſhall be appointed to prepare an anſwer.” 


Mr. Attorney General. Now go to the 12th of April, 1793 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

'« Ata meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 

at the Crown an Anchor Tavern, 1 in the ro 12th of 9 

179 1 

| 9p Is Mr. Tooke preſent on the T2th : 2 

A. Ves, Sir. 

Q. Look to the 29th of March—Is he prefect then? . 

A. No, Sir? | 

L. Is he ar- upon the 220 when the conſideration of this. 

letter was deferred ? | 

. 

Q. Now read the letter of the _ March, 179 TR Tocke 
was preſent on the 5th of April, but not on the 29th of March. 
( Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

Addrefſed to Mr. D. Er No. 4, Tooke' -Court, Chan- 
cery-Lane. 

9 United Political Societies of Norwich, 5th March, 1 793. 

„ GENTLEMEN, 


% Tt is with peculiar ſatisfaction we are favoured with your | 


correſpondence, not merely becauſe you are ſo, although you are 
better fitted to diffuſe knowledge, but becauſe you are embarked 


in the ſame magnanimous cauſe, which demands with alacrity 
the attention of every individual, and it is with the utmoſt regret. 


we ſee ſo many, either from 1 Ignorance or ſomething worſe, who 


are inimical to their own intereſt, for nothing contributes fo 
much to ſupport the oppreſſor as the i ignorance of the oppreſſed, | 


for which purpoſe the flood gates have been opened gradually, 


till by degrees the ſtreams of corruption have nearly overflowed . 


the land, ſuch as bounty acts, borrowing qualification and ſep- 


| tennial acts, 1 1 armies, exci e e and "TOR laws, 


% with 


FASL i, : 
* 


* 


OS . — 
U —— — — - 7 „1K «„ „«%ͥ L 
* * * E Ro 6 q 
n ” 1 
P * 


— ay. 


— 
. ——— — WWE a Sy Foe 
* * ” 9 
* 2 


— ³˙ ͤ²A . ————— - 
= by 9 CE * 
of * 4 A 9 - — 


— 


* 
» 


me framers thereof, and without 7 0 N 


9 


. 


avert 


— ARE IRMA... 


with various others toa painful for reflection, without credit to 
; tage to ſociety. We do 
not preſume to recapitulate theſe abuſes for your information, 
but being 5 acquainted with them, we wiſh to fiud 
out a method of redreſs. At preſent we fee a great rg/ricty in 
univerſal ſuffrage, and annual elections, but we beg you will be 
obligns enough to inform us of hat you haye collected of the 
ſenſe of the people by your correſpondents. We have to inform 

you, that our worthy Correſponding Societies of London have 


recently ſubmitted three propoſitions for our inveſtigation: firſt, 


a Convention. 5 1 
Permit us briefly to ſtate our views for your reviſal; and 


whether a petition to Parlianient, or an addreſs to the King, or 


* 


with reſpect to che firſt, we behald, we are 4 2 Heaſple: 


we have tamely fübmitted to the galling yoke, and reſiſtance in 


the preſent circumſtances is vain; we cannot act the man, and 
-as neceſſity has no law, we think ourſelyes under at» degrad- 
ing neceſſity to ſtate our grievances to the Houſe of: Conmans, with 


a requeſt for redreſs, and ſhould they rofufe to grant our reaſenable 
petition, we have ſill got (no thanks to them) a Formidable 
engine, that will convey the izt to the remoteſt farts of the 
kingdom. As to the propriety of the ſecond, we with to ſubmit 


to your ſuperior judgment, and ſhould eſteem it a favour to be 


informed of the reſult, for at preſent we are dubious of its good 


conſequences. Laſtly, a Convention, and oh ! that the period were 


arrived; but in the preſent ſtate of affairs, alas! it is impractica- 
ble! yet this is the object we frurſue, and eſteem any other means, 
only in ſubordination to, and as having a tendency to accomſiliſli 
that defirable end. | ee ek | 555 e 

„ We with to be in uniſon with our brethren and fellow 
labourers, and ſliould be glad of any information, as ſoon as it is 
convenient, and we beg your advice whether it is neceſſary, as 
ſoon as poſſible, to collect ſignatures to a petition for 4 real 


reſireſentation of the freofile, and by whom to preſent it; whether 


Mr. Coke, Mr. Burch, or any of the Friends of the People ; 
and whether it is attended with any expence.—Qur members 
are both inimical to the buſineſs. „ 
Me can give you no accurate ſtatement of the repreſenta- 


tion in our neighbourhood, only obſerve it is equally farcical 
here as elſewhere. To conclude with united thanks for all 


favours received, wiſhing you health and ſucceſs, and may heaven 
— Me ſubſcribe ourſelves, Gentlemen, , 
"Ie & Yaur obliged humble ſervant. 
ef 
Note. Pleaſe to direct to J. Broughton, St. Mary's Church; 


Mr. Blake being no longer our ſecretary.— We have between 


thirty 


* * 
A * ' 
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; rt and fry ſeparate dec in Norwich beſides maty in the. | 
—_— villages”? ; 
Mr. laue c. Now go e to. the dan Agr, | 


1 
45 ( (Read 59 the Clerk of the Cole * 
« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional fawn : 
- owÞ' riday, 12th April, 1793; preſent, Mr. J. H. Tooke, | 
Mr. Martin, Mr. Joyce, and others. 


Read an anſwer directed to be prepared to the letter received „ 


from the United Political Societies in Norwich. ; 
_ «6 Reſolved, That the ſaid anſwer be ſent by the dee, 0 3 
the ſecretary of the ſaid ſocieties. | 
Mr. Froſt read an anſwer (directed to be hrehared by A) 
to the lotter received from Birmingham. x 
2e. (To Ms. Wagftaff.) Look at that 8 N him 
a fager] do you ſee your own n ere? 
1 woo _ 
id you find that paper in an ern s houſe ? 
. Yes, Sir; in Iſaac ard 85 22 orwich. 27 
Mr. Attorney General. This letter was found in the polſeßon 
9 Mr. Adams, and the anſwer to it was found in the poſſeſſion of 
Saint, at Norwich. . 
. (To Mr. Maclean, iewing him a Hater.) 1 at mat 
paper; where did you find it? | 
A. found it in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. 
| (Clerk Reads.) 
There is no ſignature. 
08 sin, 1 16th April, 1703. 
We have to acknowledge, with great ſatisfaction, the letter 
. which you favoured us with, dated the 5th inſtant, relative to 
the moſt deſirable of all other objects, the Reform of a Parlia- 
mentary Repreſentation. The honour you do us in ſuppoſing 
that we are better fitted than yourſelves for the promotion of 
political knowledge we muſt diſclaim, becauſe we obſerve with 
the greateſt pleaſure that our country correſpondents have too 
much zeal and information to want ſucceſs in their public endea- 
vours, whether at Norwich, at Sheffield, at Mancheſter, or 
elſewhere throughout the nation. In our ſincerity for the good 
of our country, we truſt that we are all equal, and as ſuch we 
doubt not of our ultimate ſucceſs. | 
„We ſee, with ſorrow, the exiſteace of thoſe evils 3 
you ſo juſtly repreſent as the ſtreams of corruption overflowing 
this once free and proſperous country. We ſee, with ſurpriſe 
and abhorrence, that men ate to he ound both able and walling 
to ſupport thoſe corruptigns. It is however no ſmall conſolation 
to find that — are not ot wanting, in W Pu of the W 
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of an oppoſite character, who are ready to remedy, by all lau- 
_ ble and honourable means, the defect in our repreſentation, the 
* uſurped extenſion of the duration of Parliaments, and other 
1 grievances, ſuch as you notice in your letter. 
That the Conſtitution of England has no more of that 
character it once poſſeſſed; that the ſuppoſed democracy of the 
country has become a matter of property and privilege z_ and 
that we have therefore no longer that mixt government which 
our adverſaries are praiſing, when they know it is no longer in 
blur poſſeſſion, are facts notorious and indiſputable. Where then 
35 are we to look for the remedy? To that Parliament of which 
we complain, to the executive power, which is implicitly obeyed, 
it not anticipated, in that Parliament; or to ourſelves, repreſented | | 
in ſome meeting of delegates for the eſpecial purpoſe of Reform, 
F - which we ſuppoſe you underſtand by the term Convention. 
1 it is the end of each of theſe propoſitions that we ought to 
= look to, and as ſucceſs in a good cauſe muſt be the effect 8 per- 
1 | ſeverance, and the riſing reaſon of the time, let us determine 
with coolneſs, but let us perſevere with deciſion. As to a Con- 
vention, we regard it as a plan the moſt deſirable and moſt 
practicable, ſo ſoon as. the great body of the people ſhall be coura- 
geous and virtuous enough to join in the attempt. e 
HFHitherto we have no reaſon to believe that the moment is 
; arrived for that purpoſe. —As to any petition to the crown, we 
believe it hopeleſs in its conſequences. With reſpect to the laſt 
BY move propoſals, we are at a loſs to adviſe, If the event is 
looked to in the vote, which may be obtained from that body to 
. whom this petition, is to be addrefſed ; which of us can look to 
it without the proſpect of an abſolute negative? In this point 
of view, therefore, it cannot require a moment's conſideration. | 
But if we regard the policy of ſuch a petition, it may, in our 
apprehenſion, be well worth conſidering as a warning voice to 
our preſent legiſlators, and as a fignal for imitation to the majo- 
rity of the people: Should ſuch a plan be vigorouſly and gene- 
rally purſued, it would hold out a certainty to our fellow coun- 
trymen that we are not a handful of individuals unworthy of 
attention or conſideration, who deſire the, reſtoration of the 


£ * 


q 
| 4 ancient liberties of England; but on the contrary, it might 
i bring into light that hoſt of well-meaning men, who, in the 
El different towns and counties of this realm, are ſilently bat ſeri- | 
Wo . - ouſly anxious for reformation in the government. TL 
We exhort you, with anxiety, to purſue your laudable 
ER ,  #<endeavours for the common good, and never to deſpair of the 
Ji} %% ule. 4c 7 Wear We. ĩ 
_ - 5 5 Signed by order, in the name of the _ 
I | Society for Conſtitutional Inforination, 
== B — — ZSecretary. “ 


. (To Mr. Adams, flewing him ſaler.) Look at that, 


And tell me whether that is your eee, ; and whether that 


letter was ſent to Norwich in conſequence o 
12th April, 1793, as appears in your book ? 
A. This is my hand-writing. = * | 
' Q. Was it ſent to Mr. Saint, at Norwich) 
A. Yes, Sir; it was ſent in conſequence of a reſolution of 
the 12th April, 1793. SEE 
Mr. Attorney General. T will read a letter of the 12th May, 
1793, which is a letter from Margarot and Hardy, who are 


a reſolution of the 


both aſſociated members to the Society of the Friends of the 


dix (e). | | 
Q. iT, Mr. Lauzun, flewing him a paper.) Look at that 
paper, and tell me whether you found it any where, and where? 
A. Yes, Sir; I found it at Mr. Hardy's houſe. 
5 (Clerk Reads.) | | 
"a, 3 London, May 17, 1793. 
The London Correſponding Society eagerly ſeize the 
e e of Mr. Urquhart going back to Edinburgh, to 
requeſt of your ſociety a renewal of correſpondence, and 
a more intimate co-operation in that which both ſocieties 
alike ſeek, viz. a Reform in the Parliamentary Repreſentation. 
We are very ſenſible that no ſociety can by itfelf bring about 
that deſirable end; let us therefore unite as much as pothhle, 
not only with each other, but with every other ſociety through- 
out the nation. Our petitions, you will have learned, have been 
all of them unſucceſsful ; our attention muſt now therefore be 
turned to ſome more effectual means. From your ſociety we 
would willingly learn them, and you, on your part, may depend 


People, at Edinburgh. Your Lordſhip will find it in Appen- 


upon our adopting the firmeſt meaſures, provided they are con- 


ſtitutional; and we hope the country will not be behind hand 
W. . | | 
„This war has already opened the eyes of many, and ſhould 
it continue much longer, there is no anſwering for its effect on 
the minds of the people. 5 : 
„Our ſociety has met with much perſecution, nevertheleſs 
we go on increaſing in number and political knowledge. With- 
ing you and our cauſe all ſucceſs, we remain moſt cordially, Sir, 
„For the London Correſponding Society, . 
„ Your friends and fellow labourers 
« M. MARGAROT, Chairman. 
55 : „T. HARDY, Secretary. 
« To the Friends of the People at Edinburgh.” | 
Mr. Attorney General. This is a letter from Mr. Skirving, in 
- anſwer to that which you have heard read. 3 | 
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J. (75 Mr. Lauxun, flewing him a hafier.) Did you find 
that paper any where ? _— gt 


| ſeparately the 


N 


—— 


* 


A. Yes, Sir; this is one I found in Mr. Hardy's houſe. 
| 7 (Clerk Reads.) 


„ SIR, 


Mr. Urquhart did me the pleaſure to call on Thurſday, 


afternoon, and he delivered your letter of the 17th current. 1 


am much pleaſed with the contents of it, and ſhall lay it before 


the firſt meeting of our ſocieties here, which however does not 


take place till Monday ſevennight. I would have acknowledged 


the receipt of your favour by yeſterday's poſt, but was too much 


employed in removing our houſehold to another lodging to attend 
to any thing elſe. | 5 
If either you in England or we in Scotland ſhould attempt 
3 which we, I truſt, ſeek to obtain, we 
ſhould by ſo doing only expoſe our weakneſs, and manifeſt our 
ignorance of the corruption which oppoſes our important under- 


taking. If we ſought only the extirpation of one ſet of inter-. 
eſted men from the management of national affairs, their places 
might be given to another ſet, without effect ing the vitals of the 


Jyftem adverſe tz Reform. Theſe might eaſily be accompliſhed; 
but to cut up deep and wide-rooted prejudices, to give effectual 
energy to the dictates of truth, in favour of public virtue and- 
national proſperity, in oppoſition to ſelf and all its intereſted 


Habits, and to withſtand and over-awe the final efforts of the 
powers of darkneſs, is the work of the whole, and not of a 


part, a work to which mankind, till this awful period, were 
never adequate, becauſe never till now diſſioſed to fraternize, not 


merely, or only, I truſt, from the ſenſe of the common danger to 
which we are exhoſed, but from the ennobling firinciſule of untver- 


fal benevelence. ; | 
% I know no greater ſervice that I can do to my country than 
to promote the union you ſo wiſely defire; and I am happy to 
aſſure you, that I have hitherto diſcovered no ſentiment in our 
aſſociation adverſe to the moſt intimate and brotherly union with 
the aſſociations in England. 5 


E think the minds of all muſt, in the nature of things, be 
now turned to more effectual means of Reform. Not one per- 
ſon was convinced of the neceſſity of it by the moſt convincing, 


arguments of reaſon, together with the moſt unequivocal exprel- 
ſions of univerſal defire. What then is to be hoped for from 
' repetition ;- I am only afraid that the bow in England againſt 
Reform was ſo contracted that in returning it may break. Von 

mo ltingy learn, you ſay from us. I own that we ougkt 


to be forward in this. Ve have, at once, in great. wiſdom e 
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Fefted our filan of organization ; and if we were in the ſame indefien- 
dent flate of mind as the fieoſile of England, we would be able to take 
. the lead, The aſſociations with you are no more I fear—excuſe 
my freedom—than an, ariſtocracy for the good of the people. 
They are indeed moderate, firm, and virtuous, and better can- 
not be; but we are the people themſelves, and we are the firſt 


HY» 


to ſhew that the people can both judge and reſolve, if undirected 


by faction, with both wiſdom and moderation. 


] have not a higher wiſh in the preſent exertion for Reform, 


than to ſee the people univerſally and regularly affociated, 
. becauſe I am perſuaded that the preſent diſaſtrous engagements 


will iſſue in ruin; and the people then muff provide for tem- 


ſelves; and it would be unhappy, when we /honuld be ready to att 
with unanimity to be occuſued about organization, without which 
however anarchy muſt enſue. We will not need but to be pre- 
pared for the event, to © ſtand and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord.“ 
Let us therefore take the hint given us by our oppoſers ; let us 
begin in earneſt to make ui our minds relative to the extent of 
Reform which we ought to ſeek; be ſirtſiared to juſtify it, and to 
controvert ohñections; let us model the whole in the publie mind; 


let us provide every ſtake and ſtay of the tabernacle which we 


would erect, ſo that when the tabernacle of oſiſireſſion in the filaces 
of ambition are broken down, under the madneſs and folly of their 
{upporters, we may then, without anarchy and all dangerous 


delay, ered at once our tabernacle of righteouſneſs. And may the 


Lord himſelf be in it. 4 


+ How hurtful to the feelings of a reflecting mind to look 


back to the wretched ſtate in which the Roman monarchy, en- 


feebled and broken by its own corruption, left. the nations which 
it had ſubjected, like © ſheep without a ſhepherd, * they ſoon 


became a prey to every invader, becauſe there was none to 


gather and unite them. Had they, foreſeeing the evil, aſſoci- 


ated for mutual defence, no robber would have been able to 


enſlave them; they would have given laws to all parties as well 
as to themſelves ; all ſeparate lates and nations would have 
ſought their alliance; but not having virtue to aſſociate, and 
heal the diviſions, and root out the ſelfith ſpirit, which ambition 


| foſtering governments procure to their ſubjects, they fell under 
oppreſſions, from under whoſe iron ſceptre they have never yet 
been able to deliver themſelves. _ | ra 


We may ſuppoſe an event which we deprecate; | nay, 
ſhould we not be prepared for every poſſible iſſue of the preſent 
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unprecedented divifions of mankind, we have a right to be 


apprehenſive of the abilities of our own managers, who are fo 
afraid to depart from precedent, that, like men of detail, they 


may be inadequate to the taſk of preſerving the veſſel from ſhip- 


* 


* 
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Wreck, now grappling with danger, not only great, but newaand 
uncommon. If the preſent miniſtry fail, who after them ſhall 
© RE be truſted; it requires little penetration to ſee the anarchy and diſ- 
Wy” cord which will follow; it will be ſuch, that nothing ſhort of a 
general union among the people themſelves will be able to heal; 
" haſte, therefore, to aſſociate, at leaſt to be ready to aflociate. If 20 
then, ſuch a broken ſtate of things ſhould take place, the civil 
broils that would neceſſarily enſue would ſoon ſubſide before the 
united irreſiſtible voice of the whole. Do not, I intreat you 
heſitate, thinking ſuch a_ work premature as yet; but a month, 
and then it may be too late. A malignant 77 may be already , 
formed, and only waiting for the halting of the preſent mana- 
gers; it will then be too late to ſeek to ſubject to deliberation, 
after a party has,dared the act of rebellion. / you go no;farther 
than ſeharate meetings in different towns, we will not be able to 
confide in your confraternity, becauſe, while in ſuch ſlate, you may be 
but the tools of a faction. We could have all confidence, and unite 
with all affection, in one aſſembly of commiſſioners, from all 
countries of the world, if we knew they were choſen by the 
unbiaſſed voice of the people, becauſe they would come up with 
the fame diſintereſted views and deſires as ourſelves, having all 
agreed to a common centre of union and intereſt; but we could 
not confide in fellow citizens who kept aioof from ſuch union, 
2 would not previoully affiliate in one great and indiviſible 
-Ramily. | | RES 5 
e . with ſo long an epiſtle, I have at leaſt 
ſhewn my inclination to correipond. I have alſo hinted at things 
which appear to me the preſent ſubjects of conſideration, becauſe 
J am deſirous of your opinion upon them. I have poſſibly wrote 
with too much freedom, but you will place it to account of 
zeal in the cauſe, and on this ſcore diſcharge my deſign, which 
is diſintereſted and philanthrophic. | PR 
a ag © With ſincere eſteem and affection, _ 
„ Edinburgh, Jam, Sir, your well-wither, 
25th May, 1792. W. SKIRVING, Secretary.“ 
Mir. Attorney General, Now go to the 28th June, 1792. 
| (Clerk Reads.) 
« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
Priday, 28th June, 1793; preſent, J. H. Tooke. 8 
* Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare an 
addreſs to the Britiſh nation. _ C . 
„ Reſolved, That Mr. 'Tooke and Mr. Yorke be requeſted 
to prepare the ſaid addreſs.” . | Tae 
Mr. Attorney General. Weare now going to read letters from 
che Political Societies at Norwich, to the Conſtitutional Society 
1 | PT 3 r n I 


* 
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in London, relative to the ſame object, namely, a Convention, 
and an addreſs to the King. 1 | | 


ee eee ti 4 jor) Whats 
find that paper: FEE . TO: 


. In Mr. Hardy's houſe: | FO FOTO 

9250 , Red an 

« Addreſſed to Thomas Hardy, No. , Piccadilly, London. 
_ SIR, | 6 8 5 \ 


I lately received your letter from Mr. Couſens, dated April 
22d, which, through multiplicity of buſineſs, we have omitted 


to anſwer—hope you wilt excuſe the delay. Mie alſo receive 7 


your friendly letter, firior to that, wherein you ſlated three firofuo/i- 


tions: firſt, a ſietition to his Majeſty, or to Parhament, or a Na- 


tional Convention, and ordered one of our committee to anſwer 1t ; 


ſhould be glad if you will inform me whether it was attended to 
1 gave my oſiinion on the ſubjeft of the Conſtitutional Sactety of 
London, and found their ideas congemal with my own, Viz. an + 
_ addreſs to the King, futile ; a fretition to Parliament (as a c 
quered ſieoſile) tolerable; a National Convention (if careumſtances - 


admitted) beſt of all, To what an alarming criſis are we ar- 


Tived ; the Junto is formed and eſtabliſhed ; the people become a 


prey, and (to adopt the phraſe of an Hibernian apoſtate) are 


treated as the ſwiniſh multitude, except the privilege of fattening, 
Wars muſt commence at the caprice of individuals; people 


torn from their houſes to be butchered; windmills muſt be 
attacked at the riſk of being carried over and daſhed to atoms; 


the nation drained of its ſuſtenance to ſupport a league, &c. &c. 


&c. Many epithets may with propriety be applied, excepting 
ſuch as Fox, Sheridan, Grey, Erſkine, Landſdowne, Lauder- 


dale, Stanhope, Paine, Prieſtley, Tooke, Wharton, Macleod, 


Bartow, Mackintoſh, Cooper, beſides many who have ſuffered 


under the iron hand of, &c. and when the people have complained, 
and humbly requeſted a removal of abuſes, they have been treated 
with inſult. Alas! where is the majeſty of the people? An 


indifferent obſerver would ſuppoſe it to center in ſtars and 
garters, ribbons, and coltly apparel, palaces, coaches and horſes, 
with all the trumpery of puerile amuſement—and were it not for 


their accurſed conſequences, we could bear with it; but, When 


we conſider how 2 ſweat and toil and ſtarve to ſupport it, 


| how can we be perſuaded but that there is a contrivance between 


the land owners and the merchants to hold the people in vaſlal- 


age; for they eat up the people as they eat bread; the influence 
of the ariſtocracy and hierarchy is become very alarming, for 


they have abſorbed and ſwallowed up the people; but a rumour 
is ſpread from the ſouth, and it is terrible to tyrants—it ſtings 
e e 4 2 — Rn 


— 


. 2 


, 


+, 7 x 


rrru min 


their . galls their fleſh, and Mike Paſhur, are 2 terror to 


themſelves, leſt che people ſhould aſſert their riglits. 


on 8 | 7:6 Ours, ec. IE IODE * 
Mr. Attorney General. This is a letter of the 25th July, 1793, 
which is part of an anſwer to the laſt letter. TS 


2. (To Mr. Lauzun, fhewing him a haher. ) Where did you 


find that letter ? 


A. I found this in Mr. Hardy's houſe. 

(Clerk Reads.). | : 

6. 4" London, 28 July, 1903: 
«© FrLLow CITIZENS, 5 1 

The London Correſponding 8 have received and read 

with pleaſure your letter of the 25th of June, but the anſwer 
which you mention to have been made to our three queſtions has 
not yet come to hand. We ſhall be glad to be informed in your 


next, Whether it was ever put in the poſt-offce. 


„With regard to the queſtions themſelves, however indivi- 
duals may have made up their minds on them, the frublic ſeemed 
moſt to aſilirove the mode of fietitioning Parliament. We accord- 
ingly 125 von and ſent in a fietition, ſigned by near G, oco per- 
fons. With this letter you will receive a copy of it; and with 
its fate you are doubtleſs not unacquainted. 1 

„While we agree with you that the people are treated like 
fwine, we are forced to acknowledge that ſome among them, 
from their Sloth and Ignorance, ſcarcely deſerve better uſage; 
however, unceaſingly labouring to meliorate their condition as 
well as our own, 1 8 convinced that a thorough Parliamentary 
Reform is the only means of effectuating it, we firmly purſue 
our purpoſe, and in the moſt conſpicuous manner, under the eye 
of the court, in the middle of the metropolis, and in the very neſt 


of place and penſion hornets, the tavern where Reeves, the tool 


of the junto, holds his inquiſitorial tribunal, have lately held a 
general meeting of the ſociety, ſent forth an addreſs to the nation, 
and entered into ſome ſpirited reſolutions, a few copies of which 
we deſire you to accept and promulgate as far and as wide as you 
can; at the fame time reſt aſſured that the firmneſs diſplayed 


therein is not confined to words, but that on every occaſion our 


fociety will be found foremoſt in afferting and recovering the 
.. 5, 6 es 
«+ Exhorting you, therefore, to throw aſide all unavailing com- 


pla int, we wiſh you to occupy yourſelves in inſtructing the peo- 


. 


ple, m introducing and maintaining order and re 1 5 in your 
0 


own Society, and in forming a junction with all other aſſociated for 
the fame ſiurſioſe throughcut the nation, by keeping up a conſtant 
correſpondence with them; but, above all, orderly and courageouſly 


preparing your /elf for the cvent ; for as it is natural to ſuppole that 


thoſe 


7 
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| thoſe who now prey on the public will not willingly yield up | 
| their, enjoyments, nor re- poſſeſs us of our rights tout @ /frus - 
gle, which, by their behaviour in Ireland, we have ſome reaſon 
to think they are meditating, and perhaps may intend to effect 
by means of thoſe very foreign mercenaries who are now paid I 
with the ſweat of our brow, and whom, under ſome plauſible ' of 
pretence, it would be no difficult matter to land on our 4 1 
may be more advantageous to humanity to ſhew them at firſt, 
that their opponents are neither mob nor rabble, but an indignaut 
ofifireſſed fieofile, in whom it it not yet entirely eætinct the volour of 
their ae en dn TY . , ip 

Union and increaſe being then our only reſources, let us di- 
ligently exert ourſelves therein with zeal and patience, removi 
ignorance and prejudice, with firmneſs and a conſiſtent beha- 
viour encouraging thoſe who join us; and, above all, avoiding 
little bickerings among ourſelves, ever diſcountenancing ſelfiſh | = 
jealouſies and private animoſities, and cordially joining with heart S 
'and hand in the common caule. 1 8 | 
_ « Your neighbourhood mult ſeverely feel the dreadful conſe- 
quences of an iniquitous, depopulating, and ruinous war, but 

ou are not only the ſufferers; from various parts of the countrywe 
—— that the war abroad has already ſpread deſolation at home; 
yet ſuch is the blindneſs of ſome folks, that they talk of its being 
continued for years. Peace we with to all men, but to ſu ß 
friends deſtruction. Let us hear from you ſoon, and let our 
future correſpondence be more regular. We are, with ſincerity, _ 
fellow citizen, for the London Correſponding Society, as Sf 
| VVour friends and fellow labourers for the 
good of our country, 


| « M. M. 3 

185 | | SE © Tz BE — 
2. (To Maclean, fhewing him a ſiaſier.? Where did you find = 
that paper? | | : „ 18 I 

A. At Mr. Hardy's houſe. 1 „„ 

Mr. Attorney General. It is a letter addreſſed to the London A 
Correſponding Society, and communicated by Mr. Hardy to 
Mr. Adams. 2 | | > 
„ a (Clerk Reads.) | ed ne Fon; 

„ BROTHER HaARDy, - EE 

«© The letter and theſe papers will explain themſelves : I went 


to a meeting the day this mentions, and the determination of the 
aſſociation is univerſal ſuffrage and annual parhaments; and it 

is the unanimous defire and with of that meeting, that two per- 
ſons, if poſſible, ſhould be ſent from the Societies in England, 
as Delegates, to meet our dear Northern Friends in the enſuing 
Convention. I muſt deſire that the with of our friends may be 
complied with. If any perſon could be elected of ſound princi- 


83 


$20 - THE TRIAL of ' 
ples and a clear underſtanding, a good ſpeaker, with a large head 
and a warm heart in the cauſe of freedom, having in view not 
his own aggrandizement—ſuch a delegate would be of great ſer- 
vice. He muſt be there the 29th of this month, as the Convention 
meets on that day, and if my poor exertions can be of ſervice as 
the other delegate, the London Correſponding Society may - 
command me to ſupport their intereſts as far as I am capable. 
Thoſe who know me know I am no ſpeaker, much leſs an 
_ orator, but this I ſay, my heart lies in the right place, and I 
hate and abhor all deſpots. I am often with our friend Muir, 
he bears his confinement with a fortitude of ſoul, inſpired with the 
genius of liberty. J have much to ſay, but I muſt leave off. This 
letter will be delivered, who will thew you my direction. 1 
muſt have a ſpeedy anſwer, becauſe of the approaching meeting 
here—every thing J will communicate to you, from time to time, 
withing ſucceſs to all human butchers. 2 e 
| a „] remain yours, Brother Hardy, E 
Tt OD 9 % A, CALLEN DER.“ 
The following is the paper referred to in the above letter. 

Ihe Friends of the people and of a Parliamentary Reform, 
in their general Committee of their laſt meeting in May, unani- 
moufly refolved to perſevere in ſupport of the cauſe of a reform, 
when chey ſhould again aſſemble in the city of Edinburgh. 
The ſeveral Societies are now, therefore, called upon to 

meet in their turns, with all convenient ſpeed, for the purpoſe of 
electing and inſtructing their Delegates how to act at the next ge- 
neral meeting, aſſociated for a general Reform; and the Societies 
will not fail to ſend to their Delegates notice to attend. 

„ The Delegates will, erode, come up to this meeting, 
which is unlimited as to the length of its fitting ; for the friends 
of the people ſeek not their own reputation, but the univerſal” 
good of all. | „ NE . | 

The aſlociated meetings in Edinburgh will advertife their 
place of meeting in due time. 


(signed) 3 W. SKk1RvING, Secretary.“ 
Copy for the uſe of the different diviſions of the London 
Correſponding Society. „ 9 


oN PHILIP FRANK LOW, Aſſiſtant Sec.“ 

Mr. Attorney Gentral. Now turn to the book of the Con- 
ſtitutional Society of the 25th October, 1793. | 
7 Fi 5 (Clerk Reads.) e 
« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Friday, 25th October, 
17933 preſent, Mr. J. H. Tooke, and others. 1 3; 

EP 55 N | « Mr. 


- _JoHN HonkE Toak k. wat 


e Vfr./Shcldjo.reid's lets; Wil ad lee roo i. 
ving, Secretary to the Convention of the Friends of the People 


in Scotland, to the Secretary to the London Correſponding 80. 


_ «© Refolved, That an extraordinary general meeting of this - 
Society be called for Monday next, at the Crown and Anchor 


Tavern, at fix o'clock in the evening, to confider of che — 
and propriety of ſending Delegates to a Convention of Delega 


of the different Societies in Great Britain, to be held at Edin- 
burgh, for the purpoſe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. 
_ 5 Reſolved, That the ſubſtance of the motion be inſerted in 


the letter. WO 


At an extraordinary meeting, held 28th October 1794, at 


13 the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand. 
Read addreſſes to the Friends of the People of Parliamentary 


Reform, 8 Wm. Skirving, Secretary to the General Con- 1 0 


vention, at Edinburgh. _ _ RE” 5 
* Reſolved, That this Society do ſend Delegates to the enſuing 


Convention to be held in Edinburgh, for promoting a Reform in 


Parliament. | 


„ Reſolved, That two members of this Society bs cleQel ad 


Del s to the ſaid Convention. 105 . 

„ Reſolved, That Henry Yorke, and Charles Sinclair, be 
elected Delegates—Charles Sinclair, and Hemy Vork were 
according elected. e HE 

Mr. Sinclair being preſent accepted of the office. 


. (To Mr. Scott, fhewing him ſome papers.) Where did vou 


find thoſe papers? C Be NO 

A. They were taken out of the cuſtody of Mr. rr, at 

Edinburgh; they are the ſcroll and minutes of the Britiſh Con- 
"OR | 1 * f n >: 4 „ 


Mr. Tooke. If I am miſtaken, your Lordſhip will ſtop me 


immediately, but I think the proſecutors have proved by their 
own witneſs, that though my name appears on the book on the 
25th October, when a motion was made for an extraordinary 


meeting on the 28th, that I was not therey/ there being a ſtrong 
; Save: which enabled him to know I was not chere on 
the 28th; he likewiſe proves I was got preſent, though m7 
n be fit and proper that 
upon my trial, when it is firſt of all proved by their own witneſs, 


circum 


name appears in the book; will it 


chat I was not only abſent when this took place, but that I was 
| likewiſe exceedin 1 averſe to it, and was very angry, and ſuf- 
fered much ab 


— 


criminate mee 


4 * 
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about it. Will it be fit and proper to make 
it conſonant with the reſt of the proceedings, to permit tis tc 
be read to the Jury, who may forget that circumſtance, that? 
diſapproved of the meaſure particularly. Can this be read to 


_— 


ary, 17 


„ Citizens — 


vn TRIAL, * 


5 1 MI Law. We wk ſhew the 8 of Mr. Toke 


to e meaſures when he war in the nn $7 the 27th Janes F 
7, Prefs eat, T4 is ronalred, that we „ ſhould admit this evi- 


dence as part of the evidence of the tranſaction, at the ſame time it 


will not be forgot, that as to the circumſtance of ſending Delegates, 


| — are not concerned; in the firſt place you was abſent, and in 


e next place, you was againſt ſending them; it muſt be ad 
to ſhew the proceedings of that "as were afterwards ap- 
proved of in the Conſtitutional Society, and to chat N it may 


be read to bring it home. 


Mr. Toke. I beg pardon, then as far as T-am concerned i it 
will only be brought againſt me. It is very natural for me to 
bans 7 the beſt I can or my defence. | 

Lord Prefident. There can be no ' obje&tion to your endea- 
youring to make every uſe you. poſſibly can of it. 


It; 


. 1 (Clerk Reads.) 


„ #6-Convention Hall, Nov. 23, 179g. 
«Tt was Aus Sie that from thenceforth the renten ſhould 


be ſtyled The Britih Convention of the Delegates of the Peofile, 


aflociated to obtain univerſal ſuffrage and annual parliaments; 
agreed to unanimouſly. Alſo this other motion: A motion 


Vas alſo made for the Convention allowing the members of the 


Vnited Society of Iriſhmen, to ſpeak and vote here.” — 
KReferred to the Sections. 
—— Who were country Delegates, caqueſte] 
leave of abſence, which was granted, upon at ee that they 
would'do their utmoſt to ſend De elegates i in their place. 

In the ſame ſitting there are the following motions, viz. 
Motion by Mr. , reſpeCting dividing the country into 
departments, and appointing provincial Conventions, whereby 


they may become more acquainted with each others ichbnieats: 


.** Referred to the Committee of Union.” 


. Ninth Day's Sitting. 


25 «6 e ee , in the Chair. ; 

208 Chisgo Sinclair read the amendment upon Citizen . 
der s motion, as agreed upon by the Committee; and it was 
agreed, that the houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a Committee 


for its mature conſideration. —In the , courſe of 2 converſa- 


tion, Citizen Brown gave a hiſtory of the Ha Corpus 


Act. | After an excellent diſcuſſion of the queſtion, pertinent re- 
marks, and amèndments, the Convention was reſumed, and the 
"Whole, as amended, being read over, the members ſtood upon 
their fect, and paſſed” the reſolution unanimouſly, as follows: © 
Citizen Gerald, in an energetic and animated ſpeech, ad- 
85 ALreſted che N and n his happind ar the motion 
3 5 | A 4 ; . . 


— 


"4 * 


over the parliament. 


ſpeech, and proved the influence of the executive government 


Citizen Margarot read and propoſed the following motion: 


«© That a Secret Committee of Three, with the Secretary, be 


> * 
1 * 


appointed to determine the place where ſuch Convention of 
mergency ſhall meet; that ſuch place ſhall remain a ſecret 
with them, and with the Secretary of this Convention; and that 


each Delegate ſhall, at the breaking up of tlie preſent ſeſſion, 
be intruſted with a ſealed letter, containing the name of the place 
of meeting; that this letter ſhall be delivered unopened to his 
conſtituents, the receipt of which thall be acknowledged by a 
letter to the Secretary in the ſame ſtate until the pe- 


riod ſhall arrive at w 


ich it ſhall be deemed neceſſary for the De- 


legates to ſet off. This motion was ſeconded by and the 
lame paſſed unanimouſly. Accordingly the following citizens 


were nominated a Secret Committee upon this#bukineſs, viz. 


Margarot, ————, with the Secretary; and they were re- 


queſted to deviſe the beſt poſſible means of conveyung*this inti- 


mation to thoſe Societies whoſe views are the ſame with ours, 


* 
- 


but may not have Delegates at this time. e 
Ipbe minutes of this day's fitting cloſe with a variety of 
motions ; and amonſt others the following, by Citizen 


and ſeconded by Citizen —— That a fund be raiſed by ſub- 


ſcription for defraying the expence of ſmall and patriotic publica- 


tions, to be diſtributed in the Highlands. Every publication 
ſhall bear the figure of a Highland Man in full drets, with m_ 


and broad ſword, to attract the attention of Highlandmen, No 


publication to coſt more than half a penny. 2 
By Citizens , ** That a Committee be aßſibinted to draw uft 


a declaration of the natural, unalienable, and unfreſcrifuable Rights 


of Man; and that the ſame be firefixed to an Adareſs to the Peofile 


of Great Britain. : 5 3:0 
And, That a Committee of Obſervation be appointed in 


London, to give the earlieſt intimation of 52 motion of the kind 


mentioned in the foregoing reſolution ts the different Societies. 


Convention Hall, Firſt Year of the Britiſh Convention, Nov. 


20, Anno Domini, 1793.—Tenth Day's Sitting. 
| 9 46 (Citizen — ts „in the Chair. 


« Citizen Margarot gave in the Report of the Committee of 


Regulations; which was ordered to be printed, and copies to be 
given into the ſections on Monday, for their conſideration. 
„The Secretary read 's motion for a Commuttee of Ob- 
| ſervation to be appointed in London. Citizen Margarot ſtated, 
That there was no occaſion for a Committee of that nature in 


+ 
; H h 2 London, 
5 as 5 EE > * 
| 55 $7 7 ae We 92 
4 . . 1 N = Ts 38 
72 85 8 


yy * 9 
2 
* . 
* * E I 
— — * 
. 8 


| paſſed; and expoſed the act of the Iriſh Parliament, call a. 


Convention Bill—and Citizen followed him in a manly - 


S 
. 
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Lon as there were ſeveral thoufands of people in that city "4 


ypon the look-out. It was accordingly agreed, I lat the Conven- 


ien ſhould requeſt the London Committee of Correſhondence to give 
. the earlieſt intelligence of what haſſed in farliament. „ 


A letter from a friend, &c. which had been tranſmitted to 
A. Scott, of the Gazetteer, was read, containing patriotic ſenti- 


wents, and two guineas; and Citizen Taylor preſented a guinea 


from another Citizen, whoſe name he was not at liberty to men- 
tion.—lIt was ſtated by the Secretary, that a citizen from Lon- 
don was preſent, who was to give Fl. 5s. to the Convention, 
when a collection ſhould be made for enlightening the High- 
landers. - The thanks of the houſe was unanimouſly given to 
the before- mentioned patriots for their donations.” |, 


\- _ Eleventh Day's Sitting, Nov. 30, 1793. EN 

The Secretary read a motion, that a Committee be ap- 
pointed to reviſe each day's minute's immediately on the riſing 
of the Convention, for the purpoſe of ſending them to the preſs, 


to make hereafter a daily bulletin of the ſame. The queſtion 


being put, the motion paſſed unanimouſly. ; 
Citizen likewiſe moved, That no perſon. ſhould 
be allowed the honours of the fitting, unleſs recommended by two 

members; which, with amendments, as in the motion itfelf, 
I cl on 

Ihe Secretary read a motion for publiſhing the natural, 
unalienable, and unpreſcriptible Rights of Man, which was 


ordered to be given to the Committee of Union. | 
4 It was moved, That Captain ——— ſhould report ſome 


circumſtances to the Convention; for which purpoſe the houſe 


reſolved itſelf into a Committee, when he read an account of 
the trial and ſentence of D. Holt, for reprinting the Duke of 
Richmond and Mr. Pitt's Reſolution for a Parhamentary Res 


form; after which, the Chairman being replaced, the Secretary 


moved, That Captain 


ſhould be allowed the honours of - 


„Citizen from Strathaven, and from Hamil- 


ton, requeſted leave of abſence ſhould be granted, and moved, 
that all the Delegates who had left the Convention, ſhould re- 


cCeive letters to return immediately, and remain at An poſts 


until the important buſineſs which was daily introduc 

Convention ſhould be properly diſcuſſed, e. 
A motion to fine thoſe members who did not attend their 

Sections. The order of the day was called for. [ SR HT 


into the 
2 


1 


A motion for drawing out a ſcroll of a petition to parlia- 


ment; which being read, The order of the day was moved uh 


Monday December , 2, 1793. Fu _ Britiſh Co anrention, 


Twelfth Day's Sitting. 


-, in the Chair, and Citizen and 
Aſſiſtants at the Table. | 

3 Citizen Skirving inſiſted that all the members, both of the - . 
Convention and Pris mary Societies, mould ſubſcribe a ſolemn, | | 
league and covenant. . 

i Rn Gerald pled for Vberty of ſentiment ; and compared 
the people and their enemies, to the worſhippers of the true Gal 
and of Baal. He afterwards read ſome paragraphs from the 
| Edinburgh Herald, with ſuitable comments; and compared the 
conftitution of 1688 to a dead horſe. He ſhewed the e 
of the litle Gentleman, and the propriety of the term 
« Citizen;” remarked the impropriety of the mode of promul- 
gating our laws, by reſtricting them to be ſold by one * 
and publiſhed in the Saxon character, which few can read. 

Citizen Skirving alſo pled for the motion, and infiſted that 
it was proper, on all occaſions, to take the opinion of the 
Primary Socicties, and conſidered the Convention as 1 G com- 
mattee of the fieofile. ; 

Citizen Margarot pled i in favour of the motion, The ap- : 
probation given by the many eee their conflituents in 
London, Shejfield, Norwich, Leeds, | | 

The motion being agreed to, wh one diſemient voice, 
who afterwards, acceded, Citizen read a ſpirited advertiſe- 
ment from the N ottingham Society, inſerted i in a Sheffield new | 

aper. 

. A motion made by Citizen ——, and ſeconded by Citizen 
„That the Convention ſhall paſs ſome reſolutions reſpe&- 
ing the late unprecedented and unwarrantable infringements on 
the freedom of the preſs, particularly the arbitrary ſentence. of _ 
Judge Wilſon againſt Mr. Holt, for reprinting the Duke of 
ichmond and Mr. Pitt's plan of Reform. 
„ Citizens — and moved, That this 8 | 
take under conſideration whether (after the contemptible manner 
in which the late petitions for Parliamentary Reform were 
treated) they ſhall again petition for Reform, or at what Pony 
they ſhould recommend the ſame to their conſtituents.” Lg 


; At che Thirteenth Day's Sitting. 3 
, of Sheffield, produced a commiffion 3 che 


60 Citizen 


5 


195 2 Conftitutional Society, - appointing him their _ 


which was approved of by the Convention 
The minutes of the Fourteenth Day $ ang. Are begun. and 


entered thus: 
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of December.) 


hurry Sa it. I will wait till it is foun 


| I in the 4 day's 0 biting. 


"THE TRIAL or 
« Edinburgh, November "Ys 1703. 


00 + Fourteenth Sitting of che Convention.” 
0 In the above, r is, by miſtake, inſerted in place b 


% Mr. Margarot begged leave to bring in a motion to the 
effecl, That the moment of the illegal diſperſion of the preſent 
Convention be conſidered as our ſummons to repair to the place 
of meeting appointed for the Convention of Emergency by the 
Secret Committee; and that the ſame motion be conſidered this 
evening. Leave was accordingly granted. 

Ihe Convention then heard the only ties motions on their 


table read, which regarded the ſame matter; and it being ob- 


jected to, that he buſineſs of theſe motions was to be taken up 


_ to-morrow evening, after ſome converſation, it was carried by a 


vote to the houſe to delay further confideration till to-morrow 


evening. Mr. Margarot being prepared to bring forward his 


motion above mentioned, the ſame was taken under confidera- 
tion, and was as fellows : 3 
„ Moved, That the moment © of any illegal diſperſion of the 


55 Britiſh Convention ſhall be conſidered as a ſummons t6 the dele- 


gates to repair to the place of meeting appointed for the Conven- 
tion of eee by the Secret Committee; and that the 
Secret Committee be inſtructed to proceed, without delay, to fix 


the place of meeting. 


The Convention having conſidered the motion fully, una- 
nimoufly reſolved the ſame, and e. the Secret Committee | 


to proceed as directed.“ 


Mr. Erſtine. Will you inchiz e us with that part adobe the 


= 8 and two bad ſhillings, and alſo the manner in which the 


onvention was diſperſed ? 

Clerk o th Arraigns. 1 don't know where i it 18. Uh, 

Mr. Exſtine. Then find it, Sir; I beg) you will. IJ am in no 
r. Solicitor General. The proceedings in the Convention do 

not contain any thing about the diſperſion. | I Have a notion it * 


7 Clerk Reads. 7 


; * 
\ . 


% The minutes being read and prayers ſaid, Mr. 1 


; | Was unanimouſly called to the chair.“ . 1 is the 21/1 Moventer | 


1793.) 1 
| 185 The ſecretary Accel the Convention; that he bad laſt 


night received fifteen thillings from 11x of the viſitors'who had 


been preſent, and which was paid to Mrs. Skirving, with three 


i received from wn alfo Oe that a general 


Ee: collection 


- 0 7 bf 
9 : 
” 


you HORNE Lodz. 5 


collecuon ſhould be made, which being agreed to, and. Mei, _ 
Callender and Scott appointed collectors, there was drawn 0 — "i 
inſtantly four pounds five — s and eight pence, of which - 9 
there were two bad ſhillings alance, 40. 35. 8d. 

Mr. Sees -Look on the other ſide, there i 1s ſomething al ©... 


Clerk Reads.) 


« The collection at the door amounted to nineteen ſhillings 5 
and three pence Moore gave one ſhilling, making together on“ 
pound and three pence, wanehs was delivered to the ens | 
Mr. Reed.” - | 

"M0 Solicitor General. Go to hs roth Fee I 704. 


(Clerk Read...) 1 SE . 


46 . a meeting of che Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
Friday, 10th January, 1794: preſent, Mr. J. H. Tockke. 
40 Reſolved, That the important letters received from Mr. ä 
| , the delegate from this ſociety to the Convention 1 
F and the ſubſequent proceedings of that Convention, A 
be taken into. conſideration on Friday next, and that a general EL. 
R of the ſociety be called for that purpoſe.” | 
2 At a general meeting, Friday, 17th of Janpary, 179, 
J. H. Tooke, Eſq. in the chair.“ 
0 ( 2 Cler of rags Was Mr. Tut proſent £7 


Ves, Sir. 
7 Clerk Reads. * 


40 Reſolved, That law ceaſes to be an \ object 2 che e 
whenever it becomes an inſtrument of oppreſſion. . 
« Reſolved, That we recal to mind, with the deepeſt fatis-. .- 
faction, the merited fate of the infamous Jefferies, . once Lorlad 
Chief Juſtice of England, whoy at the era of the glorious Revo- 
lution, for the many iniquitous ſentences which he had paſſed, 
was torn to pieces by a brave and injured people. 
4 Reſolved, That Giole who imitate his example deſerve his 


7 


0 Here Mr. Toke le ft the Chair, od Mr. Gerald Was called to 10 15 


A Wege That the Tweed, though it may divide countries, | 
ht not, and'does not, make a ſeparation between thoſe prin= 
ciples of common ſeverity, in which Engliſhmen and Scotch=. - 
men are equally inſerted. that injuſtice in Scotland is injuſtice. ,' ' ! 
in Ec and that the ſafety of Engliſhmen is endangered 
whenever their brethren in Scotland, for a conduct which entitles: 
them to the approbation of all wiſe, and the ſupport of all brave 
men, are ſentenced to Botany-Bay, a  punilkment hitherto. 
 Inflited Ty on felons. . ; of 
| «© Reſolved, _ 
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f ; 44 Reſolved, That we fee with regret, but we ſee without 
fear, that the period is faſt approaching when the liberties of Bri- 
tons muſt depend not upon reaſon, to which they have löng 


appealed; nor on their powers of expreſſing it, but on their firm 
and undaunted reſolution to oppoſe tyranny by the ſame means 


by which it is exerciſed. _ 


„% Reſolved, That we approve of the conduct of the Britiſh 
Convention, who, though aſſailed by force, have not been 
anſwered by argument; and who, unlike the members of a cer- 
tain aſſembly, have no intereſt diſtinct from the common body of 

e people. 5 85 | xd? 

_ © Reſolved, That a copy of the above reſolutions be tranſ- 
mitted to Citizen William Skirving, ſecretary to the Britith 


Convention, who is now impriſoned, under colour of law, in 


the Tolbooth f Edinburgh. 


„ Reſolved; That the reſolutions now paſſed be publiſhed in 


ers. 
„ Read a letter from Mr. Hardy, Secretary to the London 
Correſponding Society.“ . . 1 
Mr Tobe. I beg the laſt account of that meeting may be 
read over again, becauſe it appears ſo different from what it 


appears in the printed report.] beg thoſe reſolutions may be 


read over again. Unleſs my ears deceived me (and my eyes are 


not ſo good as my ears) if I recollect any thing, it was ſtated by 


the Counſel for the Crown, I had given my confent to the Bri- 
tiſh Convention; ſince that, they have proved I had nothing to 
do with it; it was then ſtated, it would appear in the books of: the 
Society, that T, together with others, had approved of theſe laſt 


_ reſolutions. They prove moſt clearly, which I did not know 


they would prove, that, inftead of any approbation being given 
by me, as ſoen as thoſe reſolutions came to be propoſed, that 
Mr. Horne Tooke, (who was in the chair till thoſe refolutions 
came) quitted the chair in the midſt of the buſineſs, and that 
Mr. Gerald took the chair, and then came the approbation of 
thoſe proceedings; ſo far from proving I was agreeable to the 
proceedings of the Convention, they-ſhew quite the contrary, 


and that I left the chair in confequence of my difapprobation.—- : 
I beg, however, I may be underſtood to mean no imputation 


upon the gentleman who made the obſervation, I have great 
reſpect for him, and ſo J have for all; but I beg thoſe reſolutions 
may be read over again, and that the Court 221 Jury will attend 
to them, particularly where the obſervation is made, that in the 


5 middle of theſe reſolutions, I quitted the chair, and another per- 


- 


ſon took it. 1 15 „o 
Tord Prefedent. It is fit this obſervation ſhould be made and 
%%% ! TOS OO 


— 


* 0 Jouy. HORNE Tooke. 
. Attorney General. Read the reſolutions of the. 10 15 — 
January and the 17th, * 
Mr. Tooke. I called only for thoſe: 8 which t 
if they ſhew any thing at Wy that immediately before the . 
lutions were moved, I being in the chair, inſtantly quitted it, and 
that another perſon took it. | 
Lord Prejident. I want to know where it is that the circum- 
ſtance of his leaving the chair firſt appears. | 
Mr. Attorney General. As far as the book is eu he 
appears to be preſent; and it ſays, © Reſolved, that the 1 impor- 1 
tant letters received from Mr. Richter, the delegate from this 
ſociety to the Convention at Edinburgh, and the fubſequent pro- - 
ceedings of that Convention, be into conſideration . 
Friday next, and that a general meeting of. the ſociety, be called 
for that purpoſe.” 92 N 
Mr. Tooke, My Lond, I will not be interrupted ; when: + - - . 
aſk the Clerk to read a particular paper, I wiſh ro-know. whether = 
my requeſt may not be fairly complied with, and then the Attox- -- 
ney General may read what he thinks proper. 7 _ 
Lord Prefident. I think it ought.—Y ou are entitled to have . 
it readat your requeſt, and if any thing is thought fit to de read 2 
afterwards, it muſt | 
Mr. Tooke. My Lord, I beg that thoſe reſolutions may, now 
be read. There are only three of them I wiſh to have read. 
e the Clerk read again the e F the 17th n 


Mr. Solicitor General. (To 2 Maclean Haun fm a er ) 
Where did you find that paper ? 
A. I found it in Mr. Adams's houſe. - OE a 
= + (Read by the Clerk F the Court.) 4 
„ CITIZEN ADAMS, | Dated, roth Jan. 1794. 4 
The London Correſponding Society begs the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information to accept of a few COPIES « H Mr. 
Margarot 8 indictment. 3 
(Signed) „% THOMAS Hazpy, Secretary. | 
P. S. The London Correſponding Society are to have an 
anniverſary meeting on the 20th inſtant, at the Globe Tavern, 
 Fleet-Street.” Pi: 
Mr. 8 olicitor General. G0 to the 24th January. YL 1 
| Read by the Clerk.) | | = x 
6 Ar a meeting of the Socie = Conſtitutional . _ - = 
2 ̃aqth January, 1794; Mr. J. H. Tooke, preſent. =_ 
66 A motion was made, That i it be reſolved; 'That the moſt = 
excellent addreſs of the London Correſponding Socie ay be i 10 
ſerted in the books of this ſociety, and that the King's 
A il * be inſerted under it, in order that they 13 


1. i 


i 


— 


8 Tur TRIAL or 


both be PURE ready: for the perpetual reference * the . 
of this ſociety, during the continuance of the preſent unfortu- 
nate war; and that (in perpetuam rei memoriam) they may be 
printed together, in one ſheet, at the happy bc of it; 
- which happy concluſion of it, according to the preſent proſper- 
ous appearances, we Ie” and believe not to be many months 
diſtant. 
% An amendment was moved, That between the worgs (6iv 
and (parliament) the word (honourable) ſhould be inſerted. 
* «+ Honourable was withdrawn. 
„Another amendment was then moved, That between dhe 
15 Weh (is) and 5 Une word (Fauhful) thould be 
inſerted. 
. Faithful was ilk. 
e Andit was unanimouſly reſolved, That his, and his only, 
By is the proper epithet for Parliament upon the preſent occaſion. 
k ws The reſolution chen paſſed unanimouſly in its original 
: orm. X 
5 Reſolved, That the London Correſponding Society have 
7 add well of their country. 1 
Reſolved, That the ſecretary be ordered to cauſe forty thou- 
ſand copies of the addreſs. the ſpeech, and theſe reſolutions, to be 
printed on one ſheet, and properly diſtributed 1 in ns ea Scot- 
land, and Ireland. _ | 
eee Refolved, That theſe reſolutions be | ah in the new!- 
ers. 
82 7 7 o Mr. Maclean, fewing lim. 4 Haier.) Where did 
yo find that paper? _ | 
A. This leiter I found in Mr. e $ houſe. 
L. (2% Ar. We oodfall, fhecoing the fame leber. Whoſe hand- 
writing is that? 
A. Part is Mr. Tooke's, I Lies: | E 
Mr. Attorney General. I am now going to produce a rough 
raft of the addreſs, and I am going to call Mr. Davidſon, to 
- prove that addreſs is the moſt excellent addreſs meant by the 
London Correſponding Society. I have proved that Mr. Mar- 
tin was propoſed by Mr. Tooke; I have alſo proved that Hard 
was an aſſociated Member of the Conſtitutional Society-; and 1 
am now going to prove the addreſs of the 20th of January, 1794. 
- which 1s ae to in the reſolutions laſt read, to be in Mr. 
Ioole s hand-writing. | 
Mr. Togke. What you | as as pied: Tam fare: you think 
to be ſo, but I muſt beg the beginning of the laſt paper fo be 
"read over again, to ſee whether 1 it refers to Tow 4M * why date. 


\'F beg that! ma be read. 
5 2 Mr. 


„ Jou HORNE. n SJ. 


Mr. Attorney General. It refers to no NAD I am gi to 1 
0 call evidence that Mr. Hardy gave orders to publith the addreſs 1 
upon the 20th January, 1794, and I will then prove by evidence - - _ 
that the addreſs ſpoken of in the reſolution of the 24th Ae Yr 
1794, is the addreſs of the 2oth January, 1794. f 
r. Tooke. I underſtand you mean to prove that. 
Mr. Attorney General. I ſhall prove it by evidence, which 
| ſhall leave to the Jury upon the fact. I hope I don't do wrong: 
when I ſay, I ſhall prove any thing; I mean to ſay, 1 ſhall often, 
evidence for the Jury to conſider of. 
Mr. Toke. I am ſure, Sir, you will think 1 ſpeak for fear. any 
error ſhould be made, and not by way of imputation. . | 
Mr. Attorney General. 1 am always obliged to you when you : 
correct me. X 
Q. (Ie the Clerk of Arraigns.) With reſpeQ to the aſt. _ 
letter, was Mr. Tooke preſent ? | * -.* 
A. Mr. John Horne Tooke was preſent. . 
. Was Martin? 525 
AJ,. Yes, Sir. 
Lord Preſident. I. ſuppoſe the ad rei 3 is not in fact inſert 5 
in the book. | | | _ 
Mr. Attorney General. No, my. Lord. „ == 


James Davipsox, ſworn. Examined by Mr. ATTORNEY 
GENERAL.” 15 7 
2. You, are a printer, I believe ? ä „ 
VV > 3 
NC. Do you know Mr. Hardy or Mr. Martin ? 
A. Yes, Sir; I know Mr. 5 7 
2. Was you applied to by Mr. Hardy to print any thing | 
before or after the 20th of January? e 
4. Yes ;—T believe before, Sir. 
Ve. I don't aſk you what you have "emit for he Loa : 1 
Correſponding Society; but bo ok at that, (/hewing him a 2 1 
and tell me if you printed that ? | = 
A. Ves, Sir; I believe I have. 
. Who employed you to 8 it? „ 
A. Mr. Hardy. FF 
. Who paid you for it? | | 
A. I am not paid for it. CE. 
«(To Mr. Maclean, Alewing lim a book. 10 Did you find that 2 
book an where „ 
4. es, Sr; 1 found. this in the nolleloi of Mr. Adams. . 
oy / Read by the Clerk. of the Court.) EY 
« At a general meeting of the London Correſponding IE <7 
held at the Globe werd F leet-Street, on N the 20 1 
N | e | =" ER i 


©. 2 '® 


Wwe ne 
day of January, 1794; Citizen John Martin in the chair. 


1 WL e following Addreſs to the People of Great- Britain and 
„ Ireland was read and agreed to e 
3 <6 CITIZENS, , 


e find the nation involved in war, by which, m the courſe 
of one campaign, immenſe numbers of our countrymen have 
been ſlaughtered ; a vaſt expence has been incurred, our trade, 
commerce, and manufactures, are almoſt deſtroyed, and many 
of Hur manufacturers and artiſts are ruined, and their families 
"ſtarving. 5 „ | 5 
Jo add to our affliction, we have reaſon to expect, that 
other taxes will ſoon be added to the intolerable load of impoſts 
and impoſitions, with which we are already overwhelmed, for 
the purpoſe of defraying the expences which have been incurred, 
in a fruitleſs cruſade, to re-eſtabliſh the odious deſpotiſm of 
„„ 3 . | 
When we contemplate the principles of this war, we con- 
5 feſs ourſelves to be unable to approve of it, as a meaſure either 
bol juſtice or diſcretion ;—and if we are to form our calculation 
of the reſult, from what has already paſſed, we can only look 
- forward to defeat, and the eternal diſgrace of the Britiſh name. 
While we are thus engaged in an expenſive and ruinous 
foreign war, our ſtate at home 1s not lefs deplorable.” 


oe . — *% A 


cc 


We are every day told, by thoſe perſons who are intereſted 
- "in ſupporting the corruſition liſt, and an innumerable hoſt of 
fmecure Placemen, that the conſtitution of England is the per- 
fection of human wiſdom ;- that our laws (we ſhould rather ſay 
___ their laws) are the perfection of juſtice ; and that ther admini- 
{tration of thoſe laws is ſo impartial and ſo ready, as to afford 
an equal remedy, both to the rich and to the poor; by means of 
which we are ſaid to be placed in a ſtate of abſolute freedom, and 
| that our rights and liberties are ſo well ſecured to us as to ren- 
4 der all invafion of them impoſſible. . 
» When we aſk, how we enjoy theſe tranſcendant privi- 
=. - leges? we are referred to. Magna Charta, and the Bill of 
3 Rights; and the glorious Revolution, in the year 1688, is held 
1 but to us, as the bulwark of Britith libertx. 1 4 
8 FFF 
| Wie have referred to Magna Charta, to the Bill of "Rights, 
and to the Revolution, and we certainly do find that our anceſ- 
tors did eftabliſh wiſe and wholeſome laws; but we as certainly 
find, that, of the venerable Conſtitution of our anceſtors, 


N . 


d d oIG iGo... + 

x; The only chapters of the Great Charter, which are now 

— in legal exiſtence, are the 14th and 29ſt. 

o The important proviſion of the 14th chapter runs thus : 
V e GN A freeman 


zo rioknt toorr. © wth 


A freeman ſhall not be amereed for à ſmall fault, but after the = 


manner of the fault; and for a great fault after the greatneſs there- 


of, ſaving to him his cotitenement : and to a merchant likewiſe, 


ſaving to him his merchandize : and any other's vitlain than 
.our's ſhall he likewiſe amerced, ſaving to him his wamage: 


- . 


and none of the {aid amerciaments ſhall be aſſeſſed, but by the 


oath of honeſt and lawful men of the vicinage. 


But by the uſurped power of the Judges, in aſſeſſing fines . 


(and what fines.!) in the caſes of miſdemeanor ;; this glori 


right of the ſubject, of having theſe fines aſſeſſed by the ux Þ 


( che only poſſible protection from lavery and the vileſt oppr 
ion) is unjuſtly and infamouſly raviſhed from us. 
The proviſion of the 200 chapter runs thus : 
No freeman ſhall be tak 
his freehold, or liberties, or free cuſtoms, or be outlawed, ot 
exiled; or any otherwiſe deſtroyed, nor we will not paſs upon 
him, nor condemn him, but by the lawful judgment of his 
peers, or by the law of the land. We will fell to no man, we 
will not deny, or defer to any man, either juſtice or right. 
The various methods now in conſtant practice by which 
che benefits of this proviſion are totally defeated and deſtroy 


might induce us to ſuppoſe, that the Great Charter has been 


repealed ; if we did not àſſüredly know, that is the fundamental 
| baſis of our conſtitution z which even the REAL Repteſenta- 


tives of the people (much leſs the miſerable nominees of Hel/tone | 


and Old Sarum) have not the right, nor (as we truſt it will be 

found by experience) the POWER to repeal. Yet what do we 
find in practice? Unconſtitutional and illegal INFORMA- 
"TIONS, EX OFFICIO, that is, the arbitrary Will f the 

King's Attorney General uſurping the office of the acc 

| Jury ; and the intereſted oath of a vile common informer, w 


2 ; - . 84 — — * Q 
ſubſtituted in the room of our birth-right, an impartial trial by 
our country. is „ | | 
Add to this, that the exorbitant 


ling the verdicts of Juries, and the dilatory practice of the courts, 


moſt openly and ſhamefully contradict the clauſe which forbids - 


the denial, the delay, and the ſale of juſtice, © 
A man accuſed of Felony, (for jon . the common law 
of England, his life and goods are forteited) may be. bailed on 


finding two ſureties for forty pounds each; but upon a charge 


of MISPEMEANOUR, by words only, bail to the amourit 
- of ONE THOUSAND POUNDS Has been demanded. 


„Upon conviction alſo for ſuch miſtlemeariour, eriormous 
Funes, long and cruel impriſonments, unknown to our ancient 


aws, 


& or impriſoned, or be diffeiſed or 


-xpence of judicial pro. 
cCeedings, the novel practice of arbitrarily and repeatedly annut- - 


- 0 


8 f 
— 


* # 


judgment of as vile a common trading or penſioned juſtice, : 


laws, and unſanctioned by any new ſtatutes, have of late (and but 
of late) been too Tequenay and too oppreſſively inflicted. And 


all this, although by this Bill of Rights it is declared, that ex- 


ceſſive bail ſhall not be demanded, or cruel and unuſual puniſh- 

ments inflicted.* „FCC | ng FIR 
If we look to Ireland, we find that acknowledged privilege 

of the people to meet for the ſupport and protection of their 


rights and liberties, is attempted, by terror to be taken away by 


a late infamous act of Parliament; whilſt titles of honour Eno, 
but of diſhonour, are laviſhed; and new ſources of corruption 


_ opened, to gratify the greedy proſtitution of thoſe who are the 


inſtruments of this oppreſſion. 


In Scotland, the wicked hand of power has been impudently 


exerted, without even the wretched formality of an act of Par- 

liament. Magiſtrates have forcibly intruded into the peaceful 
and lawful meetings of freemen; and, by force, (not only with- 
out law, but againſt law) have, under colour of magiſterial of- 
fice, interrupted their deliberations, and prevented their aſſo- 


Ciation. | 


be wiſdom and good conduct of the BRITISH CON- 


VENTION at Edinburgh, has been ſuch, as to defy their bit- 
tereſt enemies wah 75 the law which they have broken; not- 
withſtanding which, their papers have been ſeized, and made uſe 
of as evidence againſt them, and many, virtuous and meritorious 
individuals, have been as cruelly as unjultly for their virtuous 


actions, diſgraced and deſtroyed by infamous and illegal ſentences 


of tranſportation. And theſe unjuſt and wicked judgments have 
been executed with a rancour aol malignity, never before known _ 
in this land; our reſpectable and beloved fellow citizens have 
been caſt FETTERED into dungeons amongſt felons in the hulks, 


to which they were not ſentenced. 


% CITIZENS, : 5 5 
We all approve the ſentiments, and are daily repeating the 
words, for which theſe our reſpectable and valuable brethren are 
thus unjuſtly and inhumanly ſuffering. We too, affociate, in 
order to obtain a fair, free, and full repreſentation of the people 

in a houſe of real national repreſentatives. Are we alſo willing 
to be treated as FELo Ns, for claiming this our inherent right, 


. 


which we are determined never to forego. but with our lives, 


and which none but thieves and traitors can with to withhold 
from us? Conſider, it is one and the ſame! corrupt and corrupt- 
1 which at this time domineers in Ireland, Scotland, 
and England. Can you believe that thoſe who ſend virtuous 


3 and Scotchmen, fettered with felons to Botany Bay, do 


% 


not meditate and will not attempt to ſeize the firſt moment to ſend . 


us after them ? Or if we had not juſt cauſe en ere me” 


| 


ORE ; "= * 
Wo, 


a - -* 


. 8 TS 3 ty | ” a 5 
Jou HomnE Torx. 2% 
fame inhuman treatment; if, inſtead of the moſt imminent dan- 


ger, we were in perfect ſafety from it; ſhould we not diſdain to 
enjoy any liberty or privilege whatever, in which our honeſt Iriſh. 
and Scotch brethren did not equally and as fully participate with 
us? Their cauſe then and ours is the fame. And it is both our 
duty and our intereſt to ſtand and fall together. The Iriſh Par- 


| lament and the Scotch Judges, actuated by the ſame Engliſh in- 


fluence, have brought us 5 to the point. There is no far- 
ther ſtep beyond that which they 
muſt now chuſe at once either liberty or ſlavery for ourſelves and 


our poſterity. Will you wait till BARRACKS are erected in 


every village, and till /ub/idized Heſſians and Hanoverians are 
upon us? 2 ge! or ns pr ene | 
Lou may aſk, perhaps, by what means ſhall we ſeek 
redreſs? TR. e, 


WMe anſwer, that men in a fiate of civilized ſociety are 


bound to ſeek redreſs of their grievances from the laws; as long 
as any redreſs can be obtained by the laws. But our common 


maſter whom we ſerve (whoſe law is a law of liberty, and whoſe 

_ ſervice is perfect freedom) has taught us not to expect to gather 

nes from thorns, nor figs from thiſtles. We muſt have re- 
reſs from our own laws, and not from the laws of our plun- 


derers, enemies, and oppreſſors. 


« THERE IS NO REDRESS FOR A NATION | 


CIRCUMSTANCED AS WE ARE BUT IN A FAIR, 


FREE, AND FULL REPRESENTATION OF THE 


PEOPLE. 5 ta 

« Reſolved, That during the enſuing ſeſſion of Parliament, 
the general Committee of this Society do meet daily, for the pur- 
poſe of watching the proceedings of the Parliament, and the ad- 
- miniſtration of the government of this country. And that upon 
the firſt introduction of any bill, or motion, inimical to the hber- 
ties of the people, ſuch as for LANDING FOREIGN 


TROOPS IN GREAT BRITAIN or IRELAND, for 


ſuſpending the HABEAS CORPUS ACT, tor proclaimin 
MARTIAL-LAW, OR FOR PREVENTING TH 
PEOPLE From MEETING IN SOCIETIES for CON- 
 STITUTIONAL INFORMATION, or any OTHER 
INNOVATION of a ſimilar nature, that, on any of theſe 


elegates of each diviſion, and alſo to the Secretaries of the 


forthwith to call a GENERAL CONVENTION of the 
PEOPLE, to be held at ſuch place and in ſuch a manner as 


ſhall be ſpecified in the ſummons, for the purpoſe of taking ſuch 


- 


: meaſures into their conſideration. 


ave taken. We are at iſſue. We 


bran ns the General Committee ſhall iſſue ſummonſes to 
the 
different Societies affiliated and correſponding with this Society, 
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“ Reſolved, That the preceding addrefs nd | | 
= by the e and prints * 1 1 reſo wi * 
HAAR TIx, bene, 

Fe ARDY, Secretary.” _ 

'Q (To Meder, e 1 a faher: Where did you ax 


4 1 found this i in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. 5 
- ( Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


= Dated Friday, January 24, x 794, figned T. Hany ö . | 


| . -  cretary. 
8 CirTizeN ADans, 
er J am ordered by the London e GEES t 
tranſmit to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, a few. co- 
pies of their late publications. 
060 Hazvy, Secretary.“ 

Mr. Attorney General. J propoſe now to read a letter from 
9 to Maurice Miene . it was read 1 che laſt 
tria | 


War. WALKER, ſworn.” Ea ed by Mr. Arresver 
GENERAL 


2 e to that letter— Did Yoo. ever. ſee Mr. John. Martin 
write ? | 
A. Yes, "2 N 
0. Is that his hand-writing | ? 1 3 
I believe it to be his. Sj 5 
{Clerk Reads.) 


6 * Dated l Buildings January 22d, 1794, fi : 
Martin, and addreſſed wy eiten . We 4. 
booth, Edinburgh.“ | 
- Mr. Attorney General. Before you read the. letter look back 
to che minutes of the 24th—Was Martin there ? 


4 Yes, Sir. : 
| ( Clerk Reads.) T7 
+ | | « My DEAR SIR, 
I dare ſay you think I have forgot 700 from my not having 
mo rk 70U, * 

r. me; and it would probably have been i improper to 
— fail any thing about politicks. With regard td Lord Ed- 
ward, I have not been able to get any thing like a ſettlement; to- 

morrow is the firſt day of Term, e Fa ſhall rule the ſheriffs to 
return the writ. We had a meeting on Monday, at Chalk Farm, 
the newſpapers give our numbers at 500, but we were nearer 
16500 the proceedings were tolera "har s and your conduct re- 


He 2 1 8888 * yet, that is no wonder, for = 
IS Ve who. 


t. you know my ſentiments fo well it was un- 


. JOHN, HORNE ;TOOKE. | 


who oppoſed the ſubſcription, at firſt, are now putting their 
hands to the very bottom of their pockets, and ſwear, by God, 
you ſhall be ſupported to the very laſt guinea. We muſt have a 
meeting in a Chapel, or ſome large place, and I think we ſhall 
meet to ſome purpoſe. Have you- read my letter to Lord Lau- 
derdale ? Are you inclined to try a writ of error? and what do the 
Scotch lawyers think of it? And what do you think of the legal 
knowledge of my countrymen ? I firmly believe the law is the 
only ſcience of which they know nothing. N | 
The king went yeſterday to meet his parliament; they ſet 
till ſix o'clock this morning ; the papers are not out, but r am 
told only twelve were for peace, the miniſter has ſo great a ma- 
jority, within doors, for the war, but the people have a greater 
majority without doors. The ſwinith dogs had the impudence 
to groan and hiſs while his moſt ſacred Majeſty was paſſing to 
and from the houſe; and I am told a woman, being moved 
and ſeduced by the inſtigation of the Devil, did, in St. James's. 
Park, take off her patten and throw it with all her force ee 
the coach; ſome ſay it broke a window, and put his Majeſty in 
bodily fear and danger of his life. God ſave the King, or if, &c. 
as Gerald ſays. ; | 2 | | 
II am happy to find you are in good ſpirits ſuffering the 
mild and juſt ſentence of the law ; you may remember I told you 
to be thankful if you was not hanged. _ . t 
The Society is increaſing rapidly, both in ſpirit and num- 
ber, and the rich now begin to come among us and to ſit down 
with pleaſure among honeſt men in their leathern aprons. I 
could write you ſtrange things, but it is not proper, therefore ex- 
cuſe my nonſenſe. I think there is a ſtruggle between Mrs. 
Margarot and you, you_ſhouldsTet her the example, and bear 
through with the greateſt fortitude ; thoſe who ſuffer the leaſt, - 
ſometimes feel the moſt. When I read your letter at the general 
meeting, I could ſee the tears ſtarting in the eyes of the honeſt 
men to whom it was addreſſed. I think you ſhould execute 
a Power of Attorney to ſome perſon, authorizing him to act 
generally. If you think it well to try a writ of error, ſend me 
word. Muir and Palmer have put their caſes before Parliament. 
Mrs. Martin deſires me to ſay more for her than I have time. : 
: Wes | «© Yours, &c. ors 
| . % J. MARTIN. 
„P. 8. Citizen Gay ſays more than I dare write, you 
know the frank ſincerity of that Citizen he may be depended 


On. 


Mr. Attorney General. Go to the 11th of January, 1794. It 
is a letter from Thomas Hardy to the Society at Norwich. 
VV 5 8 | BG. (as. 


% 


* 


„% wn ie 
2. (70 Mr. Walſh, flewing him a frafter.) Look at this, and 
tot me where you found ii © 1 
A. 1 found this in Mr. Saint's houſe at Norwich. 
VVVVVVVVVVVVV Redy £5, 
% Addreſſed to Mr. Charles Corbel, by St. Mary's Church» 
n Nun. | Ig 
| Ws London, January 11, 1704. 
«© FELLOw CITIZENS, | 5 . 
{© have juſt received a letter from citizen Margarot, at Edin- 


burgh, with ſome of the Edinburgh Gazetteers, where you will 


fee that citizen Skirving is found guilty, and ſentenced for four- 
teen years tranſportation to Botany Bay. Margarot's trial comes 
next; he meets it with great firmneſs and reſolution. I have no 
time to make any comments on the proceedings, but I think our 
opponents are cutting their throats as faſt as they can. Now is 
the time for us to do ſomething worthy of men. The brave de- 
fenders of liberty, ſouth of the Engliſh Channel, are performing 
wonders, driving their enemies before them like chaff before the 


whirlwind.” Margarot tells me, that he has not time to write to 


you juſt now, but he hopes to have time very ſoon, when his trial 
is over, and immured in a priſon. The London Correſponding 
Society is to have a general meeting and an anniverſary dinner, 
on Monday the 20th inſtant, at the Globe Tavern, Strand. I 
have ſent you ſome of Margarot's and Skirving's indictment, 
with two copies of a pamphlet on Brewing he is a member of 
our Society, the author; if you approve of it you may put it in 
practice, and be a great ſaving to- many famihes, alſo a diminu- 
tion ok.the revenue, for every one brewing their own beer pay no 
duty for it. Excuſe haſte. I ſtill remain, &c. | | 
8 ([.g8Wigned) ee e Banos.” 


that? | 1 5 

A. I found tliat at Saint's, at Norwich. 
ed by the Clerk,) * 

% Dated London, 28th January, 1794, ſigned F. Hardy, Se- 


cretary, addreſſed to Mr. Wm. Lawes, St. Mary's, Norwich. 


e FELLOw CITIZENS, — | . 5 

“ On Friday laſt we anſwered your letter, and acknowledged 
at the ſame time the receipt of your declaration and reſolutions, 
which we highly approve of—and which we have diſſeminated. 
We ſent you alſo ſome addreſſes reſolved upon at our meeting, 
and which we hope you will approve and anſwer without delay. 


The 


4 Q. (To Walſh, fhewing hum a laaſier. ) Where did you find | 


8 be 


JOHN HORNE TOORE. 29 


The times are full of danger—we muſt be firm, active, and 
| de. 0 de or all is loſt—no dilatory weaknels, or we are 
undone, Ls | e 


$258 « Yours, for the Society, „ 

oy | : | x | © 66 T. HARDY. . 

„P. S. I have juſt heard a report, that there are meſſengers 
ſent down to Edinburgh, to bring Margarot and Skirving up to 


London—excuſe haſte ; when you write again, pleaſe to ſend 


to me, under cover, to the ſame perſon.” 


« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 
197 February, 1794; preſent, Mr. J. H. Tooke. _ 


r. Tooke moved, That a circular letter be ſent to each 


member of this Society, with a ſtatement of the caſe of Mr. 
Sinclair, Delegate of this Society to Scotland, requeſting their 


athitance to the fund already ſubſcribed for him, Paſſed unani- 


mouſly.” | 


Mr. Attorney General. ] ſhall now call Maclean to prove where 


it was found, and give evidence that it is in Mr. Tooke's hand- 


writing. 


Q. (To Maclean, fhewing him a ſiaſter.) Did you find chat : 


letter any where ? | 

A. Yes, at Mr. Adams's. | 

Mr. Tooke. The fact is certainly ſo, I moved it. 

Q. (To Moodfall.) Have the goodneſs to look at the ſigna- 
ture to this letter, at the writing at the back, and at the two. or 
three interlineations in the middle of it. „ 

A. The ſignature, the interlineation, and the endorſement, I 
believe to be Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. | | 

Mr. Attorney General. ] deſire that the entry of the 7th o. 


February, 1794, war be read, with reſpect to the addreſs of the 
ng 9 to Scotland. Look to the 


London Correſpondi 
book, and {ce whether Mr. Tooke appears to be preſent ? 
(Clerk Reads.) 


« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 

| tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Fri- 

day, 7th February; John Horne Tooke, preſent, and John 

artin. | | | 

.. « Ordered, That the reſolutions relative to the addreſs of the 

London nia e A Nr re paſſed at the meeting of the 

24th of January laſt, be 

—_——_ | 


ſent to the Edinburgh Gazetteer for. 


n e Ordered, 


260 ux TRIAL or 


* 


Ordered, That a copy of the ſaid reſolutions of the 24th 
of n- be ſent to the Secretary of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society. = 7 | | $5 
„Mr. John Williams read a letter from Mr. Sinclair, dated 
1ſt of February, 1794. | 3 =: 
. * Reſolved, That the Secretary do now read the circular letter. 
5 2 read, ſigned by order of the Society, J. H. Tooke. 
Si, ü a . | 
I am directed by the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion to write to all the members of that Society, requeſting their 
continuance towards the ſupport of Mr. Sinclair, one of the De- 
legates from the different Conſtitutional Societies in Scotland, 
lately met at Edinburgh, for the purpoſe of conſulting together, 
and concerting the meaſures, which might be proper to be pur- 
ſued, in order to obtain a fair Repreſentation of the People of 
Great Britain in Parliament. Mr. Sinclair, attending as Dele- 
gate from the Society for Conſtitutional Information, has be- 
ha ved, upon that occaſion, with a moderation of temper, which 
has not only been highly approved, but has much endeared him 
to this Society. For that conduct, which we h.ghly approve, Mr. 
Sinclair was indicted in Scotland and returned to London upon 
bail, fince that time Mr. Skirving and Mr. Margarot have been 
ſentenced in Scotland, for the ſame conduct as Mr. Sinclair's, 
to fourteen years tranſportation. With the fate of Meſſrs. 
Palmer, Muir, Skirving, and Margarot before his eyes, Mr. 
Sinclair has returned to Scotland in diſcharge of his faith as 
a private man towards his bail, and in diſcharge of his duty 
to an opprefled and inſulted public. He has returned not 
to take a fair trial, but, as he is well perſuaded, to a ſettled 
conviction and ſentence; thoſe ſentences of tranſportation are 
novelties both to England and Scotland, and exceed in cru- 
elty and impudence any thing practiſed in that odious and horrid 
reign of the Stuarts; and thoſe ſentences are to be carried into 
execution under the adminiſtration of Mr. Pitt, and by him, who 
formerly, though hypocritically and treacherouſly profeſſed him- 
{elf a ſtrenuous advocate for a Parliamentary Reform, and him- 
ſelf met the Delegates throughout England, aflembled in Con- 
vention, at the Thatched Houle Tavern, for the ſame purpoſe as - 
that for which the late Convention met in Scotland. Should it 
one day be the fate of Mr. Pitt to be tried by the people of this in- 
ſulted and oppreſſed country for his treachery to the cauſe of 
Parliamentary Reform, we truſt they will never conſent to ſend 
him to Botany Bay. In the mean time we earneſtly ſolicit 
your aſſiſtance to alleviate the ſufferings of Mr. Sinclair's ſitua- 
tion, and to afford him every comfort in our power, under this 
F diſconſolate 


Joun HORNE rogxz. „ 
&ſconſolate but meritorious martyrdom, in which ode in worſe, 


if there be worſe, we declare ourſelves ready to follow him in 


People 1 in Parliament. By order of the Socie 
| «. Joun: HORNE Took.” 


*% 


Mr. Solicitor General, We will now read the proceedings 


of the 14th of February, in which this was propoſed and * 
to be printed and entered on the books. 


bi ; 


« « At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Informations 
held at the Crown and Anchor, Strand, Friday, 14th Fe- 
| bruary. 1794; preſent, Mr. J. H. Tooke, in the Chair. 

The Secretary produced a copy of the letter to be ſent to 
the members of the Society. 
«© Retolved, That the ſame be ſigned by the Chairman, and 
printed, and tent to the members of the Society. 
in, 


46% ] am ee by the Society for Conti! Informa- 


tion, to write to you, requeſting your donne towards the 
ſupport of Mr. Sinclair.“ 


Mr. Solicitor G encral. There areſeveral amendments. 
| Lord Preſident. Does it appear where the amendments are? 

Mr. Solicitor General. Upon the draft they are in the hand- 
writing of Mr, Tooke. 

Lord Preſident. Are the material? | | : 

Mr. Solicitor General. The amendments are theſe, „The 
' ſentences of tranſportation ;” ; there is another, it was, &« this in- 
ſulted;” it is interlined, this oppreſſed country ;” and the 
other is; . under the adminiſtration of- ws Pitt.“ On the 7th of 
March there i IS a letter I wiſh to be read, 

| (Clerk Reads.) 


« At meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
Crown and Anchor, Strand, Friday, 7th March, 1794 
Mr. Horne Tooke preſent. 
« Read a letter from Mr. Sinclair, at Edinburgh. 
Reſolved, That Mr. Hull be requeſted to obtain credit for 
Mr. Sinchair, at Edinburgh, on account of this Socie 
„ Ordered, That the Secretary pay Mr. Williams 101. re- 


mitted by. him to Mr: Sinclair out of the ſubſcription to Mr.“ | 


Sinclair.“ 


Mr. Attorney 8 I muſt beg you to go back to the letter 


ef the 24th November, 1793. Your Lordihips will find it in 


-- 


purſuit of the ſame object, viz. A fair Repreſentation of the 


— 


* 


che Appendix F. It is a letter from Margarot to the N orwich 


the Scotch Convention. 


—— 


26> THE TRIAL or 


Societies. VVV = 
L. (To Mr. Walſh, flewing him @ fiafer.) Where did you 
EMERY? 7 HH 7555 . 
A. At Mr. Saint's, at Norwich. 5 | . 
Mr. Attorney General. He was not only a member, but he 
was a Delegate of the Correſponding Society, and Delegate to 


* > 


{Clerk Reads.) 


= Signed Maurice Margarot, dated Edinburgh, November . 


| 24th, 1793. 
4 GENTLEMEN, „ | 
% T yeſterday received your letter of the 16th current, re- 


f 


| queſting your Society to ſend a Delegate. 


«© You know that at our arrival here we found that the Con- 


| vention had, after fitting four days, adjourned, ' and the Dele- 


gates were all gone back to their reſpeCtive habitations, without 


- proceeding any further in the buſineſs of Reform, than ſimply 


agreeing that. nothing ſhort of univerſal ſuffrage and annual 
parliaments would ſatisfy them, and on that ground propoſin 

not to ſend any petition to the king or to the parliament, jeff 
by ſo doing the enemies of reform might be tempted to counter- 
act their with, and exert themſelves to prevent a peace; but at 
the ſame time it was recommended by the Convention, that all 
friends to reform ſhould ſign any petition for peace, which might 
originate in another quarter. e ſoon prevailed on the Ed; 5 
burgh Committee to recal the adjourned Convention; the 


country Societies, informed that England meant to take a ſe- 


rious part in the great cauſe, ſent back all their former Delegates, 
and ſeveral of them who had not ſent Delegates to the prior Con- 


vention, have ſent ſome to this one. On "Tueſday the 19th inſt. 


the Convention opened. The number of Delegates amounted 
to 180; ſome of them came even from ſo far as aaa : the 
reception we experienced was highly flattering, we mutually gave 
and received encouragement and animation. I ſhall not at pre- 

ſent attempt to give you a minute detail of what has ſince paſſed, _ 
becauſe the minutes are to be printed, and then I will not fail 
ſending you a few copies of them, and will, I hope, be able at my 
return to come to Norwich, and give you an accurate verbal ac- 


count of every tranſaction; mean time, if you have any in- 
ſtructions to give me, ſend them without delay, otherwiſe 1 ſhall 


act for you conformably to thoſe laid down by the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, a copy of which you doubtleſs have received 
77777 from 
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from them. The Convention have begun by eſtabliſhing a fee * ' 
of rules for the organization of the preſent and even future Com. © 
ventions; next we eſtabliſhed a Committee of Union between 
the two nations, a Committee of Finance, and a Committee to 
take into conſideration the protecting or eſtabliſhing a patriotic - 
_ newſpaper. And on Saturday laſt we paſfed a proviſory Decree. 
of Union, the whole Convention, ſtanding hand in hand, fon 
lemnly pledged themfelves to each other to renounce all national 
diſtinctions, to abide firmly and truly by each other, until the oo 
reat end is obtained, and at the ſame time we aſſumed the title f | 1 
{he Britiſſi Convention of Delegates of the Peoſile, aſſocigied to :- 
obtain Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments. „ 
1 | 5 „ MAURICE MARCAROT. T 8 
Mr. Attorney General. T propoſe to read next, a letter of the 2d 
December, Appendix F. from Gerald and Margarot, who were 
Delegates of the Conſtitutional Society, to. the Secretary of the 
Correſponding Society. 4 FP EP ; 
| Q. (To Gurnell, fhewing him a paper.) Did you find that in 
any place, and where? 5 1 e | 
A. I found it in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Hardy. 


15 (Clerk Reads.) | 55 
I «© Edinburgh, Tueſday, Dec. 2, 1793. 
„ CITIZEN HARDY, TO 8 

We received laſt night a letter ſigned by you, but written by 

another perſon, acquainting us with the determination of the 
Committee, that at the adjournment of the Convention we | 
ſhould return immediately to London; this determination we « 
will undoubtedly conform unto, unleſs it be (as we hope and'truſt 1 5 
it will) contradicted in your next; for if the Committee abides 

by it, we, who by being on the ſpot, and thoroughly acquainted 
with the ſtate of the country, can judge with certainty thereon, 

do aſſure you that our our immediate return to London will be at- 
tended with very bad conſequences, for at preſent all the country 
ſocieties look up to us to come among them t enliven, to n 5 

rage them, to convince them by our ire ſence, that we exiſt, that ; ve 
have been ſent from England for the purpoſe of Union and Reform, = © Þ 
and. that the time is near at hand when ſuch a Reform muſt take _ 
filace. Nothing, dear friends, muſt force us from Scotland, at 

preſent, but the abſolute impoſſibility of bearing the expences at- 
tending our miſſion, and thoſe expences. may beſomewhatleſſened - 

by recalling one of us, and leaving the other; our Norwich __ 

friends may likewiſe bear a part of them, ſo that unleſs the funds 


of the ſociety are very low indeed, no excyſe for recal can be va= { | A} 
lid, unleſs founded on fear; and that we muſt remind you is our = 
e | | e e concern, A | 
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concern, not yours. While, therefore, the idea of uniting our 
Society with the whole kingdom of Scotland affords you a plea- 
ſing proſpect, let us do every thing in our power to cement that 


2 union; and this can only be done by a longer reſidence in -the 


country, and by viſiting the ſeveral ſocieties that have ſent Dele- 
gates to Edinburgh, and would think themſelves ill uſed if we did 
not take their town in our way. Conſider of it, therefore, we 
beſeech you, and let us have your anſwer unmediately.  - | 
„The Convention ena with great ſpirit. We ſit daily - and 
laſt week we came to a reſolution, which, we fancy, will give 
pleaſure to every friend of Reform, as the minutes are to 
printed, we will, at preſent, only give you the heads of it, viz. 
% That ſhould any attempt be made by government for the 
ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Bill, the introduction of a Con- 
vention Bill, or the landing of foreign troops in Great Britain or 
Ireland, the Delegates are immediately to aſſemble in Conven- 
tion at a certain place, the appointment of which is left with a 
Secret Committee—That when ſeven Delegates ſhall be thus 
aſſembled, they ſhall deelare themſelves permanent ; and when 
their number amounts to twenty-one, they ſhall proceed to buſi- 
neſs—thus you ſee we are providing againſt what may happen. 
Citizen Gerald's health is ſo far recovered as not to prevent 
him from fully attending his duty. We cannot ſay as much of 
Citizen Sinclair from the Society for Conſtirutional Information ; 
he has been confined to his bed ever fince Saturday with a vio- 
lent fever and ſore throat ; he is ſomewhat better this morning. 
He is a valuable young man; and, ſhould he die, his loſs would 
be ſeverely felt; not, indeed, by his conſtituents, who have 
baſely abandoned him, but by all the friends of freedom. He 
is a member of our Society, and we recommend him to your 
— 5 5 | Int | 8 
„ You will before this have received our laſt of the 26th inſt. 
acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 23d, together 
with a remittance of 101. 12s. Our time is ſo conſtantly em 
ployed that we find it abſolutely impoſſible, as yet, to write to 
you more than once a week, and even that on no fixed day; 
eighteen hours out of the four and twenty are devoted to public 
buſineſs, and you may reſt aſſured they are not miſpent. We 
are happy to hear that you go on as well in the South as we do 
in the North Letters convey but very imperfectly, and with 
no great degree of ſafety, what we might wiſh to inform each 
other of. ou have done us a material injury by neglecting to 
ſend us a parcel of our publications, and a number of copies of 
the Juryman's Right. Pray do not delay them any longer, and 
among them ſome of the letters to Dundas. We ſent you an 
4 CN 1 | Edinburgh 


— 


* 


« We remain, 
. Ml oſt ſincerely, 85 
«© Your fellow labourers in the cauſe of Reform, 
Jeske GERALD, Delegate, 
M. Maker, Delegate. 
„% M. M. would be glad to receive a line from T. H. about 
. Private buſineſs of his own.... 
Mr. Attorney General. My Lord, I am going to read a 
letter of the loth of March, 1794, from 
Norwich Societe. 2: SCALES 
Q. (76 Walſh, fhewing him a frafer.) Where did you find that ? 
A. 1 found it at Mr. Samt's at Norwich. 5 


„ Spithrad, the roch of March, 1794. 
„% ortliy Friends, and Fellow Citizens, _ 


4 


“ Our ſtay here being longer than was firſt expected, I avail _ 


myſelf of that delay to acknowledge the receipt of twenty 
pounds from your ſociety, which have been delivered to me by 
Thomas Hardy, our ſecretary, to whom you had remitted them, 
and who has been down here purpoſely to ſee me, and make ſome 
arrangements for the future, but whoſe buſineſs has called him 
back to London before any thing could be ſettled between us.—At 
firſt he ſeemed to think that the money was meant by you to be di- 
vided among the four who are now ſuffering together; but on my 
acquainting him that thoſe gentlemen were infinitely better o 


than myſelf in that reſpect, inſomuch that they are continually 


receiving private preſents, and are moreover ſupported by many 


noblemen and rich members of Parliament, theſe latter ſeeking 


only (1 much fear) to make a party affair of it, that he gave the 


money to my own diſpoſal. If, however, you meant otherwiſe, 
your intention ſhall be complied with onion on its being 


This 


made known to me. So much for pecuniary affairs. 


morning ten ſhips of war have left Spithead for the channel, 


and it is here reported that the Breſt fleet is out: rumour, always 


ma nifying things, ſays there are ſeventy ſail of French at ſea; 


if ſo, there muſt be a number of tranſports among them, and a 


deſcent may probably be the conſequence. For God's ſake, my 


worthy friends, do not relax in the cauſe of freedom continue as 
you have begun—confolidate your own ſocieties—unite with 
others—perſevere, and make no doubt but ſooner or later your en- 
deavours will be crowned with 3 8 I have alſo to thank you 
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Edinburgh Gazetteer laſt week, we" ſend you another to-mor- . 
row; you will therein ſee part of what paſſed in the Conven- 
tion. n e 


argarot to the 


for 


Aw £16 


n 
* n 5 — 


8 Fur Fin 


for the affectionate addreſs I received from you. | Be aſſured that 
my utmoſt ambition will be ever to deſerve your confidence and 
your eſteem. The tide of fortune, however ſtrongly it may run 
ore our cauſe at preſent, muſt ſoon have a turn: The eyes 
of mankind will naturally open, when their pockets empty, and 
their blood ſpills ; they will aſk each other, for whom are we 
thus ſacrificing ourſelves and murdering others? What advan- 
tage reſults to us from all this expenditure and ſlaughter ? And, 
by interfering in the government of another country, do we not 
ſet other nations an example to intertere with our own govern- 


ment, and. to model it as they think proper ? Should they 5 


ſo, popery and deſpotiſm muſt be our lot. May gracious 
rovidence avert it; may we rather all, to a man, be determined 
to live free or die! In my exile, nothing would effect me ſo 
much as to hear that my country was enſlaved, and that my 
countrymen hugged their chains. I truſt, however, the national 
ſpirit of Britons will prevent it. Adieu, my dear friends, and 


ever remember, 3 
| « Your faithful, | 
„ P. S. This day a mock debate concerning our ſentence is 


WEDNESDAY 
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8 WE DNES DAY MoRNINO November 19, 1794. 5 


The Court opened purſuant to adjournment at Nine o'clock.” , 1 
Mir. Attorney General. We ſhall produce a letter of 26th - 338 F 
May, 179%: which relates to the correſpondence of the Friends "= 
of the People; it is from Sheffield to the Conſtitutional So- „ 
5 0 (To Mr. Maclean, fhewing him a ſiaer.) Where did 
you find that letter? | oo 3 
A. In the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. VF 

„ „ (Olerk Reads.) 5 1 1 A | 

<« Dated, Sheffield, May 26, 1797.” b | _—_— 
Mr. Attorney General. It is a miſtake for 1792. * 1-08 1 


| (Clerk Reads.) N | 
« Signed, Samuel Aſhton, Addreſſed to Mr. Adams, Tooke's 
1 ON Court, Chancery-Lane, London. OE TOM 
Sheffield Society for Con Information. 
60 SIR, : | . — | | | 
Tour favour of the 3d ultimo came duly to hand. Ile 
acceptance of our twelve friends as members of your's 1s mighty —_— 
ſatisfactory to this Society; and I am directed by them, to requeſt : 
you will preſent their fincere thanks to the ſociety, for the honour  - 
configs upon the members of this ſociety. It is with pleaſure 4 
we congratulate you upon the uſeful knowledge you diſſeminate, 
to diſſipate ignorance and error from among the general maſs 
of the people; a knowledge which, when once obtained, can- 
not be obliterated, cannot be defaced by the wicked deſigns of 
artful and crafty men. We are happy to inform you the num» | 
ber of members are about 2,400, and is likely to encreaſe in great 
proportion by worthy and reſpeCtable friends, who, though they” „ 
don't incorporate with us, have manifeſted themſelves in a man- 1 
ner that adds ſtrength and ſupport to the ſociety, and the cauſe 4 
in general. . | gd ue | 
On Saturday laſt, the 19th, we received a packet of reſolves 
from Free Maſon's Tavern, and we find they are not ſo well | 
reconciled to the way pointed out to us, as we could with, nor do | 
they afford us ſuch a flattering proſpect, as the affociations of ſo _ 
reſpectable a body, under the denomination of the Friends of 
the People might do. Their anſwer of the 12th inſtant to the 0 
letter of the 27th ultimo, is no ways compatible with that appli- „„ 9 
cation from the known reſpectable names who entertain a wiſh - 
to obtain a thorough Reform, upon the principles of the Rights - . 
of Man, Which can never be 5 till every man 1 5 5 3 y 
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his rights. We communicated to them, the pleaſing hopes of «* 


looking forward, and viewing ſuch reſpectable characters ſup- 

ting our rights, agreeable to the above principles, and accord- 
ing to the denomination which they give themſelves : In due 
courſe they would receive our letter laſt Thurſday ſe'nnight. 
We ſhall not attempt any further communication with them 
until we are favoured with your ſentiments on this fubject, or till 


matters of doubt are removed. | 


« We received a packet from the Friends of the People in 
Southwark; they have our beſt withes, and we ſhall in a day 
or two forward our reply to them. We have alſo had commu- 

nications from Mancheſter, and ſeveral other places, that are 
about to form themſelves into ſocieties. Birmingham in parti- 
cular claims all the aſſiſtance which poſſibly can be adminiſtered. 
There are a great number of friends to the cauſe of the people, 
and we flatter ourſelves, if prudent meaſures are purſued, the 


- mouths of deſpots and reigning bigots will be ſtopt. 


I am, your ſincere friend, EE 
“And hope you will excuſe my troubling you with 
dhe encloſed, | 5 


« SAMUEL ASHTON.” 


* Mr. Bower. We ſhall now produce a letter which was omitted 
laſt night, from the London Correſponding Society to the So- 
ciety at Sheffield, in which they ſtate they don't expect any peti- 
tion will produce a Reform. 8 OS RE 
Q. (To Mr. Lauzun, fhewing him a frafier.) Did you find 
that among Hardy's papers ? FF 
| A. Les. : . 
| ( (Clerk Reads.) 
| No ſignature, or addreſs. 
on SIR, 2 | | 8 4th March, I793. 
« The London Correſponding Society have at preſent to 


acknowledge your laſt, and to anſwer more fully your preceding 


letter. „ 8 

„With regard to petitioning Parliament, we are unanimous 
in the opinion, that ſuch a petition will not produce a Reform; 
yet from many conſiderations we are now perſuaded, that if every 
ſociety in the iſland will ſend forward a petition, we ſhall ulti- 
mately gain ground, for as much as it will force the preſent mem- 
bers of the Senate to repeatedly diſcuſs the ſubject, and their 
deliberations, printed in the different newſpapers, will moſt 


naturally awaken the public mind towards the object of our pur- 


ſuit ; the nation once informed that a Reform in Parliament is 


ſought for from different quarters, gives riſe to debates in the 


Houſe of Commons, and is acknowledged by every rank to be 
1 5 n | wanting, 


. 
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wanting, will begin to exerciſe their own reaſon on the ſubject; 


arrived at that period, we. preſume our buſineſs will be nearly 


accompliſhed. | 7 
Let us then cloſely follow up our Nottingham brethren ; 
let every. ſociety petition ſeparately ; let every week furniſh a 
_ freſh petition, and afford a freſh debate; we ſeek to open the 
eyes of the public: Petitions on our part, and rejections on 


the part of the Miniſtry, will effectually do it. We therefore 


highly approve of your idea, and will ourſelves follow it up, 
and recommend it to all the other focieties we correſpond with ; 
and withal, we recommend to you that no time be loſt in ſo 
doing. 8 1 i 
« With you, we lament the evils of an imprudent aud incon- 


ſiderate war, a war rather eagerly fought for the advancement . 


of private ends, than carefully deprecated from conſiderations of 
public good a conteſt unfavourable to this country, whether 


either France or Deſpotiſm gain the upper hand. We join with 


ou in gratitude to thoſe worthy members of either Houſe who 

ave endeavoured to avert this national calamity, to whom we 

have likewiſe returned our public thanks, —and we remain, with 
ſincerity and affection, S 

| | „ Your friends and fellow labourers, 


60 9” 


Q. (75 Mr. Lauzun, fhewing him a hafier.) Where did you 
find that paper? 3 7 „ . 
A. At Mr. Hardy's houſe. 


7 (Clerk Reads.) 55 ; 
«I. 7 t "=o hn 2 

elt is with ſingular ſatisfaction the committee of the London 
Correſponding Society received your letter: they are very glad 
to ſee the ſpirit of freedom ſpringing up in Birmingham, and 
they make no doubt but that the zeal of your ſociety and the 
increaſe of your numbers, will ſoon do away the ſtigma thrown 
on your town by the unjuſtifiable behaviour of a Church and 


King mob. We are entirely of your opinion with regard to the 
neceſſity of a general union; and we believe, as A bay do, that 


when once the country ſhall have ſo united, the Nero's of the 
day will be forced to yield to the juſt demand of a long and fore 
oppreſſed people. | F- ; 

With pleaſure we accept your proffered correſpondence, 
and earneſtly beg of er to let us hear from your ſociety by 
every opportunity. e with likewiſe you would point out to 


us ſome ſafe mode of conveyance for ſuch informations and pub- 
licatiBne as we may think neceſſary to be tranſmitted to hg 
ave 


IT 


The poſt we no ways rely-on, as many of our letters 
Already been intercepted. | - | 


* 


bs. 5 
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If any of the members of your ſociety ſhould have occaſion to 
# 


' viſit this metropolis, we hope you will not let him come without 
"2 letter from you, and that while they ſtay here they will fre- 


| n aſſiſt at the meetings of our ſeveral diviſions, and by”. 


thus aſſociating commence an union which we hope ſoon to ſee 
ſpread itſelf all over Britain. VVT 
We will not enter into a detail of our grievances; we are 


2 


a * 8) 
IS 
* 


equally well informed thereon, and all alike thoroughly convinced 


that nothing ſhort of annual Parliaments and univerſal ſuffrage 


can eſtore to us that degree of civil liberty we are juſtly entitled 


„ M. M. C. 


to, &c. &c. a 
| i . | „ 


4 To Mr. J. Kilminſter, Secretary to the Birmingham Society 


for Conſtitutional Information.” 


. (7% Mr. Scott, fhewing him a haaſier.) Where did that 
letter come from? 8 Log, > BY Oe Ee 
A. It came from among Mr. Skirving's papers. 
. Where did you find it? pete 
4. Among Mr. Skirving's papers. | 
| {Clerk Reads.) 


* Dated, London, October 5, 1793; ſigned, Thomas Hardy, 
and addreſſed to Mr. William Skirving, Head of the 


Horſe Wynd, Edinburgh. | 
n, ne 5 
With pleaſure I peruſe your favour of the 2d inſtant, but 

as yet have ſeen nor heard nothing of the two'copies of Mr. 


Muir's trial, which you mention as being ſent to the ſociety, and 


to myſelf. Be kind enough, notwithſtanding, to return that 


gentleman thanks for his polite attention; and aſſure him, that 


we view him in the light of a martyr to freedom, as well as Mr. 
Palmer; and that our warmeſt hopes are, that the oppreſſors of 


vengeſul malice into execution. , 


mankind will either be aſhamed or afraid of carrying their re- 


The General Convention which you mention, appears to. 
Mr. Margarot (to whom alone I have communicated your letter) 


and myſelf, to be a very excellent meaſure, and as ſuch I could 


with you, without delay, to communicate it officially to our 


. Tociety, without any ways mentioning that you had written to me firi- 


vately, If in your official letter you ſhould require us to ſend a 


deputaticn to that meeting, I have no doubt but our ſociety 
would with pleaſure accept the invitation, and I am perſuaded it 


may do much good. Our freedom, as you juſtly obſerve, depends 


entirely upon ourſelves, and upon our availing ourſelves of this 
V opportunity, 


5 


- 


. opportunity, which once loſt may not be ſoon 9 Lam 
glad to dilgoyerby your teſtimony that I was no ways miſtaken 

in the high opinion I always had of Lord Daer's patriotifm. A 
title may be a bar to diſintereſted patriotiſm ; but, it ſeems, he 


to the 


has evinced it to be not an infuperable one. 


« You are right—it is true that we have had another 8 
war at which a haſtily compoſed and ſuddenly proc | 
ing was read, applauded, and agreed to be preſented; gu, | 
r 


on a cool reviſal, the ſaid addreſs being found to be more ill matu 


than ſpirited, more dangerous in its language than advantageous 
in its object, beſides being too long, the committee, with the 
approbation of the majority of the ſociety, have adopted-ano+ 


ther, much ſafer, more appoſite, and relating ſolely to the war. 
Encloſed you have a copy of it. But you was miſinformed 


when you was told we paſſed any reſolutions at that meeting, 
for we only came to one, and that rather of a private nature, 


namely, That the conduct of Sir James Sanderſon, in pre- 
venting the meeting of the London Correſponding Society at 
the Globe Tavern, F leet-Street, was. of ſuch a nature as tq 


Place him below our cenſure.” 


« am, moſt ſincerely, | 
oh Your fellow-labourer and e 
| „T. HARDY. 


P. 8. Mc Maget deſires to be remeintiewed to you in 


the moſt affectionate manner. Do not in future, on the addreſs 


ws A ons to be held at Edinburg 


of your letter, mention any thing of the ¶ London Correſhonding 
Society] for it was a W LN to one that I received that letter 


by polt. = 


% To Mr. Skirving, Edinburgh.” W 


Mr. Attorney General. I am now going to produce the com- 
miſſions of Margarot and Gerald, as delegates to the Conven- 
tion in Scotland. | 


Q. (To Mr. Scott.) | Are thoſe a part of Mr. Skirving's s 
papers? ; 
A "Theſe were alſo found among Mr. e 8 8 75 


Clerk Reads.) 


E Aba a general meeting of the London Correſponding 88 | 


held at Citizen Briellatt's, Hackney Road: 


« This is to certify, that Maurice Margarot is elected a 


4 


Adee from the London n Society, to the *enſu- 


. (Signed) RICHARD Honssen⸗ Chairman. 
Tous HaRDy, Secretary.” 


J 
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« At a. 3 meeting of the London Correlpording Society, : 
held at Citizen Briellatt's, Hackney Road, 24th. Obes, - 


1793: * 
« This is to certify that Joſeph Gerald is elected delegate 


from the London Correſponding Society, to the enſuing Con- 
vention, to be held at Edinkurg 4 


for the purpoſe of obtaining 
a oh Reform in the Parliamentary Repreſeatation of the 
people of Great @ritain, 

: (Signed) „RichaxD Hoposox, Chairman. 

| „ Thomas HARDy, Secretary.” 
Mr. Boots Gower, Now go to the 8th November, 1793, 


- where there is an entry on the books of the Conſtitutional So- 


diety, which ſtates letters read from the ſocieties of Leeds and 
Sheffield, in anſwer to the letter of the 28th October, r 18 
— to their ſending delegates to the Convention. 


(Clerk Reads.) 


bs At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
| Friday, 8th November, 1793: 
% Read letters from the Conſtitutional Societies at Sheffield. 


Leeds, and Birmingham, in anſwer to the Secretary's letters of 


the 28th ultimo.“ 

Mr. Attorney General. Now we will produce letters that are 
anſwers to the Conſtitutional Society, relative to the ſending 
delegates to the Scotch Convention. 

* (7 o Mr. Maclean.) Where did you find that paper? 


( Heꝛoing one.) 
A. IL found i it in the e poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. 
5 (Clerk Reads.) 


15 Addrefled to Mr. D. Adams, Attorney at Lin Tooke' $ 


Court, Chancery-Lane, London. 
* Sheffield Committee-Room of the Conſtitutional Nc 
6 SIR, Nov. 1, 1793. 
£ Your letter, and the fotos of the Society for Conſti- 


' tutional Information in London, are this moment delivered to 


me by Mr. Aſhton, in anſwer to which I fit down inſtantly to 


inform you that the ſociety has already tranſmitted its ſentiments 
| to the ſecretary of the Convention at Edinburgh, Mr. Skirving, 


anddeclined ſending a delegation, for reaſons which I will tranſ- 


5 cribe in the words of our letter, * That it would have given this 


ſociety the moſt heartfelt ſatisfaction to have had a legation 


5 preſent at their approaching Convention, had we received timely 
motice of their wiſhes that it ſhould be ſo-—but it ra gebe 
happens, 1 75 all the gentlemen belonging to the ſociety, whic 

it ou chooſe aa 0 


* a buſineſs, are ſo previouſly 
engaged 


| engaged in affairs which they cannet Pei poligths:the 0 
chort an interval, tat it is wh in our power to comply with 
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their requiſition on the preſent occafion. — 


would do ſo. 


This ſociety are alſo of opinion, that to give ſuch a mea- 
ſure its full effect, it would be neceſſary that the other ſocieties 
in South Britain ſhould have communication with each other on 
the ſubject, and be able to aſcertain that deputations would be 
ſent from at leaſt a wg of the ſocieties in this part of the 
kingdom. And to evince that we ſhould be happy to unite our 
efforts with their's in one firm and ſettled plan, we aſſure them, 

chat if they think proper to fix another meeting in January or 
February, or any other time which may be more agreeable, and 
give us immediate notice thereof, and that they wiſh to ſee dele- 


gates from the ſeveral ſocieties in this part of the kingdom, * 


will write to all thoſe we are in correſpondence with, to get ſuch 
a delegation as may be truly reſpectable and important. | 
“The above extract will evince to you, Sir, and the Society 


for Conſtitutional Information, how far your proceeding meets 


with our approbation. There is a worthy member of this ſociety 
and of the committee, and J believe alſo of the committee of 


* 


twelve, admitted into your ſociety, Citizen Alcock, now in Lon- 
don, and I doubt not but he has, before this will reach you, given 


you the whole information herein contained; but ſo ſcrupulouſl 
exact am I in anſwering every letter on public buſineſs, that 1. 
will not truſt to him, though I know he is particularly deſirous 
of being introduced to you. | „ 
„] was choſen ſecretary, firo temſiore, to anſwer the letter 
from Mr. Skirving, and therefore continue the office thus much 
further, not to keep you in ſuſpence, as the committee will not 
meet again before Wedneſday next, and two or three of the mem- 
bers, who have ſeen your letter before I did, ſent to requeſt 1 


CY 


I cannot cloſe this letter without remarking, that all the 
ſocieties we are in correſpondence with, have been remarkably 
remiſs in their communications for ſeveral months paſt; to many 
we have addreſſed more than one or two letters without receiving 


any anſwers. . This ſociety has been very active, and particularly . 
in publiſhing, by which ſeveral :ndividuals have ſuffered conſi- 


derably, as the burthen has fallen chiefly on them. We have 
many thouſand members, but a vaſt majority of them being 
working men, .the war, which has deprived many of them of 


all employment, and almoſt every one of half his earnings, we 
have been crippled more than any other in the kingdom. We 


have the ſatisfaction to know that we have done great good, but 


I fear we muſt content ourſelves with good intentions and withes 


in future, as our funds are not only exhauſted, but the ſociety is 
1 JJ conſiderably 


— ——— 2* 809 


_ zeal for the great cauſe we are 
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conſiderably in debt, and that debt muſt fall on a few who have 
. Rood forward on every occaſion with their zeal, their active 


WT 
It appears to me, that if the ſocieties do not become more 


active, and more united in their efforts in the time to come, 


what they have done hitherto will be rendered uſeleſs, and arbi- 
trary power will trample on all that is dear and valuable to free- 
men. The meaſures lately adopted in the ſiſter kingdom, mea- 
ſures as oppoſite to, and incompatible with a free conſtitution as 
fire and water, and ſince followed up by the moſt flavith and 
horrid doctrines in the. courts in Scotland, have hitherto been 
viewed only with a degree of apathy by the great bodies of the 


Kingdom, which we little folks in the country look up to for 
examples, ſtyling themſelves Patriotic, ſuch as The Society for 


Conſtitutional Information in London,” The Friends of the 
People, ditto,” © The Friends to the Liberty of the Preſs,” that 
we begin almoſt to think here, it is time to nip thoſe buds of 


freedom which were beginning to bloſſom with ſo much luxuri- 
| ance, leſt they ſhould be expoſed to the danger of being blighted 
by thoſe torpid froſts which appear to have chilled every ani- 


mating influence in thoſe great barriers which we looked to for 
defence and protection.” 1 
I éaſſure you, my good Sir, nothing is further from my 


intention than to give the ſmalleſt offence. I am a ſtaunch De- 


mocrat, and ſpeak my mind freely; and I hope you will conſider 


What I have hinted at the ſupineneſs, which appears at preſent to 


poſſeſs too great a ſway, as merely the effect of that warmth and 
oth ſtrenuous to ſupport and 
forward, the cauſe of freedom and Parliamentary Reform. 
| J am, with the greateſt reſpect, Sir, | 
| & Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
«© MaTTHEw CAMPBELL BRowNE, 
Secretary, fro temfrore, to the Conſtitutional 
| Society, Sheffield.“ ; | 


Mr. Solicitor General. We will now go to the proceedings 


of the Britiſh Convention, to ſhew this ſociety did ſend a delegate 


notwithſtanding their refuſal before. It is in the additional cor- 


reſpondence from the London Correſponding and the Shef- 


field Societies. 5 | 
| ch: (Clerk Reads.) 


% Additional delegation. Crown and Anchor, Strand, London. 
Charles Sinclair, Henry York.—London Correſpondin 
; OY, Joſeph Gerald, ditto. Maurice M . 
Correſponding Society, Matthew Campbell Browne.“ 


Mr. 


* 
* 
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ws 


Mr. Silicitor Cam, Now we will e that Matthew 
Campbell Browne, was an active N of che N = 25 


ſeveral of their proceedings. 
| -- (Clerk Reads.) 


4 Citizen Browhe: of Sheffield, produced a e Nee Hh 


the Leeds Conſtitutiorial Society, appointing him their Delegate, 
which was received and approved thy by the Convention.. 1 
Seventh Day's Sitting; Edinburgh, 26th Nov. 1793. 
„Citizen Matthew Campbell Browne in the Chair. | 
Mr. Solicitor General, We will ' now read the letter from 


| Leeds, mentioned i in the ſame entry of the Conſtitutional 50- 5 
Cl : 
jy (7 Mr. Maclean.) Where d vou 'ind that letter | 


hewing him one.) 


| A. 1 Sch it in the Peine of Mr. Adams. . 


„ (Clerk Roads. ) 5 

&« Addreſſed to Mr. Adams, Tooke' s Court, London | 

£3342. ,00 SIR, es 

« Your” s of the 2 
mittee of the Leeds Society on Monday the 4th of this inſtant. 

II It is with great ſatisfaction we read your letter, and ap- 


prove of your having elected your Delegates to ſerve upon ſuch 


a laudable undertaking ; but if Ps mean for the Leeds' Society 
to adopt the ſame meaſures, ſhall be glad if you will anſwer this 


immediately; as we are not acquainted with the time of their 5 


: ain we fear our Delegates would be too late. | 
| I am, Sir, with great reſpect, 
« Your humble ſervant, 
CHARLES HUNTLEY. 


cc Qu „Hill, 3 | 
wy tc Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society.“ 


Nov. 5, 1793. 


Mr. 5 olicitor General. 
Conſtitutional Societ 


29th J received, laid it 1 the Come 


We ſhall produce a letter from the | 
to the Conſtitutional Society in London. 
_ defiring they will ſen Delegates to the Scotch Convention, and 


we ſhall prove they appointed Margarot, who was likewiſe a 


member of the Conſtitutional Society ? 


L. (To Mr. Walſh.) Did you find that letter * where? . 


A. Ves, in Mr. Saint s houle at Norwich. 
(Clerk Reads. 75 


London Correſponding Society, Nov. 23 1793. 5 


ce FELLOW C1TIZENS, 
„% You have been already 


cCieties in England and Scotland, of the Convention called and 
now W in Edinburgh, 111 the . of * a TA. 


W 


informed, by the correſpondence | 
| ſubſiſting between the reſpective diviſions of the patriotic 8o- 


"ax 


276 ri TRIAL oF © 


1 ; na ncd radical reform in the fi ſtem of parliamentary repreſentation "7 
= and you are alſo in — of the circumſtances of our having 


ſent two Delegates (Margarot and Gerald) to repreſent our in- 
creaſing' Society in that reſpectable aſſembly. The Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, alſo elected two repreſentatives 
f Vork and Sinclair) the latter only of whom has gone to Scot- 
and for the diſcharge of his important miſſion. 1 
« Citizens, the object of our preſent letter is to inform you of 
the important communications which our miſſion has already 
produced. The ſpirit and reſolution” it has diffuſed through the 
reſpective Societies in Scotland—the rapid increaſe of the avowed 
ff friends of liberty, which has already made its appearance, and 
1 the proſpects which have been opened before us of the moſt 
Þþ Complete union, the moſt determined perſeverance, the moſt ac= 
tive exertion in every conſtitutional meaſure, that can be deviſed 
for the recovery of our rights, and the complete renovation of the 
liberties and happineſs, which, as men, we are entitled to, and 
as Pritons, we have been taught to expect. An increaſe of af- 
> fection, of zeal, of confidence; a concert of permanent union; 
a free communication and compariſon of ſentiments and inten- 
tions; mature deliberation and mutual rehance—theſe are the 
fruits of the wiſe and ſpirited meaſures adopted by the Friends of 
Liberty in Scotland, and ſeconded by the Societies of London 
and of Ireland. ; FV 5 
FBritons, and fellow citizens! let us rouſe you to immediate 
co-operation with theſe efforts for the general good; —let us 
awaken you to a ſenſe of the importance of the preſent moment, 
and perſuade you, perſuade all the patriotic Societies in England, 
to ſtrengthen immediate junction with this grand federation ;— 
that as thoſe who are hoſtile to our freedom are already united 
5 by compacts, intereſts, and coalitions, the friends alſo of that 
5 1 principle may be bound together by a link more firm, 
more intimate, and more durable, to reſiſt every oppreſſion and 
1 5 No that may be attempted, and yindicate the © Rights of 
9 An. 25 8 1 
2 The Society at Norwich has already, in ſome degree, imi- 
p tated our example ; for though time and convenience mY not per- 
mit them to elect a ſeparate Delegate, they have ſent a written 
* authority to Citizen Margarot to act for them in that capacity, 
together with inſtructions to enable him to ſtate their ſentiments to 
the Convention, and directions for him to correſpond with them, 
and render their fraternity more complete. : . 
i „ Citizens] permit us to unite our voices with thoſe of our 
= brethrenin the north, to requeſt you, by ſome ſuch method (if you 
Cannot render it convenient immediately to fend a Delegate of 
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"= Four own; to aſſiſt the, cloſer union, and more immediate com- 


+ Munication of the reſpective Societies. Perſuaded as we = 
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that the friends of liberty, if encouraged by the . of ge- 
neral union to ſtep forward and ayow their ſentiments, are already 
ſo numerous and reſpectable, as to enſure a ſpeedy determination 
of the calamities of an unjuſtifiable war, and a reſtoration of 
* right to which Britons and freemen are entitled: 
| We are, in the firm aſſurance of your zeal 
and ſincerity in the cauſe of liberty, your | 
affectionate fellow citizens. | 
: „ THOMAS HARDY, Secretary. 
cc P. 8. 1 received your letter, and I lent] it to Edinburgh? AC». 
cording to your direction.? 

Mr. Attorney General. I am going to prove by the book of 
the Conſtitutional N an entry of the 6th of Necem- 
ber, 17 193 a letter from Mr, Sinclair to the Conſtitutional So- 
ciety, in London, deſiring a Secret and Select Es * 
be n to correſpond Jon them. 


(Clerk Reads. ) 


« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutionil! Tai 
| Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Dec. 6, 179 3; preſent 
Mr. J. H, Tooke. _ | 
M r. Solicitor General, Was Martin preſent * 
Clerk of Arraigns. Ves. | 
& Read a letter from Mr, Charles Since Dane this 
Society, at Edinburgh, dated Nov. yth, with the Secretary's an- 
ſwer to that letter; and alſo another letter dated Nov. 12th. - 
„ Reſolved, That a general meeting of this Society be called 
for the ſecond F riday in January next, for the purpoſe of conſi- 
mel the important letters received fr om che Delegate, Mr. 
inclair. 
Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to correſpond 
with our Delegate Mr. Sinclair. 
3 Reſolved, That Mr. ee Balmano, Mr. Ward, aid Mr, 
Bonney, do compoſe the Committee, and that ag vn of che 
Committee be empowered to act. 
2. (To Mr. Maclean.) where did you find that paper? 
A. In 225 en of Mr. Adams. 


{Clerk Reads.) 
« Dated 12th November, WES: Robinſon's Leith Walk. 0 | 


refs.) 
% Dear . TO 

Upon mature reflection, I beg leave to requeſt that the So- 

ciety may be pleaſed to appoint a Secret and ect Committee 

to receive ſuch ſelect communications as may be referted to them, 

and to return immediate anſwers ;—a Committee of that kind, 

formed from the talents and i een gal, of the Society, ought to be 

confided in here as the advancec guard. I am ready to ſet the 
OC TS 3 example, 


U 
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example. Mr. Skirving called upon us this morning, and in- 
formed us he expects err full e in * end of 
that many new Societies are formed, and are forming, in dif- 
| ferent parrs of the country. Lord Daer is juſt come to town. 
I wiſh you to fend a number of your publications; you can ſend 
them by the Royal Charlotte, from the George and Blue Boar, 
Holborn, directed to me at Robinſon's Leith Walk. Although 
Mr. Muir is in very bad health, he is expected to be inſtantly re- 
moved. Let me aſſure you they conſider him as a martyr, in 
their caufe, and a ſubſcription is opened for him here ; and, per- 
haps, it will be very adviſeable to forward it in London as much 
as poſſible, for, by all accounts, his fmall fortune has been much 
Impaired in the public ſervice. The friends of Margarot, Gerald, 
And myſelf, invited us to a ſumptuous dinner, and which they 
Bad prepared for us, and the health of Muir was in conſequence 
given with three times three ;—in return for which T took 
upon me to thank them, and to fay, they deſerved well of their 
countr e particulars of which I ſhalt not now relate. 5 
| „„ 5 L209 RR, ie 
: « Your very humble ſervant 
P. S. Pray have the goodneſs to ſend me the Morning 
Chronicle and the Argus.” ic *** 
Mr. Attorney General. Now read the letter dated 7th Nov. 
Z ny . VV Cs, 
5 5 _ (Clerk Reads.) 7 be bs 
% Addreſſed to D. Adams, Eſq. Tooke's Court, Chancery 
4 Lane, London. | =: 
& I have the ſatisfaction to inform you, that the Delegates | 
from the Societies in London have, at length, arrived at Edin- 
burgh. Delegates from the other Societies in England, and 
who are now upon the road, will ſoon alſo he here to wait upon 
the Friends of the People, in order to eſtabliſh an indiſſoluble 
fraternity between the two nations, and to adopt thoſe meaſures 
which at this awful period may have a tendency to ſave the 
country. . JJJJJJJJVVVVVVVV ( wh 
Solemnly pledged as you are to a common and a juſt cauſe, 
no hardſhip and no expence can be thought too great for you, 
while you are conſcious that you are diſcharging your duty.— 
With no propriety can you refuſe to attend upon your brethren 
— from England, who, at PA much expence, and from ſo great a 
diſtance, have come to unite their affections and deliberations }. 


3 
with you. oy 
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Let me have a paper in my hand containing the queſtion to the 


„* 
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I feel it my duty, in coincidence with the ſentiments of the 


General Committee here, again to recal the Societies by theit 
Delegates to this place. Every moment is precious, and delay 
is ſynonimous to treachery. ö 


AI expect, therefore, Sir, to have che honour of feeing you 
Dele- 


on. the 19th current, in the General Convention of the 


gates, in compliance with the public advertifement, which I was 
bound to inſert in my official capacity, in the Gazetteer of yeſter- 
day, to which I intreat your particular attention. 3 
If you cannot poſſibly attend, it will be proper to call the 


Committee of your Society to appaint one or two in your place. 


No exertion on the part of a friend ſhould be wanting at this im- 
portant criſis to render this Convention ſtill more reſpectable; 
and none, who have the cauſe at heart, and diſcern how much is 
at ſtake, will be remiſs. 1 + on 


« ; 


Leet it be our ardent prayer, to God, that his wiſdom; may 


direct their meaſures, and that his benediction may attend the 
execution of them. | | £3 ; Fs” 
| „% T have the honour to be, Sir, 
„Vour moſt obedient ſervant, BE AB 
25 WILLIAM SKIRVING, Secretary. 
Edinburgh, Nov. 7. 179 EY 2 5 
Mr. Attorney General. e next 1s a letter, dated Tolbooth, 
January 24, 1794, from Margarot to Hardy. 1 
2. 25 Mr. Gurnell, flewing him a ftiaer.) Where did you 
find that letter? | | | 1 
A. In Mr. Hardy's poſſeſſion. 


(Clerk Reads.) 


« Tolbooth, Edinburgh, January 24th, 1794, addrefſed to 
Mr. Thomas Hardy, No. 9, Piccadilly, London, ſigned, 


— 


M. M. | 
« DEAR Hardy, 


have juſt received your letter, dated by miſtake, I ſuppoſe, -_ 
the 19th, giving me an account of the dinner at Ramſay, and en- 


cloſing me a 1ol. note. I thank you for the kind concern you 
ſhew, but I with the Society may not forget me altogether ; 
however, ſhould they, I am determined to purſue the ſame line 
of conduct, even if I purſue it alone. I muſt remark to you in 
private, .(and this letter is meant as a private one, although you 


may make what uſe you pleaſe of it) that the Sheffield Society 


bas behaved far different from our own towards their Delegate, 


and even towards his family. If you publiſh my trial, it may be 
. neceſſary to place my handſome figure in the front, if ſo, Mrs. 
Margarot can furniſh you with a miniture for that-purpoſe.—. 


; % 
hd 
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— 


— em t or 


Lord Juſtice Clerk, and let the laſt part be intelligible, vin. * Died 
you not ſay, that the mob would be the better for loſing a little 
Food, and that it would have a great effect on the public mind?“ 


I was going to write a preface, addreſſed to the public, to my 


trial, but at the meeting at the Globe Tavern, I thought it might 
be better for the Society to ſay ſomething upon that head. I muſt 
obſerve, that the Sheffield people ſeem more in earneſt than the 
Londoners. Pray write to Norwich, as I hope Sutton has pa 


the bill; if ſo, let Mrs. Margarot ſend 151. of it. I aſk for the 


money becauſe I am in arrears here more than the Society has 


ſent me. Armed aſſociations are, I perceive, ſet on foot by the - 


rich, why ſhould not the poor do the ſame ? Are you to wait 
while 20,000 Heſſians and Hanoverians come to you? In London 


688 garniſh your axe, and like lambs content yourſelves with 


leeding. Pray let me hear from you ſoon. 
V 6 in, 5 46 . M. 

Mr. Attorney General. I am now going to produce a letter o 
Mr. 'Thelwall's, who your Lordſhip recollects was a member 
of the Conſtitutional Society. I read it for the purpoſe of a 
paſſage in it relative to the addreſs of the 20th of January of the 
e a Correſponding Society; having before read to your 


= 


Lordſhips the letter in which that addreſs was communicated bx 


the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society to Mr. 
Adams, the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society, and having 
read the letter of the 24th of January, 1794, which ſtates the 
moſt excellent addreſs of the London Correſponding Society was 
approved of by the Conſtitutional Society] take the hherty to 
ſtate this becauſe, I underſtand, in my a ſence, your Lord{hips* 
thought it not evidence. I conceive it is evidence. 


RICHARD WiLLIaMs, ſworn. 
Examined by Mr. SoLIcIToR GENERAL. 

Q. Look to that letter (Mering one) Do you know whoſe 
hand writing it is? | DE 5 N 

l believe the ſignature to be Mr. Thelwall's. 
Did you ever ſee him write? 
A „ fo 
Do you beueve that to be his fignature ? 
Yes, Sir. 5 1 „ 
What do you ſay to the reſt—is that his hand- writing? 
I don't know. | Eo 


S OS NO 


| wy (Clerk Reads.) 85 
No date, ſigned J. Thelwall, addrefſed to Citizen Jack 


2 


Vellum. 


* DEAR JACK, 


Jofx HORNE TOOKE: 28 
4846 DE AR Tack, „„ . VV gag 
„A ſend you three dozen of ſongs, copies of either of Which 
I would have you give to whoever may aſk for them, that 
is likely to ſing them; I believe, at this time, they will do a 
great deal of good when diſſeminated. I have printed 3000 of 
each, and they {ell like wild-fire. I ſend you alſo a little pamph- 
Tet, containing an exſtract from a ſpeech of mine; for publiſhing 
which the bookſeller is now in Newgate, and is to be tried for 
ſedition. I ſend you alſo a copy of the indictment—thew them 
among your friends, as they will illuſtrate one of the ſongs; one 
of them was drawn up by myſelf, the other is part of it in the 
hand-writing of Mr. Horne T ooke, and the other is in the hand- 
writing of the Citizen who has ſigned it. At our laſt meeting 

we had above 1000 people preſent; it was a glorious day off 
triumph to liberty, to which Great Britain will hereafter owe a 
conſiderable part of her happineſs; I was chairman at the din- 
ner, and I aſſure you I gave ſome fine toaſts—Ah ! Ca ira, Ca 

ira, Ca ira! Give ſome copies of the reſolutions about to your 
friends, in order to ſet tyrants and tyranny at defiance; Oar and 
ſpread them about as much as you can. I have deſtributed up- 
wards of 1500 with my own hands. London 1s not the only 
place alive, Scotland is full of liberty boys; and Sheffield, Nor- 
wich, and Manchefter are the ſame. In ſhort, I believe the 
- country will not be humbugged any longer, and before half of the 
next campaign is over, the wiſe men of Gotham will be obliged 
to recal their troops: Adieu, Citizen Jack, I can think of no- 
thing but politics. If you have any advice to give me, pray do 
it plump and open, and without any apology, for it is the duty of 
friends to ſpeak their minds without reſtraint ; and remember I am 
the advocate of equality and perfect freedom. - 

| | - 06:4 Our 
: | „„. .  THELWATLES 

J. (J: Mr. Lauzun.) Where did you find that paper (few» _ 
ing him a ſig ier. 1 61 : I 


A. At Mr. Hardy's. . 
5 (Clerk Reads.) | 0 


At a meeting held at the Crown and Anchor, Strand, 2 1ſt f 
| March, 1794; preſent, Mr. Tooke. j 
% Reſolved unanimouily, That the Secretary of this Society 
be directed to write to the Friends of Peace and Reform at 
Sheffield, and to aſſure them, that this Society views with plea- 
ſure their ſteady exertions to obtain a fair repreſentation of the 
people of Great Britain in parliament, and the proper methods 
which may be appointed for public faſts. 1 
wy Reſolved unanimouſly, That the above reſolution be pub- 


liſhed in the newſpapers. _ ; | 


— 


— 


* 


7 " 
1 
24 1 

14 E 

{ 


* _ * N ö 9 
3 n 


—— — 
* Ä 21 * * 
PF ISS ITT 
” 
«4 
0 

, 

. 


——„— — —— 


oh. 
oy 
2 4 


/ 


- = = on . — - roy _ = = 
—— — —Uͤ4—————— PIE — : 
_ 2 * * „ RO , , , „* n anals * 
* — - « 4 
- 
A * : 


id « 


2 - 
Ta 


$7 


= 

1 
133 

= 

{ 

i 

: | | 8 
1 
5 


282 THE TRIAL or 


ally removed by a full and fair repreſentation of t 
Great Britain. The London Correſponding Society cannot but 


3 8 Reſolved, That the anniverſar dinner of this Society be 
held on e the 2d of May, at the Crown and Anchor Ta- 


+ vern, Strand. 
+ « Refolyed, That Citizen Wharton be requeſted to 'take the 
4 Chair that d 


6 Reſolved, "That Ons Wardle, Gatfield, Thelwall. and 


Sharpe, be requeſted to take the office of Stewards on that day.” 


" 17 7 a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, ; 
5 March 24th, 17 5 preſent, Mr. Tooke. | 
& Read a letter from the London Correſponding Society: 

© Reſolved, That the ſame be entered on the books of this 
Society. 

6 33 1 March 275 1794. | 

J. am directed by the London Correſponding Socie wy to 

tranſmit the following reſolutions to the Society for Conſtitu- 

tional Information, and to requeſt the ſentiments of that Society 


reſpecting the important meaſures which the 9 1 75 juncture of 


affairs ſeems to require. 
The London Correſponding Society conceives that the mo- 


ment is arrived, when a full and explicit declaration is neceſſa 


from all the ends of freedom—whether the late illegal and un- 


heared-of proſecutions and ſentences ſhall determine us to abandon 
our cauſe, or ſhall excite us to purſue a radical reform, with an 
_ ardour proportioned to the magnitude of the object, and with a 


zeal as diſtinguiſhed on our parts as the treachery of others in 


the ſame glorious cauſe is notorious. The Society for Conſti- 


tutional Information is therefore required to determine, whether or 
no they will be ready, when called upon, to act in conjunction 
with this and other Societies to obtain a fair repreſentation of the 


 PEOPLE— Whether they concur with us in ſeeing the ne- 


ceſſity of a ſpeedy Convention, for the purpoſe of obtaining, in a 
conſtitutional and legal method, a redreſs of thoſe grievances un- 
der which we at preſent labour, and which can only be effectu- 

. people of 


remind their friends that the preſent criſis demands all the pru- 


dence, unanimity, and vigour, that ever may or can be exerted 


by MEN and Britons; nor do they doubt but that manly firm- 
neſs and conſiſtency will finally, and they believe N termi- 


nate in n the all accompliſhment of all thew wihe.. 


„I am, Fellow Citizen, 
(++ In my humble meaſure) 
A friend to the Rights of Man, 
(Signed L. Hamnpy, Secretary.” 
A « Reſolved unanimouſly, 1ſt, That dear as JUSTICE wad 


” LIBERTY are to Britons, yet the value of them is compara- 
| ney 1 without a 9 on their permanency ; and 


there 


＋* 


EQUAL LAWS. 


Horne 


” 7 
PT of OE | 4 17 


JOHN HORNE TOOKE, 283 


* 


there can be no ſecurity for the continuance of any rigiit but in 


2d. That equal laws can never be expected but by a full ana 
fair repreſentation of the people; to obtain which, in the way 1 
pointed out by the conſtitution, has been and is the ſole object f 2 
this Society, For this we are ready to hazard every thing, and 1 
never, but with our lives, will we relinquiſh an object whieh in- 
volves the happineſs or even the political exiſtence. of ourſelves 
and poſterity. 5 | | 3 
zd. That it is the deeided, opinion of this Society, that to 
ſecure ourſelves from future illegal and ſcandalous proſecutions, 
to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuſt ſentences, and to re- 
cal thoſe wiſe and wholeſome laws that have been wreſted from 
us, and of which ſcarcely a veſtige remains, there ought to be 
immediately a CONVENTION of the PEOPLE, by Dele- 
ak deputed for that purpoſe from the different- Societies of the 
riends of Freedom aſſembled in various parts of this nation. 
And we pledge ourſelves to the public to purſue every legal me- 
thod ſpeedily to accomplith ſo defirable a purpoſe. 2 # 
„P. S. H have to inform you, that a General Meeting of the 
Society will be holden on Monday the 14th of April, the place 
to be announced by public advertiſement. | 1 
KReſolved, That it is fit and proper, and the duty of this So- 
ciety, to ſend an anſwer to the London Correſponding Society. 
Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, that we have received their communication, - 
and heartily concur with them in the objects: they have in view; 
and that, for the purpoſe of a more ſpeedy and effectual co-opera=-. 
tion, we invite them to ſend to this Society, next Friday evening, a 
delegation of ſome of their members.“ | e 
Lord Prefident. Who appears to be preſent at that mere b 
Clerk 04 Arraigns. Mr. John Pearſon in the Chair; Mr. 
ooke, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Joyce, Mr. 
Kyd, Mr. Williams, the Rev. Dr. Towers, Mr. Thompſon, _ 
Mr. Scott, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Jennings. a 


2 


Mr. Attorney General. I ſhall call Maclean to prove finding in 1 
Mr. Adam's poſſeſſion, a letter from Mr. Hardy, ſtating the - 
names ef thoſe members whom they delegated to the Conſtitus. 
tional Society according to the laſt order to invite them to ſend to 
this Society, next F = 40 evening, a delegation' of ſome of ie 
members. . WE DE fo | 5 

Q. (To Mr. Maclean, fhewing him a fiaſier.) Where did you 
find that, in whoſe poſſeſhon? bg 3 | | 

VVV 5 | . == 
| Read by the Clerk of the Court.) © Rh 5 l 


Bo Addr eſſed to T. Adams, Secretary to the Society for Conſti- : 


© tutional Information. 2 „ 
| MES: „ CITIZEN, { | 
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5 CiT1ZzEN, | 35 
« ] am directed to ſend to the A for Conſtitutional "© 


formation, the following e of the London Correſpond- 
ing Societ 


0 April. 3d, 1794—Refolved, That Matthew Moore, John 
Baxter, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and John Lovett, 
members of this Society, are appointed to hold correſpondence 
with ſuch members of the Society for Conſtitutional Information 


as ny ſhall think fit to appoint, to-morrow evening, the 4th of 


April. L (2 ed) 
„„ | of 66. J. H. Tooke.” 
Mr. Attorney General. Go to the 4th of April, 1794. 
| Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


1 At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 


held at the Crown and Anchor, Friday, 4th April, 1794; 
preſent, Mr. Tooke, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Joyce, Mr. , 

Mr. Richter, and Mr. Holcroft. | 

% Read a letter from the Committee of the London Corn, 
ponding Society, acquainting this Society that they had deputed 
Matthew Moore, John Baxter, and T. Hardy, to hold a con- 
ference with the members of this Society. Matthew Moore, 
John Baxter, John Thelwall, John Lovett, and Richard Bax- 


ter, attended from the London orreſponding Society. 


„ Reſolved, That a Delegation of five members of this So- 


ciety be appointed to meet the members deputed by the London 


Correſponding Society. 
«© Reſolved, That this deputation PA, confer with the deputies 

of the London Correſponding Society. | 
, * 'Reſolyed, That there be appointed a Comte of Cor- 
reſpondence of che members of this Socie 

e Ordered, That Mr. Joyce, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Sharpe; Mr. 
Tooke, Mr. Pearſon, and Mr. Wardle, compoſethe Committee.” 
Le. (7% Mr. Gurnell, hewing him a * Look at that— 


Where did you find it ) 


A. In Mr. Hardy's poſſeſſion. 

Mr. Attorney General. This is a paper found at Hardy's s, but 
it is neceſſary 1 ſhould prove his hand-writing ; ; it appears from 
the book Mr. Hardy was preſent on the 4th of April, 1794. 


It isa letter in his hand, ſtating what paſſed on the 4th of April 


dee if Mr. Hardy appears by the book to be preſent upon the 


Ath of April, 1994. 


Clerk of Arraigus. Ves; he appears ſo by the book. | 
ALEXANDER GRANT, ſworn. Examined by Mr. SOLICITOR | 
GENERAL! 


"00; Look at has paper, (fhewing him 0 can you tell whoſe 5 
Ne 4. No, 


* 


> 
— 
- 


5 


S 


Whoſe hand-writing as you ppb it to be? 
Upon my word, I cannot ſay ; I don't know that I ever 


any N 


Do you know Thom Hardy 15 

Yes, SIr. i | 

Did you ever ſee him write 2 Tl 

Yes, I have.. | | 

. Now look at that ? 

Upon my word I cannot ſay whoſe it is. 

Do you believe it to be Mr. Hardy's e ? 
I cannot ſwear it is his hand- writing. 

: iba Pręſident. Havs you ſeen him write? 

A. Yes. 88 

Q. From the knowledge you have acquired of his manner of 
writin do you believe it is or not? 

. t is ſo different from what I have ſeen before, that I can- 
not ſay i it is. I ſaid poſitively before, I would not ſwear to any 
man's hand- writing. 

Q. You was not aſked to ſwear to his hand. The queſtion 
put was, whether from having ſeen him write, you have ſuch 
a knowledge of his manner of writing as to be able to.form a 
belief whether it is his writing or nos 

A. It may be his, but I cannot ſay it is; I did not ok him 
write it. 

Q. That is nothing. You ought to 5 that is not the 
queſtion whether you ſaw him write it or no, but whether it is 
in fact like it or not, and whether you believe, from the know- 
ledge you have it is his writing. — You have ſaid, you do not 
E it is,. — do you abide by that? 

A. I cannot ſay poſitively, there is ſuch a ſimilarity. | 

Q. Vou have ſaid, you cannot poſitively ſwear it is not, —do 


WO dy 


HRS) 


you abide by that * ? 


A. Give me leave to look a it again——Certainly it is like : 


his writing. 


Q. You have told the Jury you do not believe it to be his 


| e I afk you, whether you abide by that? 


cannot ſay it is his es, ; I cannot ſwear to it 
Fn the ſimilarity of hands. 
Q. You muſt tell us whether you mean to abide by what you 
ſay — Lou have told the Jury, you do not believe it 00 be his | 


hand-writing ? . 


Mr. Tooke. I beg your Lordſhip's pardon—it will be very. 


difficult for him to ibid by it, for he has ſaid both ways, he 
_— believe it 1 he does not believe Ro have no ohe 


tion 


don HORNE TOOKE, 3 . a % 
No, I cannot; 1 never ſaw this before : : I« catinot rear ' 


* 


— f 


— 


, — oa 
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tion to the Attorney General diſcrediting his own witneſs, and 
will readily admit it, and put in the paper. 


Tord Preſident, I- cannot do that, Mr. Tooke : . muſt ſee . 
chat juſtice is done, and whether it is evidence to which no 
objection occurs to me. 


- Fitneſs. I can only ſay it is very like che hand-writing of 


Mr. Hardy, but I cannot ſwear to it. 5 


Mr. Attorney General. I am going now to a meeting of the 


11th April, 1794. : 
| {Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 


at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 11th 


„ April, 1794; preſent, Mr. Tooke,—Mr. Joyce in the 


chair, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Richter, Mr. Kyd, and Mr. 
"Hardy. — | ET 
- At a meeting, April 11, 1794- 


Mr. Joyce made the report of the meeting of the delegates , 
of the London Correſponding Society, for the purpoſe of this 
ſociety co-operating with the London Correſponding Society; 

and that they had come to the following reſolutions : 


« 1ſt. Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee very 


| deſirable that a general meeting or convention of the Friends of 


Liberty ſhould be called, for the purpoſe of taking into conſi- 


deration the proper methods of obtaining a full and fair Repre- 


ſentation of the people. 


* 


„ 2d. Reſolved, That. it is recommended to the Society for 


Conſtitutional Information, and the London Correſponding 
Society, to inſtitute a regular and preſſing correſpondence with 
all thoſe parts of the country where ſuch meaſures may be likel 

to be promoted, not only to inſtigate the ſocieties aliens formed, 


but to endeavour alſo to produce ſuch other aſſociations as may 
further the general object. | Ls: 1 


Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the gene- 
ral object will be much promoted, if a ſtanding committee of 


Co-operation between the two ſocieties were eſtabliſhed, for the 
purpoſe of holding perſonal communication with ſuch members 


of ſimilar ſocieties, in other parts of the country, as may occa- 


Tonally be in London, and who may be authorized by their 


relpectiye ſocieties to act with ſuch committees. 


Read a letter from the Secretary to the London Correſ- 
ponding Society. 125 | l e 


2 


% Reſolved, That the report of the Committee of Delegates 


from the London Correſponding Society, and of this ſociety, be 
entered on the books of this e 1 


+ 1ſt, Reſolved, That it appears to this ſociety very deſirable 
.that a general meeting of the Friends of Liberty ſhould be called, 


. for 


JohN HORNE Tookr. * Why _ 


for the purpoſe of taking into e *i pioper methods 
of obtaining a full and fair Repreſeptation of the people. 
d. Retolved, That it appears to this ſociety that the general 
object will be much promoted if a ſtanding committee of co- 
operation were eſtabliſhed, for the purpoſe of holding perſonal 
communication with ſuch members of ſimilar ſocieties in other 
parts of the country, as may occaſionally be in London, and 


who may be authorized by their reſpective ſocieties to act with $ 


ſuch committees. © 
« 2d. Reſolved, That the Committee of Correlation 
already appointed by this ſociety, be the Committee of Co-ope- 
ration and Communication with the committees of other ſo- 
cieties. 

„ Ordered, That the ſecretary be deſired to ſend a letter to ; 
the London Correſponding Society, acquainting them with the 
members of this ſociety appointed to confer with them. 


Reſolved, That Mr. Joyce be requeſted to accept of the 
office of ſecretary to the Committee of Correſpondence.  *. 


« Mr. Joyce being preſent, accepted of the ſaid office.“ 


Q. (T» Mr. Maclean, fhewing him a hafer.) Where did 
you find that? 


A. Inthe poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. . wo 


Mr. Attorney General. This was found in the poſſeſſion of 
Mr. Adams—it is a draft of part of the reſolutions of the 11h 
April, 1794, and Mr. Woodfall will tell us in whoſe hand- 
writing it is. / Ilie 45 fer ſhewn to Mr. Moodfall. 
Mr. Moodfall. The ſubſtance of this paper I am a ſtranger 
to the hand-writing, but there are two interlineations of the 
word « ſociety,” which I believe to be Mr. Horne Tooke's. 

Q. Is there 758 other interlineation- that has been ſtruck out 
again ? Fog So lH „ 

A. Ves. 4 ; % ? : 

. Whoſe hand-writing i is that ? Ee 


twice. | 

2. There are ſome words with a tis round them? 
A. Yes. | Bin 
Q. Is the third word ſociety = ſtruck out? : : 
ND. * 1 

Mr. Tooke. I believe the word convention is ſtruck out. 
Lord Prefic dent. 208 Mr. Woodfall penn to the words 
firuck out ? | 

Mr. Solicitor General. No, they have been write a a 
pen truck through them. 

(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 5 


0 Reſolved, That it appears to this committee (“ ſociety? WW 


wrote over it in Mr. Tooke's hand) wy deſirable that a general 
| meeting 


32 


Mr. Tooke. 1 believe I have run the word s. ſociety 5 


öàñz © ann Ann of 


meeting or (with a line round the word « convention ”) of the 
Friends of Liberty ſhould be called, for the purpoſe of taking 
into conſideration the proper methods of obtaining a full 1 
fair Repreſentation of the people. 8 N 0 
KReſolved, That it is recommended to the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information and the London Correſponding Society, 
to inſtitute a regular and preſſing correſpondence with all thoſe 
parts of the country where ſuch meaſutes may be likely to be 
promoted, not only to inſtigate the ſocieties already formed, but 
to endeavour alſo to produce ſuch other aſſociations as may fur- 
ther the general object. ' | e Ee 
„ Refolved, That it appears to this committee (“ ſociety”? - 
written above) that the general object will be much promoted, if 
A ſtanding Committee of Co-operation between the two ſocieties 
(with a line round the word “ ſocieties”) were eſtabliſhed, for 
the purpoſe of holding perſonal communication with ſuch mem- 
bers of ſimilar ſocieties in other parts of the country, as may 
occaſionally be in London, and who may (a line round the 
words ho may,“ ) be authorized by their reſpective ſocieties 
to act with ſuch committees.” | 5 
Mr. 7ooke. If you pleaſe, I believe you will think it proper 
to explain this letter which has been read. —I hope I don't do 
wrong I believe it will not be improper, and you will ſee 
plainly this is a very idle buſineſs, done to fave the ſecretary 
tune. £7 | | | $a * ; 

Lord Pre/ident. You ſhould not make objections upon the 
evidence. „ . | . 

Mr. Attorney General. I aſſure you, Mr. Tooke, it gives 
me very great pain to interpoſe in the cauſe at all, but give me 
leave to ſay, when a man takes an improper part in his own 
cauſe, I think it as proper if his. counſel was to fpeak for 
him. TL. : |". Ou. 
Mr. Gibs. As to that, it is utterly impoſſible for any coun» 
ſel to be informed of ſuch a circumſtance as this. ; 

Mr. Attorney General. I can rely upon the candour of Mr. 
Gibbs to do me juſtice in the ſituation in which I ſtand, and if 
he will inform me, in his judgment, I am now interpoſing with 
the leaſt degree of impropriety, J will not interpote again in the 
whole cauſe. k 1G | V ; 
Mr. Toohe. Mr. Attorney General, Iwiſh you to cait your 
eye over the paper, and then you will ſee | have not been making 
improper obſervations. —lf you will. be pleaſed to look at it, you 
will fee the words that are evidently taken from this paper, have 

been read as a part of it, which you will ſee ought not to have been 
Tead.—T was going to explain how this difficulty aroſe, not to 
make any obſervadons upon it, except that the Clerk has read 


EEO 


„ Jon HORNE Took E. 1 ; 289 — 
words that are not part of it—this was all I meant to do. There 
are two ways of eraſing words from writing, one is, by ſtriking 
a line through the words; another way is, by encircling hem | 
with a line. This is encircled, and yet it has been read as part | 


of the paper. You might as well read the eraſures of a paper 


made one way, as read them made another way. This is the 


| _ thing I was going to remark, to ſhew the way in which it 
appened. Mo ee 
e Prefident. This is not the proper time to do it, but 


your obſervation, as it appears not to be properly read, is fair 
and right. You ſay there appears to be words ſtruck out and 


others put in over, and thoſe put in over ought not to be 


read. : ; 3 | ERS 
Mr. Tozke. No, my Lord. 


Lord Prefident. The paper is to be read as it is, and if there > 


axe words that are ſtruck out and other words put in, or if 


there are words put in in parts without ſtriking out the words, 


yet the whole of the paper muſt be read, and it muſt be ſeen, 


and then it will be for the 8 of the Jury what is the 


real paper taken together, whic 
by any body but the Jury. ns 0 
Mr. Attorney General. Give me leave to ſay, the Solicitor 
General, when he put it into Mr. Shelton's hands, deſired him to 
take notice of the words that were ſcored round. | 

Lord Preſident. Tt muſt be read with the ſcores round the 


cannot be determined properly 


words, and whether it ought or not to be taken as part of the 


contents of the paper, will be for the Jury to ſay. 
Mr. Attorney General. I. wiſh to have the. fact known to the 


Jury, and to your Lordſhip, what words are ſcored round, with- _ 


out making any obſervations upon the fact only with the 
fact to be known. 2 | 247 _-* | 


1 


Mr. Shelton, When I read the paper, I mentioned the words 


which are encircled by lines. | 


Fury. We ſhall be glad to know what words are Pr | 


any further. 


round before you proc 


Mr. Tooke. By that requeſt of the Jury I am ſatisfied. — 


What I was going to ſay would be uſetul to the Attorney Ge- 
neral and to the ourt, not by way of obſervation. but. expla - 
"nation. 8 | 


Lord Prefident. If it is to explain the paper, it is breaking 


in upon their caſe. | 
Mr. 7ooke. It is not; and if the Attorney General had not 
miſtaken my object, it would have ſaved time.—Y our Lordſhip 


has two papers before you, inſtead of one, if it is read in that 


way (I believe I am not now offending any rule of law Tb: a 
re | 


it to ſave time only)—That Popes that appears one is two; the 
EO, . e "Tu „ 


- 
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is a report of the committee and a refeduting of the ſotiety,'t both. 
_read—by circling round the word « convention,” that copy 
' ſerves for two with the word “ convention“ in, it ſuits for the 
. 9 and with the word « 6 convention & out, it fuits for the 
| | ocie 
Py _— Prefident. 1 agree your + obſervation 18 fair, though it 
ought to be part of your caſe. 
r. Attorney General. This makes it ry for me to g6 7 
- alittle out 5 order; I mean, to draw your Lordſhip's atten- _ 
duo to tho fact of thoſe-words ſcored round. I make no further 
| remark now than that I have a great deal to obſerve upon this | 
very fact, bye and bye. 
E gurt. I have no doubt at all but you 5 Mr. Attorney. ' 
=_ . Jury. My Lord, we with to look at the paper.. 
_ - | (The hafter was accerdingly given to the Jury.) 
Mr. Solicitor General. © I am now going to produce a letter 
from Mr. Hardy of the 10th April, 1794, mentioned in chat | 
| minute. . 
Q. (75 Maclean, Neewing him a in wk J: Where did you 
find that ? | 
| A. In the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adana; 
—— . (To Grant.) You ſay you have ſeen Wer write —ſee if 
5 | that is his ſignature? (Shewing the Jame . | | 
15 4. 1 believe it is. 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
en, April 10, 17904. 

cc by am ordered by the Committee of Delegates of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, to inform the he rel for Conſtitu-- 
tional Information, that they approve of the reſolutions of the 
Committee of Conference. 

Therefore the London Correſponding Society have choſen 
Mr. Moore, Mr. Baxter, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Hodgſon, and 
Mr. Lovett, to put in practice immediately the ſecond and third 
reſolutions of that Committee. 

(Signed) P; Hazy, Secretary. 
9 D. Adams, Secretary to the Society | 
for Conſtitutional Information.“ eh 
Mir. Solicitor General. J am going to offer a ite letter 
to the London Correſponding 1 found in the poſſeſſion 
of Mr. Saint, at Norwich. 

Q. (7% Mr. . Jhewing aun a . Where did 
you find that? 

4 At Mr. Saint's at Norwich. 

(Read by Fe Clerk If the as) 
as CiTizENSs, | 
«© The critical moment is arrived, and Britons giſt either 
Alert with zeal and 9 their Claims to liberty, or yield 
| wu 
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forging for them. Will you co-operate with us in the only 
peaceable meaſure that now preſents itſelf with any proſpect of 
ſucceſs? We need not intimate to you that, notwithſtanding | 
the unparalleled audacity of a corrupt and overbearing faction, 
which at preſent tramples on the rights and liberties of the 
people, our meetings cannot in England be interrupted, without 
the previous adoption of a Convention Bill; a meaſure it is our 
duty to anticipate, that the ties of union may be more firmly 
_ drawn, and the ſentiments and views of the different ſocieties 
throughout the nation be compared, while it is yet in our, power, 
ſo as to guide and direct the future operations of the friends of 
freedom. Rouſe then to one exertion more; and let us thew 
our conſciouſneſs of this important truth If we are to be 
beaten down with threats, proſecutions, and illegal ſentences, 
we are unworthy, we are incapable of liberty.“ We muſt, 
however, be expeditious. - Heſſians and Auſtrians are already 
among us; and if we tamely ſubmit, a cloud of theſe armed 
barbarians may ſhortly be poured in upon us. Let us form, 
then, another Britiſh Convention. We have a central fitua- 
tion in view, which we believe would be moſt convenient for 
the whole iſland; but which we forbear to mention, (entreating 
your confidence in this particular) till we have the anſwer of the 
ſocieties with which we are in correſpondence. Let us have 
your anſwer, then, by the 20th at fartheſt, earlier if poſſible, 
whether you approve of the meaſure, and how many delegates ' 
you can fend, with the number alſo, if poſſible, of your foct- 


4 8 We remain yours, in civic affection, 


ie London Correſſionding Society, A. 
ZI nee Secretary. | 
For the management of this buſineſs we have appointed a 
Secret Committee; you will judge how far it is neceſſary for 
you to do the ſame.“ 5 ee e ls 5 
M.r. Solicitor General. This is a bundle of the ſame papers, 
en Iwill call Lauzun to prove were found in Hardy's poſ- 
. (To Mr. Lauxun, flewing him the fafers.) Where did 
you find thoſe papers PPAR e 
A. In Mr. Hardy's Houſe. = © Coos Damn | 
Mr. Attorney General. I am now going to prove à letter 
found in the cuſtody of Mr. Hardy from Alexander Mitchell, 
ſecretary to the ſociety at Strathayen—ſaying he had received let- 
ters reſpecting a convention, and that they had appointed a 
delegate to attend it. 
3 Pp ria Wea + 


* 
42 


Without reſiſtance to the chains that miniſterial uſurpation is 
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2 (To Mr. Gurnell, ae lin a. pajuer.) Where dd p. 


"Und that? 


A. I found it in Mr. Hard s houſe. Ds, 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
6 Dated Strathaven, gth April, 1794. Adireſſed- to 3 
Thomas Hardy, Shoemaker, No. 9, rpms London. 
„ FELLOW CITIZENS, 

The ſociety at Strathaven received your circular letter ſome 
time ago, reſpecting another Britiſh ee to be held in 
England, and finding 1 it will be difficult and inconvenient to defend 
the cauſe alone, being much oppreſſed by proſecutions, we have 
united ourſelves with another ſociety in ——— mem- 
bers of thoſe ſocieties were convened on the it inſtant, when 
" the meaſure met with the greateſt approbation ; a delegate was 
elected, and a Secret Committee appointed to conduct the buſi- 


- neſs. You will therefore forward -your orders to us when and 


where the convention is to meet, with any other inſtruCtion you 
may think neceſſary; we ſhall inſtru our delegate reſpecting 

the number and ſtate of our ſociety, and ſhall j Join in any thing 

to promote the general good. 

« We remain, yours in the cauſe. of liberty, 

| for the United Societies, 

5 „ ALEXANDAR MITCHELL, Secretary. 

4 P. S. Direct to Alexander Mitchell, Strathaven, in the 

county of Lanerk.“ 

Mr. Attorney General. I ſhall now read a relplotion: of the 
Norwich Society, which was aſſociated with the Conſtitutional 
Society, to inform them of their inclination to ſend delegates as 
Toon as the London nnen. Societies ſhould announce 


it. 
«(To Mr. Walſh, lewin 258 a book. Where did you 
' find that book ? . A : ; 4 5 
A. At Mr. Saint's, at Nerd FSR 
(. Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
Monday, February 24, 1794. | 
At a general meeting of the delegates, held at Potſley's 
| Cellar, it was reſolved, That one or more delegates ſhould be 
ſent to the next general convention as ſoon as called for, by the 
London Correſponding Society.” | 
Mr. Attorney General. I am going to end a letter from 
. to the Laa Correſponding Society, dated the 4m 
pril, 1794. 
- abh;-{ 17A. 5 . fhewing | him a laber.) Where did you 
find that? 
4. In the 8 of Mr. $i CT es | 
© DAG a 


„. (To Mr. Gurnell, flewing h 
find that letter? - | 
A. In Mr. Hardy's houſe, fn vr (Read 


c FELLOW CITIZE&NSs, 


open to you our real ſituation; we told you our determination 
to addreſs the public; and aſſured you of our unalterable perſe- 


verance in the glorious cauſe of freedom. This perſeverance, 


however, and theſe exertions of an individual ſociety, can but 


little avail, if the ſocieties in the different parts of the kingdom are 


in themſelves diſunited, or do not aid and aſſiſt each other agree- 
able to the principles of philanthropy and fraternity which 


they ſo warmly profeſs. Under this idea, we conceive ourſelves 


treated with a degree of inciuiſm, by your ſociety not anſwering 
our laſt letters; the reaſons may be good. At preſent we are 
candid enough to confeſs, that the circumſtance does not appear 


to us in the moſt favourable point of view. Our addreſs, of 


which we ſend you a few copies, we find to have a good effect, 
and is likely to beget us the aſhſtance of many friends, while 


our enemies acknowledge there is ſomething very fair and rea- 


ſonable in the production. This is an abſolute victory; and we 


have reaſon to congratulate ourſelves on the proſpect of ſucceſs 
it opens to us. With a mixture of pain and pleaſure, we ſaw 


an account of your laſt general meeting; we lament that the 


ſtrong hand of deſpotiſm ſhould ſo often interfere to prevent the 
aſſertion of the rights of the people, while we rejoice in your 
manly conſtitutional perſeverance, and applaud and approve your 
reſolution of forming another general convention. Our increaſ- 

ing numbers give us every reaſonable hope of ſoon being able 
more effectually to co-operate with you; while, for the reaſons 


formerly ſtated, we cannot yet make a poſitive promiſe on that 
head. We hope for an immediate anſwer: Favour us with 
your opinion of our addreſs, and tranſmit a ſketch of your plan 
OO a general convention. RT 

| 60 


By order of the Committee of Delegates appointed by 5 


the Briſtol Conſtitutional Society. Eos 
«© JodN Cock BURN. 


4. Pleaſe to direct to John Reeſe, to the care of Owen Reeſe, 
bookſeller, Wine- Street. 5 


Mr. Attorney General. This is a letter from the Society at 


Newcaſtle, more directly defiring an anſwer to be directed to 
James Smith, Joiner, to the care of Mr. Hunter. It is a letter 


from Mr. Hardy. | 


EY 


; LING 


. 


1 5 „Read by tie Clerk of the Cont) / Y 
« Addreſſed to Thomas Hardy, No. 9 Piccadilly, London.” - 
ri 


im a faſter. * | | Where did you 5 


* 


| 4 


* 


* 


ſtol, 24th April, 1794. 
& You may he ſenſible from our laſt communication, that in 
the infancy of our patriotic efforts we had many difficulties to 
overcome, and mafſty ſtrong prejudices to combat. We laid 


> 
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Þ | ER by: the Clerk of the Ours 7 08 
Ne: ee to: Mr. Hardy, No. 9, or 19, Piccadilly, London. 
F- | No ſignature. 
| N eee 24th April, 1794. 
8 13 tus Mx. Hanny, SIR, 
By deſire of a number of FIRED to a dien Reform i in the 
| conſtitution here, I make free to trouble you. We live in a 
place where an ariſtocrat magiſtracy endeavours to ſtop the 
genial and benign ſpirit of national liberty from ſpreading, not- 
withſtanding a very great number are found here that dare aſſert the 
natural and unalienable Rights of Man, and bear their teſtimony 
againſt the tyrannical encroachments of aſſumed power on thoſe 
rights; a good number have formed themſelves into ſocieties, and 
meet weekly, admitting none but known friends; and have 
aſſumed no name but that of newſpaper companies; theſe were 
in great ſpirits while the Britiſh Convention continued to act; 
but after their ſuppreſſion a damp was caſt on the whole. Sub- 
ſcriptions were ready to be ſent off the very night they were ſup- 
preſſed, and the Gazetteer ſtopped, which has ſince been remitted 
to London, for the uſe of the perſecuted worthies, Muir and 
Palmer. Being charmed with your maſterly and bold approba- 
tion of the conduct of your eren. and noble martyrs for 
truth, Margarot and Gerald, and, find your name ſigned ſecre- 
tary to the Correſponding Society, we with to copy your exam- 
ple; and beg, if you think us worth your notice, give us your 
- views and intentions as ſoon as convenient, which, F hope, ill | 
be a means to ſtimulate and increaſe our numbers. Leſt this 
ſhould not come to you, as I have an uncertain direction, I for- 
bear troubling you more at preſent, in hopes of being favoured 
with your future correſpondence.— Farewel, hoping the hydra 
of tyranny and impoſition thall ſoon fall under the enen of 
truth and reaſon. | 
4 Your” 8, with all duc reſpect, &c. 
% P. S. Direct to James Smith, Joiner, to the care of Mr. 
=", publican, Butcher Bank.“ 
Mr. Attorney General. (Zo CI; lieu him a ar) | 
; Where did you find that? x 
A. In the poſſeſſion of Mr. Hardy. | | 
Mr. Attorney General. I am going to read 45 letter to 
prove the communication and intention to have a convention 
under the hand of Hardy, and that a Committee of e 
tion met twice a week., 
x Read by the Clerk of he Court ) | 
BE Bi CtTIZEN, 1ſt May, 7794 
a It is with pleaſure the London Correſponding Society * 
Z that: a 2 ſociety on a W plan, ay WI the tame patriotic 
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objects in view, is likely to be eſtabliſhed at Newcaſtle-upon- 
Jyne If ever a criſis arrived that required the exertions of he 
people to ſtop the torrent of corruption, infamy, and deſpotiſm, 
that ſeem likely to overwhelm them, it is the preſent in God's 
name then, let us uſe theſe exertions. We are called upon b7 
every thing that is dear to us, as men and as chriſtians. . The 
cauſe of truth and liberty muſt finally be omnipotent ; therefore 
doubt not that the glorious reign of [iberty and equality will ere 
long be eſtabliſhed, and modern governments, with every: ap- 
pendage of wickedneſs and corruption, wilt flee in time from 
their genial influence, as beaſts of prey to their dens of rapine 
and darkneſs from the riſing ſun. The London Correſponding 
Society have beheld with indignation the rapid adyances of def- 
potiſm in Britain, and are ready cordially to unite with every. 
other ſociety in the three kingdoms, who have for their object a 
full and effectual Repreſentation of the people; they therefore have 
deputed fix of their members to meet ſix members of the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information, to form a Committee of Correſ- 
pondence and Co-operation; this committee meets regularly 
twice a week, at No. 2, Beaufort Buildings, Strand, where 
any member delegated by your ſociety will meet with every 
information required. We encloſe you a few of our reſolutions, 
entered into at our general meeting on the 14th of April, Which 
will be ſufficient explanatory of our ſentiments and views. We 
heartily. unite with you in withing that the hydra of tyranny and 
impoſition may ſoon fall under the guillotine of truth and rea- 
lon.” HE : C 
« T. HARDY, Secret 
Mr. Attorney General. I am going to prove a letter from the 
Sheffield Conſtitutional Society, by their ſecretary, which was 
found in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Thelwall. It ſtates the circum- 
ſtance of the meeting in the open air at Halifax, to conſider on 
the meaſures to be adopted towards having a general conven- 
tion, N | x: 
Q. (To Mr. Timms, fhewing him a ſiaſier.) Did you find 
that in Mr. Thelwall's pofleſhon ? BEES, | 
A. 1 found it in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Thelwall. 
| {Read by the Clerk of the Court.) x 
„Addreſſed to T. Hardy, No, , Piccadilly, London. 
55 Sheffield, May 11th, 1794. 
« Friend and Fellow Citizen. ES 


* 


- 


«© The friends of peace and reform in Halifax, having held 
a general public meeting in the open air, on Monday, April 21ſt. 
1794, at which were many friends from Leeds, Wakefield, 
Huddersfield, Bradford, and the adjacent neighbourhood ; the 
friends of freedom, after the meeting, agreed to hold a general 
| 5 e meeting 


113 


| >being ordered to Sheffield to get the proceedings of the meeting 


- adviſed by us to defer at preſent the meeting of delegates, until 


* 


\ 5 * . 15 . g 
reſide, we have a large commodious room, where the ſociety 


| meeting of delegates at Briſtol, in order to conſider on the mea- 
ſures to be adopted by them preparatory to a general Convention. 
After which our worthy friend Citizen — , of Halifax, 


printed, and conſult with us upon the ſubject, they were 


further information from you on that ſubject. I was therefore 
ordered, at our laſt committee meeting, to write to you, requeſt- 
Ing the fayour of as early intelligence as poſſible on that impor- 
tant buſineſs. WS are not in the leaſt intimidated in Sheffield, 
as we can call and-hold a ae meeting whenever circumſtan- 
ces renders the ſame neceſſary; beſides, in the houſe where J 


can peaceably meet in rotation. ; 
«« By order of the committee, | 
1 XI. BROOMHEAD, Secretary.“ 
Mr. Attorney General. T am going to prove from Mr. 
Adams's book, an entry of the 14th March, 1794, of caſh, paid 
Mr. Thelwall, by order, fix guineas—Your Lordſhip recol- 
lets he publiſhed the addreſſes of the 20th January. I am 
going to explain that evidence by a ſhort letter of Mr. Thelwall's, 
ound in the cuſtody of Mr. Adams, whoſe book this 1s---the 
ſubſtance of the letter is, that he ſends for a liſt of the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, at the requeſt of Citizen Tooke, 
and at the requeſt of the ſame, he deſires the ſum of fix guineas 
may be paid him, for printing the laſt 2,500 addrefles  _ 
2. (1% Maclean, fhewing him a ſiaſier.) Where did you find 
that paper? | „ | 
Ai. In the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. | | 
(Read by the. Clerk of the Ceurt.) 


0 * 


„ x4th March, 1794. -Caſn paid Mr. Thelwall, by order, 
N fix guineas. The letter is ſigned, J. Thelwall. 
« CITIZEN, es Or Oe 

Be kind enough to let my boy have a liſt of the Society 

for Conſtitutional Information, at the requeſt of Citizen Tooke, 

when I ſend him to-morrow---alſo at the requeſt of the ſame, 


fix guineas, for printing the laſt 2,500 addreſſes.” There is 


no date 


Mr. Attorney General. My Lord, I have read out of the 
Conſtitutional Society books a reſolution of the 21ſt of March, 
1794. which is in theſe words: “ Reſolved unanimouſly, That 
the Secretary of this Society be directed to write to the Friends 

of Peace and Reform at Sheffield, and to aſſure them, that this 
Society views with pleaſure their ſteady exertions to obtain a 
fair Repreſentation of the People of Great Britain in Parlia- 

ment; and the proper methods which may be appointed for ol 


! 


2 
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lic faſts. -I ſhall now read an account of the faſt- day as ob-. 
ſerved at Sheffield, found in the poſſeſſion of Mr Hardy: 775” 
L. (7% Lauzun, fhewing him a hafier.) Where did you find that? 
A. I found this in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Hard. 
( (Read by the Clerk of the Court] W 
| FAST DAY AS OBSERVED AT SHEFFIELD. 
« A ſerious Lecture delivered at Sheffield, F ebruary 28th, 1794, YF 
being the day appointed for a general faſt; to which are 
added a Hymn and Reſolutions. Second edition. F 
„ Faſt 8 Royal Proclamation having been iſſued 
commanding February 28th, 1794, to be obſerved, as a general 
Faſt, the Friends of Peace and Reform, in Sheffield, determined 
to honour the day in the moſt diſtinguiſhed manner—accordingly 
the Thouſands of that town afſembled on a ſpacious plain near 
Welt Street, Back Fields, where the meeting was opened with 
prayer, after a ſerious Lecture, ſuitable to the occaſion, was read | 
with great energy to the immenſe cor.courſe of people, whohſtened +» 
with the moſt attentive filence. A Hymn prepared for this 
ſolemnity was then ſung in full chorus by the whole aſſembly; 
immediately after William Camage being called to the Chair, 


the following reſolutions were unanimouſly paſſed, and the meet- 


- 


7 
- 


ing diſſolved in that orderly and peaceable manner which ſo 
eminently diſtinguiſhes the patriotic inhabitants of Sheffield. | 
I „ $ERIOVS. LECTURE. | 5 5 5 

In every age of the world, the cauſe of truth has always 5 

met with its oppoſers, whenever it chanced to claſh with the in- £7 


tereſts of the venal tribe of Kings, Courtiers, Prieſts, and their 
accomplices. By reading over the 18th chapter of 1ſt Kings, we 
find that this was the caſe; yet the Almighty was pleaſed, by an 
act of Omnipotent Power, to overturn the malice and wicked 
intentions of that infamous tyrant Ahab, and the ſatellites who” - 
ſurrounded him; for, in the preſence of them all (though it made 
. againſt them) truth ſhone forth with redoubled ſplendour ; 
and the very judgment which Elijah would probably have met 
with, had not God been for him, fell on thoſe abominable de- 
ceivers of mankind. * I refer you to the chapter itſelf, and with= , 2 
out further introduction, I thall make a few remarks on the 2M 
events of that period, as it muſt be obvious, to every ingenious 
mind, that there is a great ſimilarity betwixt the conduct of the 
rulers of that day and thoſe of the preſent: therefore it may be 
needful to obſerve: %%% Ff! „ 
„ Firſt. Baal's prieſts could not poſſibly ſucceed, becauſe he 
to whom they prayed could not help them. Baal, being a 
name given to a heathen God, Who had no exiſtence, except in 
che imagination of his devotees. And 2dly, they had a bad 
e C cauſe 


* 
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chuſe in hand, therefore, were not likely to prevail; no motives | 
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© + to. induce them but pride; no appetites to ſerve but what were 
-  Tenſual and deviliſh, ſo that if they had offered facritice to the 


true God, in a bad cauſe, they would not have obtained their 


end - for the ears of the Lord are not open to the cries of the 


fooliſh, but unto the wiſe, . ; 


It is in this point of light, I view with concern, a combi- 


nation of Kings apparently leagued againſt the cauſe of freedom; 


a combination which I believe to be odious in the fight of hea- 


I 


1 


ven, although for its ſupport we are commanded a ſecond time 

from the throne, (not of 6 | 

8 over our brethren, who are ſtrugghng for every thing 
t is dear to man, and which is the will of God he thould be 


poſſeſſed ee Civil, political and religious. Life without 
is a Lo pray then, for a re-eſtabliſhment of deſ- 
potiſm, tyranny, and oppreſſion (which we do if we pray to con- 


them is a burden. 


quer freemen) would be to mock heaven, to infult his divine ma- 
jeſty, to pour contempt on his word, and in the heart to ſay, 


Who is the Lord, that we thould obey him?” Oh! ye; who _ 
fill the throne of power, tremble at the thought of approaching 


your Maker with a lie in your right hand; tremble at approach- 


* 


me the God of Peace, when war and bloodſhed are your views. 
Be not deceived, God is not mocked; for whatſoever a man 


« ſoweth, that ſhall ke alſo reap,” 
.  Reſclyed Unanimouſly, 


1. That war, the wretched artifice of courts, is a ſyſtem of 
rapine and blood, unworthy of rational beings, and utterly. re- 
pugnant te the mild and benevolent principles of the Chriſtian 


. 
* 


religion. 


3. That when public faſts and humiliations are ordered with 
the ſame breath which commands the ſhedding of oceans of hu- 


man blood how ever they may anſwer the purpoſes of ſtate po- 
| licy—the are ſolemn proſtitutions of religion. 2 


1 a 


4. © "That the landing of Heſſian troops in this country 7 Je 


ferocious and unprincipled hard of butchers) without conſent of 


Parliament, has a ſuſpicicus and alarming appearance, is con- 


—— 


indignation of every Engliſhman. 


” 


5. “ That it is high time to be on our guard, ſince theſe 


armed monſters, may, in a moment, be let looſe upon us; parti- 


cularly, as the erection of barracks throughout the kingdom, may 


. 8 i . N — 5 88 


50d) to faſt and pray for the ſucceſs of 


2. That if the preſent war, be a war of combined Kings 
againſt the people of France, to overthrow that liberty which. 
they are ſtrugglirig to eſtabliſh, it is, in our opinion, a war of the 

moſt diabolical kind. AL oe Pe | 


trary to the ſpirit of our conſtitution, and deſerving of the marked | 


Ul 


1 Eon John Hold $5689) 
only have been an incroduQtry 'meaſure'to the ning 


foreign mercenaries. / 


6. «That the high and freebars Winde br Brtous e 4 


the idea of ſuch aMlaviſh ſyſtem, and cannot be ſo far broken es 
to kiſs the hand which would chain them to its will. 
7. „ That peace and liberty are wr <ffopritig of Heaven, — 


that life without them is a burden 
8. That the thanks of this nverlig we 406 t6 Ck PIER 


hope, for his motion and ſpirited ſpeech for acknowledging the 


French Republic, and reſtoring peace to our diſtreſfed country; - 
for his motions and able ſpeech in behalf of the perſecuted” and 


ſuffering patriots, Meſf. Muir, Palmer, Skirving and Mary arot, 0 


in which he nobly ſtood alone; and alſo for the whole of his 
truly animated and benevolent. exertions in ſupport of the infiged | 


Rights of the People. 
9. The thanks of this isetin are alſo due to Mt. Sheridan, 


for his nervous and eloquent ſpeeches in the canſe of injured pa- 
triotiſm, and in ſupport of the conſtitution ;, and alſo to 

other member of Parliament who has noblyRood forward, at 
this important criſis, in ſupport of che conſtitutional liberties of 


Englihmen. 
10. That if any N had been nocelliry to hav ede 


us of the total inefficacy of argument againſt a miniſterial. ma- 


: jority, the deciſions which have lately taken ee m Parliament, 


would have fully confirmed our opinion. 
It. © That, therefore, the people have no remedy for their 


grievance, but a Reform in Parliament—a meafure which we 
determine never to relinquiſh, 1 we follow our drechren i in 


the ſame glorious cauſe to Botany Bay. 5 
„ W. CAMAGE, Chairman. 


„London Correſponding Society, united for a Reform in Par- | 


— lament, Committee Room, March 20th, 1794. 

* Reſolved, That the Society approve the ſentiments con- 
aden in the ſcrious Lecture acl; ivered to the Conſtitutional 86 
ciety at Sheffield, on the 28th' of laſt March, and earneſtly re- 
commend it to the peruſal of all who think civil and. OW 


liberty a blefling. 
1 Reſolved, That the S a general faſt for the pur- 


poſe of imploring the divine Father of mercy and peace to ſup- 
port and proſper us in the horrid act of deliberately deſtroying our 
fellow creatures, is repugnant to the true ſpirit and principles of 
chriſtianity, where we are commanded to pray for our enemies, 
&c. And further, conſidering that a great part of the people are 
unacquainted with the nature of the preſent war, either as to ts 
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= af the on. „ 3 A Gr ak it was com» 
© _ -*  -mened) to approach and to ſupplicate the Omniſcient Power un- 
deer ſuch circumſtances and for ſuch a purpoſe, muſt,” indeed, be 
eadtul, ſince knowledge and conviction are wanting the worſe 
than hypocritical hearts of thoſe who are the authors of ſuch 
meaſures, althou ugh they at preſent impoſe upon the ignorant and 
credulous; by ſuch a deteſtable, ſuch a pretended ſhew of religion, 
.. Cannot eſcape the chaſtiſement of that power whom they thus 
1 inal, and from whoſe judgmentthere is no appeal. . 
enger, Secretary.” 
66 Fes "har . Information, March 21ſt, 1794. 
+. Reſolved, That the Secretary of this Society be directed to 
Mrite to the Friends of Peace and Reform at Sheffield, and to 
* aſſure them that this Society views with pleaſure their Read ex- 
ertions to obtain a fair Repreſentation of the People of G : 
Britain in Parliament, and the proper method which they have 
taken to employ / Fully thoſe ye which may be een 25 5 
public ws... . 


2 


„ „. Ap Akts, Secretary.” 
WI. 1 ſworn. Examined by Mr. Law 
O. Was 82 a member of che ee 1 at 

| Sheſßeld? 5 

5 if 'Yes, — 1 Fig „ 
Was you Secretary to that Society ? 

Yes, Sir, for.about five months. | | 

When did thoſe five months expire? 

In May laſt, when 1 was taken up. _ 

Did you know a perſon of che name of Yoke, oller. 5 

milo Redhead ? | | | 

b 
Did he attend the mectings $of that Society 
A F requently he did. 
. Was Yorke a ſettled inhabitant at Sheffield, or ; only 6 an 
accafional comer there? 
A. Only occaſional. 
Q. Do you remember a meeting held at the Caſtle Hil, at, 

Sheffield ? 

oft; Les. | | 5 

. When was it? 5 3 

A. I was at that meeting, L think. ee 

Q. I believe it was the 7th of April? 2 5 

1 A. Yes; I was at that meeting. 

. Do you remember any converſation with Yorke prior t to 

3 | — meeting, in which the buſineſs of that meeting was ar my 


between you and 7 or 1 other 1 5 5 
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all the particulars they diſcourſed upon. „„ 
. Was Gales preſent at that meeting? . 2 2 . 15 4" 
; L 'Yes. - 2 Ne 5 Ex 
2 8 Was any body but Giles, Yorke, and you, at tha meer. 
ing ? 
1 There might be ſeveral more, but 1 do not recolleQ par- ; 
ticularly their names | 
C. You was an aſſociated member of the Confiutional So- 


ciny in London? 
A. Why, I ſuppoſe I was Gone « time bac. 
Q. What'were the reſolutions and things ſettled to be done at 
that meeting you held on the 7th of April? 
4. The reſolutions were drawn up, and it was agreed an * 
_ Tels ſhould be ſent, and it was to be wrote by Mr. Yorke. © 
2. Was any addreſs to Parliament agreed to be prepared! * 
A. No; but one to the King was. 
. Was there any agreement reipecing the propoſing any 4. 
 drels to Parliament? 
A. That motion was made, but it was negatived. Ox 
Q. Was there any agreement between you, Yorke, and 
Gales, reſpecting that motion being negatived n to te time of 
its being made? "i 92 
- A. It was ſo ſettled, but J had no voice in it. 
Q. Between whom was it ſettled there ſhould be a propelling 
made for an addreſs, and that it ſhould be negatived when made? 
A. There was Yorke and Gales, but I fuppoſe that was ſet- 
tled when it was determined to petition the King. 
Q. You ſay it was ſettled that ſuch a rere e ſhould he 
made and negatived ? 2 
. es, Sir. 7 | & 26 
C. Who was to make the motion? 
4. They ordered me to make a motion for an i to Par- 
liament. 4 
Li. Did you afterwards at the ee held on the 90 of April, 
make that motion? | 15 | 
ML ; 1 3 
Q. * was che motion (i you recolec the terms of 10 vu ä 
© macs 3 


A. Thata petition ſhould be drawn 1 up to the Houſe of Com- 


. * 


& 


mons, praying for a Reform in the repreſentation of the people? 2B 
Upon your making that motion what paſſed 1 in the — 4 
Ws Pole ; _— 
t was oppoſed. 2 Wy me ns Frog 3 'Y 
2. Did any wn it ? 3 ; 
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ES 1 b it * 1 to the veſt of my mecllcti: it 
OE: was not ; 1 do not recolleQ. _ 
yy Q. In what manner was it received by them, wich dpplavſe | 
or diſapprobation, or how ? _ 
A. The people, at fuch meetings, generally wait for coun- 
| tenance from their leaders. | 
Lak yen what paſſed—how was the motion received? 
A. Ido not recollect there was either approbation or diſapprp-- 
. bation ſhewn by the people themſelves ; but it was oppoſed, 1 
ſuppaſe, previous, or rather before they met. 
. 5 a ſeconded, 1 underſtand it fell to the grou nd? 
4. Yes; Sir | 


| . Gales and Vorke? 
"op A. Yes; that was ſettled. * * 
0 Q. Do you remember a ſpeech made upon that occaſion by 
Yorke? 
A. I remember he did make a ſpeech, but I cannot remember 
| the ſubſtance... _ 
L. Was that ſpeech publiſhed afterwards 
„ 4 Yes, Sir. | 
A © {To A fhewing him a faper.).. Where aid you find 
1 t paper? 
= 4 Na the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams. 5 
3 22 2. (To Broomhead.) - Now look at it—Did you ſend yay 
_ number of thoſe to Mr. Adams yourſelf? _ 
EY - A. I ſent à number of them in a box. a 
2. By whoſe orders? 
f Bl By the orders of the ſame perſon that. conferred about the 
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9 . I underſtand you right—Do you mean x Yorke nd 

. Gale ? 

2 A Yes, and Ar other perſons. e | 92 

„ . You was to ſend them to err 

I No; to Hardy, I chink. . 

3 Recollet yourſelf? _ - : 

.I might ſend to both. | 

. Mr. Law. Now read the paſſage. 1 

5 Read by the Clerk of the Dore * | 

„ PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING.” - 
e In purſuance of a public advertiſement, a general thi 

of the Friends of Juſtice, Liberty and Humanity, was held, at 

- three o'clock on Monday the jth of April, 1794, on the Caftle- 
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. And that had been particularly ſettled, 1 underſtand, be- e 


Hill, in Sheffield, to 0 0. upon the propriety of addreſſing che 


ern, 


ki ring, — Is and Gerald: alſo of again petitioni 
Houſe of Commons for a Reform in the Repreſentation 
the People, and to determine upon the propriety of 7 
the King, for the total and unqualified Abolition of 2 
Slavery. 

25 Notwithſtanding the inelemency of the 4 . 6 
vere rains having fallen until within a quarter of an hour 74 


appointed time of the meeting) from ten to twelve thouſand | _ | 
22 25 * were aſſembled on the occation : f 


« HENRY YORKE having been voted to the Chair, 


« The bulinets was opened by reading the following Addreſs to SY 


the King, in behalf of the ſuffering Patriots. 
Gy O THE KING- ; 
6 ks Addreſs from Inhabitants of the town and neighbour- 
K hood of Sheffield, in the county of Vork. | 
% DIRE, | 
We, the underſigned, being warm friends of liberty and the 
rights of man, feel ourſelves deeply affected by the ſentences 
which have lately been paſſed in your majeſty's courts of Scot- 
land, upon Sen Muir, Palmer, rig, 3 and 
Gerald. 
« Had theſe men been really guilty of crimes, * puniſh- 
ment ſhould doubtleſs have been proportionate to their offences ; 
but, ſo tar from conſidering it as a crime for a man to ule ey 


conſtitutional means in his power to effect a Reform in the Com ' 


mons Houſe of Parliament, we think that every man who thus 
exerts himſelf, deſerves well of his country; fince we are pre 


ſuaded that nes: og of the accompliſhment of ſuch a Re- 


form, will reſtore 


eace and Happineſs to our preſent * 
and injured nation. 


Wie truſled alſo, that your majeſty entertained the ſame opi- | 


nion with us of ſuch exalted conduct, from your majeſty's having 
choſen for your molt confidential ſervants in the State, men who! 
had ſingularly dillinguiſhed themſelves by their patriotic exer- 
tions in the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform: 


* But the friends of theſe ſufferers having brought their caſe 


before parliament, without producing the deſired effect the 


 Cipal of thoſe very ſervants of your majeſty having oppoſed the ö 


meaſure with all his corrupt, but irreſiſtible influence—ſeeing 
no other reſource, we approach your majeſty in this addrels, to 
intreat yaur majeſty. to interfere in behalf of theſe (whom we 
deem) innocent men, with that power which the Britiſh conſti- 
tution has placed in your majeſty, of pardoning whom your ma- 
jeſty pleaſes —a privilege which is en 9 extended | 
one to real and RO criminals. | he [3 
1 


Vp 


JOHN HORNE: rookk- 5 Pani 


vu ra or”, 
W“et it not be recorded in the hiſtory of this country, that 
= King George III. or any of his Judges, tranſported men for 
fi ourteen years, becauſe they had dared to ſpeak the tame words, 
WE. upon a ſpeculative ſubject, which, if they were not the immediate 
* means of advancing his majeſty's then prime miniſter to his high 
IF | ftituation, cauſed his election to be remarkably popular: Let it 


moſt virtuous and benevolent characters, were ſevered from their 
deareſt connections, and plunged into dungeons with thieves and 
=. proſtitutes: Let it not be ſaid, that fathers were torn from their 
wives and children, and ſons from their aged parents, becauſe. 
Y they had the virtue openly to condemn the acknowledged cor- 


=  rTuptions of government, and to exert every peaccable means in 
= their power to remove them: Let it not be ſaid, that it was as 
4 10 great a crime to ſpeak the TRUTH, as to be guilt of FELONY. 
1 But rather, O King, let it be recorded, that George III. had 


the wiſdom, the humanity, and the juſtice, to ſtep in betwixt 
theſe ſevere and cruel ſentences and their execution. 

| .* Theſe are our defires—theſe our plain ſentiments. We 
know they are ſuch as your majeſty is unaccuſtomed to hear; 
but, if they are ſupported by truth and reaſon, ſuffer not the 
homelineſs of our manner to offend your majeſty. We are plain 
—_ - men, and will not flatter a King. If our withes be attended to, 
ve are perſuaded it will, in ſome good degree, huth the mur- 
| _ Murs which unreaſonable ſeverity in a government never fails to 
excite; and it may alſo avert that /orm, which it is but too evi- 
dient has long been awfully gathering, and which may burſt forth 
in a moment when your majeſty thinks not.” | 
The addreſs being read, and received with repeated applauſes, 

then Henry Y orke addreſſed the meeting in ſupport of the mea- 
fure. He obſerved, that the cauſe for which our countrymen 
were now ſuffering, was the ſame as had been advocated in the 
year 1783, by Mr. Pitt, the Duke of Richmond, and other men, 
who were at this time penſioners and placemen under the actual 
ee that a Convention, for the purpoſe of obtaining a 
arliamentary Reform, had been held at the Thatched Houſe 
Tapern, in which theſe men went as Delegates, or acted as aſ- 
ſiſtants; that it was cruel, if not unjuſt, to puniſh men for fol- 
lowing the example which thoſe in power had ſet them. The 
queſtion was not a queſtion of convenience, but of right. It was 
not enough to ſay, that the people were formerly repreſented, but 
that they had a rig to be repreſented new. Did the miniftry, 
therefore, mean to aſſert, that what was right to-day was wrong 
” 1 to-morrow ? Did they mean to declare, in the face of the world, 
that what was in conformity to the maxims of juſtice at that 
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not be faid, that men of education, of refined ſentiments, of the 


© liberty of opinion could not be denied to any free country, with- Fo 
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niſhed as a crime? b 
- + After having expatiated conſiderably on this very important 
ſubject, he proceeded with obſerving, that in all countries Where 
ſevere and ſanguinary pumſhments were e en could EL 
have no affection for the government under which they lived, and 
their obedience to it could reſult ſolely from motives of fear, That | 


out denying at the ſame time the rights of the people. That no- 
thing argued more ſtrongly againſt a government than the uniform 
deſign of depriving the people of this liberty ; that it was a prof 
that ſomething went wrong; and that even governors were 


aſhamed of their conduct, when the right of diſcuſſion was vio- 
lated or put an end to. The civil liberty we enjoyed in our 
country was the effect of political diſeuſhon; and its political | 
liberty would have long fince been reſtored and ſecured, it ar ü 
rulers had not interpoſed to Weaken or annihilate this right : 1 
Firſt, by giving a power of deciſion to Judges, Which the ancient "2 
law of the land did not acknowledge: Second! Ne confounding 
the truth with the fact of publication: And, ch ly, by having 
puniſhed with the utmoſt ſeverity libels in priyate caſes, topre- _ 
pare the public mind for thoſe ſevere ſentences in ublic ones, BR 
which diſhonoured and irritated the nation. It had been lately 
the faſhion to confound government with the conſtitution, and 3 
the miniſtry, with the government. To oppoſe, therefore, te 
mad and wild, if not ei iminal ſchemes of adminiſtration, was to 
oppoſe government, and, by this mode 6f reaſoning, to oppoſe 
government was to be an enemy to the conftitution. A govern” _ 
ment can never give a more authentic proof of its propenſion to 
tyranny, and of the impropriety, as well as impolicy of its mea= _ x 
ſures, than by reſtraining or forbidding the liberty of diſcuſing 8 
matters of legiſlation and policy. It is debaſing the character 
of man, as an intellectual being, to deny him the right of en- 1 
quiring into that which even governors allow was made for his 
| uſe, namely Government. Ts — 77 l I it . A a a 
Jo puniſh inquiry, ſeverity is exerciſed for imaginary gut. 
But what is the effect? Miſchief is prolific ; Violence in govern- | 
ment begets reſentment in the people, who murmur and exclaum: 
Government is provoked, and ſtudies vengeance. :\ hen one 
act of vengeance is expoſed, more always follow. Affection Is 
loſt on both ſides, and, what is worſe, is irrecoverable. Hatred FEY 
begins: and the government and the people Eng at Variancee, 
conſider each other no longer as magiſtrate and Iubject, but as 
mutual enemies. Hence the inhuman wiſh of hs hat ke 5 
could murder all the people at one blow. The ſeque n . 
He is continually deſtroying 1 they are continually wiſhing 
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ing the rebellion of honeſt minds. Although there is no ſpirit ſo 
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Him deftroyed such conduct had the fatal tendency of cram p- 


s the genius of men, and of replunging the nation into a ſtate 
of barbariſm with regard to their religion, their laws, their mo- 


£ 


rals, and their government, and to keep them ignorant of the moſt 


important concerns in their trade, their ſplendour, and their felicity; 
"whilſt all the nations around them were improving themſelves 
in morals and policy, by the daring efforts and concurrence of en- 


1 


lignhtened men, whoſe views were directed to thoſe objects alone 


Which were really worth their attention. The reaſoning of a 
government, which prohibits information, is defective in every 


Particular; its progreſs is not to be ſtopped, nor even to be 


checked, without manifeſt diſadvantage. Prohibition has no other 
effect than to irritate men; to inſpire them with an idea of in- 
ſurrection, and to give all their writings a libellous tendency. Se- 
vere and arbitrary ſentences may intimidate; but they cannot con- 
Vince a nation. It is by reaſon and argument alone, oppoſed to 


apparent reaſon and apparent argument, that a government can 


hope to be victorious over its internal enemies, or render itſelf 


permanent by the quiet and conſcientious concurrence of all its 


citizens. It is doing too much honour to innocent ſubjects to 


be alarmeq at a few pages of writing, or at a few fugitive ora- 


tions, when barracks are erected in a country, and 60,000 armed 


mercenaries are ready to execute the mandates of government.— 
Experience had proved, that the rigorous proſecutions which had 


lately taken place throughout England, and that the cruel ſen- 
tences which had diſgraced the capital of Scotland, had not an- 
ſwered the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing arbitrary power, and of cruſh- 
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truth over prejudice and ſuperſtition, and that liberty, whether sg 2 
opinion or perſon, however flow in its progreſs, had uniform, 1 
ved forward towards its deſti - and th 3a _ 
moved forward towards its deſtined goal; and that even, at this TRY 


moment, the interruptions which had been oppoſed to it in %ꝙjẽꝶu 
own country, although they might be injurious to individuals, . — 
7 1 . | i Ft | r 
would finally obtain, confirm, and eſtabliſh the rights of the oo 


people. Conſcious of their uprightneſs, the Friends of Freedom 
had perſevered in their noble cauſe, unappalled by the influence 
of ſpies and informers, and by the threats of a corrupt, a crazy, 
and wicked adminiſtration. In ſo doing, they had acted in per-". © - 
fect conformity to the principles of virtue, without Which no 
man could be a friend to his country, and a lover of mankind. — _ "fl 
Its eſſence conſiſted in the regulation of. our conduct by ſuch =» © 
moral axiqms as are beſt calculated to promote the general hap» © k 
pineſs of our fellow-creatures; and as it frequently happened, 1 
that the happineſs of the individual ſtood in direct oppoſition to ⁵ 
that of the public, it is the perfection of virtue in individuals to * 
ſacrifice their own happineſs to that of the public. A man, in 
— of this virtuous principle, feels delight whilſt actuall _ 
urning in the brazen bull of Phalaris; and ſuch, he truſted, 
was the aCtuating principle of thoſe generous patriots, who are = 
become willing victims of the moſt barbarous and nf ſen- 1 
tences that ever had been pronounced in Britain; who had made | 
a glorious ſtand againſt arbitrary power, and who broke looſe 
from the fondeſt endearments of human life, in the hope of re- 
deeming their loſt country from the fangs of a dark and brooding mn 
R and from the horrors and turpitude of an ignominious 
lavery. IP EY OT On, 
It was the tyranny of the Britiſh Government which drove 
William Penn, with che philoſophic people called Quakers, to 
the delectable regions of Pennſylvania, where, by toler ation 
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induſtry, and permanent credit, they revived the ſimplicity of : 
the primitive ages of ſociety. It was the ſame tyranny which "5 


* 


ment, the moſt virtuous of men, the firſt of philoſophers, the e 
moſt exalted and courageous band of patriots that ever honoured- * 
the ſoil of Britain. Among the former Joſeph Prieſtley, one'of, _ 
the moſt profound philoſophers of the age, and moſt meek and 8 


has driven into voluntary exile, or forced by law into baniſh 


amiable of citizens, claims the ſad pre-eminence ; and among 
the latter, ſtand the names of thoſe perſecuted patriots, in whoſe 


behalf we are now about to addreſs the executive 8 IE of. * 
our country—a noble and a generous band, whoſe ſufferings do 
not claim our pity, becauſe they boil up our rage; Whoſe ſen- -— 
tences diſgraced thoſe who pronounced them, not thole on <. , 
whom they were pronounced; whoſe condition is enviable, -. 
| . . becauſe 0 


WE * 


RY ue honourable, and to the whole of whoſe opinions and, 
>. _- conduct; no good man, or honeſt citizen, can give one diſſen- 

= _ fient voice! In times like theſe, when a man is mocked and 

175 inſulted, becauſe he bears the name of a patriot, an epithet once 
hhhhuonoured by the people of England; and at a time when thoſe 
3 who have the courage and magnanimity not to flattc* their coun- 

FF, try, are deſerted, betrayed, and perſecuted; what honours are 

* fſfulficient for thoſe who thunder truth againſt tyranny ? What 
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lk _ diſgrace ovtight not to await thoſe timi begs, thoſe negative 
=. patriots, who keep aloof from the ſcene of action, and riot on 


their country's wrongs? When our nation ſhall be regenerated, 
. theſe perſecuted men will wear civic crowns. In the political, 
2s in the moral world, the friend who prese to ſoothe our diſ- 
treſſes, excites our eſteem; and he who, in calamitous times 
1 that try men's ſouls, ſacrifices intereſt, friends and home, in 
1 order to ſave his ſinking country, merits well, not only of every 
Briton, but of all mankind, and even of the government under 
—_—— > „ 
Fellow Citizens, the day is at length arrived, when fana- 
ticiſm and ſuperſtition, deprived of their tinſel trappings, and 
expoſed; in their native uglineſs, to the view of mankind, 
flink ſcowling back to the cave of obſcurity; there I hope they 
3 will for ever remain. The energy of Engliſhmen will no longer 
x endure this ſtrange uproar of injuſtice. I truſt my countrymen 
F- are fick of religious and political impoſture; and that their deci- 
five and manly conduct will command, in an iniperious tone 
which will take no denial, not a melioration of theſe enormous 
_ abuſes, which would be to compromiſe with injuſtice ; but I 
3 truſt they will demand the annihilation of corruptions and abuſes, 
aud a reſtitution of the original rights of human nature. I afk 
_—_ of our governors, this plain queſtion— Is it better that the people 
. ſhould be in a conſtant ſtate of ſtupidity, than that they ſhould be 
ſometimes turbulent? Miniſters of State, if ye mean to be wicked, 
ſuffer the people to write and ſpeak ; you will find men corrupt 
_ enough to ſerve you according to your evil deſires, and who will 
improve you in the art of Sejanus. If you mean to be good, 
permit them to write, you will find ſome honeſt man who will 
improve you in the art of a Turgot. How many things are 
ye fill ignorant of, before you can become great either in good 
Or in evil. | I ſee no glory, no/advantage, no pleaſure, no ſafety, 
in any man reigning as a Sultan over flaves.—Such a horrid 
„ pre-eminence tarniſhes the luſtre of the moſt exalted ſtation. It 
Is, beſides, precarious, for Sultan's are frequently depoſed, and 
_ yengeance wreaked upon them. VVV 
I need not invite you, fellow citizens, to feel for any * A 
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being who' dockers, much leſs need I ſokeit your 1p of the 
_ preſent meaſure, after the general teſtimony of ſatisfaction 
have given of it. Vou are too enlightened to need the aid * 
any inſtruction from me, and your underſtandings are too much 
awakened to require t that your paſlions ſhould be played u | 
Whilſt the unerring tribunal of poſterity ſhall cons with | 
ſcorn and deriſion, with execration and diſguſt, thoſe inhuman 
beings, who have been the cauſes of ſuch unexampled and in- 
human ſeverity, our perſecuted brethren will obtain a verdict of 
honour and glory. I may venture to ſay, that, beloved by the 
preſent age, future ages ſhall heap aroin their monuments tro- 


phies of undying fame; and an exaſperated and repentant pe- 


ple, ſhall enrol their names in the vohume of hiſtory, which re. 
cords alfo the names of Sidney, Hampden, and Locke! 


Ihe following reſolutions were then read three times over, 


and with the exception of one or two perſons, were unanimouſly 
adopted, --. - 

9 1. That the people being the true and only ſource of governs 

ment, the freedom of ſpeaking and writing upon any ſubject, 
cannot be denied to the members of a free government, without 
offering the groſſeſt inſult to the majeſty of the people. 

« 2. That, therefore, the condemnation of Citizens Muir, | 
Palmer, Skirving, Margarot and Gerald, to tranſportation, for 
» expoting the corruptions of the Britiſh government, was an act 
better ſuited to the maxims of a deſpotic than a free govern- 

gent. ret 
That the addreſs whieh has now been ROY be preſented 
to bY King, i in behalf of the above perſecuted patriots.” | 
On the ſecond reſolution being propoſed, an hiſs was heard 
from different parts of the meeting, in conſequence of one or two 


prongs holding up their hats againft it; on "rey which, . NE 


orke thus addreſſed the meeting; 

„ FeLLow CITIZENS, _ 
As your: Chairman, I call you to ates As an divided + 
'L muſt ee that this hiſſing is repugnant to the princi ple nl 
toleration or freedom, which we with to ſee eſtabliſned. We 


have this moment read and iven our aſſent to an Addreſs to le 


King in favour of liberty of opinion; let it not be ſaid, that ws 


are the firſt to violate that liberty. in others, which we claim * 5 
ourſelves. Opinions will always vary, even amongſt the wiſeſt 


and beſt of men. We are bound, therefore, to ſhew tenderneſs 
to the opinions of others, and compaſſion even to their prejudices. 
Let our enemies ſee that we conſecrate by our example what we 
deſire to ſee eſtabliſhed as a principle. Hiller do not convince; 
they tend EO) to irritate * minds, and to beget the ill-will of 


: our 
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the ancient Conſtitution as eſtabliſhed by Alfred, which he prov 


our fellow-citizens ; let us, on the contrary, confront them with 
the weapons of reaſon and truth, the only logic of liberal minds. 


out awakening the underſtanding, is unbecoming of freemen, - 


Every thing which has a tendency to ſlir up the paſſions with- 


or of men who would be free“ | 


+ Theſe well-timed obſervations had the good effect of pre- 
venting any further ſigns of intolerance, and the utmoſt decorum 
prevailed throughout the conduct of the buſineſs. 8 
lt was next moved, © that a Petition be preſented to the 
Houſe of Commons, for a Reform in the Repreſentation of the | 


People in Parliament ;** but ſo marked was the diſapprobation 
given by the whole meeting to this meaſure, that not one ſingle 


perſon ſeconded the motion, but a moſt profound ſilence, inter- 
rupted only by a few murmurs, was obſerved: upon which Henry 
Yorke again roſe, and addreſſed the meeting in an animated 
ſpeech of an hour long, and of which it is impoſſible for us to 
give our readers a juſt conception. He took a general view of 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, and ſtated its moſt prominent defects ; 
among which the want of a perfect National Repreſentation 


was the moſt glaring. He dwelt a conſiderable time upon this 


ſubject, and then proceeded to take a rapid ſurvey of the exertions 
which had been made at different periods, and by different perſons, 


to promote the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform. 


He qbſerved, that the ſubject was become a mere bugbear, 
employed to deceive the people, and worked upon as an engine 


to raiſe into power, needy and ambitious men; that the very fame 


men who, in oppoſition, had declared that it was the only. mea- 
ſure of ſaving the country from ruin, were the firſt to reprobate 
and ſcout the meaſure of reform when they were in power. From 
the corruptions of the Britiſh Government, parties had been ge- 


nerated, which, in their route to power, had convulſed and plun- 


dered the empire. Under the diſtinctions of names, principles 


had been forgotten; and for the ſake of leaders, whom the peo- 
ple had fooliſhly idolized, the machine of government rolled on 
amidſt the feuds and contentions of party. Eternally the peace 
of our country had been diſturbed by the rancour and animoſities 
of factions, and the people, inſtead of turning themſelves to cor- 
rect the groſs evils which exiſted in it, had ever been the tools of 


baſe and defigning men, and: ſeemed prepared to whet and 
fharpen their ſwords one againſt another. 8 85 

It was now high time that the people ſhould lay aſide 
leaders, diſcard factions, and aer for themſelves. He ſtrongly in- 
forced theſe principles, and then entered into a complete detail of 


to 


© Jon nean TG. 
to he at this time totally defaced, if not loſt. He then purſued 
the gradual decline of popular liberty in England, from the an- 
archy which was the conſequence of Daniſh and Norman in- 
vaſion; and tab ing a general ſketch of our hiſtory, ſo far as it 
was connected with the ſubject of Popular Repreſentation : he 
made fome ſtrong and pointed remarks on the Revolution of | 
F688, the object of which, he faid, was not, could not be an- 
ſwered, unleſs Annual Parhaments and General Suffrage were 
reſtored. For this he had the authority of Lord Somers, Who 
drew up the Declaration of Rights, and who was promoted 
by William III. for his popular exertions at that memorable 
epoch. FR eos | "2 | 


# 


In order to prove that the Revolution had not correſponded. 
with the expectations of the people, no ſooner was the Prince of 
Orange eſtabliſhed on the throne of England, than all ideas of 
the ancient mode of annual Parliaments were effaced, and the 
triennial af? was paſſed in the very face of that Revolution, and 
in direct contradiction to its principles; for the Revolution, at 
leaſt ſo far as it reſpected the people, was not intended to be a 
compromiſe between the King and the Ariſtocracy for the joint 
inheritance of the people, but to eſtabliih on unequivocal prin- 
ciples the right of the people to govern themſelves, and to recal 
thoſe delegated powers which they had entruſted to their ſervants 
for this purpoſe, when they were either abuſed, or neglected to 
exercife them. If the Revolution were not ai Revolution for the | 
people, it was no Revolution at all, but a copſpiracy of a few. 
ennobled oppreſſors againſt the liberties and happineſs. of the 
many. But if it were deſigned to comprehend the'people,- and 

its end has been perverted, or purpoſely laid aſide, the people are 
not warranted in petitioning, but are juſtified in demanding as a 


Right, agreeably to the tone of language uſed in the Declaration "I 
of Riis the reſtitution of annual Parliaments, and the eftaw '  * 
bliſhment of univerſal Suffrage. But the. ſhock which was * 
given to. the ſtability of theſe principles, was moſt infamoufly. * 
flagrant, by the enaCting of the Septennial Act, in the reign g . 


* 


George I. If the Act of Parliament in the reign of Henry VI. 
eraſed from the roll of citizenſhip ſome of the beſt members of 
the community; the enacting of the triennial and ſeptennial acts, 
filled up to the brim the meaſure of governmental iniquity, and 
poured forth the waters of bitterneſs throughout our land. 
+ 2206 PELLOW CrtI2ENS; e eu * . 
Enough of precedent. The human race has long been 
rolling down the tide of ages neglected, unpitied, and oppreſſed. 
It is high time that the devious courſe of human policy thauld _ 1 
be left to the uncertain iſſue of ſtorms and of elemental wars: but 
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that the machine of ſtate ſhould be guided by the polar ſtar of 


reaſon alone, Which is never ſeen but when 


is only tolerably competent to anſwer the common purpoſes of 


aA abjeftly diſtruſt the powers which nature has given us; nor 
| ought we paſſively to acquieſce in inſtitutions, which, though in- 
jurious, may be preferable to thoſe that may be endured by 
others. We inſult ourſelves, when we foplithly balance be- 
4 tween tolerable vices and poſitive good; between unnatural 
ſyſtems, and novel, untried, but juſt maxims. The human mind 
| is progreſſive; ſo is the ſocial mind. That the one, therefore, 
ſhould remain ſtationary, amid the rapid courſe of the other to- 
wards perfection, is a prejudice, as unnatural as it is injurious to 
the happineſs of man. The government of Europe preſent no 
- _ ReleQtable ſymmetry to the contemplation of the ie 
enjoyment to the ſatistaction of the citizen. A vaſt, deformed, 


7 V #0 


tion, preſents to the eye of the beholder, no ſyſtematic W 
ment no harmonious organization of ſociety. Chance, haſte, 


action of human paſſions, have begotten them. Utility never has 
been the end of their inſtitution, but partial intereſt has been its 

fru. Such abominable and abſurd forms; ſuch jarring and diſ- 
ſionant principles, which chance has ſcattered over the earth, cry 


> ' aloud for ſomething more natural, more pure, and more calcu- 


gulate the mechaniſm of government, by which I mean not a 
narrow and confined, but a liberal and enlightened experience, 
which, hearing without paſſion or prejudice, the teſtimony of 
Ages and nations, collects” from its general principles, to further 

= he progreſs of civilization. It is in hiſtory that we are to dive 

8 D aeriab of legiſlative experiment, which are 40 

aaameliotate the ſocial order, and repair thoſe breaches which in- 


» By juſtice has long ſince made. But if this experience be found in- 
8 adequate to the purpoſe of alleviating human miſeries; if it af- 
| ford nothing but the melancholy proſpect of outrageous deſpot- 


lim of exdeſſiye vices on the part of the governing, and abaſe- 
1 ment and vaſſalage on that of the governed; if it aſcribe the 
commotions of ſuffering countries to the deſigns of factions, and 


norance, after the firſt ebullitions of revolt, they have ſat down in 
a torpid calm, and borne with uſurpations ſtill heavier than thoſe 


dy which they were rouſed to arms. it muſt be granted that this 
V _ experience 
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| 4 | { he Majeſty of the 
People is reſplendent, What is beneficial in the example of ages, 


ſociety, ought to be aboliſhed. We inſult ourſelves, when we 


and cheerleſs ſtructure, the frightful abortion of haſte and uſurpa-. 


g g = 4 2 N | b N | ; i 
_ faction, tryanny, rebellion, maſſacre, and the hot, inclement - 


lated to promote the happineſs of mankind. Experience muſt re- 


mot to principles); if it ſhew that in conſequence of national ig- ” 


* 


experience is important, becauſe it teaches the ſuffering Nations 
of the preſent day, in what manner to prepare their combuſtible 


ingredients, and Humaniſts in what manner to enkindle them, 


. ſo.as to produce with effect, that grand political exploſion, which 
at the ſame time that it buries Deſpotiſm, already convulſive and 


agoniſing, in ruins, may raiſe up the people to the dignity and ſub- 


randeur of freedom. 


lime 85 | ,. 
„ To effect this juſt and uſeful purpoſe, revolution of ſentiment 
mult precede Revolution of Government and Manners. The 


popular energies muſt be excited, that the popular voice may be 


felt and heard. The people muſt grow wiſe, in order that the. 


people may rule. It is ſaid that we preach Anarchy; but what 


is Anarchy, but the eſtabliſhment of confuſion on the wreck of, 


popular opinion? It is ſaid we are Levellers; but thoſe are Le- 
vellers who would wiſh to reduce man to the condition of the 
brute, guided by paſſion and uninfluenced by reaſon. Thoſe are 
levellers whoſe hands are dipped in the public ſpoils ; who aſſert 
impunity for crimes, and inviolability of perſons ; who would 


make humanity take a retrogade motion ; who would palſy the 


arm ot] uſtice, and defeat the end of equal laws. We have diſ- 
claimed the fooliſh idea of levelling property; becauſe our own 
property, the fruit of our labour, or of our talents, might, by the 
example, be expoſed to the invaſion of the firſt intruder. It were 
well, if thoſe who confound Juſtice with Crimes, would conſider 
that the poor man's property, little as it is, 1s as precious to him, 


as is the wealthy ſtock of the rich man. It were well, if feeling 


the force of this principle, the Ariſtocracy would unite with us 
in the cauſe in which we are embarked. Property they ſay, is 
ſacred. Is not, then, the property of the poor man as ſacred as 
that of the rich; and ought it to be filched or forced from him 
without his conſent, any more than that of the rich man? Can 
thoſe who do not reſpect the property of others, expect others to 


reſpect their property? We wiſh to exalt, not to level. We with 


to better the condition of the wretched ; to equalize men under 
the influence of law, but to give to merit, 5 

8 virtue, their proper weight and correſpondent dignity in 
the 10 

miſ- government? Are we ungrateful, becauſe we defend our li- 
berty and property againſt thoſe who ought to reſpect them? 
Are we Rebels in maintaining our violated laws, againſt thoſe 
who are open Rebels to laws, and who ſet themſelves above thoſe 


laws which they ought to have venerated ? I know, that in all 


ages of the world, people who would not be oppreſſed, have been 
reckoned ungovernable, by Men who are, or who would be Op- 
preſſors. I know that the 7 
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, talents, patri- 


cial order. Are we, then, In AG Oe becauſe we reject 


ies of Oppreſſion, have always 
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been ſtigmatized as enemies of Government. I know that it is 
ſeditious to blame the exceſſes of Power, and infolent to mention 
the inſolence of thoſe who abuſe power. I know that it is ſedi- 
tious to diſtinguiſh between public right, and public wrong, be- 
tween government and tyranny. Nor is it enough to acknow- | 
| ledge all good government to be irreſiſtible ; but the worſt, and 
the abuſe of the beſt, muſt be irreſiſtible alſo. I know, that to 
complain of tyranny is faction, and to throw it off Rebellion 
but they who oppreſs are the greateſt Rebels, and for the op- 
preſſed to turn upon them, is but to refiſt Rebellion—it is but to 
do a juſt and natural action. Whoever violates the laws of Reaſon, 
/ Equity and Natvre, whatever ſtation or name he may bear, is a 
Rebel, ſubject to laws againſt tyrants and rebellion. Tyrants, 
therefore, and oppreſſors, are the hichef and moſt conſummate re- 
bels in the world capital traitors to God and man, and puniſh- 
able by all the laws of God and man. Amid all the abſurdities and 
chimeras of paganiſm, it was never believed that tyranny was 
warranted by Heaven. It was never believed that the bloody 
Caligula was the vicegerent of God, and that the worſt of men 
had a commiſſion from heaven to oppreſs the human race. It 
was never believed that murder, rapine and miſ-rule, were go- 
vernment, and that lawleſs and bloody crowned robbers were go- 
vernors divinely appointed. It was never believed that Society 
had no remedy againſt devouring luſt and the raging ſword, which 
were deſtroying all the ends of Society, and even Society itſelf. 
Such indignities to God and man, were never broached by Pa- 
gans; they never propagated doctrines which would have turned 
men into ideots, deſtitute of reflection and feeling ; into beaſts 
of burthen, and beaſts of ſacrifice; turned Heaven into Hell; 
human fociety into a chaos of blood and carcaſes; and the 
earth into a place of torments. Tt never entered into the heart 
of a Greek or a Roman, nor into any heart that felt the 
ſentiments of Virtue and Humanity, that it was unlawful 
to defend Nature; a crime to ward off murder, barbarity, 
and defolation; and an impiety to do the moſt godlike action 
which can be done on this fide heaven, that of diſarming tyrants, 
and of ſaving our country from periſhing. Government is 
__ doubtleſs a ſacred thing, and juſtly claims our reverence. and du- 
by; but, when government is general oppreſſion ; when havoc, 
poi}, and perſecution prevail, to the deſtruction of all who do 
well; when law and juſtice are banifhed, and milttary deſpotiſm 
triumphs; when property is attacked and ſeized without the con- 
ſent of its owner, and lives are wantonly deſtroyed ?—is this go- 
vernment too? If it be, tell me what is not government? I do not 
think, in an age Hke this, that the people of this, or any country, 
eam ever be ſo ſunk or deadened by oppreſſion, but that repeated 
„ | N | provocation 
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provocation will raiſe a ſpirit amongſt them capable-of accom- - 
pliſhing the greateſt ER Even the moſt 2 and de- 
penny ik the people of Turkey, often rouſe = 
caſting their proud rider to the ha? 1 trample him to death. 2! 
little Bog often kindles a great flame, and a flame ſoon 5 2g 
to a conflagration. An ignorant nation rouſed to aſſert its liber- 
ties, will be mad and furious; when men are uſed like beaſts, they 
will act like beaſts | But, when an enlightened people, knowing 


3 : 


their rights, are reduced to a ſtate of degradation, they will know 
that their condition cannot be Te Tie by their own efforts, | 

their condition muſt be better. An ignorant people incited. by 
repeated injury to ſhake off the load 9 will riſk h 
evils and calamities—will riſk even a civil war, to be revengec 
on their oppreſſors. Such was the temper of the Romans upon 
the revolt of Sacrovir—they even exulted in it, and, in hatred to 
Tiberius, wiſhed ſucceſs to the public enemy. Such were the 
injured people of Spain, who, when the Romans came, joytully 
received them as their deliverers from the tyrannous yoke of Car- 
thage. But an enlightened people will never fully the victories 
of Patriotiſm by ſack irregular conduct. Revenge will never be 
adopted as a principle. , Peace will actuate their demeanour, and 
they will glory in awaiting the low proceſs of univerſal informa- 
tion, as a prelude to univerſal emancipation; rather than tarniſh 
the career of liberty, by involving their country in {ſcenes of ter- 
ror, waſte and depredation. Oppreſſed nature will, at a proper 
ſeaſon, depart from paſſive principle ; and ſhould an attempt be 
made to wreſt what remains of liberty from us, I truſt all men 
will concur to vindicate their violated rights — for, if the attempt 
be ſuffered once, it will be often repeated. A few repetitions create 
a hahit, and habit will claim preſcription and right. For go- 

vernors to be omnipotent, tlie race of man muſt be extinct ; 

no argument for deſtroying anarchy can be uſed, but what is full 
as ſtrong for the overthrow of tyranny. It is difficult to reſtore 
public affairs, when once diſconcerted, to their former ſteady 
principle—numbers will engage in the corruption, and will try 
every art and power to ſupport it, and they will continue to d 
ſo, until nature, which is always uppermoſt in man, ſigus their 

tragical doom ! 
F 1 ; rae ol 
I repeat my former aſſertion. Go on, as you hitherto haye 
done, in the culture of reaſon. Diſſeminate throughout the 
whole of your country, that knowledge which is ſo neceſſary to 
man's happineſs, and which you have yourſelves acquired. 
Teach your children, and your countrymen, the ſacred lefions 
of virtue, which are the foundations of all human polity... Teach 

chem to reſpect themſelves, andi to love their country. Teach Rn. 5 
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to do unto all men, as they would they ſhould do unto them, and 
their love ſhall not be confined to their country, but ſhall extend 
to the whole human race. When ſuch a revolution of ſenti- 
ment ſhall have diſperſed the miſt of prejudice; when by the 
inceſſant thunderings from the preſs, the meaneſt cottager of 
our country ſhall be enlightened, and the ſun of reaſon ſhall 
ſhine in its fulleſt meridian over us; then, the commanding 
voice of the whole people ſhall recommend the five hundred . 
fifty-eight gentlemen in St. Stephen's chapel to go about their 
buſineſs.” „ 
Aſter having concluded the above ſpeech, ny Yorke 
obſerved, that as there might be many perſons preſent who 
came from motives of curioſity, and others who came for 
a more criminal purpoſe, he ſhould adduce in juſtification of 
the reaſoning he had employed, the writings of a man, who 
was the firſt to reduce into a 7 the ſtudy of Human Under- 
ſtanding, and the Principles of Government---he meant John 
Locke; whoſe excellent diſcourſe on Civil Government he then 
by in his hand, and from which he read the following ex- 
BEES: . | 5 
No government can have a right to obedience from a peo-— 

ple who have not freely conſented to it ; which they can never 
be ſuppoſed to do, till either they are put in a full ſtate of liberty 
to chuſe their government and governors, or at leaft, till they 
have Wk finding: laws, to which they have by themſelves or 
their repreſentatives given their free conſent, and alſo till they 
are allowed their due property, which is ſo to be proprietors of 
what they have, that nobody can take away any part of it with- 
out their own conſent, without which, men under any govern- 
ment are not in a ſtate of freemen, but are directly ſlaves under 
o „ 

There is another way whereby governments are diſſolved, 
and that is, when the legilladive, or the prince, either of them, 
act contrary to their truſt. Firſt, the legiſlative acts againſt the 
truſt baked in them, when they endeavour to invade the property 
of the ſubject, and to make themſelves, or any part of the com- 
munity, maſters, or arbitrary diſpoſers of the lives, liberties or 
fortunes of the people. The reaſon why men enter into ſociety, 
is the preſeryation of their property; and the end why they 
chuſe and authorize a legiſlative is, that there may be laws 
made, and rules ſet, as guards and fences to the properties of all 
the members of the ſociety, to limit the power, and moderate 
the dominion of every part and member of the ſociety : for ſince 
It can never be ſuppoſed to be the will of the ſociety, that the 
legiſlative ſhould hive a power to deſtroy that which every one 
deſigns to ſecure, by entering into ſociety, and for which the 


people 
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people ſubmitted themſelves to legiſlators of their own making; 
whenever the legiſlators endeavour to take away, and deſtroy 
the property of the people, or to reduce them to ſlavery, under 
arbitrary power, they put themſelves into a ſtate of war with 
the people, who are thereupon abſolved from any further obedi- 
ence, and are left to the common refuge, which God hath 
provided for all men, againſt force and violence. Whenever 
therefore the legiſlative ſhall tranſgreſs this fundamental rule of 
ſociety, either by ambition, fear, folly, or corruption, endea- 
vour to graſp themſelves, or put into the hands of any other, an 
abſolute power over the lives, liberties, and eſtates of the people; 
by this breach of truſt they forfeit the power the people had put 
into their hands for quite contrary ends, and it devolves to the 
people, who had a right to reſume their original liberty, and, b 

the eſtabliithment of a new legiſlative (ſuch as they ſhall think 
fit) provide for their own ſafety and ſecurity, which is the end 
for which they are in ſociety, What I have ſaid here, concern- 
ing the legiſlative in general, holds true alſo concerning the 


ſupreme executor, who, having a double truſt put in him, both 


to have a part in the legiſlative and the ſupreme execution of 
the law, acts againſt both, when he goes about to ſet up his 
own arbitrary will as the law of the ſociety. He acts alſo con- 
trary to his truſt, when he either employs the force, treaſure, and 
offices of the ſociety, to corrupt the repreſentatives, znd gain 
them to his purpoſes ; or openly pre-engages the electors, and 
preſcribes to their choice, ſuch, whom he has, by ſolicitations, 
threats, promiſes, or otherwiſe, won to his deſigns; and em- 
ploys them to bring in ſuch, who have promiſed before-hand 
what to vote, and what to enact. Thus to regulate candidates 


and electors, and new-model the ways of election, what is ir 


but to cut up the government by the roots, and poiſon the very 
fountain of public ſecurity? for the people having reſerved to 
themſelves the choice of their repreſentatives, as the fence to 


their properties, could do it for no other end, but that the 
might always be freely choſen, and ſo choſen, freely act, and 


adviſe, as the neceſſity of the commonwealth, and the public 
good ſhould upon examination, and mature debate, be judged to 
require. This, thoſe who give their votes before they hear the 
debate, and have weighed the reaſons on all ſides, are not capa- 
ble of doing. To prepare ſuch an aſſembly as this, and endea- 


vour to ſet up the declared abettors of his own wall, for the 


true repreſentatives of the people, and the law. makers of the 
| ſociety, is certainly as great a breach of truſt, and as perfect a 


declaration of a deſign to ſubvert the government, as is poſſible 
to be met with. To which, if one ſhall add rewards and 
punithments, viſibly employed to the ſame end, and all the arts 


of 
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of perverted law made uſe of to take off and deſtroy all chat 
ſtand in the way of ſuch a deſign, and will not comply and 
Conſent to betray the. liberties of their country, it will be paſt _ 
doubt what is doing. What power they ought to have in the 
ſociety, who thus employ it contrary to the truſt went along 
with it in its firſt inſtitution, is eaſy to determine; and one can- 
Not but ſee, that he who has once attempted any ſuch thing as 
this, cannot any longer be truſted. . 
To this perhaps it will be ſaid, that the people being igno- 
rant, and always diſcontented, to lay tlie foundation of govern- 
ment in the unſteady opinion and uncertain humour of the peo- 
ple, is to expoſe it to certain ruin; and no government will be 
able Tong to ſubſiſt, if the people may ſet up a new legiſlative, 
whenever they take offence at the old one. To this 1 anſwer, 
* the contrary. People are not ſo eaſily got out of their old 
forms, as ſome are apt to ſuggeſt. They are hardly to be pre- 
vailed with to amend the acknowledged faults in the frame they 
have been accuſtomed to. „ | 
_ * But it will be ſaid this hypotheſis lays a ferment for frequent 
rebellion. To which I anſwer, firſt, No more than any other 
hypotheſis ; for, when the people are made miſerable, and find 
_ themſelves expoſed to the ill uſage of arbitrary power, cry up 
their governors as much as you will for ſons of Jupiter ; let 
them be ſacred or divine, deſcended, or authorized from Hea- 
ven; give them out for whom or what you pleaſe, the ſame 
will happen. The people generally ill treated, and contrary to 
right, will be ready upon any occaſion to eaſe themſelves of a 
burthen which ſits heavy upon them. They will with and ſeek 
for the opportunity, which in the change, weakneſs and acci- 
dents of human affairs, ſeldom delays long to offer itſelf. He 
muſt have lived but a little while in the world, who has not 
ſeen examples of this in his time; he muſt have read very little, 
who cannot produce examples of it in all forts of government in 
the world. Secondly, J anſwer, that ſuch revolutions happen 
not upon every little miſmanagement in public affairs. Great 
miſtakes in the ruling part, many wrong and convenient laws, 
and all the flips of human frailty, will be borne by the people, 
without mutiny or murmur ;; but if a long train of abuſes, pre- 
varications as artifices, all tending the ſame way, make the 
deſign viſible to the people, and they cannot but feel what they 
lie under, and ſee whither they are going, it 1s not to be won- 
dered at, that they ſhould then rouze themſelves, and endeavour 
to put the rule into ſuch hands which may ſecure to them the 
ends for which government was firſt elected; and without which, 


ancient names and ſpecious forms, are ſo far from being better, 
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that they are much worſe than a ſtate of nature, or pure anar- 
chy the inconveniences being all as great and as near, but the 
_ farther off and more difficult. 
Aſter reading the above, Henry Vork continued, I muſt 
obſerve to you, that for this diſcourſe on civil government, John 
Locke was preferred by King William to the important place 
of Maſter of the Mint, and was univerfally beloved and ho- 
noured at Court. This book was generally conſidered, at the 
time it came out, to have been a more powerful mean of ſecur- 
ing the King upon his throne, than even the arms of Holland and 
Britain, and it has contributed, perhaps, more than any other 
publica tion, to ſecure the preſent Royal Family upon the throne 
of theſe kingdoms. Although it was written a century ago, it 
was a principle in eſtabliſhing the American revolution; it has 
conſpired the overthro of deſpotiſm in France; and, before long, 
its principles will have driven deſpotiſm from tlie face of Europe. 
To ſuch a book there can be no exception; and I think I cannot 
better ſerve the King, or my fellow citizens, than in bringing it 
before the public. e it is not to be purchaſed, becauſe 
I am told miniſtry have bought them all up, or they were pur- 
chaſed to be ſent to America; but I will defeat their ends; I will 
extract its ſpirit, and give it you in a {mall compaſs, and as cheap 
as the preſs can print it. Loud and reiterated mp 12 
Ihe following reſolutions were next read and unanimouſly 
approved of, amidſt the loudeſt applauſes. | : | 
4. That in every country where the people have no ſhare in 
their government, Taxation is Tyranny, . e 
„5. That therefore a government is tyrannical or free, in 
proportion as the people are equally or unequally repreſented. 
6. Convinced of this truth, it is the opinion of this meet- 
ing, that the people ought to demand as a Right, and not peti- 
tion as a Favour, for Univerſal Repreſentation. | 5 Hs 
« 7. That therefore we will petition the Houſe of Commons 
no more on this ſubject.” | | 
After which Henry Yorke, according to a requifition 
which had been made to him a few days before, prefented the 
following petition to the King for the total and unqualified 
emancipation of the Negro Slaves. He prefaced the petition 
with a moſt eloquent and animated ſpeech on the- ſubje&t ; but 
from the fatigue which he had undergone from the preceding 
part of the bufineſs, it was impoſſible for him to carry to its 
intended length, a diſcourſe which had already drawn tears and 
ſighs from a great part of his auditory. As we underſtand he 
means to make an appeal to the public on the ſubject, in which, 
of courſe will be included the obſervations which he made at 
this meeting, we truſt no apology will be neceſſary for our 
omitting to give any ſketch of them here. | * | 
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e TO THE KING. 
«© SRE, . 8 0 5 1 
« juſtice is eternal. Unconfined by time, perſon, circum- 
. © Nance, or place, it ought to form the baſis. of all legitimate 
government, and the motive of all human intercourſe. 8. 
As intellectual beings, we conceive it to be a ſacred obliga- 
tion, impoſed on us by the Supreme. Being, to think for ourſelves. 
In conformity to which principle, we are naturally led to defire 
the extenſion of knowledge throughout the world. As we our- 
ſelves feel, we are naturally led to ſympathize with thoſe who 
feel alſo. Wiſhing to be rid of the weight of oppreflion under 
which we groan, we are induced to compaſſionate thoſe who 
groan alſo, and to deſire an alleviation of their ſufferings. 
On our own account we have repeatedly petitioned the 
Lower Houſe of Parliament, but petitioned in vain. We are 
| weary of the practice. We are diſguſted to hear the hallowed 
name of liberty made the ſport of corrupt Placemen ; and we 
are ſhocked to ſee, that in the practice of legiſlation, humanity is 
but a name. We are now petitioning, not for ourſelves, but 
for others; for thoſe whoſe ſorrows harrow up the feeling ſoul, 
and terrify the chriſtian heart; for thoſe, who are the victims 
of avarice, cruelty, rapine, immorality, and luxury. We have 
the ſanction of one of your Majeſty's ſons, in declaring, that 
the Negro Slaves in the Weſt Indies, are full as happy as the 
lower claſſes of people are in England. We employ ſo great an 
authority in juſtification of our petition ; and conſidering, that 
we who ſupplicate your Majeſty are generally men of that 
deſcription, we are bound to conclude, that if our African 
brethren be no happier than we are, they muſt be wretched 
indeed. For we groan, Sire, under great and grievous burdens, 
and we ſee no proſpect of redreſs before our eyes, nor have we a 
hope that our miſeries will ſhortly end. Our wives and little 
ones are ſtarving, and ourſelves unable to provide them with the 
common neceſſaries of life, are ſunk in ſorrow, and compelled 
to join in their bitter agony and deep deſpair. But the contem- 


_ * _ . plation of our diſtreſſed ſtate becomes additionally alarming, at - 


the certainty of having more burdens accumulated upon us, 
which may be. productive of conſequences injurious to the hu- 
manity, and fatal even to the intereſts of government itſelf. 
Such, Sire, is our ſtate, and ſuch, from the compariſon drawn 
by the Duke of Clarence, is the ſtate of our Negro brethren 
in the Colonies. But, in addition to the teſtimony of ſo high an 
authority, we have a volume of reſpectable evidence delivered 
into the Houſe of Commons, which proves, beyond contradic- 
tion, that our condition is by no means ſo deplorable as that of 
the wretched Africans. They are Slaves ;—under which odious 
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epithet, man is reduced to the condition of the brute, and is 
deprived of a country, and of the tendereſt ties of human life, 
The rights of a ſocial being are denied to him, and every prin- 
ciple of moral obligation is deſtroyed. The liberty, the perſon, 
and the induſtry of the ſlave, are at the diſpoſal of the maſter, |. 
Far different is our ſtate ; and although from not being repres 
{ſented in the Houſe of Commons, our property may be taken 
from us without our conſent ; although from the erection of 
barracks throughout our country, -and from the unconſtitutional 
introduction of foreign troops into it; from the encouragement 
ou to a ſyſtem of ſtate inquiſition, and from the violent mea- 
{ures employed to wreſt the liberty of the preſs from the hands 
of the ſubjeA—we cannot call ourſelves. Free men in the ſtrat | 
ſenſe of the word: Vet our lives cannot be taken from us, but 
for crimes previouſly defined and declared puniſhable by law ; 
nor can our perſons be wantonly ſported with, to gratify the 
luſt, the avarice, or the cruelty of overſeers and flave drivers. 
So far we have undoubtedly the advantage over the Negro 
Slaves; and we cannot help thinking, in juſtice to the Royal 
Perſonage who drew the reſemblance, that he - reaſoned more 
from our actual condition, than from what we were, and what 
we ought to bea free, a happy, and a contented people. 

_ «« Quitting, therefore, the compariſon which has been drawn 


between the poor of this country and the Negro Slaves in the 


Colonies, we beſeech your Majeſty to take into your gracious. 
conſideration our petition on their behalf. We are happy. to 
Ws. noe your Majeſty, that we not only” cultivate reaſon 
ourſelves, but we are daily exerting ourſelves to diffuſe its inſſu- 
_ ence univerſally. Our ſucceſs, Sire, has been wondertuli! _ 
We glory in announcing to your Majeſty, that, oy the uſe of 
that reaſon, we have diſcovered that ſociety is made for man's 
happineſs ; that liberty is the firſt and-beſt-gift of God to mant 
which it would be impious not to aſſert, and ſacrilege to ſurren- 
der. In the names, therefore of liberty, of juſtice, and of hu- 
manity, and for the ſake of thoſe, whoſe cries of Mercy! 
Mercy, Maſter !* are ringing eternally in our ears, we petition, 
we implore your Majeſty, to put an end to that deviliſh com- 
meree in human fleſh ; which is a thouſand times more abomt- 
nable in the eyes of God and of man, than the practice of felling 
human fleſh in Germany becauſe accompanied with acts more 
profoundly cruel, and more deliberately inhuman. The yoiee 
of an immenſe majority of the whole nation has invoked the 
humanity of the Houſe of Commons for the partial abolition of 
injuſtice but in vain, It was told, that. the ſlave trade was 
inhuman; impolitic, and unchriſtian. Eighty- eight only, out of 
558, voted agreeable to the will . its abolition!! 


Did 
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Did the remaining 470 mean thereby to ſanction inhumanity 
and impolicy, and to oppoſe the holy chriſtian religion, the fun- 
damental maxim of which is, Do unto all men as you would 
they ſhould do unto you.“ One melancholy fact, however, it 
has proved, that a ſenſe of a majority of the people' was not 
regarded in that houſe, and that juſtice and humanity are of no 
conſideration, when put in competition with avarice, wealth, 
andpower. But what makes humanity more than ſhudder, one 
of the members of that houſe, who had his leg bit off by a 
ſhark, and whoſe life was ſaved by a poor Negro, declared, 
thathe ſhould vote againſt the abolition of the flave trade, be- 
cauſe the Negroes conſumed the refuſe of our fiſheries. Such 
marked ingratitude, ſuch unfeeling barbarity, publicly avowed 
in the Britiſh Senate, inſtead of ſending the author to priſon for 
an abuſe in ſpeech, met with repeated applauſes: And what 
grieves us more, we find, that this very man has been appointed, 
by your Majeſty's miniſters, to ſuperintend the proviſionment of 
the army now carrying on the dreadful work of human ſlaughter, 
on the blood-ſtained fields of Flanders. 
„ So many bars have been thrown in the way to prevent 
the abolition of the ſlave trade, by thoſe unfeeling barbarians, 
who, unbluſhingly, call themſelves Slave Dealers, Weſt India 
merchants and planters : ſo many obſtacles having been oppoſed 
to the reclaimations of htimanity in favour of the wretched—we 
. petition your Majeſty, in whoſe hands is mercy, to recom- 
mend, or command the Britiſh Senate immediately to aboliſh, 
in the fulleſt manner, and without any qualification, Negro 
Slavery in the Weſt India Iflands—becaule it is inſulting to 
human nature in an age of reaſon and philoſophy - becauſe it 
tends to open wide the flood-gates of patronage, corruption and 
dependance : inflames and ſtimulates the ſordid paſſion of ava- 
rice, which is ever ready to feed ambition, to furniſh the firſt 
means of engaging in rumous, bloody, and deſtructive wars, 
by which Courtiers are enriched, and nations beggared— 
becauſe its abolition will redeem the national honour, too _ 
ſullied by the trade of blood—becauſe it will promote the cauſe 
of liberty, which is ſtriding apace throughout all the regions of 

the world—becauſe it will avenge peacefully ages of wrongs done 
to our negro brethren—becauſe it will give to induſtry its juſt 
latitude becauſe it will put an end to injuſtice, impolicy, cru- 
elty, avarice, havoc, ſpoil, and blood - becauſe it will cover a mul- 
titude of national ſins, and, inſtead of national faſts, which are 
too frequently the dreadful preludes of blood and ſorrow, it will 
be a national feaſt, grateful to God, and pleaſing to man. It 
will extend the empire of benevolence, the brotherhood of the 
human race, and immortalize your Majeſty's zeign, for having 
. „ ceceeecͤStabliſh 
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eſtabliſhed, on their pureſt principles, the claims of juſtice; and 
the Rights of Man.” - | e 
- © The above petition, and the following reſolutions, were 
received with unbounded applauſe, and without one diſſenting 
voice, except at the word umbly, which was ſeveral times uſed in 
the petition, was objected to, and on being put to the vote, was 
unanimouſly agreed to be expunged. 3 
8. That we feel ourſelves not only aſhamed, but indignant, 
that the Britith Government ſhould be actively engaged in the 
traffic and ſlavery of human beings. e 
„9. That as no compromiſe can be made between freedom 
and tyranny, between virtue and vice, juſtice and injuſtice, we 
think it our duty not to confine ourſelves to the mere abolition 
of the ſlave trade, which would be ſacrificing a right to a con- 
a but to petition for the total emancipation of the Negro 
laves. - . . | 1 . 
10. That the petition to the King now read, for the total 
and unqualified abolition of Negro Slavery, is approved. 
I. That a congratulatory letter be tranſmitted to Thomas 
Walker, of Mancheiter, on his victory over Church and King 
aſſociations, and that the letter now read be approved. 
412. That the abo ve petition and addreſs be tranſcribed on 
parchment; and that they be forwarded to Earl Stanhope, and 
_ he be requeſted to preſent the addreſs and petition to his 
ajeſty. 5 
Fo _ That the thanks of this meeting are given to all thoſe 
Juries who, in theſe inquiſitorial times, have acted like freemen, 
in acquitting thoſe of their fellow citizens who have been 
brought to trial for ſpeaking what they thought. 2 
14. That the proceedings of this meeting be publicly 
advertiſed and tranſmitted to the Friends of Liberty, of Juſtice, 
and Humanity, throughout the kingdom. | 
% 1g. That a voluntary ſubſcription be immediately opened, 
for defraying the expences attending theſe proceedings. 4 
„ 16. That the Committee of the Sheffield Conſtitutional 
Society be deſired to ſee that the above reſolution be carried into 
effect; and that they prepare an addreſs at the Britiſh nation, 
explanatory of the motives which have induced this meeting ta 
adopt the reſolution of no more petitioning the Houſe of Com- 
mons on the ſubject of Reform. | 4 
The above reſolutions being paſſed, and a congratulatory 
letter to Thomas Walker, of ee read on his acquit- 
tal from an infamous proſecution at Lancaſter, the meeting was 
diſſol vet. e 135 3 
„ Notwithſtanding the largeneſs of the company, ſo great 
were Henry Yorke's exertions, and ſo cloſe the attention 
Hs © paid 
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I Paid to him, that there was fcarcely A perſon preſent who did 
not diſtin&tly hear; many, indeed, we are told, who were not 
heretofore remarkable for their hberality of ſentiment, have ac- 


knowledged themfelves greatly enlightened by what they heard. 
To ſhew the high ſenſe entertained of Henry Y orke's ſervices. 
at this meeting, by the populace, he was no ſooner ſeated in the 


coach which attended on him, than the horſes were taken from 


the carriage, and the people drew him through moſt of the pub- 
lic ſtreets in Sheffield, amid the acclamations of thouſands :---- | 


which done, after a few admonitory words from the orator, 


| 


every man went peaceably to his own home.“ ; 


«© An ADDRESS TO THE BRITISH NATION. 
% Friends and Countrymen, 


We have this day decided, with the exception of only one 


diſſenting voice, that the Houſe of Commons thall never again 
be petitioned by us on the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform. 
„% We owe to the nation, to poſterity, even to foreign coun- 


tries, and to the government itſelf under which we live, an 


expoſition of our motives. To the nation Wwe owe this duty, 


bdecauſe we are of opinion, that he will of the majority of the _ 
 freofule ſhould be, at all times, the ſuſireme law; and that if the 


Few diſſent from the opinion of the many, however obligatory 


the will of the majority may be to them as a rule of action, yet 


opinion is always free and ſacred, the right of man to enjoy, 


and the conſcientious duty of man to diffuſe. Under the full 


conviction of this principle, we feel ourſelves, at preſent, the 


minority, becauſe we are the firſt to agitate the queſtion, and to 


rrepel the monſtrous idea of petitioning when our petitions are 


not received by the Houſe of Commons. But, we are nume- 


rous---we are many thouſands ; and as nothing * the eyes 
of men ſo much as their intereſts, we demand, fellow- citizens, 


nay, we are entitled to it from our numbers, that you lend an 
attentive ear to the truths we are about to utter, and to the recla- 
mations we are about to make in favour of oppreſſed humanity. 


Hearken unto our voice, for we think it will ſtrike conviction; 


attend to our reaſoning, ſor we know that your applauding ſen- 


7 


timents will give ſolemnity to our meaſures, and confequence to 
our example. 'To poſterity this duty is owing, becauſe. they 
will expect juſtice at our hands, liberty from our exertions, 
happineſs and peace from the ſucceſs of our cauſe. To foreign 
countries, becauſe they will then form ſome eſtimate of the 


degree of confidence which we, who live under the Britiſh 


i en, repoſe in it; and of the affection, reſpect and obe- 


dience, paid by our rulers to the Majeffy of the Peofile. To the 


government itlelf, becauſe it will diſcover, in our firm and manl 
tone of conduct, materials for ferious and folemn debate. 74 
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will diſcover that the exerciſe of a power, underived from even 
magiſterial authority, is totally repugnant to the genius of a le- 
giflative aſſembly, (which ought to be an emanation from the 
public will, and, therefore, obedient to it) becauſe it has a 
tendency to looſen the bands of fubordination, and to weaken 
that reverence which fhould always be ſhewn to a government 
which regards the condition and fulfils the mandates of its ſo-— 
vereign, the People. It will be taught a leffon, which is ſanc- 
| tioned by the teſtimony of both ancient and modern ftory, hat 
when a government contemns the people, the people will, in their 
turn, contemn the government: it will be taught that when there 
exiſts # want of confidence between the governors and the go- 
verned, confuſion, the worſt of national diſtempers, is the iſſue. 
Our petition was received with the utmoſt indignation by the 
Houſe of Commons; which was no more than we expected.— + 
Mie knew that the homely truths, we uttered, would be ve — 
welcome gueſts in that houſe. We never expected that 4 beg , 
in which there were ſo many placemen and penſioners, would 
liſten to the palpable facts ſtated in that-petition ; the object of 
_ which was to root out injuftice, and to curb licentiouſneſs and 
corruption. Nevertheleſs, as we were called upon by our coun- 
trymen to unite with them, we thought ourſelves bound to com- 
ply with their wiſhes. And although our petition was diſdain- 
fully rejected, becauſe not couched in language ſufficiently polite 
and reſpectful for the five hundred and fifty-eight gentlemen who 
fit as the Houſe of Commons, yet believe us, tellow-citizens, we 
are ſtill of opinion, that the matter it contained, was not only juſt 
and proper, but, we think, that even the language, which gave 
fo much offence to the honourable gentlemen, was much too 
moderate for us. For, if the Houſe of Commons were the real 
Repreſentatives of the People, we certainly had a right to dictate, 
and not to petition, becauſe they could be Rane os: in no other 
light than as the organs of the public will. And if they re- 
fuſed to obey that will they would be uſurpers and not Re- 
preſentatives. If, on the contrary, they are not the Repre- 
ſentatives of the people, what have we do with them? If 
they are not our Repreſentatives we cannot be their Con- 
ſtituents; and to petition thoſe who are not our Repreſentatives 
as qur Repreſentatives, would be a manifeſt abſurdity, if not an 
infult and mockery of ourſelves. However, the petition, ſuch as 
it was, being termed diſreſpectful, was thrown out by a majority 
of 79, there being 29 only who voted for its being received, and 
108 who voted againſt it. Such imperious treatment rather gives 
warning than ſtrikes terror. The abuſe of repreſentation can 
never come. in the place of a rule, for no legal power can be de- 
rived from injury or injuſtice. On this ground alone, therefore, 
we are juſtified in preſerving a ſullen ſilence in reſpect to the 
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Houſe of Commons. For if grievances, abuſes, complaints, 


and truth. are to be diſcarded from that Houſe, becauſe not dreſſed 


In a gentleman-like language, how are we, plain mechanics, 


ever to obtain redreſs, who are not gentlemen, and who are, con- 


ſequently, ignorant of thoſe polite and courtly expreſſions which 
are neceſſary to gain a hearing in that Houſe. We are ignorant 


of the art of diſplaying truth by halves, and, as we love plain 
dealing ourſelves, we deteſt hypocriſy in others, and pity thoſe 


who would wiſh us to follow their example. We ſaid to the 
Houſe of Commons, we are wronged and aggrieved—will you 


right us, and redreſs our grievances, or will you not? if you will, 
we ſhall be ſatisfied; if you will not, we ſhall feck redreſs ſome 
other way. This is the ſole queſtion with us, and we put it, as 
we thought. in a moſt becoming ſtyle to the Houſe of Commons. 
But, our petition being icouted, e ſhall trouble them no more 
with our coarſe and unmanneriy language. It will be our duty 


to proceed, as we have uniformly done hitherto, in enlightening 


the public mind; and, when a complete revolution of ſentiment 
ſhall take place (as will ſhortly be the caſe) in our country, we 
ſhall open our mouths, in that key we think moſt agreeable to ' 


_ ourſelves. And our voice, together with that of our disfranchiſed 


countrymen, will reſemble, perhaps, the thundering from Mount 


Sinai 5 


« Yes, countrymen, we demand Equality of Rights, in which 
is included Equality of Repreſentation, without which terror 1s 
law, and the obligations of juſtice are weakened ; becauſe un- 
ſanctioned by the ſacred voice of the people. We are not ſpeaking 
of chat viſionary Equality of Property, the practical aſſertion of 
which would deſolate the world, and replunge 1t into the darkeſt 
and wildeſt barbariſm ; but that Equality we claim, is to make 
the Slave a Man, the Man a Citizen, and the Citizen an integral 


part of the State; to make him a joint Sovereign, and not a ſub. 


ject; to oblige Law, which ought to be an emanation from the 
eneral will, to ſhed its influence, without diſtinction, over the 
1 of all, and to reſtrain or ſtrike the wealthy plunderer 
equally with the more homely offender. We wiſh to give rights 
to him who has none, and a country to him who wants one. We 
wiſh to upſet the idol of injuſtice, which has poured forth, from 
its exalted throne, a deluge of ſorrow, and flooded the world 
With tears and the blood of its inhabitants. We dcfire to ſee 
wiſdom demanding of miſerable millions their wants, and hu- 
manity at hand to ſupply them. We deſire to ſee the ſanctuar 
of virtue erected, and che ſtandard of Liberty planted in our hind, 
around which the people may rally as to an Holy of Holies. In 
ſhort, we deſire to ſee the altar of Equality blazing in Britain, 


whole ſtreems of fire, whilſt they ſhall ſhock, convulſe, and 


tear 
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tear down the rotten pillars of prejudices; whilſt they ſhall con- 
ſume tyrants, and terrify public delinquents ; ſhall pierce into the 
hearts of the whole people, and confirm the wide empire of 
morals on the wreck of ſuperſtition and vice. Such is our 
Equality, and ſuch is the Equality which we proudly gratulate 
our countrymen, will ſhorthy he eſtabliſhed in Britain, and which 
we invite you, People of Scotland, to partake of. The banks 
of the Forth, the fields of Bannockburn and Culloden, and that 
Tribunal of Edinburgh which has diſgraced your capital, ſhall 
= bear teſtimony to the cauſe for which Fletcher wrote and 
allace bled. | 5 eee. 
« People of Britain, cultivate Reaſon —enquire and you 
will be informed—claim your rights, and you will have them. 
The laurels of the victorious Patriot are diſhonoured when tinged 
with civic blood. Let revolution of ſentiment precede refor- 
mation in government and manners: Let public opinion be con- 
firmed, that public opinion may be reſpected. When the general 
will is known, it ought to be, it muſt be obeyed. Rulers will al- 
ways reſpect you, when you reſpect yourſelves: And, Oh! ſa- 
cred Ile ! honoured in the page of hiſtory, for having cherithed 
the flame of Liberty when it hath been ſmothered throughout 
the globe; renowned for thy Hampden, thy Sidney, and thy 
Locke—ftill be the aſylum of the unfortunate, and the refuge of 
the free Sacred love of our country teach the People their 
Rights, that they may avenge their Wrongs | Holy flame of 
Patriotiſm ! kindle within our breaſts the ſacred flame of Liberty, 
and give us courage to aſſert it! Virtue! teach us Mercy, that 
we may ſpread far and wide the empire of Peace and Bene- 
volence !”? | 
: Croſs-Examined by Mr. G1B8s. 
Q. You are one of the Society at Sheffield? 
des dir: e | 
L. Pray, Sir, had your Society any ideas of overturning the 
government of this country by force ? | 7 
A. No; not that I know of. 5 
Q. Had anyof them, that you were acquainted with, any ideas 
of overturning the government by force? | 
A. None, that I know of. | . 
Q. Had you any idea of attacking the perſon or the character 
of the King? 4 EE e e 
A. No; they had not. | | 
O. How were they affected to the King ? | 
2 42 Affected to the King ! why as well as any people in Eng- 
and. Eg 
Li. Had they any intention of overturning the Houſe of Lords 
oer breaking in upon their privileges? © | 
Vn 5 A. No 
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all that I know. 


to Parliament ſhould be negatived, 
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A. No; not to my knowled 

Q. What was the object of t Nee 85 

A. A Reform i in the Democratical part of the Bri itiſu Con- 
ſtitution. 2 
9 What * ou mean by the Democratical part? | 

A. The Roles. tative part—the Houſe of Commons—that i is 


Q. That was the only v view of yew Society! ? 
A. That was all. | 
. Do you know of any other views in any of Gp other 
Societies) 
A. I-know of no other views in any Goes 
4 L. vg it the intention of your Society to obtain rodreſh by : 
OrCe ! 
A. Not that I know of. | | 
Mr. Law. When it was agreed ee motion for an Addreſs 
id you then apprehend the 
Reform was to be obtained through the medium of Parliament? 
A. Sir, the moving was of very few perſons, as I told you 
before. : 
Q. Then you apprehend (as to the views of ofa; that 
was the object of the perſons by whom it was ſettled, Y orke, 


Gales, and yourſelf, md a Reform in Parliament? 


A. If they, or any other perſons had other views, it was unknown 


tome; and I am certain they were unknown to the major part of 


the Society. If Yorke and Gales had ſuch views, it was unknown 
to us; but deference was paid more to them, as they took the 
leading part in ordering the affairs of the Society. 

Q. What was ET reaſons for taking © a part in this ſham 


motion? 


A. There are many more e me who are not expert inlaw 
and government, and yet may approve the honeſt views of their 
friends, conſidering them as ſuperior in underſtanding. I was Se- 
cretary, and therefore it became my office more than my choice. 

Q. Will you anſwer my queſtion—W hy was you a party to 


that ſham motion ? 
A. I was 2 pathve perſon, being appointed Secretary, and re- 


ceiving a ſmall allowance, I was paſſive on that. account, as I 


was frequently told I had no right to give my nn. 
C. Do you know where Gales is gone? | 
A. No, Sir; I do not. | 
e. Yeu have not feen or heard any thing ofhim ; 
HA. No, I have not. I have been found fault with for giving 
my opinion; gs TA have been told 1 had no RET as Secretary to 


do it. 
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Gone Wibnzzods, fen Examined by Mr. Law; 5 


. 
Sheffield; 


4 


VIE ROK! dos 8 SIN: 


Was you a member he the Conſtitutional Pm * 


Ves, Sir. | 
When did you os a member of that Society? 
Better than two years ago. | 
Of what diviſion was you a ces of that Society? 
] believe we were not in diviſions at that time. 
_ afterwards were there any divihons? 
es. 
What diviſion did you belong to? 
Number one. | 
Was you a Delegate ? 
Part of the time. 


When was you elected a Delegate ? 


At the time thoſe diviſions were firſt formed. 
Do you recolle& when that was? 

. I do not, the books will explain it. 

Was it in 1792 or 1793 r 

J don't know. 


Q. Of what number might your Society conſt its largeſt + 


number? 


MX 


. 
A. 


About 600 regular members. 
How often were meetings of your Society held? 
Once a fortnight. 


Q. On any particular days of the week ? | 

4. Yes, there was a particular day adopted for each diviſion, 
ours, J think, was on the Tueſday or Wedneſday. 

C. How often was the general meeting of the Society held ? 


A. 


They were held not exactly the ſame, ſometimes regular, 


ſometimes not; about once a month or ſix weeks. 


95 
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When did you firſt ſee Yorke at Sheffield ? 


Perhaps it might be near upon two years ago. 
Do you mean from the preſent time ? 


Yes; I think it is, or rather better than that. 
Towards the latter end of 1 792 ? 

About that time. | 
Did you ſee him at any meeting of that Sock? 
I ſaw him at ſeveral. | 
But the firſt time, where did you ſee him? 

I firſt ſaw him, I think, at a friend's houſe. 
Do you recollect when was the firſt time you ſaw him 


in the chair ? 
A. To the beſt of my recolle@tion, he I firſt faw hin at 
that public meeting, it was in Query Street. 


2. "ITO was that ? 


n «4 
SY. 
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4. The only thing I can recollect it b as ſome little time | 
ow the execution of the King of , ſometime _ 
at. 
2. About the beginning of 1793? CO 


A. It might be that time. 
Was Yorke generally in the chair? 
AT think he was generally in the chair when he was at 


thoſe meetiiſgs? | 


. For what time ateawards you ſaw him in the chair did 
he continue at Sheffield, how long after ? 

A. I do not recollect that he ſtopped long after that, perhaps 
two or three weeks. 

Q. When he was 8 had you occaſion to ſee him often ? 

A. Not very often at that time. 

Q. Do you remember meeting a Sockey i in the —_— F ils, 
when any Delegates were elected e 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who were cleted Delegates? 

A. Mr. Brown. 

e. Where was he elected a Delegate to 2 
A. To the Convention at Edinburgh. 
. Who was Brown ? 

A. When he came firſt to Sheffield he ated in hs 1 
of a player, and afterwards took up the buſineſs of an at- 
torney. 

Q. He was dele ated by your Society to go to the Convention, 
in Scotland? : by 28 25 

3 

= Did he go? 

I believe he did. Wy 

2. Was he or his family ſupported by your ur Society w white bo 
was gone ? | 

A. I believe] both. 

Q. Do you recollect Yorke lodging a at the ſy of 0. 
thorne? 2 

A. I believe I do. | . 

Q. When was that? 

A. I believe the latter end of laſt March. 15 

Q. 1 believe you a artended him while he was there ? — 


A. e , \ | | 7 1 

Q. In what capacit 2 emp ment | | 
A. As his hair loy 

Q. Do you or at any of thoſe times having any : * 


verſation with Vorke reſpecting arms ? 
CTT 
3 Where had a fil £ DFE WEL” 
| CC 
|| 


3 
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" Ace Mr. Beals, OT the anne of the 1 
| . ſomewhere about Ho is's 12 ö 1 
Did Vorke lodge there? CC. 
Ves; he ſhifted from 5 s to „ Beal's; ; 55 3 - 
fra there to Mancheſter on ſome buſineſs, and when he came . 
back, he went to Beal's. 1 
* Wbat did he ſay about arms—do you wens any pes 


9 mentionedꝰ . rw. ay 
Yes, we frequently ſpoke about ates $09 af nant” © 
Q. What converſation had you with him about horn? %, : 


oP We ſeemed to agree there was a neceſſity for n, 
made. 

Q. Did he give you any direction reſpecting the making toy 
part? 5 

A. He did not directly give an | 

E Then 1 in what manner did ye” aid * iesy if di- 


45 ; recollect one ching, he deſired me to underſtand Mr. 
Gales would take a dozen for his own defence, if I made any; 
whether he had that one from Mr. n l or 8550 * Pw 1 

don't know. 5 
Did you make any fon Gales? or: 514 1 
Ves, I did. | WH 
W hat part did you wake? 1 ot $19 
The handles, 287 N 
What quantity? _ 
About a dozen, or a dozen and an half. 
What time did you make them?) 1 
A. I cannot recollect the particular time, I believe | it vs 
Os of April. a 
" Da you ſhew the ſhaft to Yorke ever ? | 
2 Yes; I took one with me when I went to "GH him o 
morning, to -aſk his opinion of it. 5 „ 
. hat did he ſay to ut? | 3 
A. He ſaid it would do, or ſomething like that. + 
N. Have you any other 2 than a bair-dreſſan? 
A. I was a turner. 
Q. Then _ underſtood He manner of OE the thing tht | - 
_ directed: | _ 
A. Ves, Sir. | 3 
Did he give you any aden eee of tr : 
ſhafts or pike: handles? ; — 
A. I cannot recollect that had: WE 99 
5 the ka of the ike handle you cara 19 _ 
bim; 1 | — 
4 About ſeven feet long | I 
. | © Is 3 


J a 


SRO NSN 


* © 
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* Was that the form and ſize which he approved? | 
Li. Did he ever r put on the e pike head to the ſhaki i in your pre 
9 ſence EE | 
, Ne, Sir: 
| Was youto have fitted them youbfel ? 
I was to have done it, if I had gone on with the bane, : 
Q. Had you any converſation reſpecting the progreſs you 
made how you got on with them? 
A. Yes; he aſked me ſome few times how I went on. 
2 When you went to dreſs him he aſked you from time 885 
time how you was going on? | £ 
7 A. Les, Sir; ſome few times. | 
Did he tell you where ſome pike heads were left for them 9 
No; I do not recollect he did. 
Where were the pike heads to come from if you got 


Sen 


From one Davidſon. 

Were any hoops uſed about the hes > 

Ves; there was a hoop put on at the end. 

| Who provided thoſe for the ſhafts vou made . 

| | A provided thoſe hoops. | 

f 5 Q. Who gave you 0 directions reſpeBing the Hoop TI 


— arena ak 

25 8 . 
x5 
» * 


— 
5 8 


Were they iron ee, 1 
A. Yes. 


Q. Where was you to get the materials ö 
5 A. I got ſome that I had from file heads. 
Q. Did you do it _ Fong” own credit ? 
de Si. 
2. You did pong more than make the ſhaft and put on theſe 
hoops * 
A. N o, Sir. a 
Q. I believe you 3 withdrew bout from the 
Society 5 : 
Sir. | 
2. Did you aſſign the reaſons to Yorke for withdrawing 
| ator = 3 5 
A. I did. 


Q. What converſation paſſed 8 you os Yorke reſpect- 

= ing your withdrawing yourſelf from the Society??? 

=. 5 I told him one mornin when I went to dreſs him, that I 

| ; tought we were Fong too 4 r in reſpect to our proceedings. — 

He aſked me in what; I told him in reſpect to univerſal ſilage. 
Q. Did you, on account of your diſlike of thoſe 1 

withdraw e from na a member of that _— Eid 


— ” 
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AN es; not ſo much for chat, but I was coiltinesd] in my 
| = mind it would carry us too far hy drawing in ſo great a 

number of people to give their voices for members of Parlament 
* __ were . with the buſinels. 1h 

| en was this? e 


4 In April laſt. 


99 
3 


Q. Had you any converſation with Davidſon about the | 


pikes ? | 
4. Ves, ſeveral times. 1 885 ene 
L. What did he ſay "M 47 „ 
A. I never 0 any thing further from him, but that 
were made to defend ourſelves. : 
2 Did you underſtand what number had been made? 
4 


I did not, I was almoſt the firſt that made the hare; | 108 


Did any body elſe make 1 „ 
A. Only me, 1 3 
Q. Did Davidſon, or any body elſe, "T0 you any of ticpikes 
that were to be put upon thoſe ſhafts? 
A. Yes, Sir; I have ſeen Pikes, there were two or ines! 
when my ſhafts were took. 
Q. Can youdeſcribe the "4 and length ? | 
A. They were about eight inches in length, ad pottaps, on 
and a quarter in the broadeſt part. 
Q. Bur yours had not been fitted on ES 
9 No, Si. ee en 
Be E by Mr. G1BBs: 


? 


* 


you an enemy to the King or his authori 488 FL 
A. No, Sir; God forbid that I ſhould! 

N. Do you know any body concerned in this Socie ay, that had 
any intent to attack the power or perſon of the Wages 

A. Not to my knowledge. N 

Q. Would you have continued in che Society if you had any 
apprehenfion fach were the intentions of that Society "as . 
A. No, I would not. | 
- Q. Youdidcontinue in that Society a conſiderable time ? 

HA. Yes; on.” 

Q. You talked of univerſal tufkuge- 5 f plan was it ? 


A. It farſt originaned” upon what was drawn up mY the Duke 


of Richmond, 


Q. This is the letter the Duke wrote to Colonel Sharman 
tell ou if that is the letter that was read to e, Row fre- 


quent! _— and upon which your N acted? 
8 , 
4 Is that the letter? - Shews the letter to the vidi), 
A. Ves, 


0. N Mr. Widdeſon in theſe proceedings at Sheff, w 4 : 


4 TIES 


, PP re Weg” „„ 
N Y * 2 n * * 
; JE Js = L 
* 
- 


Fa... 
* 


7:2, 7 Sir; and I 1 that to ith ral idea'we 


had It that time, becauſe we thought there would no other yy . 


ſuffcicn( T effectual to reform the Conſtitution. enqnet: 
Q. This Reform you wanted to produce in hk „ 


Commons, was, that it ſhouldbe made, as RY —_— | 
by the Conſtitution ? 


. Nes, Sir. s b 
Had you any idea it was to is by hve? 
A. No, bing I had not any idea of that kind. 
. Do you know that any 2225 ee of the Society bad 
any ſuch intentions? 3 
A. No; I do not. 
Q. Did your underſtand it was in agitation from any members 


of the Socie 


A. No; Nad not. 
Q. You ſay, you afictwands Hef the Soc, h chatis is, you 1 
wards withdrew yourelt? 
A. Yes, Sir. 
2. L think you told me the only ground. was, you akered your 
1 as 5 the expediency of univerſal ner. Heh 
es, Sir. 17 £215 


e. Jou altered upon thar ground ? ic TE , FR 


A. Yes. 
Q. And that was your only ground! 
A. Yes; that was the principle one. | 
2. Now: Sir, you have been aſked about thoſe gikes, you had 


igſtructions from ſome one, who told you that a man of the name 


of Gales would take a dozen of pike-ſhaſts Frony ons if you 
would make them? ' 


. 
. Were theſe — Fa to be 1 fr any 3 abs _ N 


to defend yourſelves from attacks which you had reaſon to be- 
| Keve would be made upon you ? 


A. Les; I had reaton to believe there would be: 1 for 
ſome people that came from town ſwore vengeance againſt him 
on account; of his papers, I remember upon a particular occa- 
fn, upon ſome news coming to Sheffieid, that. Gales's houſe 
was actually attacked by a numder of people, and his friends 


were under the neceſſity of cpming to defend him, and ae was 


what L underſtood they want | thoſe arms for. 
2. aig of his friends were obliged: to defend him? 
„„ 
Q. And upon that account the pikes were provided, 10 defend 
him and his friends from ſimilar att icks? 
Gow Ves; 1 eee bee light; from whatever: 1 kyove 


4 * 
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| 25 I have reaſon to believe he had no n 

E ' 
2. You heard thers was an attack pen & Gale? 
A. Yes; I have heard it from reſpectable witneſſes that wit 
there who did ſee it, it was well known in the town that ſuch a 
thing paſſed, there were butchers and other deſcriptions of peo- 
ple that went and threatened him, bullied him very much, ofice 
and more. - =” 
Q. I want to know whether you have not heard people of „ 
the oppoſite party; in Sheffield, declare in terms if there was to 
de an invaſion, they would firſt fall upon you? 

A. Yes, I have. | 

Q. Now do you, in your cviblcindion, believe the only chute af . 
making and preparing * pikes was, that an attack was reall 
apprehended from the other party upon Gales, and thoſe of his 


opinion ? 


A. believe that is the only ground Hey which they ever was 

made at all, as far as I can learn. 
Pray do you recolle& any 1 ho the houſe in 

which you hved yourſelf was attacked and threatened ? 1 

A. No, Sir; I cannot ſav that J do. | | 

Q. No, that was a miſtake of mine; had you any 1458 . 
of your own, or did you conceive from anything you heard from 
any people that belonged to this Society, that thoſe pikes were to 
be applied for any purpoſe againft the power of government + Poe 
A. No; I never underſtood it in that light; I believe Mr. 
Burke, Thomas . and another man, was the principal cauſe ; 
of it : 

Q. Who was the third perſon you 68800 of? 

A. I forget his name —he was drunk — but 1 believe he is a 

rſon. 
1 . How did you learn that? | 

A. From the inflammatory letter he bange i in the paper B 
called the Courrant. —Y 

. What was that paper to do? | 

A. Recommending the people, called by the name of Ariſto- 
crats, to take up arms and exterminate us; there is a book that 
was ſeized, and is now in the hands of the Privy Council, that 
contains an account of all thoſe particular papers publiſned. 

Mr. Law. You have ſaid, I think, Mr. Widdeſon, there 
were ſome perſons threatened you that, in caſe of an 9 
they would firſt fall upon: © 24 1 2 ; 
r 

Q. Will you name thoſe perfons who aid threaten you; rk in 
caſe there was an invaſion they would fall upon y you name oy 
one of hem? oy 8 
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A. Ican only recollect one, and as we had ſo many diſputes dat 
originated about politics, I cannot charge my memory with an 
but with one of the I who is in the aſſociation at 12 885 


field. 


Q. Who i is it? 


Alt is William Pritt. 


Q. Was any body by ? n 

A I don't know, Sir, whether chere was or not; 1 believe it 
was at his own houſe, before we met very much in parties. 

Q. When was it ? 

A. Tt was ſometime before the armed aſſociation began. 

Q. How long ago might it be? 

. It may be a twelvemonth ago, or pretty near. 

Q. No pikes were prepared till March laſt ? 

A. No, Sir. 
Q. That threat did not very much ve ohien 1 you ? 

A. No; I cannot ſay it 3 have ry fig told by the people, 
the ſame threats were made uſe of or ſimilar ones in other com- 


panies. 


2. Do you remember any perſon 8 throw out theſe threats 

in the different companies you was in? 

A. I don't know any in particular. 

. Name any one that threw out ſuch a threat, beſide Pritt? 

A. As I never expected this would be called into a Court of 
Juſtice, I never took notice of them. It is only general con- 


verſation I ſpeak of theſe things from. 


Q. Did you or Gales, or any perſon, who might be the ob- 

ject of thoſe threats, ever apply to any wage for pro- 

tection? . 
A. No, I cannot ſay that we did, becauſe it was a4 # ſel- 


dom they could have juſtice done to them ; and it was very eldom 


they were there. 
Does not Mr. Williamſon, a * reſide My near 
the town? | 
Te, Sir... ” 
. Do you remember him coming into the town at the head 


of tome dragoons, to reſtore de, there? 


A. There was no diſturbance, Sir. 

0. Was not a houſe ſet fire to, and begun to be pulled down ; 1 
and was not a perſon executed for that act? 

A. It was not till after their coming this riot begun—there 
was no riot before he brought the ſoldiers. / | | 

Q. Then the riot was occaſioned, and the houſe ſet on fire, by 
Mr. Williamſon and the ſoldiers? 

Mr. Gibbs. NN Lord, I do moſt humbly beg your Lord- 


, hip 


\ . . * 1 
fl 4 * : 11 
- , 1 f 
p " | , 9 * 
— * - — , 
. * _ . 


ſhip's. protection of the witneſs—T ſhould rather ſay the pro- 
tection. of the gentleman that ſtands at the bar. Mr. Law is 
putting it into the mouth of this witneſs that Mr. Wilkinfon, and 


the troops he brought with him, ſet fire to the houſe when they 


came into the town. | ds: 7h 
Mr. Law. I did not put it into the mouth of the witneſs, nor 
will I ever ſuggeſt to any witneſs that which is not true. I am 
aſking the witneſs whether he can take upon him to ſay there 
was no riot in the towa till Mr. Wilkinſon and the dragoons 
came. I am afking him if they occaſioned the riot; and I 


aſk him if a houſe was not ſet on fire, and whether a man was 


%. 


noi executed for it. | | 1 

Lord Preſident. The objection is, that inſtead of aſking him, 
whether Mr. Wilkinſon and the dragoons ſet fire to the houſe, 
you Bales they did ſet it on fire, which is not the way to aſk a 
queſtion. | SO 

Mr. Law. You ſaid there was no riot till Mr. Wilkinſon 
and the dragoons came, and that it was occaſioned by them? 

J. I believe they principally occaſioned it | 

Lord Pręſident. Do you mean that it provoked the people, 
and that Wilkinſon and the dragoons made it ? | 
A. The principal occaſion of the riot was owing to taking in 
part of the Common, the people roſe upon that, and in conſe- 
quence of that they brought the troops to protect them in doing 
it, waich enraged the minds of the lower people. | 


» * 


Mr. Law. You ſay you could not have had juſtice by appli- 


* 


cation to the magiſtrates Did you ever apply to any magiſtrate 
in the neighbourhood for protection and was refuſed? 

A. There are people that have; and I myſelf have upon one 
occaſion and more. i „ 


L. By whom? 


Jou Hokxf Took. 3% 


* 


A. I applied to Mr. Wilkinſon, but when the cauſe came on to 
be heard, he did not happen to be on the bench; and Mr. Hay- 


thorpe decided it. I was in a public houſe, and we happened to 


have a diſpute upon politics; as uſual, we got from one thing to 


another, a quarrel began, and they tumbled me down ſtairs, and 


my money dropped out of my pocket. Mr. Haythorpe took 
their part and connived at it; the people offered me the money 
again, and he ſaid he would ſet me in the pillory if I ever came 
to make ſuch a complaint again” „ 

Q. You ſaid eeding upon the Duke of Rich- 


you was proc 


mond's plan ? 
WW e 1 
Q. Are the works of Mr. Paine read in your Society ? 
A. Yes, Sir, ſome parts have been read there. 
C. You did not proceed upon his plan? Th 
— +4 A. W 
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were parts which no one of. us under. ood; and [ don' t think he 


minions to make upon us. A plan has been hit upon, and, if en- 


a quantity of pikes to the patriots, great enough to make them 


A. We ved os a great part of his work, becauſe it rok 
written upon the principles of liberty and freedom; but there 


himſelf did. 

Q. Did you proceed upon the Duke of Richmond's plan? 
1 We went upon the Duke of Richmond's plan at the firſt 

nning. _ 

2 You did not deviate from that to Mr. Paine s plan? 

A. No, Sir. 

Mr. Gibbs. You approved of the Duke of ich e plan, 
a likewiſe fo much of Mr. Paine” 8 work as fell in with that 
plan ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. You ſaid, that at the time you attended he 1 the 
ith who had got the money from you offered i it to FRG before 
the Juſtice. 

. X Yes, . tendered it down, and he offered it to me him- 
_— 

Mr. Solicitor Gener . We ſhall now produce a letter, found 
in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Hardy. 

Q. (To Ar. 5 /hewing him a A Look at that, 
Ae did you find it? 

A. In the poſſeſſion of Mr. Hard | 

| {Read by the Clerk the Court.) | 
« Addreſſed to Citizen Hardy, No. , Piccadilly, London. 


ce Sheffield, April 24, 1794- 
« FriLow CITIZENS, 


« Thebarefaced Ariſtocracy of the preſent Adminiſtration has 
made it neceſfary that we ſhould be prepared to act on the de- 
fenſive againſt any attack they may command their newly armed 


couraged ſufficiently, will, no doubt, have the effect of furniſhing 


formidable. The blades aremade of fteel, tempered and poliſhed 
after an approved form. They may be fixed into any ſhafts; 
but fir ones are recommended, of the girth of the accompanying 
hoops at the top end, and about an inch more at the bottom. The 
blades and hoops, more than which cannot be properly ſent to 
any creat diſtance, will be charged one ſhilling. Money to be 
| ſent with the order. As the in ſtitution 1 is in its infancy, imme- 
diate encouragement is neceflary. | 
Struck through in the { « Orders may be ſent to the Secretiiry 
Original. of the Sheffield Conſtitutional Society. 
| (Signed) RICHARD Davipson.” 
« To peerent pot ficken cirect to Nobert Moody, Joiner, | 
8 Square, Sheffield.“ 
| ODE "Mr. 


found in, the poſſeſſion of Mr. Hardy, to ſhew the purpoſe the 
kes were made for. 5 „„ 
2. (To Gurnell, fhewing him a ſiaſier) Where did you 
find that? 7 5 Fo OW 
A. 1 found this in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Hardy. | 

| (Read by the Clerk of the Court. 
«« Addreſſed to the Secretary of the Norwich Patriotic Society. 
«© FELLOW-CITIZENS,, W 

. © The barefaced Ariſtocracy of the preſent Adminiſtration 


a 


kas made it neceſſary to prepare to act upon the defenſive, in caſe 


of any attack upon the patriots. | 2 
A plan has been formed for carrying into effect this neceſſary 
buſineſs. Pike. blades are made with hoops for the ſhafts to fit 


the top ends; the bottom end of the ſhafts ſhould be about an 
inch thicker; and fir is recommended for the ſhafts, ſelected by 


perſons who are judges of wood. The blades and hoops will be 


ſold at the rate of one ſhilling, properly tempered and poliſhed. *' 


The money ſent with the orders. „ 
. (Signed) c RICHARD DAviDSsoõ . 
* Direct to Robert Moody, China Square, Sheffield, to pre- 
vent the Poſt Maſter's ſuſpicion.” | 


ſon? _ „ 

A. A printer, My Lord. i 

Mr. Solicitor General. My Lord, a letter of the 27th of 
March was read, which ſays, * I have to inform you that a 
general meeting of the Society will be held on Monday the 14th 
April, the place to be-announced by public advertiſement ;* and 
your Lordſhips will recolle& Martin was a member of that So- 
ciety, and that he wrote a letter upon that occaſion, which was 
corrected by Mr. Tooke. I am now going to produce to your 
Lordſhip, Gat paper prepared by Mr. Martin for the purpoſe of 


the reſolutions to be entered into upon that day, namely, the 14th . 


of April, not the ſame as were actually entered into, but thoſe 
that were prepared to be entered into. WE. 

Mr. Gibbs. It has been determined that every thing found in 
the poſſeſſion of any man living, may be given in evidence, in 
order to ſhew a general plot; therefore, there is, no doubt, this 


may be read. The ground upon which the Court has decided 


this to be evidence, and why it was admiſſible, is that Mr. Martin 


is a member, and every thing that he has ever done, fince he 


was a member, is evidence againſt Mr. Tooke. 


Lord Preſident. To ſtate it correctly, every thing he has 


done (he being a member), with relation to the general ſubject, 


is evidence with reſpect to that only; it is a different propoſition 5 


to ſay any thing done by him is evidencdeQ. 5 


1 


JOHN HORNE Too. 33 
Mr. Soliciter General. We ſhall now produce another letter 


Lord Prefident. (To Widdeſon.) What buſineſs was Dayid- 


5 


5 
— 7 


RP kad 


MIX. Gibbs. Yes, My Lord, any thing is admiſſible evidence 
they can ſhape for this caſe, and not only the acts ofthe members 
of By Society, but of any man in the world, is evidence, as I am 
Lord Preſident, The acts of any man that is proved to have 
taken a part in the general tranſaction, whether it effects Mr. 
Tooke or not, is ee . 5 
Mr. Gibbs. I mentioned it to ſhut out occaſional obſer- 
vations. 9 8 | = | 1 
Mr. Teote. My Lord, I beg leave to ſay, I believe my 
learned Counſel being engaged in conſultation, were both out of 
Court when Mr. Solicitor General prefaced an account of the 
27 paper which he is going to read, with Mr. Martin being a mem- 
PP ber of the Conſtitutional Society, and that he had been nomi- 
nànated by me, without mentioning the date or time of his becoming a 
member of the Sociery ; this letter relates to a very late date, 
and he prefaces the introduction of this letter with Martin be- 
ing a member of the Conſtitutional Society, and that he was 
| nominated by me; I underſtand to that preface, without re- 
E marking dates, Mr. Gibbs cbjecied. 5 
Tord Prefident. If that is not the original objection, it is 
certainly a very proper improvement upon it. . 
Mr. Solicitor General. ] did no more than ſtate to your Lord- 


n | ſhip, Mr. Martin was connected with this tranſaction, to pro- 
adiuoee the letter, it being evidence. Po | 
Ll " Q (To Mr, Shaw, ſlewing him a ſafer.) Where did 
| ; you find that paper ? 


A. At Mr. Thelwall's. RY nt 
Evan Evans, ſworn. Examined by Mr. Law. 
Q. Whoſe hand-writing is that? / Miewing him a frafeer.) 
4. Mr, Martin's. | IP 
2. Did you ever hear Mr. Martin read it prior to the 14th 
April, 179% | 2 8 x 


Ves. Sir. 


F g — 


Where did you hear him read it? 

I heard him read it to Mr. Pearce. 

Where did he read it * | f 

4. In the King's Bench. | | 

. What did he ſay 9 it, when he read it? | 

A. I cannot ſay; he read ſomething about taking up arms 

e againſt the Kirg. | : 5 | 
L. What Ade ſay about it ? 


A. He defired Mr. Pearce to take thoſe reſolutions to Chalk 
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1 To take thoſe reſolutions to Chalk Farm; it was s intended a 
to meet in a room in Tottenham Court Road, but it was thought 
to be too ſmall, and he deſired him to return as ſoon 8 1 
ing was over. | 

Q. Did he read them . 

A. He did to Pearce and another man in che room. 

Q. Did he ſay any thing about them ? 3 

A. Mr. Pearce, when he came back, ſaid che reſolutions were 

agreed to. f 

Q. Did Martin ſay any thing reſpecting them? 5 

A. He ſaid he chr wrote the reſolutions for Chalk Farm, and 
that he had put plenty of Kian- pepper in them, and if they would 
follow his advice there would be plenty of warm work. 


| Croſs-Examined by Mr. TookE. TY l "= 

Q. Do you know Mr. Gay? | | A 

A. Yes, Sir; perfectly well, | 
L. Do you know where Mr. Gay lives, or did live? 

A. I cannot recollect, but I believe it is ſomewhere about St. 
ames's. | 5 Ty | | 
E Have you not ſaid it is Duke-ſtreet, St. James's ? 

A. I am fore I have not ſaid fo E but that I 8 
$0. 


. What made you believe ſo ? 
A. I have often heard him talk that he lived ſomewhere near 
St. ames's. . . | " RF 
W hat is Mr. Gey? | - 
A. Heis inthe perfumery buſineſs. | 
Mr. Toote. My Lord, I beg pardon for atking queſtions ſo 
ſeemingly” unimportant, but I underſtand, from good authority, 
that Mr. Attorney General, when I. was not preſent, pledged 
himſelf that this was the Mr. Gay I had nominated to be a mem 
| ber of the Society for Conſtitutional Information; perhaps 
your Lordſhips may recollect it ſtamped a prejudice upon me, it 
was in all the public papers, and I don't find, that that circum- 
ſtance is now brought forward. It is not imprudent, in a ſerĩ- 
ous Court, to hear a ſhort ſtory when it is properly introduced. 
There is one Nicholas Gay, E Eig. a ntleman it is well known, 
whoſe cuſtom it is to travel all over W Lues 1 gentleman's 
name is Nicholas, and he was nominated by me as a member of 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and I believe that will 3 
afford a ſtrong concluſion it is not the perſon here ſpoken of. Mr. A 
Nicholas Gay did dine about a year ago, at the Society for 
eee Information; he was then talking of going to 
Ruſſia, where I believe he is at preſent. 
Mr. Law. Has this any reference to the examination? 3 * 
5 . org +: 8 
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Ina Profdent. - To be ſure it has no reference to the &xa- ; 


mination, and therefore if you inſiſt upon it, 1 muſt deſire 1 oh 
Tooke to refrain. 


Mr. Gibbs. There has been given in evidence ſomething of 
a Mr. Gay, who was mentioned in a letter. 

Mr. Toazke. Mr. Evans, do you know whether there exiſts 
a man of the name of Nicholas Gay ? 

A. His name is Richard Gay, that I know. 
G N. Did you ever hear there was ſuch a man as Mr, Nicholas 
ay ? 5 | 

w No. | 
Q. Do you. know, whether this Richard uy ever ſpends his 
time in travelling abroad ? 
A. No, that J cannot tell; I never heat] it. 

Did you ever hear he had been, or intended to go to 

Ruika 4 

A. N o; I did not. 

Q. Did you ever hear he had dined. with the * Conſtitutional 
Society? 

4. cannot "= Kir. 

2. Perhaps you have never heard of Mr. Nicholas Gay? 

A. I never heard the name mentioned. 

Q. You know Mr. Richard Gay? 

A. I have ſeen him ſeveral times. 

Q. Then you may have heard him talking of a diozerof the 
Society, he being a member? 

A. He was belonging to ſome ſociety with Mr. Martin---I 
believe he was a kind ot meſſenger. 

Q Did you ever hear him or any body talking of his dining 
at the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 

A. No; 1 never did. 

Did you ever hear, or did any perſon ever hear this Mr. 
Richard Gay talking of his travelling. 

A. N . 

Q. Did you ever hear him ſay, a ſtrange accident happened to 
him, namely, upon his talking of travelling ſomewhere, a ſpy or 
informer, hearing the converſation, went about and enquired 
Where that gentleman was going; upon which ſome perſon 
anſwered, upon my honour he is going much farther than 1 dare 
to ſay.---Y ou have not heard that ? 

A. No, Sir. 

Mr. Law. Doyou know W DTS, Rn Gay lives ? 

A. Somewhere about St. James's. 

. (To Mr. Malter, fhewing him a fer.) Look at that 


| . As you know Mr. Martin's ne 
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Q. Did you ever ſee him write? 3 


A. I have; and I believe this to be his hand-writing, © © 
lead by the Clerk of the Court.) © ; 


« At a general meeting of the London Correſponding Society, 


held at , on Monday, the 14th day of April, 1794. 

rl Citizen , in the Chair. 5 
Reſolved, That all ſovereign, legiſlative, and judicial 
powers are the rights of the people; and though the people 
have delegated thoſe their original powers to others, in truſt, for 


the benefit of the community, yet the rights themſelves are re- 
ſerved by the people, and cannot be abſolutely parted with b 
the people to thoſe perſons who are employed to conduct the 


buſineſs of the ſtate. | 


% Reſolved, That the Conſtitution of Enzland is held by the | 


King, Lords, and Commons, and other officers appointed 


the people, in truſt, for the benefit of the people; and thou 


theſe truſtees may regulate and improve the conſtitution, yet they 


cannot alter or ſubvert-it without committing treaſon againſt the 
nation. | 155 | SR 


«© Reſolved, That Magna Charta, or, the Great Charter of 
the Liberties of England, made in the reign of King John; the 


Petition of Rights, aſſented to by Parliament in the reign of 


King Charles the Firſt; and the feveral laws made at and in 
conſequence of the Glorious Revolution, in the year 1688, are 
declaratory of thoſe parts of the conſtitution of England, which 
are in and by them reſpectively declared. | 

* Reſolved, That the office of King of England, was not 


inſtituted by the people merely as an offige of profit and honour 
to the King; but he was ſo appointed as chief truſtee, and 


guardian of the Conſtitution and Rights of the People ; and 


that important and laborious perſonal duties are annexed to the 
regal office, the objects of which are, to promote the good of 


the people, and preſerve their rights in full vigour from innovation 


and corruption. 


% Reſolved, That it is the duty of the King to preſerve the 


Conſtitution of England and the Rights of the People againſt 


every encroachment; and, in order to enforce that duty, the 


following oath is required to be taken by every King on his 


acceſſion to the throne of Great-Britain ; to wit, The Archbi- 
ſhop or Biſhop ſhall ſay . Will you ſolemnly promiſe and iwear 


to govern the people of this Kingdom of England, and the domi- 


So 
- "I 


nions thereunto belonging, according to the ſtatutes in Parlia- 


ments? Anfwer, © ] will,” 


ment agreed on, and the laws and cuſtoms of the ſame? if 
The King or Queen ſhall ſay, I ſolemnly pronounce ſo 
to do.” Archbiſhop or Biſhop—* Will you to JO power 

your judg= 


cauſe law and juſtice in merey to be executed in a 


 .__ a; 
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% After this, the King or Queen, laying his or her hand on 


the holy goſpel, ſhall fay, « The things which 1 have before 


hall kiſs the book. 


Promiſed I will perform and keep; ſo help me God: and then 
„ Reſolved, That his preſent Majeſty King George che 
Third, on his acceſſion to the throne of theſe realms, did 


ſolemnly take the ſaid cath. 


.. * Reſolved, That the Conſtitutional Rights of the people 
have been violated, and that it is the duty of the people, in the 


preſent criſis, . to aſſemble and enquire into the innovations or 


infringements which have been made upon the rights of the 


view the {ame object as themlſelyes. 


. people, and how far the declarations of the Conſtitution, as 
Pe were ſettled at the aforeſaid revolution, remain in force, 


which of them have been violated, and by whom; and alſo 


Whether ſuch innovations, infringements, or violations, have 
been committed from the negligence or corruption of thoſe who 


have been truſted with the government of the ſtate. 
* Reſolved, That this ſociety do invite the people to meet in 


their reſpective neighbourhoods, to elect one or more perſon or 


perſons” as delegates, to meet in a convention, to be held on 


the —— day of -—— next, at ſuch place as ſhall be appointed 


by the. Secret Committee of this Society, and that the dele- 


ates elected do forthwith tranſmit to the ſecretary of this ſociety, 
No. 9, Piccadilly, London, the vouchers of their ſeveral elec- 
* in order that the place of meeting may be duly notified to 
8 em. \ 5 : 
KReſolved, That it is the right and bounden duty of the peo- 
ple to puniſh all traitors againſt the nation, and that the follow- 
ing words are now not a part of the oath of allegiance ;. to wit, 


4 1 declare t is not lawful, upon any pretence whatever, to take 


arms againſt the King.*” 3 5 3 
Q. (4% Lauzun, fiewing him a ſiaſier.) Where did you get 


that ? . 


Al found it in Mr. Hardy's houſe. | 
= ( (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) iy 
« At a general meeting of the London Correſponding Society, 
held on the Green, at Chalk Farm, on Monday the 14th 
of April, 1994; J. Lovett, in the Chair : The following 


letters were read: 55 
„To the Chairman of the Society of the Friends of the 
5 . % a oo 

„ © on : 


T2 criſis ſo important as the preſent, there needs no apo- | 
logy on the part of the London Correſponding Society, for 
addrefling itſelf to all other aſſociated ſocieties, who have in 

5 8 IS - 


are not wanting to ſhew the importance and abſolute neceſſity 
of a full and fair Repreſentation of the people of Great- Britain. 
They have inveſtigated the ſubject for themſelves; they have 


expoſed to the world a ſeries of plain and indiſputable facts, 


which muſt excite in the mind of every man well diſpoſed to his 


country, apprehenſions of alarm for the ſecurity of the few 
remaining veſtiges of liberty, from which, as Britons, we _ 


derive conſolation. e We 
«© Deeply impreſſed with conſiderations of this nature, the 


London Correſponding Society earneſtly ſolicits, at this time, 
the concurrence and aſſiſtance of the Society of the Friends 


of the People, in aſſembling, as ſpeedily as the nature 
of the buſineſs will admit, a convention of the Friends of 
Freedom, for the purpoſe of obtaining, in a legal and conſtitu- 
tional method, a full and effectual Repreſentation. ' * 5755 

Our requeſt is not made from the impreſſions of the mo- 


ment, but after the matureſt deliberations on the value and im- 


portance of the object for which we are contending, and of the 
difficulties we may expect from thoſe whole preſent intereſts 
render them hoſtile to the welfare of their country. 


„The oppofſition of ſuch perſons is no ſmall argument for 


the goodneſs of our cauſe; and their late conduct, when com- 
pared with their former profeſſions, exhibits a depravity, unpa- 
_ ralleled, we truſt, on the page of hiſtory. | Yo 

Under the auſpices of apoſtate reformers, we have lately 
beheld ſerious and alarming encroachments on the liberties of 


the people. lg rs. | 
„We have ſeen, with indignation and horror, men legally 


and peaceably aſſembled, diſperſed by unconſtitutional powers, | 


and their papers ſeized. 


We have ſeen ſome of our moſt virtuous brethren, whoſe 


only crime has been an imitation of Mr. Pitt, and his aſſociates, 
ſentenced to fourteen years tranſportation, without the ſanction 


of law or even of precedent, of which number, one was held 


up in the Britiſh Parliament, as convicted and condemned, before 
he was even put upon has trial. DE: 8 OE 

« The inſiduous attempts alſo to introduce foreign troops into 
this country, without the conſent of Parliament, and the mtended 


bill to embody foreigners into his Majeſty's ſervice, are meaſures - 


ſufficiently calculated to awaken our fears for the exiſtence even 
of the name of liberty. Nor can we overlook that part of the 
preſent ſyſtem of corruptian which maintains, out of the public 
plunder, a train of ſpies, more dangerous to ſociety than fo 


many aſſaſſins, whoſe avowed buſineſs is to deſtroy the 


friends of the country, one by one. 
| 4 X X Ex 7 Theſe 
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is every partial Repreſentation of the people, call for the ſtrenu- 
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dom: Have not all the riots, all the public diſturbances, all 
the ſeditious aſſemblies, been excited by the enemies to Reform? 


ſome parts of Britain, and attempted in others? 
If ſuch is the determination of thoſe perſons hoſtile to a 


not draw. back becauſe they have ſeen ſome of their beſt friends 
- doomed to exile. _ They will purſue the courſe in which they 


ciety of the Friends of 
object which involves the deareſt intereſts of ſociety. 


| Joo Rep reſentation of the Peoſile of Greut- Britain. 


* | 
* 


N 
* 


ON Theſe are grievances which demand immediate redreſs, and 
when added to thoſe evils which are neceſſarily connected with 


ous exertions of every lover of his country. WT 
_ * Butwe are told that the preſent is not the time for Reform, 
and that innovation may introduce diſturbance. - Are thoſe per- 
ſons to judge of the proper time to make a Reform, who exiſt 
only by corruption? Are the people of Britain to endure every 
thing without repining ; without anon) ſeeking a radical 
Reform, becauſe diſturbances may happen? Have the enemies 
to reform told us whence theſe diſturbances are to originate ? 
Has a ſingle overt act been committed by the Friends to Free- 


And do they mean to tell us, that they will ſtill find other inſtru- 
ments for their wicked deſigns; that they have yet thoſe who 
will act over again the outrages that have been perpetrated in 


fair Repreſentation, let them look to the conſequences, but let 


them recollect that it has happened, and may happen again, that 
thoſe who kindled the flames have periſhed by them. 


„ The Friends to Reform are friends to peace, their prin- 
Ciples can be promoted only by peaceable means, they know: of 
no other method of obtaining the object they deſire. But — 
will not be alarmed by the threats of venal apoſtates, they will 


have begun, and turn neither to the right or to the left. 


„Convinced, as the London Correſponding Society is, that 


as there is no power which ought, ſo there is no power which 


can finally withſtand the juſt and e demands of a people 
0 


reſolved to be free; they will therefore look with confidence to 
the determination, and ps hope to the co-operation of the So- 
1e People, in the attainment of an 


«© Convinced alſo, that their intentions are of the pureſt kind, 
they will never ſtoop to anſwer the calumnies of their'enemies ; 
but will at all times, and in all circumſtances, endeavour, by 
firmneſs and perſeverance, to deſerve the countenance and ap- 
probation of the beſt friends of their country, the friends , a 

Jam, Sir, | 


Fo 1 For the London Correſponding Society, 


April 4.1794 * Tromas Haxvy, Secretary.” 
+ IAN Te -Þ 


Fd 


. , « Committee-Rooms, Frith-ſtreet, April 11, 1794. 
a hf Vs agar 4p 8 
« Your letter of the 4th inſtant, addreſſed to Mr. Sheridan, 
Chairman of the Friends of the People, was laid before that 
ſociety at their meeting, on Saturday laſt : and they inſtructed 
their Committee to thank the London Coy Society for 
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their communication, and to expreſs the alarm they feel, in com 
mon with every friend of liberty, at the late extraordinary pro- 
ceedings of government, ſo wy detailed, and ſo juſtly repro- 
bated by your ſociety. They affure you, that all the Friends of 
Reform may look with confidence to the determination of co- 
operation of this ſociety in every peaceable and conſtitutional . 
meaſure, which ſhall appear to them calculated to promote the 
object of their inſtitution ; but 3 do not think that which is 
recommended in your letter, is likely to ſerve its profeſſed 
purpoſe. They fear it will furniſh the enemies of Reform with 
the means of calumniating its advocates, and ſo far from for- 
warding the cauſe, will deter many from countenancing that 
which they approve. For theſe reaſons, the Friends of the 
People muſt deeline to ſend delegates to the convention propoſed 
by the London Correſponding Society :—At the ſame time, they 
renew their aſſurances of good will and defire of preſerving a 
proper underſtanding and cordiality among all the Friends of Par- 
liamentary Reform, notwithſtanding any difference of opinion 
that may occur as to the beſt method of accompliſhing it. 
„In name, and by order of the Committee, 
2 (Signed) *' W. BrEeToN, Chairman. 
« To Mr. T. Hardy, Secretary to the 
London Correſponding Society.” 1 5 g 
„The following Reſolutions were then paſſed unanimouſly: 
„KReſolved unanimouſly, I. That this ſociety have beheld, 
with riſing indignation, proportioned to the enormity of the evil, 
the late rapid advances of deſpotiſm in Britain; the invaſion of 
public wars ; the contempt of popular opinion ; and the 
violation of all thoſe proviſions of the conſtitution intended to 
protect the people againſt the encroachments of power and pre- 
rogative. e | 
«© TI. That our abhorrence and deteſtation have been parti- 
cularly called forth by the late arbitrary and flagitious proceed - 
ings of the Court of Juſticiary in Scotnd! where all the doc- 
trines and practices of the Star Chamber, in the times of Charles 
the Firſt, have been revived and aggravated; and where ſen - 
tences have been pronounced, in open violation of all law and 
juſtice, which muſt ſtrike deep into the heart of every man, the 
melancholy conviction that Britons are no longer free. 
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| « III. That hs whole proceedin of the late Britiſh Con- 


vention of the people at Edinburgh, are ſuch as claim our 


approbation and applauſe. 


„% IV. That the conduct of Citizens Margarot and Gerald, 
in particular, by its ſtrict conformity. with our wiſhes and 


inſtructions, and the ability, firmneſs, and diſintereſted patriot- 


iſm which it ſo eminently diſplayed, has inſpired an enthuſiaſm 
of zeal and attachment which no time can obliterate, and no 
perſecution remove; and that we will preſerve their names 
engraven on our hearts, till we have an opportunity to redreſs 
their wrongs. 1 1 he 5 

% V. That any attempt to violate thoſe yet remaining laws, 


which were intended for the ſecurity of Engliſhmen againſt the. 


tony of Courts and Miniſters, and the corruption of depen- 
dent Judges, by veſting in ſuch Judges a legiſlative or arbitrary 
power (ſuch as has lately been exerciſed by the Court of Juſti- 
clary in Scotland) ought to be conſidered as diſſolving entirely 


the ſocial compact between the Engliſh nation and their gover- 


* 
> 


nors; and driving them to an immediate appeal to that incon- 


trovertible maxim of eternal juſtice, that the ſafety of the 
feeofele is the Sufreme, and in caſes of neceſſity, the only lav. 


„VI. That the arming and diſciplining in this country, either 
with or without the conſent of Parliament, any bands of emi- 


| aj and foreigners, driven from their own country for their 
known attachment to an famous deſſiotiſm, is an outrageous 


attempt to overawe and intimidate the free ſpirit of Britons ; to 
ſubjugate them to an army of mercenary cut-throats, whoſe 
views and intereſt muſt of neceflity be in direct oppoſition to 
thoſe of the nation, and that no pretence whatever ought to 


induce the people to ſubmit to ſo unconſtitutional a meaſure. 


VII. That the unconſtitutional project of raiſing money 


andtroops by forced benevolences (and no benevolences collected 
upon requiſition from the King or his Miniſters can ever in 


reality be voluntary) and the equally unjuſtifiable meaſures of 


arming one part of the people againſt the other, brought 


his poſterity from the throne ; and that conſequently miniſters 
in adviſing ſuch meatures, ought to conſider whether they are 
not guilty of high treaſon. | | 


Charles the Firſt to the block, and drove James the Second and 


„ VIII. That this ſockets have beheld with confiderable 


pleaſure the conſiſtent reſpect which the Houſe of Lords diſ- 
played for their own conſtitutional rules and orders, on the 4th 
of the preſent month, upon the motion of Earl Stanhope, con- 
cerning the interference of miniſters in the internal government 


of France; and that it is the fim conviction of this ſociety, that 


chis circumſtance, when properly detailed, will have a conſider- 


* 


2 


ceeding (we will n 
Juſticiary. | | | | 
«© We know not which moſt deſerves our admiration, the 
ſplendid talents with which you are ſo eminently diſtinguithed ; 
the exalted virtues by which they have been directed; the per- 
ſeverance and undaunted firmneis which you ſo nobly diſplayed 
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able in convincing the country at large, of the true dig- 
nity and utility of that branch of his Majeſty's Parliament. 
IX. That the thanks of this meeting be given to Earl 

Stanhope, for his manly and patriotic conduct during the preſent 


ſeſſion of Parliament; a conduct which (unſupported as it has 


been in the ſenate, of which he is ſo truly honourable a mem- 


ber) has, together with the timely interference of certain ſpirited : 


and patriotic aſſociations, been nevertheleſs already productive 


of the ſalutary effect of chafing the Heſſian and Hanoverian 


mercenaries from our coaſts; who, but for theſe exertions, 


might have been marched perhaps, ere this, into the very heart 
of the country, together with others of their'countrymen, to 
have peopled the Barracks, which everywhere inſult the eyes 


of Britons. | 
„ KX. That it is the firm conviction of this ſociety, that a 


ſteady perſeverance in the ſame bold and energetic ſentiments, - 
which have lately been avowed by the Friends of Freedom, 


cannot fail of crowning, with ultimate triumph, the virtuous 
cauſe in which we are engaged, ſince whatever may be the 


intereſted opinion of P ſenators, or packed majorities of 
Hretended repreſentatives ; trut! 


and liberty, in an age fo enlight- 

ened as the preſent, muſt be invincible and omnipotent.“ 

« This ſociety having already addreſſed M. Margarot, their 
delegate, an addreſs to Joſeph Gerald was read as follows, 


and carried unanimouſly. | 


„ To Joſeph Gerald, a priſoner, ſentenced by the High Court 
of Juſticiary of Scotland, to tranſportation beyond the 


ſeas, for fourteen year s. N 
„We behold in you, our beloved and reſpected friend and 


fellow-citizen, a martyr to the glorious cauſe of equal repre- 


ſentation, and we cannot permit you to leave this degraded coun- 


try without expreſſing the infinite obligations the people at large, 


and we in particular, owe to you for your very ſpirited exertions » 
in that cauſe upon every occaſion; but upon none more 
conſpicuouſly than during the fitting of the Britiſh Con- 
vention of the people at Edinburgh, and the conſequent pro- 
ot call it trial) at the bar of the Court f 


in reſiſting the wrongs of your inſulted and oppreſſed country ; 


— 


— 


-_ 


or your preſent manly and philoſophical ſuffering under an ar- 
| bitrary, and till of late unprecedented ſentence : a ſentence one 

of the moſt vindictive and cruel that has been pronounced ſince 
. the days of that moſt infamous and ag. of 


— ye. vr 


Fas! 
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8 Chamber, the enormous tyranny of which coſt the firſt 
* Charles bis head. */..: 22 «5a 


Jo you and to your aſſociates we feel ourſelves moſt deeply 
' indebted. For us it is, that you are ſuffering the ſentence of 
traniportation with telons, the vileſt outcaſts of Society]! For us 
it is, chat you are doomed to the inhoſpitable ſhores of New 
Holland; where, however, we! doubt not you will experience 
conſiderable alleviation by the remembrance of that virtuous con- 
duct for which it is impoſed on you, and by the ſincere regard 
and eſteem of your fellow-citizens „ 
The equal laws of this country have, for ages paſt, been 

the boaſt of its inhabitants: But whither are they now fled ? 
Me are animated by the ſame ſentiments, are daily repeating the 
fame words, and committing the ſame actions for which you are 
thus infamouſly ſentenced ; and we will repeat and commit them 
until we have obtained redreſs ; yet we are unpuniſhed ! either, 
therefore, the law is unjuſt towards you in inflicting puniſhment 

on the exertions of Virtue and Talents, or it ought not to de- 
prive us of our ſhare in the Glory of the Martyrdom. 
„We again, therefore, pledge ourſelves to you and to our 
country, never to ceaſe demanding our Rights for thoſe who 
have uſurped them, until having obtained an. equal repreſentation 
of the people, we ſhall be enabled to hail you once more with 
triumph to your native country. We wiſh you health and hap- 
pineſs; and be aſſured we never, never ſhall forget your name, 
your virtues, nor your Great Example. | {1 9 

The. London Correſponding Society, 
5 | „% JOHN LovETT, Chairman, 
q 1 « TRhOMASs HARD, Secretary. 
6 The 14th of April, 1794.) * e 

« [t was 705 unanimouſly reſolved, e 
% That the Committee of Correſpondence be directed to 
convey the approbation of this Society.— I. To Archibald 
Hamilton Rowan, priſoner in the Newgate of the city of Dub- 
lin, for his unſhaken attachment to the people, and his ſpirited 


aſſertion of their rights. e 
II. To John Philpot Curran, for his admirable and energe- 
tic defence of A. H. Rowan, and the principles of Liberty, as 
well as for his patriotic conduct in Parliament. 20 268 
III. To the Society of United Iriſhmen in Dublin, and to 
exhort them to perſevere in their exertions to obtain juſtice for 
the people of Ireland. | „ 
* IV. To skirving, Palmer, and Muir, ee the ſame 
iniquitous ſentences, and in the ſame cauſe with our Delegates. 
V. To John Clark, and Alexander Reid, for their ſo 
readily and diſintereſtedly giving bail for our delegates, —_ gated 
| 5 % EE 
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hers ſolely by their attachment to ben uninfluenced Loy any 
perſonal conſideration. 

VI. To Adam Gillies, Malcolm Laing, and Tank Gib- 
ſon, for their able aſſiſtance given to Joſeph Gerald, at the bar 
of the High Court of Juſticiary at Edinburgh. 
„ VII. To felicitate Mr. Thomas Walker, of Mancheſter, 
and the people at large, on the. event of his, as well as ſeveral 

other late trials, on the developement of the infamy of a ſyſtem | 
of ſpies and informers. - | 
0 VIII. To Sir Joſeph Mawbey, for ils manly conduct at 
the late ſurreptitious meeting held at Epſom in Surrey. 

It was allo ids reſolved, - | 
That two hundred thouſand copies of the proceedings and 
| reſolutions of this e be printed and publiſhed. 
J. LoverTT, Chairman, 


| E. HARD x, Secretary. 
6 1 That the thanks of this meeting be given to 


the Chairman, for his — . and impartial conduct this day. 
| EF. HARDY, Secretary.“ 


Mr. Solicitor General. wa 2 reſolution of the gth of May, 
| 1794s of the Conſtitutional 2 , reſpecting a pamphlet. 
| Read by the Clerk of the Court. 72 y 
« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, - 
held at the Crown and Anchor, Strand, May gth, 1794; 
; preſent, Mr J. H. Tooke. 
„%% Read a pamphlet, containing certain proceedings of the 
London Correſponding Society, and of this Society. 
f «Reſolved, That two thouſand of the fame be printed by this 
8 
+" E To Maclean, laut un a paper.) Where did you 
find that ? | 
4. At Mr. Adams's. 
Mr. Solicitor General. It contains ha proceedings of the 2 5th ; 
of March, 1794, and of the 28th of March, 1794 ; therefore it 


may be neceſlary to be read ; it relates to the reſolution reſpect- 
ing an addreſs to Muir, Palmer, Skirving, and Margarot. 


(Read by the Clerk of the Court. 
6 Society for Conſtitutional Information, London, March, | 
| dn 1 
0 Reſolved, That an addreſs 24 vo to Meſſrs. Moir, Palmer, 
Margarot, and Skirving, by order of the Society. To the . 
Chairman of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
Mr. Erſcine. In that paper there is an account of the pro- 


ceedings at the Nee dinner of the Wy of "ONE which. 3 
Wl to be read. 


a 6 Read 


5 * * 
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* 
x 
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2 © (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
« After dinner the following ſentiments were given with un- 
9 "Y bounded applauſe. 
Equal Laws and Liberty. IE OE DS 
May Deſpots be trodden under the feet of the Swiniſti 
om mm © 1 
The Rights of Man and a free Conſtitution. 
The armies contending for Liberty. = | 
% Wiſdom, firmneſs, and unanimity to all the Patriotic So- 
cieties in Great Britain, and to the Friends of the reign of Peace 
N r 95 
4 A Citizen then roſe, and in a ſhort ſpeech thanked the So- 
ciety for its endeavours, and propoſed that Lord Stanhope's health 
ſhould be drank ; an amendment was propoſed, that inſtead of 
Lord Stanhope's health, Citizen Stanhope's health ſhould be 
drank, which was received with public applauſe. A member 
then ſaid he would propoſe, as a toaſt, that ſteady friend to Li- 
PF berty, John Horne Tooke. The chairman then gave a ſenti- 
| ment directly in oppoſition to that of Mr. Windham, Pro- 
ſperity to the Commerce and Manufactures of Great Britain.“ 
5 SHARPE, ſworn. Examined by Mr. Law. 
K 1 was a member of the C ee Soctery, be- 
eve; | | 95 
Sir. | 5555 
. Do you know about what time you was elected? 
A. I believe about two years and an half ago. 
. By whom was you propoled? 
A. I cannot recollect. 885 
Q. Will you have the goodneſs to try and recollect? 
A. I was told by the books Mr. Horne Tooke propoſed me. 
Mr. Tobe. It certainly was ſo. | 
Q You wasthen propoſed by Mr. Tooke ? 


" M- YeS. „ | OE 
. Did you continue to attend from the time of your election 
=_ :. 8 Ves, at different times. 
=: . Down to May, 1794? 
1 „„ 


Q. Do you recollect being preſent, on the 28th of March, 
1794, when a letter was received from the London Correſpond- 
| ing Society reſpecting the neceſſity of calling a Convention ef 
e people? | A 85 1 
A. Not having a memorandum of the dates, I find it a diffi- 
culty to ſpeak to them; but I remember ſomething of that fort. 
Do you know what your Society did upon that—did they 
- concur with them in the propoſed reſolution ? 5 
. No. | A. I believe 
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= leber hey Sine; 2 R 
Q. Was you preſent afterwards upon the A il, 1 A 
A. Be ſo ts to name what ee e 0 1 
Q. That was the time when five gentlemen came here as be. © 
n from the London Correſponding Society ?; 5 ara 
A. Yes, Sir; I was there. | OUTS 
L. Do you recollect the names of the five perſons that came? 
A. No, Sir; I never ſaw them before in my life. 
. Were there any other perſons appointed by the Conſtitu- 
tional Society to meet them in a Committee of Co-operation ? 
A. I don't know whether a Committee of N or 
Committee of Delegates, it was called. ; | 
Q. Was you one of the perſons propoſed * ? 
Fat Wo» 
By whom was s you appointed ? MTS og 
I think by Mr. Horne Tooke. | | 
You afterwards 1975 I believe? 
1 5 | 
you you propoſe any body 7 
0 
3 5 Tooke propoſed you to be a member? 
es. 
Was you preſent when the report of thoſe Delegates was 


IV 


8 


D 


Sg 


a 
"—_ 


I believe not, Sir. 
On the rith of April, 1794, was you preſent when the re- 
opts was made? | 
A. I believe not—T Jon? t remember, Sir. 
Q. Was you appointed one of the Committee af Conel. 
pondence? 
A. 1 was one of Delegation. 
Q. Appointed on that AI ? 0 | 
A. Yes, Sir. | 2 
Q. Was there beſide this a Comnnitine of Conant . 
A. That I know nothing at all of, Sir. 
Q. Was you a member of the Committee of Correſpondence ? 
A. That J cannot tell—I was one of the Committee or De- 


legation. 


Crofs-Examined by Mr. TookE. 

Q The gentlemen who 52 called you as a witneſs, appear 

to have as good an opinion of you as I have—It is ſaid I nomi- 
nated you to ſome delegation, 5 you think 1 did it becauſe I had | 
a ond opinion of you! : | —_— 
„C K on. : a | 
2 I believe you have often 13 me ſpeak my ſentiments 
| Yy LS upon 


Wie fe F ry u was chiefly employed in reading an 
d, 
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upon the Aiffererent ſubjeQs that have ny been N in 


Ra 7 
A. Ves, Sir. | Fi | | 
2. I fancy you may or may md at a time or e have 
beard _ ſay on rather be nn "y St. Fames's than St. 
lles's? 
A. Yes; that I remember perfectly well. 
2. I fancy you have often been at ny houſe ? 
A. Yes; I have. 
Q. 1 believe our acquaintance firſt began with a wiſh [ had, 
that you ſhould teach my e to wr a” ? 
. Yes, Sir. 
L. I believe you have officiated in 11 way:! ? 
A. Yes; I have. | 
oF; i have been very conſtantly in the houſe in ſummer 
time! ä 
A. Ves; I have. 
Have you worked there? 4 
Yes; I have worked there. | 
Poflibly you can tell in what manner. Ji lived | F-- 
Yes, Sir. - _ 
And how my family 1s governed 
Yes. 
Perhaps you can recollect my having a horſe 3 in the ſtable ? 
Jes, Sir. 8 
9 you ever recollect my riding out Wo bling 4 
es. 
How often? 
Only once, I believe, in the courſe <6 two years. 
Did you ever ſee me walk without-fide of my gates ? 
Yes; but not very often. | : 
How often? » 
Not above twice, as s 1 know. of. 
You can tell whether I had much Fam ge in the week ? 
Very little, in the week. | 
How was I generally employed * FEY 
In the morning in the garden and looking 0 over your 
writing, as 
with a view to Tome work you was about ; and in 


d 


1 ſuppo 


the evening you ſometimes played at whiſt. | | 
2. Do you recollect at any time m receiving an anonymous 
letter from Ireland, encloſing a letter from Mr. Paine * ? 
A. Yes; I do. | 
Q W hat did I do with that letter ? : 
A. You put it into n 


Q. Was 
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Q. Was the lattes opened from Mr. Paine? 
A. No; it being an anonymous letter you told me to wit- 
neſs you put it into the fire, without opening it. 
Can you recollect on the 15th of TT the 0 before T- 
was apprehended, where 78 dincd e SAM wn 
A. Yes, Sir. 2 1 
. 7 Where? 
A. In Spital Square. | 
Can you recallac: any y particular circumſtance that hap 
pened there? 
A. At the dinner ? 
Q. At the dinner. 
e 
Q. What was it? 
A. There was a converſation about a letter intercepted from 


Mr. GI 


in 2 life 
A. There was one intercepted; I don't know that you e ever 
ad; you ſaid you had nor. 
L. Do you know Thad? 
4 No, Sir. 
7 Do you know I ever wrote to him? 


A. You are very backward in writing ; I ſuppoſe you did 


** know that Lever received a letter from Mr. Joys 


not. 

Q. Do you recollect what was the ſubject of that letter ? | 

A. Yes, I do; it alluded to the red book, the Court Calen- 
dar there were to be ſome extracts made of the ſinecure places 
and penſions that Mr. Pitt and his family received from the 
public; and Mr. Joyce called upon me the day upon which 
Mr. Hardy was taken up, and deſired you to be ready at Spital- 
fields, on Thurſday next. | 

0. Do you remember the ſtory being mentioned a at the dinner, | 
and very much laughed at? 

A. It was | 

0. Do you remember one . in the letter was,“ « Is it 
poſſible to be ready by Thurſday? ? | 

A. I recollect there was ſome ſuch paſſage talked of. 

Do you remember the interception of this letter being 
talked of, and that the reaſon was, becauſe it contained the hor- 
rible plot of collecting from the Court Calendar a liſt of the 
3 and penſions enjoyed by Mr. Pitt and his family ©. 

Mr. Tobe. J aſk chat queſtion now, becauſe 1 believe i it was 
for that plot ] was apprehended the next day. If the letter is in 
Court, haye I a gat to aſk for the ears: of it? Eo, 

* y = Lord 


*% * 


i 
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Lord Pręſident. If chere is any letter in the Wa of ths 
officers of the Crown, that appears to be neceſſary for your de- 
fence, to be ſure ou may call upon them to produce it. | 

Mr. Tooke. My Lord; I mean for the croſs-examination. 

Lord Prefident. Is it the letter e to be intercepted ? 

Mr. Tooke. 'Yes, My Lord. 

Lord Preſident. Certainly you may. 

Mr. Tooke. It is a letter that I am informed was ed 
from Mr. Joyce to me I am informed from pretty good autho- 


| rity it was intercepted ; it ſhould have come by the poſt to me, 


on the. Wedneſday previous to my apprehenſion ; it was pro- 
duced before the Privy Council, and made the ſubject of a 
ſevere examination, _ the ſubject of great alarm, for that rea- 
ſon, for the purpoſe of this ORR, I with to have 
at produced. 


(The letter fhewn to Mr. Sharpe) 


Mr. Tooke. Did Mr. Sharpe ever ſee that letter before? 

A. T never ſaw it before, I was only told of it. . 

Q. In the Privy Council, was you examined to the ſubject of 
that letter ? 

A. No, Sir. 

Q. Was any queſtions aſked relative to that letter ? 

A. No, Sir; the ſubject of it confirms what Mr. ie ſaid 


to me. 


Mr. Law. | Whoſe hand-writing is it? 

A, I am not acquainted with Mr. Joy yce's hand-writing. 

Q. Whoſe do you believe it to be! 

A. By what Mr. Joyce ſaid to me, I ſhould ren it to be 
his writing. 

. Did you ever ſee Mr. Joyce write? 

A. I have ſeen him write, but am not acquainted with his 
hand at all. | 

Mr. Tooke. Was you not ſometimes preſent at the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information when I was there ? 

A. Yes, often. | 

Have you often gone with me from Wimbledon to the 

"Coniitutional Society, in my chaiſe ? 

4. Yes, Sir, 

Q. At what time did 15 uſually leave it? | 

A. At the time of the Scotch Convention was ſpoken of we 
2 early ; you did not like that matter to be talked of in the 
ocie . | 

Q Fs as what time did we uſually go boine? 


A. Sometimes at then o\clock, ſometimes earlier, ES 
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(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) © 
* Addreſſed ta J. H. Tooke, Eiq. Wimbledon. No date. 
e [TIZEN, | 


«© This morning a fix o'clock, Ci itizen Hardy was taken away 
by an order from the Secretary of State's office, they ſeized 


get ready by Thurſday ? en 
. 
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every thing they could lay hands on—Query—lIs it poſſible to 


Mr. Tooke. Does Mr. Sharpe 8 from converſation with 


Joyce, what it was that I was to be ready with? _ 

A. It was extracts from the red book, of the places a emo- 
kc enjoyed by Mr. Pitt and his family, derived from the 
public. 

Lord Preſident. Who was to make thoſe extracts 7 

Mr. Tooke. I was, my Lord. 

Witneſs. Mr. Tooke was to make the ent | 

L. In your paſſage to Spral Square, did you ſee any light 
horle * 

A. Yes, Sir; I was told they were palling, and I ſaw the laſt 
paſſing the window. 

Q. Had you any reaſon to ſuppoſe thoſe light horſe were ſent 
in conſequence of the interception of this letter, about this hor- 
rid treaſon? | 

4 es I bare. 

. What reaſon? 5 

A. A perſon came to me war ſaid, the light Hogs were there, 
and I aſked a military gentleman, who told me there were orders 
given the night before for them to be there. 


Mr. Law. My Lord, this is in no ſhape evidence as to the 


circumſtance of the letter. 

Mr. Tote. Does Mr. Sharpe know, of his own no 
that for two years paſt I was always deſirous nothing ſhould be 
done at the ſociety—that nothing important ſhould be done? 

A. No, I cannot tell. 


Q. Does he know, of his own knowledge, J was deſirous of 1 


very long adjournments. | 

A. Yes; I heard perſons complain againſt the long adjourn- 
ments, and I underſtood you to be the perſon complained of. 

. Thi you know I withed to be much at home: 

A. You always expreſſed a with to live only in your N 
Did you ever hear me wiſh for an act of Parliament to 

make it death for me to go out of my gates? 


A, Yes, I have heard you 6p you withed to be motif 


in your own houſe. 
Li. Being a member of the Conſtitutional Sockery; did you 
hoe there ? 


A. Ves, 
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Q. Do you remember any fans 5 

A. No; no ſecrets. 

. Were N or any ee chat choſe, permitted to 
dine there ? = ; 

= X88. - 

Q. Have you read ha report of the Secret Commitces of the 
two Houſes of Parliament? | 

A. No, Sir. 1 | - 

C. Did you ever hear or 8 of tranſactions of Societies i in 
the country, or of letters from them to the Societies in London: 

No, 

Q. Did you ever know of any el de of that Society to 


which you belonged ? | - 


A. No. 
L. Do you know of any other en swing themſelves the 
e 3 to read them ? | 

A. No, Sir; I do not. 

Q. Have I ever, when I have RR the Society early, Poke 
to you, or to others in your hearing, to requeſt them to ob- 
125 10 adjournment of the e when I could not * my- 
7 F708 | cannot be poſitive; but I remember fomething of that 
Ort. 

Q. Were all the members of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information, at leaſt when you met them, of the ſame opinion? 

„V•fͤ ir. 

Q. Did they frequently debate and contradict each other ? 

3696 X09; Sir. 85 

2 Do you remember any thing like a Secret Committee ever 
being appointed? 

A, No, Sir; never. 

. Do you, of your own knowledge, recollect any correſ. 
pondence being carried on? - 

A. I remember hearing a joke about that. 

Q. Did you ever hear of arming in Scotland ? 

1 

Q. Do you remember Comte xx Correſpondence being 
frequently appointed "2 | 1 
Les. 5 3% 103 1 
Q. Doyou remember theit meeting 3 | | 
; I do not. 

Q. You was one of the Committee of e e, I be⸗ | 
eve Do you remember when you was nominated by me to 


be of the Committee of Correſpondence, whether any reaſon. | 


was given BPINE + 4 | 
5 1 4. 1 underſtood 
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4. I . you had a good opinion of ww: 


Q. Do you recollect what my hone were, nen to uni- 
verfal or x ? 


A. O you was againſt it, Sir. : 
Mr. Ve Is it not hard upon me to be compelled to ex- 
amine to theſe facts, as if I thought them to be crimes, I think 

they are not. I put the facts upon myſelf, that I may not 

have to encounter the abilities of the Attorney and Solicitor. Ge- 
anal think them no crimes, though I differ i in opinion from 
them. 

Q. Have you ever heard me ſay any thing againſt the Con- == 
ſtitution of this country, as it is compoſed. of King, Lords and "mn 
Commons? 1 

A. Never; you always ſpoke for it. 

Q. Do you recollect whether I was for ſending Delegates o or 
not to the Britiſh Convention in Scotland? 

A. I cannot tell whether you did or not, when it was pro- 
poſed; [ came in late that night. 

Q. Do you recollect any diſpute upon that ſubject between me | 9 
* any body elſe ? | 4 
| hat I cannot remember. | 

4. Die you at any time, in the year 1793, receive letters full 
of enquiry \ whether I was bribed or penſioned by the Court or 
not! 

A. I W 20 letters from the country, deſiring to know from 
m_ whether reports were true that you was bribed and penſioned 

by the Court. 

2. Do you know what was the reaſon of that report ? 

A. It was on account of your oppoling the N of the 
Scotch Convention. > 

Do you recollect a letter which I wrote for a ſubſcripiibn 
for Mr. Sinclair ? 

A. I don't remember that. 

Q. Can you remember whether I diſtinguiſhed bers aſſiſt- 
ing a man to do a thing, and aſſiſting him after he had Go what 
I difliked, becauſe he was unfortunate ? . 

A. That I remember very well. 
. You havedinedat my houſe ſometimes on a Sunday | ? 
nir; 1 have. 
. What was my cuftom in regard to Sunday ? | 
Why, your employments, I believe, were as uſual, except 
yo ur having friends to dinner. F 
Q. Had 1 always friends with me on a Sunday to dine? I 
A. Yes; generally. _ 7 AM 


FI KO! 
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Q. What time did they come? . | 
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A. Between two and four. | 
Q. And what time did they go! ? 
A. About fix. ſeven. or eight o clock. 
. ox all the converiation open and public 55 


7 Did 3 of my fi nods bring any body they pleaſed, whe- 


ther I knew them or not ? 


- 2; Same did... - - | 
'Q. Was there wy dangerous or improper converſation, or 


any ſecret correſpondence paſs at my table? 


A. I don't remember any didit was the uſual general con- 
verſation that paſſed. 
. You have dined very often with numbers of perſons 2 


* 
Q Both with political perſons, and über that did not trouble 


their heads with politics? EY 


A. Yes; I did. | 
Q. Have you ever heard me lay, if chere was any troubles 
in this country, I ſhould OE] myſelſ to be one of the irt 


ä victims ? 


„ 
Q. Did I give any reaſon for it? 
A. Yes; becauſe you would oppoſe miſchievous characters. 
Q. Was it cans I have already oppoſed all parties? 
A. Yes, Sir; I remember your making uſe of a ſtrong ex- 
preſſion, that if you was execrated by all the world, what you 


_ conceived to be your duty you would do. 


Q. Do you recollect, Mr. ape, dining with me upon the 
2d May, 17047 | 

A. Ves, I do. 

. Can you recolle& what I rat in converſation ? 

A. No, 1 cannot; 1 only Setzt a Wyre or two, being at the 
bottom of the room. 

0: Did you hear, at the bottom of the room, that I gave my 


n to the N not to e the object of their 


cenſure * 

A. M194 not. 55 | 

Q. Do you remember 1 was elf pretty ſvercly a abuſed | 
about it? 

A. 1. only heard you had made an ariſtocratic ſpeech. 

Q. Was it a difficult matter to be admitted a member of the ; 
Society for Conſtitutional Information ? | 

A. No; a very eaſy matter. | 

85 Were many refuſed being e e Pe s 

ay Ho Ne: as far as 4 recollect. 


. jon HORNE. ö -* - lb | 
Q. Tas the courle of two HWA think you ſai, you) was a 


member? 

1 

Q. Was 1 remarkably diligent, or remarkably carlls about | 
the buſineſs of that ky ? + 

A. I thought you was careleſs. 

Q. Do you believe that the profeſſions I _ fs a reform i in 
the Houſe of Commons was a pretext, or Rk real ſentinienys 3 

A. Your real ſentiments. | . 

Q. Have you ſtrong reaſons to believe ſo? 

A. Yes; you ſaid every thing would be right if the Sende | 
Houſe of Parliament of Great Britain was reformed ace 
to the Revolution. 

2. Have you any reaſon to ſuppoſe I preferred the govern- 
ment of England to the government of France? l 
A. You had ſome ſtrong reaſons for preferring of 1 1 
7 80 don't know to what degree I — it? | 

o. | 
Was you ever taken into W 
Ves, Sir. 
By whom? | Bs 
By a perſon of the name of ————— _ e 
4 what authority? & 
By a warrant from the Secretary of State's Offce. 

hat for ? ig 
It was ſaid treaſonable ren 14 4 
Was you alone in cuſtody ? | ö | s 
Yes, ir. | 
What did you ſuppoſe to be the objec of the Society 6 * | 
Condimutiocal Information; 3 

A. A Parliamentary Reform. 

Q. Do you think they had any other object in views: | 

A. No; no other; 1 underſtood the name of the Society ex- 
preſſed its intent. 

2. Do you think any of the members intended to uſe force? 

A. No; I never ſaw any. 

Ge Had you any reaſon to oo "_ of the members in- 
tended it ? f 
A. Never. 
Q. Was force ever the ſubject of converſation of. any of os 
members ? 

A. Never. . 

You was, I halo, one of the Committee of Can 
pondence, and the Committee of Delegation? 


A. I really don't know there are ſo man names. 
F EX: N e ven 


- P ; f 8 


— 


/ 
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e 


. 
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— A. A Parliamentary Reform. 
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O. You were to co-operate with the members of the Conſi- 
tuional Society ? Fe 
A. Ves. 


L. For ſome creat end, as 1 ſee by the piper—ohat great 


2. Was there any other ? . 
A. No other. | 8 | 
Q. Did I ever attend thoſe in 
A. No; you was never there. 
Q. Do you remember at any time, any of thoſe alfociated 


members from the Societies of Norwich and Sheffield, and other 
places, attending at the Society for Conſtitutional Information? 


I don't remember don't recollect they ever attended— 
I paid very little attention to them. 
. Do you remember 100,000 copies bein ondentd. to be 


| diftributed among the Correſponding Societies in Great-Britain- 


: and Ireland ? 


A, L remember hearing of ſuch a nber. 

Did you ever ſee any of them ? 

No, Sir. 

_ you ever know they v were e printed? 
5 


How much do you think r00,000 copies of ſuch a paper 


Se NON 


. as this ( ewing a frapeer) printed full, would coſt ? 


A. I cannot gueſs. 


Q. I believe you have ome peculiar ideas —_— region 


| of your own? 


A. I have my own ideas. 6 
BY I don't want to enquire into them here. Did [you © ever 
hear me conſent to any attack made upon any eſtabli ment in 
this country, either religious or civil ? 
A. Never. 5 
Q. Have you not conſtantly heard n me 0 every eſtabliſh- | 
ment of this country againſt thoſe that oppoſed them 
- A. Yes; your object was a reformation in the Commons? 
Houſe of Parliament, and I ynderſtood you thought every A 5 
would be right if that could he done. 
Q. Did you ſuppoſe me a great bigot at that time to the 


| x Church of England, or any other ? 


A. No; I thought you had no religion at all. 
Q. Do you mean un by having no W at all, 1 had no pre- 


| ference ? 


4. Yes, 1 mean ſo; I thought you had no preference—yon 


left every one to N for 1 and was for freedom of 


bees 


2 : 4 ; A Q. Da 
3 * 5 n K 4 t ” : 
* 8 by 'S 


1 


. * 


EH 


2 Do you ſuppoſe I would eat little children without being 
, 
A. Certainly not. : 


@ Dovyou renende, Tai guinea ear 19 th Can 


tutional Society? '_ _ 
A. I believe you did know I did. 5 


L. If any thing beſides a guinea had been e. Ks 5 | 2 


you * thought yourſelf anſwerable? 

ER O. | | , ES Re 

2. If there was any action brought for the recovery of any 
thing further than one guinea, -ſhoull 

ſelf liable for it?! 2 
A. No, Sir. a 


* 


Q. Then if I was guilty of treaſon and was apprehended for 


treaſon, you would not think yourſelf (becauſe you was a mem- 
ber of that ſociety, liable to be apprehended for treaſon alſo ? 
A. No, Sir ; nor did I till I was apprehended. 


Q. Did you ever hear of ſuch a ſociety as the Lumber _ 


Troop? BE 
A. Yes; I have heard of ſuch a ſociety. 
O. Was you a member of it? 
A. No, never. | | 


0. Did you ever hear that the firſt of their regulations is, 
that every member of that ſociety has permiſſion to knock down 


any bailiff, conſtable, .or watchman, he pleaſes ? 


i K 


A. No; I never did. f N 18 5 


Lord Preſident. Mr. Tooke, you are now going too far out 
of the regular courſe. ; : 


Mr. 7ooke. I do not mean to laugh my Lord, I only mean | 


to ſhev: the danger of theſe ſocieties. : 
Lord Preſident. A great deal of your examination has not 
been quite ſtrictly correct, but it goes materially to your defence, 
CurrsTorntr Hui ſworn. Examined by Mr. GARROwW. 
Q. Was you a member of the Conſtitutional Society ? 
A. Yes, Sir; I was. e e 
Q. From what time? _ „ N 
A. I don't immediately recollect — ſometime about the year 
1791. . . | 
Q. Do you continue ſo to the preſent time? 5 
A. Yes; I am continued. a member to the preſent moment. 
2. Was you preſent at the morting of the 21ſt March laſt ? 
A. Upon my word, I cannot recollect any date whatever. 


 Q. Do you remember being preſent at any time, when a 


report was made from any committee thar was appointed from, 
the ſociety at large, called a Committee of Correſpondence ? 


222 | A. N, K“ 
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you have thovght your- 


4 . 
* 


* 
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4 No, Sir; 1 do not- V : 

. Do you recollect being preſent at cthe appointment of any” 
committee? 5 

A. e ere. boy 

Q. Do you Saber: 1 you have ever heard of 4 
n called the Committee of Conference? 

A. 1 don't recollect to have heard of it till this moment. 

0 Or a Committee of Correſpondence:? . 

A. Yes; I believe I have.—Before you go on, Sir, I with 
to know, that I may be exactly right, what that Committee of 


_ Correſpondence was—it it is the committee upon which thoſe 


gentlemen are indicted, I never ſaw it but from the indictment. 
Mr. Garrow. I am not prepared to anſwer that queſtion. 


- Witneſs. Then I don't recollect whether J heard of that 


committee in the ſociety. 


Q. Was you preſent at ny ee when : a committee was 
appointed ? 


A. 1 don't recollect except one, and that was a committee in 


which I was appointed my ene. 


How long ago? 


% A. 1 cannot tell. 


Is it within "IM few months: or years ? 

A. I cannot tell, it might be about the year 1992---l have ſeen 
1e report, and I believe 1 heard it before the Privy Council. 
N. Do you know a perſon of the name of Joyce, #5 
Sir. 
Do you remember being preſent in the month of April laſt, 
at any meeting where Mr. Joyce was in the chair? 

A. I recolle& him in the chair, at dinner, but I don't remem- 
ber him preſent at any committee. 

. Was you preſent at any t time when any committee made 2 


report ? 


A. I don't recollect brug preſent when any committee made 
a 1eport. \ 

. Nor when a report of a committee was read ? 

A. No, nor when a report of a committee was read- I don't 


| recolle& it. 


52 Do ou recollect | ah poſing a gentlen an of the name of 
Barre ? 


A N 
Q. When was it? 
A. I do not remember the day: 
Q. 1 Gurnell, fhewing him a fafeer. ) Look at that paper: 
whe did you find that ? 
* wind is one * Re papers 1 found at Hardy We- 
Read 


* 


Joux HORNE rookr. Ds 1 365 5 
© (Read by the Clerk of the Cut 


&« Report af the Committee of the Conflinitional js London > 
Correſponding Societies. No date. : 
„ FELLOW CITIZENS, . e 

„% Knowing, from experience, that thoſe who now h the 
depraved ſtate of what ſhould be the repreſentative body) are 
ſuffered to prey on the vitals of our country, derive their ſucceſs 
from oppoling an equal repreſentation of the people, we think it 
adviſeable you ſhould give an explicit declaration of your prin- 
ciples, which we conceive to be as follows 
_ + Firſt, That all men are, by nature, free, n and inde- 
pendent of each other. 

Second, That to enjoy all the advantages of civil e | 
it is not neceſſary that individuals ſhould relinquiſh more of their 
natural independence than is required to let the minority yie. a 
agg ſubmiſſion to the majority. 

5 hird, That no majority, however great, can juſtly deprive 
2 minority of their civil rights, and wherever it is attempted, 
the ſocial bond is broken. 
„ Fourth, That civil rights are, the choice of perſons, b 
whom the laws {hall be adminiſtered, freedom to publiſh opi- 
nion, and to exerciſe religious worſhip, without moleſtation, 
ſubject only to ſuch conſequences as may be impartially levied 
for the public ſervice.” _ 

Mr. Solicitor General. My Lord, there is no date to that 
paper ; I cannot aſcertain it any other mW: than by ſhewing the 
time at which the committee ſat. - 

Q. (Je Mr. Gurnell, fhewing hum a : paper.) Will you ſay 
hors ou found that ? | e 

| * found this at Mr. Hardy's 8. 

3 Preſident. What is it? 
Mr. Solicitor General. It is the appointment of Mr. Vaug- 
han to be a delegate of the Committee for preparirg the Conſti- 
tution. a 


4 F 
„ 


(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) OS ; 


« Endorſed 30th April, 1792. | Diviſion 9g. - 
_ _« Mr. Vaughan, the bearer of this, is delegated 87 this 
diviſion of the Correſponding Society, that meets at the Bell, 
Exeter- ſtreet, and is authorized to affiſt in forming a code of 
laws for the government of the Correſponding Society. 

Q. (2 Mr. Lauzun, a ſiaſier Hheven him. ) Wer Gd. Lou : 

find that ? 5 . 
A. I found this i in Mr. Hardy's houſe. 7 {>a 


vidual, that calls 
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3 | | {Read by the Clerk of the Court. 5 
0 Aan from Thomas Paine, to the people of France, 7 
e and ord gratis, by the London Conelponding 
a Le] 


1 8 . 1 France, Sept. 25, 


- 


82 Firſt year of the French Republic. 


e Perret CrrizRxs, | | 
* received, with affectionate gratitude, the honour which 


the late National Aſſembly has conferred upon me, by adopting 
a citizen of France; and the additional honour of being 


elected by fellow citizens a — of the National Convention. 
Happily impreſſed, as I am, by thoſe teſtimonies of reſpect. 
ſhewn towards me as an individual, I feel my felicity encreaſed 
by ſeeing the barrier broken down that divided patriotiſm by 


ſpots of earth, and limited citizenſhip to the ſoil, like vegeta- 


tion. 

„„ Had thoſe honours. bins ubm! in an br of national 
tranquilli oy they would have afforded no other. means of ſhew- 
ing my affection, than to have accepted and enjoyed them; but 


they come accompanied with circumftances that give me the 


1 opportunity of commencing my citizenſhip in the 


ne hour of difficulties. I come not to enjoy repoſe. Con- 


that the cauſe of France is the cauſe of all mankind, and 


| Foros as liberty cannot be purchaſed by a with, I gladly ſhare 
with | the dangers and honours neceſſary to ſuccels. 5 


IJ am well aware that the moment of any great change, 


ſuch as that accompliſhed the 10th of Auguſt, is unavoidably 
the moment of terror and confuſion. "The mind highly agi- 
tated by hope, ſuſpicion, and apprehenſion, continues without 


reſt till the change be accomplithed. But let us now look 
calmly and confidentially forward, and ſucceſs is certain. It is 
no longer the palt 3 of Kings, or of this, or of that indi- 

Prakce and her armies into action. It is the 
at. cauſe & all. It is the eſtabliſhment of a new era, that 


ball blot deſpotiſm from the earth, and fix, on the laſting prin- 


ciples of peace and citizenthip, the great Republic of man. 

It has been my fate to have borne a ſhare in the commence- 
ment and complete eftabliihment of one revolution (I mean the 
revolution of America). The ſucceſs and events of that revo- 


lution are encouraging to us. The proſperity and happineſs 


that have fince owed to that c untry, have amply rewarded her 
for all the bardihips the endured, and for all the Wt the 


encountered. 


| The principles on which chat 08 began, have ex- 
tended themſelves to Europe; and an over-ruling "Providence i is 


| ba) 18 old world by the e ot che new. The 
diſtance 


% 


diſtance of America from all the other parts of the globe, did - 
not admit of her carrying thoſe principles beyond her own ſitua- 
tion. It is to the peculiar honour of France, that ſhe now raiſes 
the ſtandard of liberty for all nations; and, in fighting her owa 
battles, contends for the rights of all mankind. 1 


- ” 


The ſame ſpirit of fortitude that inſured ſucceſs to America, 
will inſure it to France; for it is impoſſible to conquer a nation 
determined to be free! The military circumſtances that now 
unite themſelves to France, are ſuch as the deſpots of the earth 
know nothing of, and can form no calculation upon. T 
| know not what it is to fight againſt a nation. They have only + 
been accuſtomed to make war upon each other, and they know, 
from ſyſtem and practice, how to calculate the probable ſucceſs 

of deſpot againſt deſpot ; and here their knowledge and experi- 
ence end. j FELT 1 . 

But in a conteſt like the preſent, a new and boundleſs va- 
riety of circumſtances ariſe, that deranges all ſuch cuſtomary 
calculations. When a whole nation acts as an army, the deſpat 
knows not the extent of the power againſt which he contends. 
New armies rife againſt him with the neceſſity of a moment. 
It is then that the difficulties of an invading enemy multiply, as 
in the former caſe they diminithed; and he finds them at ther 
height when he expected them to end. | rh 1 

« The only war that has any ſimilarity of circumſtances with 

the preſent is the late revolution- war in America. On her part, 

as it now is in France, it was a war of the whole nation. There 
it was that the enemy, by beginning to conquer, put himſelf in 
a condition of being conquered. His firſt victories prepared 
him for defeat. He advanced till he could not retreat, and 
found himſelf in the midſt of a nation of armies. . 

« Were it now to be propoſed to the Auſtrians and Pruſſians 

to eſcort them into the middle of France, and there leave them 
to make the moſt of ſuch a ſituation, they- would ſee too much | 
into the dangers of it to accept the offer, and the ſame dangers 
would attend them could they arrive there by any other means. 
Where then is the military policy of their attempting to obtain 
by force, that which they would refuſe by choice. But to rea- 
ſon with deſpots is throwing reaſon away. The beſt of argu- 
ment is a vigorous preparation. •„ 
Man is ever a ſtranger to the ways by which Providence 
regulates the order of things. The interference of foreign 
deſpots may ſerve to introduce into their own enſlaved countries 
the principles they come to oppoſe. Liberty and equality are 


* 


bleſſings too great to be the inheritance of France alone. It is 85 


honour to her to be their firſt champion; and ſhe may now lay : 
10 her enemies, with a mighty voice. OZ ye Auſtrians, ye 
VUA RE RE, | 


* 5 . 
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Pruſfians Y ve who now turn your bayonets TOP" us; it is for 
you: It is for all Europe; it is for all mankind, and not for 5 


4 2 a Trance alone that the raiſes the ſtandard of liberty and equa- 


: To 15 


The public cauſe bins hitherts ſaffered from the contradic- 


tions contained i in the conſtitution of the former conſtituent aſ- 


ſfembly. Thoſe contradictions have ſerved to divide the opini- 


ons of individuals at home, and to obſcure the great principles 
of the revolution in other countries. But when choſe contra- 


LO dictions ſhall be removed, and the co: ſtitution be made con- 


Ef formable to the Declaration of Rights ; when the bagatelles of 
1 monarchy, royalty, regency, and hereditary ſucceſſion, ſhall be 
' expoſed, with all their abſurdities, a new ray of 2 will be 
2 3 over the world, and the revolution will derive new 
* h by being univerſally underſtood. 
The ſcene that now opens itſelf to France extends far be- 
5 the boundaries of her own dominions. Every nation is 
„ ee her colleague, and every court is become her ene- 
— 4 4 is now the cauſe of all nations againſt the cauſe of 
all courts. The terrors that deſpotiſm felt, clandeſtinely begot 


- 


à confederation of deſpots; and their attack upon France is 5 | 


duced by their fears at home. 


has yet been called to act in, let us ſay to the agitated mind—Be 
' ,calm._ Let us puniſh by inſtructing, rather than by revenge.— 
Let us begin the new æra by a greatneſs. of e an hail 
d Fr . of union hte tn 
—_ 3 a7, 6: Pons Fellow-Oltizen, _ 

1 JJV ĩͤ EO 9 THOMAS PAINE.” 


Et. - Mr. IDS General. My Tad,” we have now cloſed our 
=_ :. * caſe onthe 7 of the 2 Op 


= 


« In entering on this great ſcene, preater than any nation 
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ſelf, or in what manner to conduct my cauſme. 
Gentlemen, I ſtood up here not alone, indeed, but firmly 


and ably ſupported by my learned, honourable, and amiable 


friend Mr. Gibbs, whoſe affiſtance I now have. 


_ [Here Mr. Erſkine was interrupted by the noiſe dome work- 8 


men made, which the Court ordered to be ſtopped; that being 
done he proceeded as follows:: 8 
. Gentlemen, I am too much uſed to public life to be at all 
diſconcerted by any of theſe little accidents. I was ſtating to 
you, and I will repeat it, I ſtood up here upon a ſimilar occaſion 
with the preſent, not alone, and I am glad any interruption gives 
me an opportunity of repeating a ſentiment ſo very dear to me; 
I ſtood up here not alone, but ſupported, by this excellent frien 


who now fits by me. I had, Gentlemen, to contend agai 


what I tremble to look back on I had to contend with mee | 


no other man at any time in England ever had to. contend—— 


had to contend firſt of all as the repreſentative of a poor, lowly, 55 
nd obſcure mechanic, known, of courſe, to perſons equally ob- 
| 2 with himſelf only I had to contend in his name and perſon 


againſt the vaſt, powerful, extenſive, but after the verdict which 
has been given, I will not ſay cruſhing influence of the Croven of 


* * * ” * 
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vpon dy the law to execute the laws, and the revefence due to 
he authority of the conſtitution and government. I had to ſtrug- 
8 gle with what is much more difficult than all, with that which is 

the characteriſtic of Engliſhmen, and which I hope ever will be, 
that general benevolence they muſt always feel for every thing that 
ts dear and intereſting to the ſovereign upon the throne, of whom, 
furely, perſonally, we have nothing to complain; this would 
have been enough, independent of other circumſtances, at any 
time; but at what ſeaſon had I to contend with it? I had to 
contend with it when there was a cloud of prejudices raiſed up 
againſt every perſon whoſe name is mentioned or thought of in 
the courſe of the cauſe, and againſt thoſe ſocieties for only wing | 
What their betters have done and approved of at other times; an 
who were, as | fay, only actuated by honeſt zeal to demand what 
they might think belonged them I had to contend alſo againſt 
prejudices fomented by wickedneſs, which it is out of the power of 
human language to utter one idea concerning—that ts not all, for 
prejudices in ſuch a cauſe as this can go but a little way.—I had 
to contend with this in a fearful ſeaſon, when the face of the 
earth was drawn into convulſions, when various revolutions 
were daily riſing up, and when ſome men, becauſe they choſe- 
| | to trout alarm, wiſhed to turn the edge of that which has no 
Hh cConcern with the buſineſs of others to the utter deſtruction of 
F thoſe who happened to be engaged in the buſineſs of reform long, 
long. and often proceeded upon, in other ſeaſons. „ 
ben, when one reflects upon the ſtability of the law 
of England, and when one reflects upon the faithful adminiſtra- 
| tion of it, one might ſay, yet this might be provided againſt, 
» there ſill remains that which is even paramount to the * 
that great tribunal which the wiſdom of our anceſtors raiſed in 
5 this country for the ſupport of the peoples rights; that tribunal 
Which has made the law, that tribunal which has given me you 
| to look xt, that tribunal that is ſurrounded with an hedge as it 
were ſet about it; that tribunal which from age to age has been 
fighting for the liberties of the people, and without the aid of 
which it would have been in vain for me to ſtand up before you, 
or to think of looking round for aſſiſtance. But, Gentlemen, in 
that quarter, which always has been the ſhield of the ſubject, 
| woas found a ſword drawn to deſtroy him. The Houſe of Com- 
KY mons.was the accuſer of my client ; for the Houſe of Commons 
BK made up the brief for the Counſel of the Crown. I am making 
no complaints of the Houſe of Commons; but ſtating the fact; 
that the briefs, without which my learned friends, as they agree, 
could not have proceeded in the cauſe, was prepared by the 2 — | 
muauons of Great Britain, preceded by proclamations in n 
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of che kingdom, ſtamped b the higheſt authority, in order that 


the prejudices of that authority might be as extenſive as the 


whole iſland. 7 


bee e has bs as altogether new, for when a man 
is impeached by the Houſe of Commons, he is not tried by 3 


Jury of his country Why ? becauſe the benevolent inſtitutions 


of our wile forefathers forbid it; they conſidered when the 


Commons were the accuſers, the Jury were the accuſers; they 
conſidered the Commons at large as accuſers and Jury; here. 
one would think the Commons had no ſort of connection with 


the people of England, but that they were holding out a age | 
n 


againſt thoſe whoſe repreſentatives they are and ought to be. 


ſuch caſes the Lords in Parliament have been appointed as a 
Court of Juſtice, and an Engliſhman, a common man, is not 


forced before the Houſe of Lords when accuſed by the Come 


mons ; but he goes there becauſe it is the _ place where he 


can ſtand for juſtice : but, Gentlemen, the Lords of England 
did not ſtand in that capacity, they too were accuſers, they to 
whomalone, under ſuch an accuſation, we could fly for protection, 
joined the Commons in laying all this matter before you, which 
you have lieard in the courſe of the cauſe. We had, beſides all 
this, a maſs of matter which the human underſtanding is not 
able to diſentangle, which no human ſtrength of _—_ can go 
through the examination of, and which was, therefore, pro- 
duced. I go along with the Court in what it has decided, not 
waving any privileges of my client. I conceive the adjourn» 
ment that took place, was founded upon that neceſſity which pro- 
bably, if it had exiſted before, would not have been thus lately to 
de decided by their Lordihips ; but if it be ſo, what ſhall we ſay 
of that caſe in 1194, after a conſtitution has exiſted for ſuch a 
number of years, in which we were obliged to catch at any device, 
indulgence, or conſent, and at laſt the Judges conſulted to know 
how they ſhould deal with a cauſe that had no parallel, and was 
nothing like what any man before had to encounter with. 


Gentlemen, we had to contend with that array now before 


you; but let me ſay, here we had to contend with honourable 
men, and it is part of the glory of the Engliſh law, that the in- 


dependence of the Engliſh Bar is another ſecurity of the Engliſn 


ſubject ; and I have not to complain of any violation of it on 


this occaſion. I had to contend with all that ability Which is to 


come behind me in this place —I had to coatend againſt it in a 
former cauſe, when, in ſpite of all that, I ſaw, an humble. low,” 


obſcure man, not barely acquitted, but in a manner obtain a 


triumph, by a verdict not produced by cabal. injuſtice, or perjury, 
but an honourable verdict I will affirm, approved of by every 


man who has a heart in his boſom, and who has the ſmalleſt re-. 
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judice in mens minds in another place. 
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. for the conſtitution. When I conſider all this, it gives 
ith to ſuch a number of emotions in my mind, which riſe up 
like a whirlwind, that none but him, who rides upon the whirl- 
wind, could give me expreſſions to utter what I think at this 


Standing, as 1 did, in that caſe, notwithſtanding the inno- 
cence of my client, I feared he had a combination againſt him, 


_ which no innocence could prevail againſt ; I did, from the bottom 


of my heart, ſincerely wiſh to put the Jury under the protection 
of that Divine Providence who has always watched over every 
thing favourable to this Iſland. I wiſhed they ſhould give a ver- 


dict under the direction of God Almighty, and that t might 
t 


look up to him for his directions; that verdict is given, that ver- 
dict is recorded, and the honour and juſtice of thoſe men that 
gave it, is recorded, I truſt, for ever along with it. | | 
Gentlemen, it may be ſaid; that this way of conſidering the 
ſubject, is the conſequence of an enthuſiaſtic mind; and, per- 
haps, of a religious education ; it may be ſaid to be the effuſions 
of a warm temper; it may be ſo; I am ſincere in what I 
ſay; but there is another point of view in which men, how 
ever educated, however impreſſed with prejudices, muſt fee 


4 it, every man muſt conſider the cauſe as of great advantage to 
the country; they muſt ſee that the law and its inſtitution are 


ſound; they muſt rejoice, that at a time when it is fit all men 


ſhould rally round their government and conſtitution, inſtead 


of one body of men being ſer up to deſtroy another; every man 
feels that his life, property, and every thing dear to him, is 


+ ſecured under a ſtrict law; and, therefore, there is very little 


likelihood for men to wiſh to change the conſtitution, and 
before this cauſe is over you will ſee no man eyer had fuch 
a diſpoſition, e 5 n 

Gentlemen, we now come to the cauſe itſelf, and although 
F think that if I were myſelf at the Bar, in the place of the ho- 
nourable gentleman who ſits there, and who, if he ſtood where I 


do, could do a great deal more than I am capable of doing for 


him, although, under ſuch circumſtances, I ſhould be diſpoſed to 
trouble you but very little, yet J mean to purſue no ſuch courſe 
upon the prefent occaſion, This is a great and important cauſe, 
many men are upon their trials in the courſe of this cauſe, and 


my client will forgive me if I can hardly find him out in that 
maſs of matter which has been laid before you. One is obliged 


to look for him in the proceedings, and then can ſcarcely find 
his name—Other men are implicated much more than he is, but 
J muſt take care that implication don't meet me and raiſe pre- 


— 


+ Gentlemen 


Gentlemen, the firſt thing we have to conſider is, what is 
the accuſation ? What are we here about, for to ſay the truth, 
it is a little difficult, at the firſt view, to find it out. It is the 
glory of the Engliſh law that it requires the utmoſt preciſion in 
the charge, but particularly in the caſe of blood, proof muſt hit the 
bird in the eye, and be ſtrictly conformable to the accuſing letter. 
Let us ſee what the charge is When J had the honour to ſtate 


this before, it was to another Jury and to another Court alſo, for 
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] ſee an honourable and learned Judge who was not pre- 


ſent at that time; 8 moſt probably had an opportunity 


of having an impreſſion made upon you by the able addreſs 
which the Attorney General made to you upon Mr. Hardy's 
trial ; for, according to your duties, you were all ſeated in this 
Court to be called upon the pannel, but it is not to be ſuppoſed, 
nor was it neceſſary, you ſhould wait to hear Mr. Hardy's 
defence; therefore, Ae come with any bias on your minds, it 
ought to be againſt me, for you have heard every thing on one 
ſide, and nothing on the other; therefore, it is my duty, although 


it is a nauſeous taſk for me, to go over that which I have gone 


over before; you muſt recollect I don't ſtand here for an 
thing that concerns myſelf —I don't ſtand here to eſtabliſh any 


reputation for ſpeaking or novelty, but I ſtand here for the juſtice 


of the country, and to defend my client, who is accuſed before 
you; and it is my duty to do it in the way in which ſuch a taſk 
ought te be done to the utmoſt of my power. 


* 


Gentlemen, the charge is this, the indictment ſtates, that all 


the priſoners, whoſe names I ſhall by and bye enumerate to vou 


(if T ſhall have occaſion to call your attention to the particulars of 


che evidence) intended to excite inſurrection, rebellion, and war 


againſt the King, and to ſubyert the rule, legiflature, and 
rovernment eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, and to depoſe the King 


rom his royal ſtate, title, power, and government of this king- | ; 
dom, and to bring and put the King to death; that intending to 
do this, they traitorouſly and with force of arms, among them 


ſelves and others, did compaſs, conſpire, imagine, and intend to 
ſtir up and excite inſurrection, rebellion, and war againſt the 
King, within the kingdom of Great Britain, and to ſubyert and 
alter the legiſlature, rule, and government, now duly and happily 


eſtabliſhed within this kingdom of Great Britain, and to depoſe 
our ſaid Lord the King from the royal ſtate, title, power, and 
government of this kingdom, and to bring and put our fad 


Lord the King to death. | . 5 
Gentlemen, this is the whole charge, but it is required b 
poſitive ſtatute, as the wholeſome inſtitutions of the law brought 
it into practice before that time, that he who is accuſed of ſuch 


. 


an 


* 
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Aan offence, which is an offence of the heart, ſhall have it ſtated 
upon the ſame record, what are the means which the Crown 

charges the priſoner to have taken, to manifeſt that treaſon, in 

order that he may have an opportunity to make his defence to it; 


therefore, the law requires poſitively, that they ſhall ſtate upon 
the record, what are the acts charged to be done and made uſe of 
by the priſoner, to bring to paſs the accompliſhment of that 
treaſon which is charged ; then, in order to do that, they charge 


the piiſoner with this, —and to fultil, perfect, and bring to effect 
their moſt evil and wicked treaſon; and treaſonable compaſſings 


and imaginations aforeſaid—that is, in order to fulfil that which 
they had imagined and compaſſed, namely, to bring and put the 
King to death, they met, conſpired, conſulted, andagreed among 
them ſelves and others, to the jurors unknown, to cauſe and pro- 
cure a convention, and meeting of divers ſubjects of our Lord 
the King, to be aſſembled and held within this kingom.— Now, 
Gentlemen, we will pauſe here a little, if this overt act had 
ſtopped here it would have been a good thing for you and me 
too, it would have ſaved me the trouble of ſpeaking, and you the 


trouble of hearing : it would have been ſcouted out of the 


Count as a contemptible piece of impertinence, becauſe common 


ſenſe tells us, that holding a convention in the country, of 


peaceable people, is no crime at all, but they go on to ſhew the 


mind and intent of this convention; and they ſay, in order that 


the perſons to be aſſembled at ſuch convention and meeting, 
ſhould and might wickedly and traitorouſly, without and in defi- 
ance of the authority, and againſt the will of the Parliament 
of this kingdom, ſubvert and alter, and cauſe to be ſubverted and 


altered the legiſlature, rule, and government now duly and hap- 


pily eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, and depoſe, and cauſe to be 


depoſed our ſaid Lord the King, from the royal ſtate, title, 


power, and government thereof. — Now, Gentlemen, there is 


nothing ſo clear, and the moſt learned gentleman who is to 


O 


reply to me will not ſay, that even a conſpiracy of ſo deteſtable a 


nature as a conſpiracy to depoſe the King, which does not 
exiſt in this cauſe, and which has nothing more to do with this 
cauſe or any other for a century paſt; that ſuch a conſpiracy 
would be high treaſon, but it is an overt act, and may be ſo 
laid upon the record, as a mears to do that which is charged, the 
compaſſing and imagining the King's death. What is the charge, 
and how far does it go? It is, that the priſoner and others con- 
ſpired and confe 'eraied together, to depoſe the King and put him 
to death; and that, to fulfil that crime, they were to do it by the 
medium of a convention; they were not to go to ſeize the King, 


therefore they cauſed a convention to be held, not to confider of 


2 Reform cf Parliament, or the beſt means to redreſs the grievan- 
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ces of che country, but they did it with an intent, and the intent 
Was, that when this convention got together, it ſhould depoſe 
the King, and put him to death. There are other overt 


acts charged in the indictment, ſuch as, the way and time 


when it was to be held, how it was to be governed, and who 
was to belong to it, and fo on; which I ſhall nor tare now, as 


J ſhall have occaſion to read this part again, when I come to. 


conſider the particulars of the evidence. You have heard a 
great many books read, and I would adviſe you, as I dare ſay 
you all take in the newſpapers, to preſerve them, and not to wrap 
any thing in them, but put them upon a file, and keep them by 


you, becauſe if you do, you will have an opportunity, as you 


muſt have had before now, of ſeeing every thing you have been 


hearing in this Court for two or three days, with a very few _ 
exceptions; every thing you have been hearing is to be found in 


every file of newſpapers, and in every town and country maga- 
zine in England, which the Attorney General, who fits there, 
never thought of proſecuting any man for the publication of. 
Gentlemen, this is charged as an overt act, and you will ſee 
how they are charged, And further to fulfil their traitorous in- 
tentions aforeſaid,” and if they had not charged this, it could not 
have been brought forward as a crime, and you will always mind 
that, by the law of England, you are not obliged to ſtate the 
fame thing over again, therefore they ſay, * as aforeſaid, 
maliciouſly and traitorouſſy did compoſe and write, and did then 
and there maliciouſſy cauſe to be compoſed and written divers 
books, pamphlets, letters, inſtructions, reſolutions, ordeis, decla- 
rations, addreſſes, and writings, and did then and there maliciouſſy 
and traitorouſly cauſe to be publiſhed divers other books, pam- 


phlets, letters, inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, declarations, . 


addreſſes, and writings, ſo reſpectively compoſed, written, pub- 
liſhed, and cauſed to be compoſed, written, and publiſhed, pur- 

porting and containing therein, among other things, incitements, 
encouragements, and exhortations, to move, induce, and perſuade- 
the ſubjects of our Lord the King, to chuſe, depute, and fend, 
and cauſe to be choſen, deputed, and ſent perſons as delegates, 


ſaid, tobe fo holden as aforeſaid. for the traitorous purpoſes afore- 
ſaid.“ Gentlemen, it is fit we ſhould pauſe here the charge is 


to the Grand Jury, in the correcteſt manner, the mereſt 
matter of fact that could be put upon a piece of parchment. 
We axe not examining whether thoſe compoſitions that have 


to compoſe and conſtitute ſuch convention and meeting as afore- 


not for the publication of a libel or libels, or for writing or com- 
poſing of libels, but it is as was left by his Lordſhip in his charge 


been read n evidence, are libels or not; but whether they were 
publithed by thote perſons, who, having pre- determined in their 
go 5 mimaginations, 


% 
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5 divers books, pamphlets, letters, declarations, inſtr 


from my own memory, but what was taken down in ſhort 
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- imaginations,. to depoſe the King, and put him to death, wrote, 


compoſed, and publiſhed. theſe pamphlets, in order to | excite 
others to aid them in their conſpiracy, and with an intention to 
depoſe and put the King to death. _ 5 
Gentlemen, there is another overt act much in the ſame 
way, and that charges this, And further to fulfil the treaſon of 
putting the King to death, and in order more readily to brin 
about ſuch ſubverſion, and put him to death, they compo, 
3 reſo- 
lutions, orders, addreſſes, and writings, and did then and there 


malicioufly and traitorouſly publiſh and diſperſe, and did then and 


there maliciouſly and traitorouſly cauſe and procure to be pub- 
liſhed and diſperſed, divers other 46+ pamphlets, letters, decla- 
Tations, inſtrüctions, reſolutions, orders, addreſſes, and writings, 
the ſaid ſeveral books, pamphlets, letters, declarations, inſtruc- 


tions, reſolutions, orders, addreſſes, and writings, ſo reſpec- 


tively prepared, compoſed, publiſhed, diſperſed, and cauſed. to 
be prepared, compoſed, publiſhed, and diſperſed, as laſt afore- 
laid, purporting and containing therein, amongſt other things, 


incitements, encouragements, and exhortations, to move, induce, 


and perſuade the ſubjecs of our ſaid Lord the King, to aid and 


aſſiſt in carrying into effect ſuch traitorous ſubverſion, altera- 


tion, and depoſition, as laſt aforeſaid, and alſo containing therein, 
amongſt other things, information, inſtructions, and directions, 
to the ſubjects of our ſaid Lord the King, how, when, and upon 
what occaſions the traitorous purpoſes laſt aforeſaid ſhould and 
might be carried into effect.“ So the charge is this, not that I or | 
another man publiſhed a pamphlet, but that I wickedly and deteſ- 


 fably having conceived in my mind a conſpiracy, to overthrow 


the ſovereignty of the kingdom, and to depoſe the King and to 
bring him to ; para publiſhed what ?—incitements to the people 
to join and aid me in ſuch an act as that. That is the charge, 
and I know I have the aſſent of the Court. 
Gentlemen, the Solicitor General, for whom I have a very great 
perional regard, who I know to be a very honourable and benevo- 
lent minded man, and who is a perſon of great learning and ability 
in his profeſſion, which I have not the ſmalleſt wiſh to depreci- 
ate, has ſtated what I cannot, reconcile has the leaſt reſemblance to 


3 the law, or any thing in the law, but it does not therefore follow 


that it is any depreciation of the learned gentleman, it is not a 
Wonder it ſhould be ſo, for when the mind is long engaged upon 
any particular ſubject. it has a failing, which nature has given it, 


and which I am afraid nothing can prevent, it draws into the 


vortex of its own ideas that which is neceſſary to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of, ſomething it is engaged in. I am about to ſtate, not 


_ | hand, 


* | ; _ 
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hand, what I am perſuaded the Solicitor General wil not ſtand 
up to ſay he thinks to be law; I would not ſive in this coun- 
try, longer than juſt to finiſh this addreſs, if it was the law; I am 
not yet hurt, but if it is the law, I may be hurt myſelf hereafter, 
it ſhall not paſs as the law while I live, for I would rather at the 
end of all theſe cauſes die, thanking God upon my knees, that I 
had been the inſtrument and for the means of diſputing and deny- 
ing this to be the law, for the ſake of protecting the innocent, 
than live to the age of Methuſalem without diſputing it, if 
it fell to my lot to have even that privilege. The Solicitor 


General ſays, the law upon this ſubject is perfectly clear, 5 


namely, that any act done, which may endanger the life of the 
King, is taken to be an act done in purſuanee of an intent to 
compaſs the death of the King, demonſtrated by that act, and 
is the act of high treaſon. Contemplation forms no part of the 


charge, nor is it material whether a perſon ſo charged had it in 


his contemplation, if ſuch were the probable and ordinary con- 


ſequences of what he was about to do One don't know where ' _ 
one is after one reads this. What! if a man does an act with an 


innocent mind, not thinking it will produce any danger to the 
King, perhaps (which is ſtronger a great deal,) reſpecting the 


7 


4 


King's office, and having as faithful an intereſt, both in him and 


his family, as I have, it he happens to do an act, or it I do 
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an act, believing it will have no fort of effect to touch the perſon 


of the King, but that on the contrary, his reign would be ſafer 
and more honourable, yet, if in the opinion -of. Lawyers, 
it has a direct contrary conſequence to that I thought to be 
che law, namely, the compaſſing the King's death, which I 
never intended, and the Jury muſt find me guilty, is ſuch a 
monſtrous and horrible propoſition, that I am perſuaded, when 


my learned friend comes to reconfider it, he will ſay theſe words 


are not correct. There is nothing like an inſtance of it; it ma 
be travelling into the evidence a litile, but it will ſave time, as i 
ball not advert to it any more. Ze | 
Gentlemen, there was a propoſition. made to the Conſti- 
tutional Society to ſend a delegate to the convention at Edin- 
* burgh, and from all that you have heard read, you are to fa 
this had the probable conſequence of deſtroying the life of 
the King. Y ou have heard of a Society of the Friends of the 
People, who refuſed to ſend a delegate, by the bye, after a con- 
ſiderable debate; and ſuppoſing they had been deſired to ſend a 
delegate to the Scotch convention, which they never were, and 
I being a member of that ſociety 


Yorke's ſpeech, at Sheffield, would have been read againſt me, 


* 


% 


— 


had conſented, I ſhould not 
have been in the place in which I ſtand for my client, who did 
not conſent, but in the place of Hardy and the other gentle- 
men now in Newgate, I ſhould have been brought to trial, and 


3 B | and 
* 1 i 
" RA 4 3 . 


BE 3» 


x1 3 2 1 e 
Os i N x fe? Lee 
. «* : . N ; - 7 2 2 


bre "Le RE 
* r 


—:: On 


and all that traſh and farrago, which has been making every body 
ſick for theſe three laſt days, would have been read againſt me; 
I ſhould have been ſaid to have been compaſſing the King's 

death, and that the probable conſequence of my act, was deſtroy- 
ing ſthe King, and being guilty of high treaſon.— Now obſerve, 


it is equally high treaſon to deſtroy the Prince of Wales, the 
Heir of the Crown, as it is to deſtroy the King himſelf, becauſe 


if the nature of the conſpiracy is to ſubvert the government of 


the country, the ſubverſion of that government would as much 
lead to the life of the Prince, as to the life of the King, and 
moſt undoubtedly it / would be high treaſon to deſtroy the Prince 
RW... ( 55 EE 

_ Gentlemen, at one time I had the honour to be Attorney 


General to the Prince of Wales, and to be ſworn as one of his 


Privy Counſel. I had the honour to be much in his confidence 
and much in his affection, which I have not loſt, though I have 
not the honour to be his Attorney General now. (Gentlemen, 
Tam not wanting of credit for my integrity in what I aſſert) but 
becauſe a man, placed as I was, in a ſituation about the Heir 
Apparent to the Crown, living with him, as it were, a man 
who had the opportunity, the will, and affection to beſtow upon 
me, Agr every thing a Prince tan legitimately beſtow 
upon any perſon of my rank in life; I ſay, do you believe J have 
compaſſed the death of the Prince of Wales? And will any 
lawyer tell me, becauſe a convention was held, let it be of what 
nature it might, that᷑ it is not for the Jury to ſay, whether they 


believe that I had the intention aſcribed to me, and whether 


they believe it to be an overt act of treaſon ? But, according to 


the law laid down by the Solicitor General, up I go, I mult be 


| hanged inſtantly, for I can have nothing to fay. If I was to 


call the Prince of Wales himſelf, and aſk him if he believed 
the accuſation falſe againſt me, that would nat do, according to 
the law of thoſe gentlemen for this the Solicitor General cited 
no one precedent; but here, I now ſay, I do not complain of it: 


the Attorney General did it at great length in the opening upon 


the. firſt trial, and the Solicitor General, in a long. and able 


reply alſo; and Mr. eee e me notes of what was to be 


ſaid again; it was correct, and as I ſaid originally, I have 
nothing to complain of on t 
: man of no authority, as I told the Jury in Mr. Hardy's caſe, 
J can have nothing to offer to you but what the law has ſaid; 


I fay, I have no organ but theſe words, I ſtand upon the autho- 
rity of the law, and the great authorities cited upon this caſe 
are as text writers putting upon record the inſtitutions. of our 
country, to enable us better to underſtand what carrying on an 
//öͤ / Vu 
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| part of my honourable and learned 
friends ;. oppoſed to that, I have nothing to ſay for myſelf. Jam 
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- mimniſtration is, I mean, my Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, a man 
of honourable 3 My Lord Chief Juſtice Coke, ge- 
; _—_ called the Oracle of the Law, and Mr. Juſtice 
oſter. ee e | FFV 
Sentlemen, this is an indictment upon a ſtatute, it is not an 
indictment upon the common law of the country, which has the 
precedents made by the Judges; it is a ſtatute made for the pro- 
tection of the kingdom, and the preſervation of the ſubjects lives 


and the Judges upon the Bench have no more right to tranſgreſs 1 
it than any man in the ſtreet. The common laws of the land are 
made by the precedents of the Judges ; aſtatute ſpeaks for itſelf, 

at all times and in all ages; and 1 deſire to be underſtood as ſpeak- 
ing in my own name and perſon, and to ſtand or fall, as a pro- | 
feſſional man, by the law as I ſhall ſtate it to oe. uw 
Gentlemen, the words of the ſtatute are theſe : « Whereas WE 
divers opinions have been before this time in what caſe treaſon ' 4 
thall be faid, and what not, the King, at the-requeſt of the Lords WY 
and of the Commons, hath made a declaration in the manner as 1 
hereinafter followeth.“ Gentlemen, you will recollect it is upon 
the letter of this ſtatute that the honourable Gentleman at the 
Bar ſtands indifted. «© When a man doth compaſs or imaginrn 
the death of our Lord the King, or our Lady his Queen, or f 
their eldeſt ſon and heir; or if a man do violate the King's com- I 
panion, or the King's eldeſt daugther unmarried,” or the wife of 2 
the King's eldeſt ſon and heir; or if a man do levy war againſt  ' 3 
our Lord the King in his realm, or be adherent to the King's, | 
enemies in his realm, giving to them aid and comfort (I pray 
your attention to this, ene in tlie realm or elſe where, 
and thereof be provably attainted of open deed by the people of 
their condition. This is the ſtatute. I am now going to ſtate 
the words of Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, whoſe authority no man 
will deny or diſpute—He ſtates why this ſtatute was made firſt. 
of all—He ſays, That at common law there was a great la- 
titude uſed in raiſing of offences into the crime and puniſhment _ 
of treaſon, by way of interpretation and arbitrary conſtruction, 
which rand in great inconvenience and uncertainty. - _ 
« Accroaching of royal power was a uſual charge of high- 
treaſon anciently, though a very uncertain charge that no man 
could tell well what it was, nor what defence to make to it. 
Alter giving ſome inſtances: he ſays, © By thoſe and the like 
inſtances that might be given, it appears how uncertain ang Y 
arbitrary the crime of treaſon was before the ſtatute of the "i 
twenty-fifth Edward III. whereby it came to paſs that almoſt 1 
every offence that was or ſeemed to be a breach of the faith and "YN 
allegiance due to the King, was, ” conſtruction and confle- * _. = 
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quence and interpretation, raiſed into the offence of high-treaſon. 
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Gentlemen, in order to prevent this the ſtatute of - Edward 


III. was made, it was made to give certainty, not that a man 


1 might be put in the ſituation and condition of Mr. Adams, who | 
ſpoke, 


I am perſuaded, like an innocent man, ſuſpected of high- 
treaſon, when he had no idea of treaſon; in order that men 


2 know what conſtituted treaſon, and in order that the 


of all law, the ſubjects peace, ſecurity, and tranquillity might 


be carried into effect, this ſacred law was made. 


Gentlemen, my Lord Coke ſays in his Inſtitutes, that the 
Parliament that made it was called the Bleſſed Parliament; 
and I will read what my Lord Hale ſays upon that ſubject; he . 
ſays, Though the ſtatute of Edward III. had expreſsly di- 


_ rected that nothing ſhould be declared to be treaſon but what 


that contained, yet things were ſo carried by factions and 
parties in this King's reign, that this ſtatute was little obſerved 


but as this or the other party prevailed; ſo the crimes of high- 


treaſon were, in a manner, arbitrarily impoſed and adjudged 
to - diſadvantage of that party that was intended to be ſup- 
Theſe were the unhappy effects of the breaking of this 


great boundary of treaſon, and letting in of conſtructive treaſons, 
which, by various viciſſitudes 3 


| revolutions, miſchieved all 
parties firſt or laſt, and left a+ gn unquietneſs and unſettledneſs in 
the minds of the people, and was one of the occaſions of the un- 
happineſs of that King,” namely, Richard II.— He ſays, all this 
miſchief, was produced by departing from the ſtatute ; and, in or- 


der to put an end to it, the ſtatute of Queen Mary was made; 


which brought back all the treaſons, as ſtated by the twenty-fifth 


Edward III. and which had been laid aſide; ſo that no man knew 


what to do or what to ſay : all that was put an end to by the au- 


: thority of Queen Mary. I mean to contend, no one ny in 
T Ore 


the law, before that time, can be brought in queſtion here be 


- this ſtatute, for it was made expreſsly to repel all the judicial 


conſtructions upon it; and it ſtates, that the ſtatute ſhall be 
obeyed in its ſtrict letter; and that every judgment or reſolution 


| ma e contrary to it, before that time, be repealed. 8 


Now, Gentlemen, on looking back to what paſſed on the 
trial of Thomas Hardy, who was acquitted by a Jury of his 


. country, and looking, as Ihave had an opportunity ſince the trial 


of that cauſe, into the difference between the Attorney General 
and myſelf, though it is a material one, yet it lays in a v. 
narrow compaſs. The Attorney Genera} admitted, diſtinctly, 


it was neceſſary the crime ſhould be in the wind, and, 


that it was a crime of the intention; but that the intention, 
mult be manifeſted by the act— The Attorney General ſaid 
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© he called for no conſtructive treaſon, he called for no accumula- 
ſive treaſon, but that which ſhould be built upon your ſincere 
opinion—he ſaid the Priſoner at the Bar did intend not a Reform 
ot Parliament by.peaceable means, or any other, but meant to 
| ſubvert the fundamental rules of the government of this kingdom 


by force; and if he did intend to ſubvert the government ot * . 


kingdom by force, it was matter to be laid before you, fron 
Which you not only might, but reaſonably muſt infer an inten- 


tion to deſtroy the King. 8 


Now, Gentlemen, in a caſe like this, it would be waſting 
your time, and deſtroying my ſtrength, before 1 come to the ma- 
terial part of the cauſe, it I were to do uny mote than enter my 
protett againſt what the Attorney General ſtated to be an overc 


. 


act of treaſon. i 

Let us fee, upon the evidence I am about to open to you, 
and 1 aſk your very particular attention to what you have 
heard againit the priſoner at the bar, whether it entities -you 
to ſay that he conſpired, conſulted, and intended to depoſe 
the King and bring him to death ; and taat he did hold chat 
traitorous conſpiracy with the various other perſons, now in pri- 
ton, and divers others, in order to ſubvert, by force, the govern- 
ment of this kingdom, and to put an end to the royahoffièe, au- 
thority, ſtile, titie, and dignity of the King? I will aſk, whether 
Mr. Attorney General means td ſay, or whether he can lay, 
there muſt not be a torcible depoſing * I maintain there is no au- 
thority in the whole iaw for any thing elſe, and it is abſolutely 
neceflary, before you can go the length of ſaying you have proved 
an overt act to depoſe the King conſtructively, it muſt be by 
force, and I will read what Lord Hale ſays, upon it, — If men 
conſpire the death of the King, and the manner, and thereupon 


provide weapons, powder, harneſs, poiſon, or ſend letters for the 


execution thereof; you will mind the words, for the conſpirac 


and intention muſt come before the execution, and the mind of 


the man muſt have conceived the wicked intentiqn to do tlie 
act which conſtitutes the treaſon. Lord Hale ſays, If they . 
have got weapons, or fend letters for the execution thereot," 


namely, what he has projected in his own mind this is an ovgrt © 


act within this ſtatute.” He ſays, If men conſpire to impriſon 
the King by force till he hath yielded to certain demands, and 
for that purpoſe gather company, or write letters, this is an 
overt act to prove the compaſſing of the King's death, for it is 
inef&@ to deſpoil him of his kingly government, and ſo ad- 
| Fall the Judges in the Lord Cobham's calc, and in the 
cafe of the Earl of Eſſex, he being found guilty of attempting, 
by main force, to deſtroy the authority of Queen 2 hy 
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Lord Hale goes on to ſay this, leſt you ſhould come too faſt 
to a concluſion . but, then, this muſt be intended of a conſpiracy 
forcibly to detain or impriſon the King.” OT FR 
Now, Gentlemen, in this caſe 3 nothing to ſay to you 
upon this part of the ſubject, becauſe there is no part of the evi- 
diuence which ſtates any conſpiracy to ſeize the King. There is 
no part of the evidence that has the King's name in it; but they 
charge it as a conſpiracy to ſubvert the King's government and 
the conſtitution. That cannot be an overt act of high-treaſon 
as againſt the. King's perſon the charge is to ſubvert the funda- 
mental rules of the government, as eſtabliſhed, by a conſpiracy, 
— ᷣͤ 1 1 . 
No, Gentlemen, in order to accompliſh that, it is charged 
{and I ſaid I would read it more particularly, therefore I will 
read it now); it is for calling the Convention and conſpiring 
together with intent to deſtroy the government of this country, 
dy force, and that they did appoint a Committee of Co-opera- 
tion, conſiſting of the different perſons now in cuſtody ; and that 
the priſoner, at the bar, _conteferated and conſpired to call this 
Convention, with intent that this Gqnvention, ſo aſſembled, ſhould 
_ aſſume the functions of government, eſtabliſh itſelf as a Parlia- 
ment, and deſtroy all the legiſftive authority which the King 
* Has. It is for the Attorney General to ſatisfy you that this 
is that caſe; I admit he: gives you evidence from whence it 
is for you to judge whether the parties intended to deſtroy the 
King, who might not be ſuppoſed long to ſurvive the deſtruction 
of his authority. But before you can ſtir upon ſuch a charge, 
you muſt, upon your oaths, and in the preſence of God and 
your country, declare you have ſufficient materials to ſay that 
the parties who conſpired and met together, and conſulted to hold 
the Convention, did not hold that Convention for an innocent 
purpoſe, but that they met for the expreſs purpoſe of arreſting 
dy force; (and I call for an anſwer, for ſo the firſt caſe was put, 
until they were driven out of it by their evidence) by force, to 
ſubvert the rule and government of the country, which they 
could do in no other way than by aſſuming the power to them- - 
ielves, 5 „ 1 5 . 
| Gentlemen, in the courſe of this proceeding the beſt an- 
| thority I can ſtate for my purpoſe, better than the authority of 
any Judge living or dead, becauſe, I am ſure, what his Lordſhip 
ſaid upon one occaſion he will, ſay upon another—1s the au- 
thority of Lord Chief Juſtice Eyre, in that part of his charge 
to the Grand Jury, where he called upon them to deliberate ſe- 
riouſly upon ee before them. — He ſays, If there be 
ground to conſider the profeſſed purpoſe of any of theſe aſſocia- 
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tions, a Reform in Parliament as mere colour, and as a pre- 


text held out in order to cover deeper deſigns (that is the traĩtor- 
ous deſign to ſubvert the government, rule, and order of the 
country, and to get it into their hands), deſigns againſt the whole 
conſtitution and government of the country; the caſe of thoſe 


embarked in ſuch deſigns is that which I have already conſidered 


— Whether this be ſo or not, is mere matter of fact.“ The 


learned Judge puts an adjective to it, what ariſes from the evi- 
dence is mere conſequence of law He ſays, Whether this be 
ſo or not, is mere matter of fact; as to which I thall only re- 
mind you (Gentlemen, you will recolle& I am now at the Bar, 


ſpeaking the language of the Court) that an enquiry into a charge 
of this nature which undertakes to make out that the oftenfible 
purpoſe is a mere veil, under which is concealed a trattorous 
conſpiracy, requires cool and deliberate examination, and the 


moſt attentive conſideration; and that the reſult ſhould be per- 5 
fectly clear and ſatisfactory. Iπ ef common lite, no 
: 4 contrary to 


man is juſtified in imputin 
Wot | ence.“ he 
learned Judge ſays, this i ¶Meable ta but in high-trea- 

b y atighn IO Nord Coke ſays, 
it; and what 
A {trains of wit; 


but I cannot call it wit, dullneſs in it to 


call it ſo. Gentlemen, I thiNkwyaangoWervations of this kind, 


ou would not pull a feather out of a ſparrow's wing—then wh 


is a ſubject, who is intitled to all the protection of the law, | 
to be argued out of his reputation, and all that is dear to him, 


and even out, of life itſelf, which he holds under the law 2' 
The Attorney General has charged this as a crime, there- 


fore it is for him to prove it; I do not ftand here to diſprove, it 


is for him to prove, I mean to maintain, and I therefore made 


what I had to ſay upon the law ſhorter, becauſe I apprehend it 


can have no relation to the cafe laid before you, that not only 
there is not that ſort of evidence which reafonable men can 


deliberate upon, before they conſider what verdict they are to 


give, but literally, the Attorney General has given no evidence 


at all, nothing that I could not expoſe to a much greater degree 


of ridicule than I dare to do, as it ſo clearly affects the law of 


the country, and perhaps the lives ci thoſe perſons I ſhall be 


called upon hereaſter to defend — I he charge is, that all you 
have heard read, for you have had no parole evidence in the 
cauſe,” (except that which is in favour of the priſoner) is all 


colour, deceit, and fraud, and that the Attorney General has 
made dut provably without a poſſibility of doubt upon the occa- 
a e 5 „5 
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ſion, that this convention was held for the deteſtable purpoſe. 
charged in the indictment. In order to do this, the firſt ſtep 
Which he takes in the cauſe is, to tell you, that two ſocieties 
exiſted for a long time in this town, that they exiſted from the 
beginning for the purpoſes charged, that the Gentleman I am 
now defending was the great mover in all this ſcene of iniquity, 
he it was that organized both theſe ſocieties, he it was that 
prepared their reſolutions, he it was that promoted a conſpiracy, 
which has” been thought of magnitude enough to ſuſpend the 
deareſt privilege we have under the Engliſh laws, the Habeas 
Corpus . has ſaid a confpiracy exiſted, not among the # 
four or five named in the indictment, but among many thouſands 
in the country; he has ſaid, it exiſted not only in the two ſocie- 
ties, but that they correſponded with ſocieties in Edinburgh, 
Perth, Mancheſter, Shefheld, Birmingham, and almoſt all places 
in England and Scotland, and that it was for the expreſs 
purpoſe of ſubyerting the government ofthe country; and for 
that purpoſe, ſays he, Mr. Horne Tooke inſtituted this Society 
for Conſtitutional Information Has he proved that *!—No—T 
will prove the contrary of it—I will prove who did inſtitute it, 
and that it was inſtituted by a moſt worthy and honourable 
perſon, who will appear before you, and be examined upon the 
ſubject, if you ſhall think your time is not miſpent in hearing 
evidence upon the ſubject, after you have heard me. It was 
inſtituted by Major Cartwright, a man as much attached to the 
conſtitution as any in this country; and a man as able by his 
talents to underſtand the conſtitution, and as forward to give 
effect to it, as any man in the kingdom. I ſpeak that not from 
my brief, but from my own knowledge of the man We heard 
nothing of thrs conſpiracy till a great number of Members of 
Parliament aſſociated for this purpoſe—and though, as it muſt 
be ſuppoſed, we could not but know they were afſembled for 
theſe dark and deteſtable purpoſes, yet we kept within our walls, 
and Major Cartwright, who was then, and is now, and will 
continue to be a member of the Conſtitutional Society, is alſo a a 
member of that ſociety of which I am a member, namely, 
the Society of the Friends ofethe People. This ſociety was 
inſtituted in conſequence of the opinions which had been enter- 
tained by the greateſt men that have adorned this country for 
ages, upon the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform. The father 
of the preſent Miniſter, contemplating tae miſeries that had been 
brought upon the country, from the want of that controul 
which the people were intended to have upon the proceedings of 
Parliament, ſeeing the vaſt expenditure of the public money, 
and the improvident uſes made of it, ſeeing the ravages e 
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towards the deſtruction of the conſtitution, he was one of che © 
frſt perſons who called the attention of an enlightened public to 


the abſolute neceſſity of having a Reform in the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament, and to redeem and preſerve them from 


ruin; I ſpeak of the great Earl of Chatham—it was the foun- ; 


dation of his character and fame. One member of this ſociety, 
ſo inſtituted by Major Cartwright, was his Grace the Duke f 
Richmond, examined in a former cauſe, and who will be exa- 


mined in this, he is the author of the letter I hold in my hand; - | 


which has been before read in evidence, and proved by a witneſs, and 
which has been examined too by my learned friend Mr. Gibbs, 
while I was out of Court. —The Duke was a member of this 
ſociety, and his Grace's opinion, moſt undoubtedly, went to 
Annual Parliaments and Univerſal Suffrage ; and I don't think 
it is at all wonderful the opinions of that Nobleman made ſo great 

a progreſs as they then made; for, though I confeſs I am not of 
the ſame opinion as the Noble Duke, I think, as every man Who 
knows any thing of the Engliſh Government muſt think, the 
people have an inherent right to be governed in the way the 
univerſal conſent would have it. The peaple.would do ill for 
themſelves to defire the Houſe of Commons to carry forward. 


to the crown any propoſition of that ſort. The Duke of 5 


Richmond thought otherwiſe, and you will hear the arguments 
that ſupport his opinion They are arguments not merely calcu- 
lated to attract the attention = the ignorant, but to deſerve great 
conſideration and attention from the wiſe. His Grace was of 
an opinion, which grows more and more general, that ſome ſort 
of Reform wasdefirable in the Commons” Houſe of Parliament; 
but, he ſaid this, What ſort of Reform; ſome it muſt have, 
or the country is undone—but if you go to work haſtily, ſome _ 
perſons will want to go to one extent, others will want to go to 
another extent, and others will want to go to a third extent, and 
inſtead of making a ſtable and ſolid government, you only raiſe 
up confuſion and diſcontent ; to obviate all that, let the Reform 
be founded upon principle - give every man his own—glve every | 
man his right.'—The Duke of Richmond was of opinion, and 
is of opinion, I hope, for I cannot ſuppoſe, that after” fo much 
diſcuſhon he will withdraw his opinion, although he may not 
think this the proper ſeaſon for urging it; his Grace has deli- 
vered an opinion, which binds him perpetually to the canſe of 
Reform; he conſiders it as a right of the people, and you are now 
called upon to hang up, and take away the life of the gentleman ' 
whom'I am' defending, not for following the plan the Duke of 
Richmond laid down, not for uſing the fame: means which the 
Duke has FOTO; Rees going upon à plan much more 


3 
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_ reſtrained, ; 
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reſtrained, and much more moderate; and not ſeeking to carry 


"ef it into effect by the means which the Duke of Richmond has 


. General, for it muſt and ſhall be evidence / in this cauſe, that 
for the purpoſe of correcting the expenditure of the public 
money, a general convention ſat in the Guildhall of the city of 
London, and delegates, of ſeveral diſtricts were appointed, ſome 


n 
. 
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practiſed and inculcated. I will prove to you, in the year 1780, 
the whole was built upon it, and I can ſhew the Attorney 


of whom are now in my eye; and I will ſhew that not one ſtep 
has been taken by the moſt unfortunate perſons, who are the 
conſtitutionally taken by thoſe whoſe example they have 


many of them are abſurd ; but that is not the queſtion ; here 
the queſtion is, What were the objects of this man ?--- Theſe 


papers are charged to be written with an intention that a conven- 
tion ſhould do ſo and ſo; a man muſt have formed his intention 


before he can publiſh any paper. My propoſition is this, not 
that there is not a great many papers read in this cauſe that are 


libellous; but if we come to look at the evidence, it is as true as 
the compaſs is to the pole, that the object they drive at is 
2 Parliamentary Reform, by collecting the ſenſe of the people; 
conſcious that the Parliament would not give up upon flight 
application any of its power; they determined to procure relief, 


by that means which will ever procure it from the Houſe of 
Commons, that is, by the flow and progreſſive effect of the 


general opinion of the nation: and it is my duty, for the honour 
of the Parliament to ſay, they will attend to that whenever it 


comes before them as the opinion of the nation. The very uſe of 
Parliament is to give colour and ſanction to the public opinion; 
it is the office of the Houſe of Commons ---it is not like the 


Houſe of Lords, who, my clients never thought of ſtirring, 
or like the King's Majeſty, who is fixed and permanent: It is 


not like thoſe branches of the government, which none of my 


ditary dignity of the Houſe of Lords; but the Repreſentation of 
the Houſe of Commons js all they want corrected, they are the 


agents and ſervants ofthe people, who are their only controul. Take 


away the Houſe of Commons; and how does this ſtate differ 
from the laviſh ſtate of a great part of mankind ; how, but by 


that balance, are we to enjoy our rights; and how have the peo- 
ple that controul, if they do not chuſe their repreſentatives in 
Parliament themſelves ?---We have demonſtrated: and put upon 


the journals of the Houſe 


of Commons this, we ſaid, we aik 


e ph of this proſecution, that was not, in my opinion, legally 

an 

followed, Now, mind me, Gentlemen, I wiſh to be well with 
15 r am not here defending all the papers which you have 

heard read, many of them are indecent, many are rath, and 


= 


clients ever thought of touching; neither do "my attack the here- 
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redreſs, if you think our ſtatement is not true, we. will prove 85 | 5 1 
it if it is true, do you mean to ſay, this is a thing that ought © 
not to be redreſſed or conſidered, namely, that gr individuals 


procure a return of 139 members. can you believe it is true? 
I am not talking of it here as if it was not known; I have 


the honour to be a member of the Houſe of Commons myſelf, 
and what I am now reading was offered to that Houſe by regu * 


lar motion, and ſeconded by me, offering to prove, that 162 


perſons in this country, and we are by the laws all equal, all 


holding our property under the ſame ſanction, and ſubject to the 


ſame privileges, except thoſe his Majeſty thinks proper to lift 


up to rank and power, when he pleaſes; we offered to prove, 


that 162 men in this country, return 306 out of 513 members, 
and that is a majority of the Houſe of Commons.---Every thing 


that is to promote the glory or honour of the country, every 
thing that is to keep us in poſſeſſion of our rights and liberties, or 


to ruin us, to make us happy, or to make us the pooreſt, meaneſt, 
and the moſt wretched nation in the world, depends (and the 


Houſe of Commons is, what I truſt it always will be, 'power- 
ful in the ſcale of this country) its deliberations depend upon 
162 perſons only of this country---I don't mean to ſay, that 
my clients are. not guilty, if in conſequence of the abuſes 
which ariſe from this, they ſhould take upon themſelves to 
ſay, © becauſe this is a Parliament not repreſenting the peo- 
ple, we will colle& the ſentiments and views of the people, 
and having collected them, will call a convention, and ſuperſede 
that Parliament, and become ourſelves that Parhament ;*---his 
Lordſhip indulgently checked me, though I never meant to 
maintain, when [I ſaid the people had a right, as they have in 
this country, to make their government; I never meant to make 


uſe of it as an argument to ſtand upon, that it was a bad conſti- 
tution, .or that they might, by force, overthrow it ; but, when 


we ſee men recurring to thoſe honourable and glorious maxims, 
when we ſee men in theſe times referring to thoſe glorious deeds 


which their anceſtors atchieved, when they vindicated their 


Tights, and when they drove trom the inheritance of the crown 

that branch from which a race of Kings ſprung for many 
hundred years, and ſent almoſt for a private man to reign, as Ins. 
Majeſty does reign, the King of the people, and it is the moſt 


glorious title a man can enjoy, and I am free to ſay it, as I love _ 
the King; for I can have no other reſpect for him, no other ® | 
affection for him, than that which grows from the common 
relation of the Prince to the ſubject. But ſpeaking of him who* 

is to inherit that Crown, though other perſons have aſſumed the 
place J once had, no man can be more intereſted, or ſo much fo, 
as I am in the proſperity, honour, and glory of that Prince; 
and I have more than once defended his title, inheritance, and 
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Richmond, and this was ſtated by hi 
eſt of all evidence for me, for it has appeared in the cauſo 
on the part of the Crown. The Attorney General has done his 
caſe, if he has not done it now he can do it no more, and great 


— em r 
hopes, and if his inheritance does not ſtand upon that glorious 
title, it is not worth having, and it is not long to be had, I fay 
this to the people of e ee is your conſtitution, it is 


not faſtened upon you like ſomething that is to cruſh you, it has 


deſeended from your anceſtors, it is their work, it is the work 


of their heroic valour and wiſdom, they have made it for you, 
and you have a right, as they had, to do as they did before you; 
you will cling and grapple to it, for there is nothing like it upon 


.- theearth, and never will be; let the people know what their rights 
are, (and they ſhall know them as long as it pleaſes God to al- 
low me the light of reaſon) tell the people of England this is their 


conſtitution, that it is freely their own, and they will cling - 


and prapple to it; and no man, or ſet of men, will be able to 
. . tear or force them from their allegiance to it; but tell them it is 
ſtrapped upon their backs, that they muſt bend under it, tell 


them they muſt not proceed to addreſs the Legiſlature, or to 


_ conſider at any time their wrongs, and what will and muſt 


be the conſequences in the ſeaſon in which we live? For God 
Almighty's ſake, let thoſe who rule in this country beware how 


ey ruin it by ſuch doctrines ; tell them their own---the people 
Or 


ngland are a generous people; they know the value of their 
own inſtitutions ; put confidence in them, let them be free, and 
nothing is to be feared ; but if we ſet one half of the people to 
defame the other, I tremble to think what the conſequences will 


be This was ſtated to be 3 the noble Duke of 
elf this is the great- 


as his learning and ingenuity is, he cannot alter facts, or make 


black white. I mean to go through the whole evidence, and 
the queſtion is, whenever a ſet of men ſay, all we have been doing 


is following the plans of thoſe gentlemen who could not be 
ſuſpected to do any thing but what was honourable, whether 
you will faſten a contrary imputation upon us? The Duke of 


Richmond ſays this, The leſſer reform (which is my client's 
reform) has been attempted with every poſſible advantage in its 


favour, not only from the zealous ſupport of the advocates for 


a more effectual one, but from the affiſtance of men of great 


weight, both in and out of power ; but with all theſe tempera- 


ments and helps, it has failed---not one proſelyte has been 
gained from corruption, nor has the leaſt ray of hope been held 


out from any quarter, that the Houſe of Commons was inclined 
to adopt any other-mode of Reform. The weight of corruption. 
has cruthed this more gentle, as it would have defeated any 


maore efficacious plan in the ſame circumſtances, From that 


2 Ne quarter 
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quarter, therefore, I have nothing to h „From what 


duaxter ?---from the Houle of Commons he has then tried it-> 
he ſays, not one proſclyte has been gained from corruption, 


nor has the leaſt ray of hope been held out from any quarter - 
therefore what? he fays, It is from the ficaſile at large that 4 


exfieft any good ;---and I am convinced that the only ways to 


make them feel that they are really concerned in the buſineſs, is 


to contend for their fu!l, clear, and indiſhutable Rights of Uni. i 


_ verſal Refreſentation.” Not to tell the Houſe of Commons it is 


wiſe and political to do it, but that it is their right-—rights that 


are contradictory, cannot exiſt in the imagination; 'two rights 
contrary to each other cannot exiſt, but my client offers no tuch 


argument, and therefore the Duke of Richmond, when he 


comes to give evidence, will not be permitted to retire, may be 


he may be put into a ſafe place, perhaps we may keep him here | 


when he comes as a witneſs, and 2 he may be brought 
| 1 | . 

to that place, and try how he will Io 

done ten times more than thoſe men have done, who are now in 


priſon, and have been for ſome months. He goes on, © hut 


their plan has now had a fair trial, and (if it is from the inclina- 
tion of Parliament that practability is to be expected) has been 
found as impractable as ours. The more extenſive. plan, 


at the ſame time that its operation is more complete, depends 


on a more effectual ſupport than that of the people.” 
Now, Gentlemen, it is amazing the effect theſe ſort of pa- 

pers have according as they are read. Suppoſe this was put into 

the hands of Mr. Shelton, and he was to tell you it was a 


letter from Citizen Yorke, or from Citizen Margarot, all this 


would be converted into treaſon in a moment; they ſay, we don't 
leave you to gueſs it, but we ſhew it you clearly without doubt; 
every. witneſs ſaid both now and on the former trial, after th 


had collected the ſenſe of the people, they knew the Houſe of 
Commons would make a- Reform; but would not, if it was 
petitioned by a few thouſand people at one time, and a few 
thouſand at another, becauſe they knew they would be treated 
with difreſpe& ; but the moment they collected the ſenſe of 


the people at large, Parliament, they knew, would do it, but not 
without. How, I pray you, was the Slave Trade carried? Par- 
lament would not liſten to it; they treated it with contempt; 


but I muſt ſay the arguments were ſo weighty againſt it I could” : 


not poſſibly, as an honeſt man, give my aſſent to it, becaulea 


| know, from my own knowledge, a great part of the evidence, given: 
before the Parliament, was erroneous and exaggerated; 'having- 

been in thoſe iſlands myſelf, I know the Slaves are in a better 

lituation than was ſtated; and I know, in many inſtances, it Will 


be impoſſible for the planters to carry on their buſineſs, for ſome 


- 


ok there, becauſe he has 


length 
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length of ie merely by the whites on the Iſlands; but when the. 
eat public yoice of the people of England was collected to- 
ther, and when the people ſurrounded the Parliament, not with 


arms, but with Committees and Petitions, that were held in every 
corner of the country, the univerſal voice of the people came; 
and I recollected I was a repreſentative of the people, and 


there was a voice louder than mine. A member of Parliament 
has no right to inſtruct his conſtituents, but the whole people of 


England have a fair right to go a conſiderable way in directing 


their members in Parliament what their duty is; and all that 


can be laid before you, or ſaid upon the ſubject, is, that my- 
Clients, who are ſeven people only, met together for that purpoſe ; 
and ſurely Mr. Attorney 3 who is a man of wiſdom and 
experience, don't mean to ſay that theſe ſeven people, now in 
Newgate, intended to be a Parliament Where are all the reſt ? 
One hundred and thirty Delegates met at Edinburgh—from 
whom ? Delegates from Societies, the numbers of which they 


knew, the books and papers of which they knew—where is this 


conſpiracy to end? What man is ſafe who has ever' belonged 
to them? Where is the line to be drawn, and when is doubt 
and terror to be at an end! How many tenants, at will of 


the Miniſtry, are there to be in this country, if they belong 
to theſe Societies? If a man happens to belong to a Society 
which meets for the purpoſe of conſidering the legality of peti- 


tioning Parliament, and if that is brought at all into queſtion, 


or debate, by a raſh miſguided man, who, from the enthuſiaſm 3 


of his mind, or his private opinion, puts forth things to the world 
that ſtrike upon the ear, as being wrong, you are to ſay, that a 
man, who knew nothing of thoſe raih meaſures propoſed, is to 
be condemned as if involved in the guilt, becauſe he correſponded 


with the Society. The King's witneſſes have declared, upon 


their oaths, ſuch was their objects only, and thoſe men are to be 


believed, becauſe they are brought on the part of the Crown. 


Gentlemen, having ftated ſo much of the letter as is neceſſary at 


5 r (and you will hear it read by and bye) I ſhall call upon the 


uke of Richmond to explain it when the officers of the Crown 
ſhallaſk him any queſtion the law of the land will ſuffer them to aſk. 
This Society, the Conſtitutional Society, to which Mr. Tooke 
belongs, was inſtituted upon the plan of the Duke of Richmond. 


It was inftituted by a man with whom the Duke of Richmond 
 aQed, and with whom Mr. Pitt acted; and here let me cut away 
the arguments which the Attorney and Solicitor General relied 


upon ſo much—mark the conduct of theſe people—you ſee the 


fame perſon who is, as he tells you; and as his Counſel will prove, 
no candidate for Univerſal Suffrage, but for a more moderate 
Reform; you ſee him co-operating with a man, and Iam exactly 


f 
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one of the Society of the Friends of the People; you ſee him 
co- operating with one, but why ſhould I ſay one, I will fay 
_ what is more, the moſt enlightened man in this country; à man 
to whom this country, in my judgment, owes more than it is 


likely to owe to any other man in any other ſeaſon, I mean the ' 


gentleman who ſpeaks nothing of univerſal Suffrage in his letter, 


in anſwer to Mr. Hardy's application, namely Mr. Fox, who 


ſaid, he would preſent his petition, though he would not agree 
to annual Parliaments or univerſal Suffrage; yet, in 1780, when 
Mr. Fox was a Delegate from Weſtminſter, as many illuſtrious 


perſoris were from other places, to a Convention, which Dele- 


gates were to conſider of the” beſt means of obtaining a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, it was carried _ the opinion of Mr. Fox 
to preſent a petition for that purpoſe; it will be read in evidence, 
and you will ſee his name ſigned to it, though it is moſt no- 
torious his own opinions and inclinations went againſt it. When 
a man is in a ſociety he muſt be ruled by that which is done in 
that ſociety ; we ſhall ſhew you, in this particular cafe, that 
when the Correſponding Society firſt inſtituted its proceedings, 
their objects were avowed and expreſſed to be-thoſe of the Duke 


of Richmond and Mr. Pitt ; laying aſide this, here is the Crown's .. 


evidence to ſhew the original inſtitution which they pub- 
liſhed to the world. There is no ſtatute of limitation upon 


' treaſon, this might equally be brought forward many years 


hence as now, this that was publiſhed by the Duke of Richmond 
and Mr. Pitt, was not conſidered by the officers of the Crown 
as a libel, for if it is, it is not too late, if the Attorney Gene- 
ral thinks ſuch a proceeding would be decent, to call to account 

the men who wrote or publiſhed it. That which they now conſider 
to be high treaſon, was publiſhed very near three years ago, 
and all the proceedings, from firſt to laſt, were publiſhed in every 


. newſpaper, ſold in every ſhop, and known to every man in the 


kingdom, and yet, till now, was never thought to contain that 
which now furniſhes this elaborate enquiry, and which you have 


been obliged to liſten to for ſo many days. They ſtate this, lay- 5 


ing aſide all pretenſions to originality, we claim no other merit 


than that of reconſidering * varying what has been urged on 
the common cauſe by the Duke of Richmond, Mr. Pitt,” and 


their then honeſt party, years back; now differing from them, we . 
ſupport the banner of truth againſt the miſrepreſentations xf 


men: The banner of truth, that ſounds like ſomething that 
comes from the Jacobins; they are claiming and holding forth 


nothing but that which has been done by the beſt people in their 
own country; they claim no merit as to originality, and m 


Lord 


* 
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5 in the ſame predicament myſelf, being with Major Cartwright, — I 
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Lord has told you it is not merely coming to him that will do; 
but the Attorney General muſt prove that this does not mean 


= what I fay it does; it is a matter of fact, and my Tord Chief 


Juſtice in delivering his charge to the Jury upon the late trial, ſo 
far from ſaying, that men ſhould not be entitled to all the benefit” 
to be derived from the fair conſtruction of their exprethons, ſaid, 
even when their expreſſions were againſt them, God forbid they 
ſhould be bound up by them, or even by their conduct, for in a 
matter of the moſt penal nature, it ought to receive the moſt li- 
beral and candid interpretation. | EN 
Gentlemen, we'are now upon the ſecond trial, and if there was 
any conſpiracy it would have appeared upon the firſt ; but after 
Mr. Hardy, he Secretary to the Correſponding Society, has 
been acquitted, although every letter, almoſt, was written by him, 
or with his coguizance; although the expreſſions are in his own 
hand writing; although, he ſays, I mean what the Duke of Rich- 
mond meant, and all the parole evidence ſaid, they meant the 
iame—how is the Lord Chief Juſtice's argument ſubverted and 
torn to pieces? The Lord Chief Juſtice ſays, inſtead- of giving 
them credit for it, men ſhall not even be bound by what they 
write in ſuch a caſe, They preface one of their papers with an 
extract from Thompſon's Poem of Liberty; and they then 
ſtate they ſeck the regeneration of their own conſtitution; they 
Jock up to that which Mr. Put, in former times had ſought ; and 
whether it be good or evil is nothing to the purpoſe ; I don't 
want to debate whether it is or not—L would not give this bit of 
wax from the candle for your opinion upon it—nor do care what 
opinion you entertain upon it the queſtion is, whether I have 
not a Tight to aſk you, upon your oaths, in a cafe of high trea- 
fon, the moſt awful caſe that can be bropght, when men, 
in their original inſtitutions, and ſince that time (for I will 
carry it up to the very time that brought us to this place) when 
they tell you what they mean, who ſhall ſay they don't mean it. 
Says Mr. Solicitor General, in commenting upon this part 
people may talk of their loyalty, love, and admiration of the con- 
ftitution, when nothing like it is in their hearts. Lord. Lovat did 
ſo When he was donſpiring to overturn it Why, that obſervation 
is hardly worthy ſo learned a man as Mr. er General. 
Gentlemen, Lord Lovat was taken in open rebellion, with arms 
zn his hands; and, therefore, it makes a great difference between 
+ + the two caſes; if a man is taken in open rebellion, with arms, 
there can be no doubt bf his intention; if a man holds a knife to 
ent your throat, and ſays, I love you very much, you would not 
put much faith in him. Lord Lovat's caſe is another thing, he 
was in open rebellion and taken with arms; but what is become 
of the arms in this caſe, even that ſolitary pike that ſtood in the 


COrner, 
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chrner, in the former cauſe, no longer makes its appearance; 
not even the knives make their appearance. Lam very glad 
they did becauſe they are ſo univerſally known in every part of 
the country, the people are ſhocked and aſhamed they ſhould 
be given in evidence; and they have, from all parts of the coun- 


try, been pouring in knives upon me that I have got this box 


almoſt full: in ſhort, Gentlemen, if all other trades fail me; I 
may ſet up a cutler's ſhop in conſequence of this cauſmem. 
Gentlemen, be ſo good to attend to the next paſſage, * nu» 
merous as our grievances are (this is the original inſtitution of the 
Correſponding Society) if we once regain an annually- elected Par- 
liament; and that Parliament be fairly choſen by all the people, 
the people will again ſhare in the government of their country.“ 
Regain annual Parliaments ] I thought all tins was to ſubvert 
the conſtitution, and to make a new one never known in this 
country. How can you poſhbly regain that which you never 
had? How can you poſſibly reſtore that which never had an ex- 
iſtence ? They tell you they want to ſubvert and deſtroy the go- 


vernment, and to ſet up a Republic; that is, by deſtroying the 


King. Prove it, and I give up my Client to your vengeance; I. 
have as much intereſt in it as any man. In order to prove they 
meant to ſubyert the government of their country, they ſet out in 
the cauſe by reading that which manifeſts the contrary ; and eve 
man, who has eyes to read or ears to hear it read, mult ſay it is 
directly contrary to that which was ſtated, they tell you it means 
directly contrary to what the words expreſs, and that, in a caſe 
where all the oracles of the law, and all the reverend Judges ys 
treaſon is a crime that muſt not be proved by preſumption, infe 
rence, or conſtruction, but mult be proved, provably, by the un- 
erring force of demonſtration. - | 
Gentlemen, I am in poſſeſhon of a great deal more than 


— 


merely my own obſervations. My Lord Chief Juſtice, who 8 


tried Thomas Hardy, ſaid this, which I call to his Lordſhip's re- 
collection, he ſaid, that it was but faintly aſſerted at the bar, 
that the priſoner muſt not be taken to be implicated in all the 
materials laid before the Court, for many of them were ſigned by 
himſelf as Secretary; and a man holding that office muſt be 
ſuppoſed to read what he ſigned; many of them were letters ad- 


dreſſed to him; many of them were written in his own hand. 


which he acted upon, and muſt he cognizant of. My Lord 
Chief Juſtice, in arguing a collateral point, ſaid more than it 
was neceſſary to concede, for it was not even faintly, but not at 
all aſſerted; to be ſure he muſt be taken to be implicated in it, 
zs he knew all that was acted; if it was a conipiracy, he was a 
conſpirator; if treaſon, he was a traitor; if che intent is true, as 
charged upon this record, he knew of that intent, and had that 


3 . | intent 


— 


* 1 


* 464  _ToOHN HORNE TOOKE. 
| Intent himſelf; for there was- no other principle upon which 
he could purſue the meaſures he did; and the Jury Who ac- 
juitted that man, and received ſo much honour and applauſe 
25 ſo acquitting him, are branded with perjury, for there is not 
the ſmalleſt colour for acquitting him upon any other ground but 
that the charge was totally nugatory, and the conſpiracy alſo. 
7 Whatever a man libels, or whatever may be written at Chalk 
Pages + Farm, or the Globe Tavern, unleſs you can ſay it was im ful- 
filment of the traitorous conſpiracy arg has nothing to do- 
with this or any other of theſe cauſes; but, at all events, it did 
transfix the priſoner, who ſtood at the bar, in as much as he 
could not, in the nature oft hings, be ignorant of the conſpiracy, 
| if any, which ſubfiſted in the two London Societies, the Socie- 
ties at Mancheſter and Sheffield, and the other Societies in the 
country are ſuppoſed to be formed of ignorant people, and 
drawn into the vortex of theſe two great bodies in London; 
yet, we are now advanced far m the ſecond caufe, and who 
have you got before you? The perſon who is ſuppoſed to 
be the leader, and who has conſpired to overthrow the King and 
Conſtitution, with the man who has been acquitted by his Jury 
(God bleſs them for it) being charged” with a conſpiracy, for 
\ which there was not the leaſt foundation upon earth. That 
; | there were things ſaid and written, that were indecent, I admit, 
but the queſtion is—whether this writing and ſpeaking was for 
| the purpoſe charged ? I contend there is not the leaſt pretence 
- for faying it was with the intent that conſtitutes this charge. . 
\ | | Gentlemen, the next thing is of a piece with that J have before 
=_ ated ; they tell you, and I have ſome reaſon to complain—not 
i] of my learned Friend, for I have no reaſon to complain of 
| him, but the Common's Houſe of Parliament, which I have no: 
right to complain of in this place, thought fit to give a qualifi- 
cation to this exparte evidence, which they have heaped together; 
they addreſſed the King to ſuſpend the great palladinm of our 
liberty; they petitioned the King to do that: and, therefore, 
the Attorney General was bound, in honour, to the pri- 
foners as well as juſtice to the public, to lay before the Jury 
every material that he has laid before them. I have no reaſon 
to accuſe him or- any of the Gentlemen, (every one of whom J 
reſpect) with having entangled this evidence 19 much, it is only 
matter of aſtoniſhment to me how they ſhould have found their 
Way through it. I don't charge them with having dealt hardly 
by any e at the bar; and when I come to ſpeak, as I muſt, 
of the ſeverity and cruel hardſhips my Client has ſuffered, I beg 
it may not attach upon the law of this country, to which the 


— 


bonourable independence of the Bar gives ſo great a luſtre; there | 
is nothing T have ſo much at heart, at this moment, as to make 
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an impreſſion, not merely upon you, but I hope TI ſhall upon all, 
and particularly my learned friend, Mr. Attorney General, who, 
cannot poſſibly know all that has been done in the laſt cauſe, 
or in this. 1 hope I ſhall make ſome impreſſion upon him 


that may be productive of the moſt beneficial conſequences here 


_ after; and for that reaſon, though I ſhall exhauſt myſelf much, 
| ; chooſe to be very particular in the obſervations upon the evi- 
ence. | | 


Gentlemen, I am goi on to ſtate the next accuſation is, 


that wr had no ſooner ſet up this Society, than a Society at 

Norwich wrote to them to know what was the object of their 
inſtitution, and that conſcious that the object of their inſtitution 
was different from what it expreſſed, they ah guarded ſort of 
enigmatical letter, in order to deceive them. I confeſs I never 
was ſo much ſurprized in my life as at this obſervation; I think 
it is hardly poſſible to ſtate a more abſurd one; the letter ſtates 
this in the year 1792 (and what a ſet of lazy conſpirators they 
were, as you find they had only got together eighteen or nine- 
teen in 1794) the letter from Norwich ſays, Our princi- 
pal deſign in doing this, is, that we may have an opportunity of 
knowing more exactly what may be thought the molt eligible 
ſteps to be taken in carrying on this great buſineſs of our aſſo- 
ciated brethren, and to have an opportunity to aſk ſuch ſort of 
queſtions as may be thought very reaſonable among the bre- 
thren ; eſpecially when we think that publications are covered 
with a ſort of obſcurity in it, as the Sheffield peoples? declaration, 
which ſeemed determined to ſupport the Duke of Richmond's 
plan only.” Now mind, there is an end of the charge upon the 
Sheffield people and their obſcurity, for in this cauſe I am now 
ſpeaking upon, the Attorney General has called witneſſes who 
were members of the Sheffield Society, and they ſay, that was 
their purpoſe, namely, the Duke of Richmond's plan; and the 
book was put into the hands of the witneſſes. I have got attending 
here many reſpectable men who will ſwear poſitively, in the pre- 


ſence of God and their country, there never was an idea in that 


large Society, except to obtain univerſal Suffrage and annual 
Parliaments, by holding meetings, or by a Convention of Dele- 
gates, to collect . 

thould find out the beſt plan to be carried on by all means that 
were legal. They ſay, © But fince we find, in a printed letter 


received from them in a book, that they mean to abide by ſome - 


moderate Reform, as may hereafter be brought forward by the 
Friends of the People, which method is uncertain to us. Again 
we find that the Friends of the People, and the Society for Conſti- 
tutional Information, do not exactly agree; we could be glad 
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of the people, and that theſe Delegates 


ta 


” + Beg 


8 
br”. 
2, 
> 
* 
9 
4 
2 
% 
* 5 y 
* 
1 
«4 
- N 
* 
46 


396 ru TRIHAL or 


Monarchy by the roots; 


to know the reaſon. It ſeems to me as though the difference 


Was this: The Friends of the People mean only a partial Re- 


form, becauſe they leave out the words expreſſing the Duke of 
Richmond's plan, and talk only of a Reform ; while the Man- 
cheſter people ſeem to intimate, by addreſſing Mr. Paine, as 
though they were intent uion . me firincifiles only. Now, 
to come cloſer to the main queſtion, it is only defired to know | 
whether the generality of the Societies mean to reſt ſatisfied with 


the Duke of Richmond's plan only; or whether it is their firtvate 


deſign to fs ufe Afonarchy by the roots and filace Democracy in its 
fiead ! In the firſt place, Mr. Horne Tooke, the gentleman at 
the bar, has no more to do with this letter than ary of you to 
whom I am addrefling myſelf ; but without ſpeaking at all of 
the gentleman in this cauſe, I ſhall keep him from all danger, 
and ſhew no conſpiracy exiſted at all in any of the Societies 
with which he correſponded. Is it to be endured that treaſon 
and conſpiracy ſhall be faſtened upon a man by aſking the queſ- 
tion whether [hen it? if the anſwer is, I mean by an armed 
force to bring on a Republic in the country, that ſhews how I 
mean it; they have aſked you as to the object they had in view, 


and they refer you to their addreſſes. 


Now, ſays the Attorney General in the laſt cauſe, and the 
Solicitor General in this, we refer you to their addreſſes: -h 
did they content themſelves with referring you to their addreſſes! 
they ſhould go on with the inference to be drawn trom them, 
therem you will ſee (nota bene, look at them) that they mean 
to diſſeminate political knowledge, to demand a reſtoration 
of their rights, in Annual Parliaments ; the members of thoſe 
Parliaments owing their election to the unbought and unbiaſſed 
citizens, in poſſeſſion of reaſon, and not incapacitated by the 
commiſſion of crimes. Thoſe are the very words uſed by the 


Duke of Richmond, whoſe pupils they were: they ſay, look 


into our addreſſes, and you will ſee we don't want to rih uſt 
but we mean to have that which the 
Duke of Richmond has ſtated, Annual Parliaments and Uni- 
verſal Suffrage. They conſidered that to be the ground work 
of every neceſſary Reform; to that ground they ſteadily adhere, 
plan upon earth. | | 
After having ſet myſelf right with my learned friends at 
the bar, and mcaning to extend my argument no further 
than where it ought to be confined, is it fair or candid in any 
tribunal, let the renk and authority of that tribunal be what 
It may, to ſay that perſons have not been explicit in their anſwers 


and turn neither to the right or to the left to follow any other 


# 


to a queſtion, when they refer you to their addreſſes, and tell 
you (and they don't do it generally but ſay it poſitively) there 
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is that which is our object, there you will find our plan, and 
from that plan we will not deviate, neither to the right or to the 


left. Ithink it is impoſſible for any men whatever, in the com- 


mon offices of life to conduct themſelves with more candour 
or firmneſs they go on to ſay, let your endeavours 80 o en- 
or regu- 


creafe the numbers of your ſociety, to form plans 
lating the exiſting abuſes, and to obtain an equal Repreſentation 
in Parhament.' 46: | 3 e e 

Gentlemen, the next point to which I will call your attention 
is, that which comes cloſè to the conſideration of this cauſe ;— 
you obſerve, that the charge is for holding a Convention in the 
year 1794, upon the 28th of March, for I ſhall read to you in 
evidence, the proceedings of the convention ſo held, verbatim 
and all the letters and papers of the convention. It is charged 


| a 


upon the record, to have been held for the deteſtable purpoſe of 


conſpiring to depoſe and deſtroy the King; and the Solicitor 


General will give me leave to aſk (as he dwelt upon the 


words let us hold another Convention”) what is that other 
convention ?— What, ſays the Solicitor General, can it be, 
but to hold another Britiſh Convention, ſimilar to that which 


was held in North Britain, conſiſting of Delegates from 


the different ſocieties, which were diſperſed by the authority of 


the law. I take him at his word—has he attempted to make 
out, or ſhall it be ſaid, that thoſe unfortunate perſons who got 
together at Edinburgh, (the 140 delegates from ſocieties im- 

menſely numerous in Scotland, and who formed the convention) 


muſt be held. equally implicated in guilt with their ſocieties, 
formed of a vaſt portion of his Majeſty's moſt affectionate ſub- 

jects in North Britain? It is ſaid, this was a convention intend- 

ing to ſubvert, and did aſſume to itſelf, all the powers of goyern- 

ment, and did that which the others intended to do if 

not been nipped in the bud by the diſperſion of the Society, the 


_ arreſt of its members, and by the inſtitution of this proceeding. 


Let us ſee what the Attorney General has proved, for really it 


fills one with horror to think the lives of men are to depend or be 
affected by wading through ſuch matters as this. How are men 


to defend themſelves, if they have not only their own tranſgreſ- 
ſions to anſwer for, but are to have heaped upon their heads 
every thing done in every corner of the kingdom by perſons 


with whom- they have no connections, and whoſe names, per- 


haps, they never heard of ?— Where is the purſe that is able to 


contend againſt ſuch a proſecution ? Where is the man capable 
of contending 5 we it? And where is the tribunal with ſufi- 


cient ſtrength of body or mind to determine it? | | 
Let us fee whether the Attorney General has made out his 
major propoſition, whether this Convention, in Scotland, was 


what 
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what the other is ſuppoſed to be, and with which my client has not 


_ cauſe upon principles he was not called upon to fight it. He 


* 


the ſmalleſt part to do ? Whether it was a Convention meaning 
to ſubvext the government by force, and aſſuming to itſelf the 
functions of parliament, intending to exerciſe them? In the 
firſt place, my client has a right to expect this from the Gen- 
tlemen; and before I begin to conſider what that Convention 


did, let us ſee what the honourable gentleman, whom I repreſent, 
had to do with it. ; | 


„There was a propoſition made by one Mr. Williams to 


ſend Delegates to the Convention, which was, at that time, 
to be held at Edinburgh—a Convention—tor what? A Con- 


vention to deſtroy the foundation of the government of this 
country? Was it to be held in ſecret ? Did the people get to- 


gether under the ſeal of ſecrecy, and communicate together how 
they might go on under the ſurface to blow up the whole go- 
vernment, and ſhew themſelves clothed with the dignity and 


majeſty of authority? No, theſe perſons did what their ſuperiors 


had done in 1780, for exactly the ſame purpoſe, not chooſing 
to encounter the charge of being rioters (for perſons cannot 
meet in large bodies without being thought ſa), they agreed to 
ſend peaceable perſons to repreſent them ; they ſent them ta 
Edinburgh to purſue the object of Reform in the Commons? 
Houſe of Parliament, by all means that were legal and conſti- 
tutional. Aye, but, ſays the Attorney General, they were 


means that were treaſonable and ſeditious. Then prove 1t—and 


What proof have you? In che firſt place, Mr. Horne Tooke 


being a member of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 


has his name entered in their book—How dangerous is this doc- 
tine ;. and is it not ſtrange that evidence, which would not da 
in a caule of 10 l. value, ſhall be ſufficient, in a trial for life or 
death? They would make you believe a ſociety is to be conſi- 
dered as a corporation is, and that the act of the one is the act 
of the whole. Inſtead of that poor man I defended the other 
day, if I had not an acute, a ſagacious, and able man to de- 
tend, who is capable of defending himſelf, how could I have 
got at that I am now ſtating to you? Lcould not know he was 


not preſent, although his name appears as being ſo, unleſs his pe- 


netration had diſcovered it. How was it poſſible for me to know it? 


but the honourable Gentleman happened to aſk Mr. Adams the 
_ fact; and it ſhews what ought to be written upon the hearts of 
all men, and their children after them, that you ought to take 
care, when you are trying men for their lives, not to convict them 
upon flight evidence. Suppoſe this had been criminal, as it 


was not, the honourable and learned Gentleman has fought this 
told 
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told me, as he told the Court, he thought it might operate to 


criminate others, had he conducted his cauſe in any. other wax 
than he has. He ſays, there is no criminality, 1 mightſayx 


alone, I am not criminal, but I diſdain to do that, becauſe other 
men are involved in it, therefore, I call upon you, Mr. Erſkine, 
to defend the major part of the eauſe, as well as the minor, and 


to ſhew the acts of others (which I have a right to do in this 5 


* 


cCauſe) are not the foundation of any complaint. 
Gentlemen, I am contending, that Mr. Horne Tocke was not 


preſent when the propoſition to ſend Delegates was made. — 


When it was made it met with great diſapprobation and for 
what reaſon was it? Was it becauſe they thought a rebellion 


was to be ſet on foot in Edinburgh? No; the Friends of the Peo- 


ple refuſed their aſſent for the fame. reaſon as Mr. Tooke did, 
5 — they thought it a frivolous piece of bufineſs. Ff they 
thought it criminal, they would have been ſcandalous, indeed, if 
they had ſent the anſwers they did to the Correſponding So 

ciety; for after the Friends of the People, whoie conduct has 
been approved of by the Attorney General, after we were 


aſked---(I, who ſpeak to you, being a member) will you ſend a 


Delegate to this Convention, in addition te the lift that ſtands 


upon record? We refuſed to ſend a Delegate, becauſe we 
thought it an idle thing, and to no purpoſe; we ſaid, although 


we know you are going to hold a Convention; although we 


know your intentions are good, yet, we will have nothing to do 
with it. Upon the ſame principle the honourable Gentleman 


would have nothing to do with it; ſo far from thinking it cri- 


minal, we offered to correſpond with the Correſponding Sg- - 
ciety, and to co-operate with them in every thing that carried | 


forward the object of a Parliamentary Reform; though, we did 
not agree with them in the ſpecies of Reform it was their pur- 
poſe to accompliſh, becauſe it would have been madneſs in us 


to have done ſo, if they thought it would be accompliſhed by 


any body but Parliament itſelf. We thought the wiſdom of 
Parliament would bring into effect all the crude ideas which the 
private ſocieties had concocted. What did this ſociety do ?. They 
poſtponed the meeting from the 25th to the 28th, and they held 
what is called a ſpecial extraordinary meeting, and Mr. Horne 
Tooke was ſent for from Wimbledon, Mr. John Williams, 
the mover of the propoſition to ſerid a Delegate to this 
Convention, was ſent to Wimbledon, in order to deſire Mr. 

Tooke would come to enforce and ſupport it. He refuſed to 


do it, and he was written to as a man bribed and penſioned to 


deſtroy the plan of a Parliamentary Reform, becauſe he refuſed 
.to accede to the ſending of Delegates, in order to know how that 
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reform could be beſt accompliſhed; and yet this man, declining 
in years, and declining in health, a man of as great knowledge, 


learning, and ability as ever illuminated the human mind; a man 


who has devoted ſo great a portion of his time to reſearches, 


which will not be forgotten; and who, all the latter part of his 


life, has been accompliſhing a work for the benefit of the public, 
' ſuch as, perhaps, the labour of man never before ſet about; 


wiſhing to ſpend the remainder of his life in-his garden, he is 


ſuppoſed to be the director of the great ſtring, which is pulling 


all the men in this country; that he has his vaſt and compre- 
henfive eye looking forward to the grand blow-up of the efta- 
bliſhed conſtitution of this country. Gentlemen, there is no- 
thing to equal this, even in the Arabian Nights Entertainments, 
the Tales of the Genii, or the Fairy Tales. He is called upon and 


refuſes to attend, and Mr. Attorney General makes out for us, 
that this Gentleman at the Par (for what have I to do with Mr. 
Yorke at Sheffield, or any other place, except to ſhew there was 
no treaſon any where, and I am now only upon the Scotch 
Convention) that this Gentleman ſays, it is a trivial, trumpery 


buſineſs, you will get nothing by it, but the cauſe of reform will 


be hurt by it. He foreſaw that great inconveniences would 


follow from it; and let us ſee, Gentlemen, notwithſtanding this, 
what this Convention did : e gl 
The Conſtitutional and Correſponding Societies:were the two 


great ſprings which were iuppoſed to move all the different So- 
Cieties in the country, and the Correſponding Society ſend their De- 
legates and inſtruct them to purſue all legal and conſtitutional 


means. If I fend a man to repreſent me in a plan which 


has been as open as day, and chat man departs from my plan, 
which has been making for years, it may be a crime in him, 


but there is none in me; but there has been no departure in 


the preſent inſtance. Mr. Yorke, in the preſent inſtance, 
was chofen; but they wanted that, without which very 
little was to be done —they wanted money. This great So- 


cicty that was working underground, that was undermining the 


cConſtitution of this great kingdom, had 530 J. a year for a fund, 
forty of which was ſpent in the common expences of the So- 
ciety, and there was 10 l. a year more to anſwer other demands. 
To prevent them from being decried, they were obliged 
to brag as if they printed things they never printed, and ex- 
pended money they never had, not withing to ſhew how 
- feeble a ſupport they had. Mr. Adams tells you, Yorke faid 
he would not go becauſe there was not ready money to 
ſend him. The London Correſponding Society ſent Delegates, 
and at laſt they met. What reſolution did they come ta? 
In the firſt place, there is not a ſyllable. in this cayſe that was 


not 


_ 


people were not working in the dark, they ſent a letter to Mr. 
Dundas, ſtating all that was doing; and if it was offenſive they 
were ready to abide by it; they publiſhed this, and this was con- 
ſidered as the great powder magazine in the eauſe; that the Con- 
vention — the calamitous conſequences of any act of 
the legiſlature—W hy; according to theſe gentlemen, they were 


the legiſlature themſelves, the legiſlature was gone the moment 


the Britiſh Convention fat; they were the Parliament themſelves. 
It isa farce to talk in this manner, they thought, as Engliſhmen, 
they had the privilege of conſidering together by delegation, or 
in their own perſons, ſo that they might ſet the public in mo- 
tion too ; in order to manifeſt it, they ſay this which may tend to 


diſprove the whole or any part, that it is their undoubted right . 


to meet together, by themſelves or by delegation, to conſider of 
the common intereſt, whether of a public or a private nature, 


holding the ſame to be 2 es 3 known and 
ngliſhmen. Then here are men 


acknowledged conſtitution of 
claiming a right under the Engliſh law, while you are charging 


them with having a Parliament, and riding down and ſubverting 


the Engliſh law; and here, again, I muſt turn round to the 
Court, and if it is poſſible ſay I demand, for my Client, that 
which your Lordſhip would not be told in this fort of tone, un- 
leſs your Lordſhip had faithfully given it to me; 8 
has given it before, and it is that you may recollect your own 
expreſſions, that are entitled to be recorded. I ſhall not be ar- 
gued out of chem, and they ſhall not be ſaid, without proof, to be 
at this moment ſubverting the conſtitution of the country, when 
they claim a right, I, in my own perſon, ſhall inſiſt upon; that 
is to ſay, taking the ſenſe of the country throughout, concerning 
the acts of the legiſlature, in order that we may approack them 


as ſubjects; but with that dignity that belongs to the public, to 


ſtate our grievances, and to aſk to have them redreſſed; and they 


ſay this, we declare before God and the world, we ſhall follow - ' 


the wholeſome example by paying all reſpect to the conſtitution 
of our —_— What do they mean by the conſtitution of the 
country ?— Why, according to the other fide of the table, the 
conſtitution was at an end, and they themſelves paid no regard to 
any act, except of their own making, and they ought not, if they 
were a Convention with ſuch views; but they ſay they want a real 

_ repreſentation of the people, and they will accompliſh their ends 
. unleſs compelled to reſiſt by ſuperior N is material; they 
fay this, and Mr, Juſtice 


taries, There would be a great ſnare upon the conſcience of 
che ſubject, if there was any immorality in obeying any law, 
for doing that which God prohibits; that is an 


_ eſs it is @ lay 
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not printed at that time, which is now two years ago. "Theſe : 


lackſtone truly ſays in his Commen- 
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immoral thing; but if it be only to break an Act of Parliament, 
every man has a right to break it, taking the conſequences.” 
Moe are told an Act of Parliament is to paſs, ſimilar to the Con- 

vention Bill in Ireland. At the time the people in Scotland met in 


convention, there was no Convention Bill to prevent them doing 


that. Referring to the Convention Bill in Ireland, they ſay, 
we will continue to do this, until we are prevented by ſuperior 
force, and let us ſee what that is. I called upon Mr. Attorney 
General, laſt night, to know whether he would read a paper 
which was read in the former cauſe, namely, a letter from Mar- 
garot, who was the delegate from the Correſponding Society. 
which explains the reaſon for going on till prevented by ſuperior 
force; becauſe, ſays he, if we deſiſt without ſuperior force 
obliging us, we give up our right, and the right of others; but 
if we are called upon by ſuperior force, namely, the command 
of a magiſtrate, then we muſt retire. Margarot then gives this 
account of the diſperſing of the meeting. When the minutes of 
this convention were read laſt night, they were charged as being 
treaſonable - one don't know where one is, it is ſo out of the 
_ courſe of all human things, it is ſo totally unlike every thing we 
ever heard of in the world, that this convention, conſiſting of 
about 1 30 plain tradeſmen, ſome of whom you have heard exa- 
mined at the bar, being called by the crown; we aſked them 
what was their convention for? Was it a convention to deſtroy 
the Parliament? The poor {imple fellows were quite aſtoniſhed. 
No! faid they, we never had ſuch an idea; and I hall ſhew 
the convention in Scotland, was exactly the ſame as that in 
| land in the year 1780. : bus 8 
| entlemen, give me your attention to this letter, becauſe it 
has not been read in this trial : It gives an account of the 
diſſolution of the Parliament, as it is called. Two meſſengers 
came again into our room with Gerald—they left a ſummons 
to appear at ten o'clock, with M. M. They left nothing but 
a requeſt to accompany Gerald to the office; yet when arrived 
there, he found that a warrant was iſſued againſt him, for the 
. purpoſe of detaining him a priſoner while the box was opened, 
and the papers examined. M. M. ſtill perſiſting in his refuſal, 
the key was forced from him, the trunk was opened, papers ex- 
amined, and partly reſtored; the other part was kept, and a de- 
claration drawn up, which he was required to ſign, but refuſed, 
a againſt the whole of the buſineſs. Gerald, however, 
ſigned what was drawn up, in his name, and we were once more 
liberated, and ſince then, now already twenty-four hours, no fur- 
ther perſecution has been commenced againſt us. But while we, 
as individuals, were thus haraſſed, (Thurſday) the whole of the 
convention were equally ill uſed; many of them were taken into 


— 


euſtody, and when the remainder, met as uſual, the Provoſt, at- 
tended by his myrmidons, went, and after pulling the chairman 


out of the chair, ordered the convention to diſperſe, and informed 
them, that he would allow no ſuch meetings in future, (Friday) 


the next day, the convention having agreed to meet at another 


place, out of the Lag aeg of the Provoſt, we had not been 
ore the Sheriff (who is juſt ſuch a Gene- 
man as ſtands there holding a white ſtick in his hand) appeared 


long aſſembled, be 


among us, and commanded us to depart, after having afked 
whether that meeting was the Britiſh Convention? and being 
aniwered in the affirmative; he next enquired, who was the 


preſident? Upon which, M. M. having openly aſked and 


- Obtained leave of the convention, placed himſelf in the chair, 


and informed the Sheriff, that he, M. M. was the preſident of 


the Britiſh Convention, and that he would not break up the 


meeting, unleſs unconſtitutionally forced thereunto, by the She- 
riff's pulling him out of the chair.” The whole is, that Mar- 


garot having obtained leave of the convention, placed himſelf in | 


the chair, and ſaid he would not break up the meeting unleſs 
unconſtitutionally forced. —Is there any thing like what has 
been ſtated on the other fide ?—Is it not contrary to reaſon to 


ſuppoſe the people ſhould meet, ſo few in number, and without 


arms, for ſuch a purpoſe as is ſtated? They might eaſily have 
been cruſhed, for it has been proved, in the cauſe, not that th 
did more than they publiſhed, but a great deal leſs. It is im 
ſible they ſhould conceive they were doing any thing unconſti- 


tutional, or that they ſhould ſay, we have a right to ſit here to 
deſtroy the King, to put him to death, and to alter the govern- 


ment of the country. Is that the way a great conſpiracy would 


be conducted? Did you ever hear of a real conſpiracy being ſo 


conducted? Theſe people miſguided, as they might be, did not 
keep it the leaſt ſecret, but continued writing raſh libels, and 


ſubjecting themſelves to the puniſhment for libels; thinking that 
their object was good, and knowing it was good at the bottom, 
they exerciſed the right of Engliſh ſubjects; they conſidered the 
magiſtrates as oppreſſors, and when the Provoſt deſired them to 
diſperſe, Margarot deſired him to touch him, and ſaid he would 


not leave the chair, unleſs he was forced out; but the moment 


the Provoſt touched him, he ſaid, I bow to your authority, and 


immediately retired. © He ſays, if I retire when I am conſcious 
of doing no wrong without force, I confeſs I am doing wrong, 
and ] abuſe the cauſe of Reform; for I give our adverianes the 


opportunity of ſaying our meeting is not honeſt, when we hays 


publiſhed our intentions, and are ready to giue un account of 


them to the world, and it is for the magiſtrate, taKing the conſe- 


quence upon himſelf, to diſperſe us. 
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„hen we are trying a great and important canſs, 


of the country, and the law, as far as it goes depends; one is 
fraid of ſuffering the impetuoſity of one's mind to lead to allu- 


Bons that are ridiculous, but ſuch is the na-ure of this cauſe, 


it is impoſible to avoid it. In the firſt cauſe, they read a part of 


the proceedings ſtraight forward, and that having been read 


before, ] ſhall read it again; it turns out on the minutes of the 


fiſth day's proceeding of the Britiſh Convention, that is, upon 


the 21ſt of November, 1793: Margarot was called to the 
chair, and it appears the amazing ſum of Fifteen Shillings was 
collected from the viſitors, ſo that Parliament collects fixpences 
from the gallery, to maintain its authority; and we are wrt 


to be told, this was really a meeting, which had for its obje 
the attainment of all the functions which are now carried on 


in this great ee þ by a great ſtanding army, by a great num- 
ber of men of vaſt property in the public funds, and a great 
number of rich perſons, whoſe very beings are intereſted and 
dependant upon the public credit of the land. You are to ſup- 
poſe this, that Mr. Horne Tooke would have nothing to do 
with it, becauſe it was not the beſt way of bringing forward ſo 
majeſtic a proceeding, They have proved that they collected ſix- 
pences from viſitors, which amounted to 4/. 5s. 84. amongſt which 


were two bad ſhillings ; and that a perſon of the name of Moore 


gave one ſhilling. There 1s nor, from the beginning to the end 


af their proceedings, any thing that is poſſible for any man to 
charge with that malignity which conſtitutes the crime ſtated 


upon this record; but I admit, that in conſequence of their 


' diſperſion, and a great deal of preſſure has been laid upon it, 
a number of inflammatory letters, and among others, one much 


relied upon, which I will read to you, were written. When the 


convention was diſperſed, the perſons who compoſed it were proſe- 
 Euted; and how proſecuted ?---Were they proſecuted for High 
Treaſon ?---They were not met, like Mr, Hardy and the other 


perſons, to conſider how they ſhould, in future times, hold a 
convention---they had held it. They were taken, flagrante delicto 
in the act of fitting, and I call upon the Solicitor General to 
declare; whether he did not ſay, twice over, and his learned coad- 
Jutor more than twice, that a conſpiracy to call (which conſti- 
tutes the charge upon this record) another convention, was to call 
another convention ſimilar to that before held. If that be ſo, what 


mall we ſay to i of this country, for laying a ſnare 
or innocent blood. I make no ſuch charge upon them, 


but I think athis fit of alarm muſt come ſuddenly on them. 
When it is fell, that every man muſt know what is treaſon, 
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was it not the duty of the government of this country-—when 
they ſaw the minutes in the hands of Gerald and Margarot--- 


when they ſaw the quality of the acts done---when they had 
ſpies in every man's houſe—when no man could ſpeak but 


- 


there was a man ready in his houſe to tell it to ſomebody elſe, 


who was to tell it to a magiſtrate, and by ſome rule of law, not 
to be got at, is to be proſecuted. I ſay, was it not the duty of 
the government of this country, to have declared its intention of 
puniſhing any who ſhould propoſe to hold another Convention ? 

Io Scotland they proſecuted Margarot and the other Delegates 
for miſdemeanours only, for writing of libels, and not for treaſon ; 


and then, at the diſtance of two or three years, when men are only 


doing what they thought legal, government finding. it neceſſary 


to give a ſtronger doſe, comes upon them on a ſudden with a a2 


conſtruction of their acts, which no man ever thought of their 
bearing, and the government of the country was never called 
upon to enforce ; inſtead of that, How was it? The magiſtrates 


of Edinburgh having brought theſe people before the Court 
of Juſticiary, they were convicted of miſdemeanours, which 


gave great offence; for, in my mind, but what ſignifies my 
mind, tor they were thought in the greateſt minds, I believe, that 
exiſt in this country, illegal proceedings; and although I ſhall 
not be ſo unjuſt as here to attack magiſtrates in the execution of 
their du ? j : | | 


Lord Prefident. V ou ſhould not ſay they were illegal pro- | 


ceedings. . | | 
Mr. Erſkine. ] ſay, they were queſtioned in Parliament as be- 
ing illegal. I do not mean to give offence; Gentlemen, it is material 


] ſhould ate it to you; mark the malignity of theſe mens minds; 


although the Court of Juſticiary, in Scotland, had done nothing 


but honeſtly exerted itſelf, although there was nothing queſtior 
able in their acts, you ſee theſe men vomiting forth libels of the 


moſt flagitious and ſeditious nature. I am not defending am 
man for a libel; but, I ſay, the conduct of the Judges was od. 


* 


tioned in Parliament, and may again be queſtioned. I ſay ſome 


of the greateſt men in Parliament were of opinion, that thoſe 


proceedings were harſh, unconſtitutional, and illegal. What is 
the complaint? Here I am at the Bar, defending this Gentleman, 


who, by the bye, has written nothing. Shall it attach upon him, 


chat he has ſanctioned and approved a libel written by ſomebody 


elſe upon the Lord Juſtice Clerk, of Scotland. A conſpiracy | 


to kill him, is not treaſon; but to kill the Judges, now before 


you, in- the execution of their office, would be treaſon. by the | 


law of Edward I. If they had faid, let us murder this man, it 


would not be treaſon—But what is it they ſay? Whether right 
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or wrong it is nothing to the cauſe, fancying, and believing their 
colleagues, in Scotland, had met with a harder fate than they 
deſerved, they came to reſolutions, which I do not ſtand here to 


defend; I do not ſtand here to defend a libel, but to ſay, this has 
not the ſmalleſt bearing or application upon this cauſe, or upon 
the honourable gentleman I am defending. The Committee 


of the Houſe of Commons drew up this report for the uſe of 
the gentlemen on the part of the crown ; for it would be im- 
poſſible to try the cauſe, unleſs this report was printed by ſome 
authority or other; but it turns out they don't print the whole 
of it. I don't charge them with abuſing their truſt for taking it, 
as it ſtands now, it ſays, © Reſolved,” (and it is an abſtract pro- 
poſition) * that law ceaſes to be an object of obedience when 
it becomes an inſtrument of oppreſſion.“ | 

&* Reſolved, That wt call to mind, with the deepeſt ſatisfaction, 


the merited fate of the infamous Jefferies, once Lord Chief 


Juſtice of England, who, at the æra of the Glorious Revolu- 


tion, for the many iniquitous ſentences which he had paſſed, 


was torn to pieces by a brave and injured people” 

At the era of the glorious revolution, which they are ſup- 
poſed to deteſt ! they ſpeak of that glorious revolution with that 
animation and that order wich which it becomes every good 
man to ſpeak of it, and ſhew they only wanted the reſtoration 


of that liberty which the glorious Revolution brought about; 
and which they thought had been conſiderably abuſed, and had 


faded away. They make this abſtract propoſition—every Judge 
' that acts like Jefferies, deſerves the ſame fate. I don't with to 
inculcate the doctrine, that if Judges are miſtaken they are cri- 
manal, for a man may be miſtaken and not criminal, but with 


reſpect to the ſentiment, it is a ſentiment that ought to be in- 


culcated in the mind of every man; and I think it would be 
2 wiſe inſtitution if Parliament was to enact there ſhould be 
aniverſaries held, by which the names of great men ſhould be 


handed down to poſterity, yet unborn, in order to create an am- 
bition to ſhare the ſame honours, for fame is the principle of all 


glorious actions, and upon the other hand, there ſhould be held 


up, as objects of terror to mankind, perſons who have abuſed and 


violated the ſacred functions of the law of England. It would be 


a wiſe inſtitution to hold up fo individuals, ſuch horrible exam- 

s of injuſtice, in order that men, during the tranſitory paſſages 

af a ſhort life, which God has tary to live, might beware 
i 


how they acted contrary to juſtice and the improvement of the 


world; for men had rather be held up as objects remarkable for 
honeſt and virtuous lives, than as having abuſed the ſacred 
functions of their offices. OE Fe he Wop oe Wo 
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Gentlemen, this reſolution, as far as it goes, may or not 


apply to the Judges of Scotland; but if it did apply, What has 


it to do with this caſe? it was read as evidence againſt Mr. 


Tooke, and if he had not prevailed upon the Court to grant 


him that great indulgence which the Court did grant him, and 
which he has acknowledged, in a proper manner, that of permitt- 
ing him to come near me, in conſequence of his great infirmity, 


how could I know the fact, that Mr. Tooke left the chair be- 


fore thoſe reſolutions were paſt ? He knew the reſolutions that 
were to be made—he diſapproved of them; and I will call to 


you the perſon who took the chair, becauſe Mr. Tooke would 


not ſtay in it, and would not ſanction thoſe reſolutions, and yet 


they are brought againſt him. I do declare the whole hiſtory 


of human injuſtice cannot produce any thing like'it—lIt is ſay- 
ing this, I will draw into the vortex of this cauſe, any tranſac- 
tion, or any libel done or written by any man in the world ; 


every man's crime ſhall be conſidered as yours, and I will con- 


vert the words written, and acts done, into ſomething criminal 


againſt you, though it is recorded in the book belonging to the 


ſociety that you refuſed your ſanction to it. 28 
Gentlemen, Mr. Tooke was' at his houſe at Wimbledon ; he 


would not come to town, when called upon, and he is called a 


penſioner and a ſpy upon the Friends of Liberty, becauſe he 
would have nothing to do with theſe reſolutions. He leaves 
the chair, when a reſolution is paſt of the very ſort imputed 


to him, and yet, this is brought forward, even in a Court of 


2 where a man ſtands with a ſword, ſuſpended by a 
air, over his head. When theſe reſolutions paſt, Mr. Tooke 
left the chair; they go on | 
* Reſolved, That we fee with regret, but we ſee without fear, 
that the period is faſt approaching when the liberties of Britons 
muſt depend not upon reaſon, to which they have long appealed, 
nor on the powers of exprefling it, but on their-firm and un- 
daunted reſolution to oppoſe tyranny by the ſame means by which 
it is exerciſed.” From theſe ſentiments, though they might be 


moſt cleatly explained, let me aſk you—Can you doubt they 


meant merely a Reform in Parliament? And yet they have 
gone, from page to page to ſhew this moſt glaring abſurdity, 
they read you an entry to ſhew a man of rank is a republican ; 
they then read ſomething elſe againſt the government ; they 
then read, from another part, ſomething to ſhew the ſame man 


changes his principles, and converts his expreſſions, in the courſe 


of twenty-four hours, making a man oſcillate like a pendulum, 


from one fide to the other, without any even courſe, and with- 


out any firm opinion- upon this ſubject. 
Mw BED ET} 15 1 Now, 
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of thoſe who admini 
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oe” Now, Gentlemen, we come to the | Correſponding Society, 
' whoſe objects are before you, and whoſe Secretary has been ac- 


quitted at your Bar, upon an inveſtigation of their proceedings, 


to all of which he was privy : | 


An addreſs to the public having been read, in which there are 
expreſſions which are thought to be diſreſpectful to the authority 


of the government, Mr. Attorney General lays hold of them 


(it is read at a meeting of the 24th of January, 1794), becauſe. 
there was found a privity to it in the gentleman before you—it | 


is this: | a 


« A motion was made, That it be reſolved, that the mo/? ex- 
cellent addreſs of the London Correſponding Society be inſerted 
in the books of this Society, and the King's ſpeech to Alis Parlia- 
ment, be inſerted under it, in order that they may both be always 
ready for the perpetual reference of the members of this So- 
ciety during the continuance of the preſent unfortunate war, and 
that (in perpetuam rei memoriam) they may be printed together, 
in one ſheet, at the hahe concluſion of it; which happy con- 
cluſion of it, according to the preſent proſperous appearances, 
we hope and believe, not to be many months diſtant.” | 

Surely, Gentlemen, it is not high-treaſon to believe what we 
every day are told we are ſoon to expect. Is it treaſon to believe 
that we ſhall ſoon bring to a proſperous iſſue the preſent cala- 
mitous conjuncture? Are there any men who would have been 
compoſed ſo long as we have been, at this juncture, which has 


no parallel in the hiſtory of the world, if we had not been taught 


to believe what Mr. Tooke 1s accuſed of having believed? We 
have been told, repeatedly, this war would be brought to a con- 
clufion ; and now, becauſe he is ſtated to believe it, you are de- 
fired to believe the contrary, and you ſhall believe the contrary ; 
it is an attack upon mankind: He believed the war would be at 
an end, and he endeavoured to find the cauſes of it Is that 
high treaſon? Good God! is a man's life to be loſt upon the 
opinion of adminiſtration ? Is there any thing criminal that be- 


| longs to it? It is not a ſtraw to me what you think of the pre- 


ſent adminiſtration ? I am ſpeaking to men who are impreſſed with 
z principle of religion and morality, and who recollect the ſanctity 
of the oath they have taken; and who recollect, as ſubjects of 


the country, that this ſame meaſure they mete to others will 


be meted to them again; the more you are attached to the 
Engliſh conſtitution, the happier I ſhall be; but whether you | 


er it at preſent, or in the hands of thoſe who 


may come hereafter, is a matter I have no concern with in the 
_ world—1] have nothing to do with it—but I am bound to do this, | 8 
there is ſomething very material, to which I deſire the Attorney 
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General's attention—Among the various qualifications that be- 


long to the gentleman I repreſent, and which many poſſeſs, 


though there 1s, certainly, none that excel him in all the powers 


of language ; he has devoted much of his life to the confidera- 
tion of this queſtion ; he is not apt to blunder in his opinion; 
and this ſhews you what is meant by a Reform of Parliament ; 
when you ſpeak of Parliament, you ſpeak of the King, Lords, 
and Commons; by the repreſentation of the People in Parlia- 
ment, you can never mean the King only. How can the peo- 


ple be repreſented in the King? It is nonſenſe to ſay ſo. There 
is an entry in the book, that an amendment was moved, that 


between the words is and Parliament, the word honourable 
ſhould be inſerted, that is to ſay, between the King and his Par- 
liament, there the word Parliament is excluſive of the King, 
and all that Mr. Horne Tooke has ſaid is, that the words ho- 
nourable and faithful were ſcratched out, and that the King and 
his Parliament was the proper epithet. What is that ſaying ? 
Not that the King was not faithful to the people, but it was 
ſaying, that Parliament was not ſo to the King. Is this a con- 
Iprracy for defamation upon the Houſe. of Commons? No; it 
is a conſpiracy to deſtroy the King; and in order to ſhew that 
they give in evidence a jibe, that he makes upon the Houſe of 
Commons, which he thought corrupt at the time, and not faith- 
fully ſerving his Majeſty, whoſe Parliament they are. 

8 the Attorney General, 1 underſtand, means to 
ſay, theſe overt acts, which have been alluded to, muſt be 
ab together to form the treaſon charged ; and if you ſhould 
be of opinion they are proved, you will convict the defendant, 
I think, Gentlemen, there can be but one opinion in the world 
upon it, namely, that the Convention never did intend to do 
that which this record ſuppoſes, that is, conſpire to levy war 
and rebellion againſt the King. Having had ſo much hard 
ſervice in this cauſe, and fearing my ſtrength of body _—_ 
ive way, for it requires only ſtrength of body and not of mind. 
J broke off a little ſhort in the conſideration of the law; but 
lince there may be a probability of the Attorney General ob- 
ſerving more at large upon it, I will recur again to what fort 


of conſpiracy, to levy war, it muſt be, in order to make a man 


_ guilty of high-treaſon. | 

Gentlemen, I ſtated before, that in order to make it an overt 
act of high-treaſon, it muſt be according to my Lord Hale, 
a conſpiracy to levy war againſt the perſon of the King; he 
ſays, * If men conſpire to impriſon the King by force, and a 
ſtrong hand, until he hath yielded to certain demands, and for that 
purpoſe gather company, or write letters, this is an oyert act to 


prove 
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prove the compaſſing of the King's death; for it is iri effect to 
deſpoil him of his kingly government, and ſo adjudged by all the 
Judges in the Lord Cobham's caſ. . e 
0 wan I did not go through this part ſo much as I might 
at that time, and, therefore, I recur to it now. My Lord Hale 
| being afraid that this conſpiracy to levy war, might be applied 
to any ching that any Attorney General might chooſe to apply 
it, ſtates, with preciſion, what I am about to ſtate; but then, ſays 
he, There muſt be an overt act to prove that conſpiracy to 
reſtrain the King; and then that overt act, to prove ſuch a deſign, 
is an overt act to prove the compaſſing the death of the King. 
___ - Gentlemen, obſerve the abundant caution of the writer who 
compoſed this work, he was afraid that you ſhould run too faſt ; 
he fays, if men conſpire to kill the King, it is high-treaſon; but 
there muſt be an overt act to prove they did conſpire to impriſon 
the King, and when you have got the overt act to ſhew they 
did conipire to en the King, it will not do, for Lord 
Hale fays it mult be left to the Jury, in that particular inſtance, 
whether they believe they did it with that intent. Then, again, 
my Lord Hale, fearful of the liberty of the ſubject, and conſidering 
the great conſequence of the ſubject he was writing upon, ſays, 
that which puts an end to every attempt to miſrepreſent this caſe, 
But then, ſays he, this muſt be intended of a conſpiracy 
forcibly to detain or impriſon the King, and to ſubvert his go- 
vernment.“ I would aſk, where was this force—who colleSed it 
hen was it begun— and who were the members of it? For 
1 am giving credit, that it is high treaſon to do this, if it is foroi- 
| bly done as againſt the perſon of the King for, a fortiori, it muſt 
be againſt the government. Shew me, firſt, the intention, and 
then ſhew me the force uſed. I ſay, that every overt act is, ac- 
cording to the expreſſion of Mr. Juſtice Foſter, only the man's 
mind made uſe of to effectuate the purpoſe of the heart, and 
that the. treaſon is the crime and not the overt act; and I beg to 
fay this, not only from the conſtruction which I put upon Mr. 
Juſtice Foſter's writing, but I could call a witneſs, whoſe teſti- 
mony Mr. Attorney General would not diſpute, who would tell 
him, that Mr. Juſtice Foſter told him that my conſtruction, which 
I put upon them, is the conſtruction of his words, and that he de- 
| fired them to be ſo underſtood. I could call to you a perſon, I will 
not name, who knew Mr. Juſtice Foſter in his life time, and 
who has too much learning of his own to miſunderſtand his in- 
tentions; he could tell you, that he never meant that an overt act 
mould be admitted poſitively to prove the intention, but that 
after the overt act is proved, then the Jury are to collect what 
was intended. I PNp ML 5 
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* Gentlemen, if I have ſtrength to do this at any further length, 
I may recur to it, but, at preſent, let as 66h at the fact, for 
what is law but the application of fact to ſome rule of action. 
What care I what count they go upon in the indictment, the 
compaſſing the King's death is the fact they muſt go to; they 
mult ſhew the intention, and you mult try the caute upon the » 
evidence. Now, Gentlemen, .we come to the act charged upon 
the record. | e 3 | . 
Gentlemen, I am very muck obliged to my learned friend, 
who reminds me of going to this part of the caſe (I was put 
out of my courſe by having heard of this general count in the 
indictment), that before I bniſh this buſineſs of the Scotch Con- 
vention, I may not fail to do juſtice to an act of real generoſity 
of the gentleman at your bar. Although he could not be im- 
plicated in any act of Mr. Sinclair; although he diſapproved 
of the Convention ; although he had refuſed to attend, when 
Delegates were propoſed to be ſent, vet, in the height of this 
man's diſtreſs, he became his friend; and after he had been pro- 
ſecuted, believing that, at leaſt, the proſecution was extremely 
ſevere, he ſtept forth and wrote a letter to the members of the 
Society for Conſtitutional Information, in order to ſupport this 
man in the hour of diſtreſs; and that act of benevolence to a man 
who had done an act that was never conſidered as treaſon in the 
man that did it, and was only ſentenced as a miſdemeanour by 
the ſevere laws of Scotland, is conſidered as a crime in my 
client. A letter has been read, in which a great deal of indig- 
nation is ſtated againit thoſe who deſerted him. I remember, 
pretty nearly, what tae letter is; it is this: He ſays, this man 
Sinclair, has ſuffered for only doing that which Mr. Pitt and, 
the Duke of Richmond did at other times; and that entitles us 
to ſhew what Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Richmond did, they. 
' avowed the ſame objects that Sinclair had; therefore, when 
_ he found this. man proſecuted and opprefied for only doing 
what appeared to him to be legal, and what had been done 
by thoſe. perſons, he ſpeaks in a tone of high indignation 
and contempt. He ſays, if Mr. Pitt ever ſhould be called to 
_ trial—For what? For abandoning the cauſe of Parliamentary 
Reform, which this man was engaged in, he hopes this country 
will not ſend him to Botany Bay. Gentlemen, this 1s not an 
indictment for compaſſing the death of Mr. Pitt, for if it was 
it would be no crime to ſay he hoped he would be ſent to 
Botany Bay. This was put in the common newſpapers on 
the very day it was written, ſo that when Mr. Horne Tooke 
ſaid, I wath my hands of you, I did not fend you, remem- 
«ber, I thought no good would iſſue from this fooliſh, trum 
pery, idle proceeding; though no man can pull a hair ont of 
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| my head for hat von have dope; though I have ſuffered | 


the flander and imputation of being. a man bribed by govern- 
ment, becaule I refuſed to ſanction your acts; yet this man, in 
England too, for a benevolent act, upholding a man in diſtreſs, 
offering him his purſe, though he knew he had done improperly, 
is to have every act of his lite looked into, and this is to be turned 


Into a traitorous proceeding, like which I can find no example. 


I take it for granted, the Attorney General is a man of too 


much generofity and liberality to make any obſervations upon 


this part; yet, at the ſame time, I am much obliged to my ho- 


might think materia. 5 | N 
Gentlemen, we come, at laſt, to what I think the moſt ſtrik- 


\ 


ing part of the caſe; having ſtated that the treaſon was in 


nourable and learned friend for an intimation of that which he 


conſpiring to aſſemble this Convention, they then ſtate how it 


was done. | : 
Tae fifth overt act is this: That they did traitorouſly cauſe 


and procure to, be made and provided, and did then and there 


maliciouſſy and traitorouſly conſent and agree to the making 
and providing of divers arms and offenſive weapons.“ Theſe 
axe out of the queſtion; and * that the different perſons mentioned, 
namely, Tooke, Bonney, Joyce, Kyd, Wardle, Holcroft, Rich- 
ter, Moore, Thelwall, Hodgſon, and Baxter, did meet and ma- 
liciouſly and traitoroully did conſpire, conſult, and agree among 


- themſelves, and together, with divers other falſe traitors, whoſe 


names are to the ſaid Jurors unknown, unlawfully, wickedly, 


and traitorouſly, to {ſubvert and alter, and cauſe to be {ubverted 


and altered, the legiſlature rule and government, now duly and 


| happily eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, and to depoſe, and cauſe to 


be depoſed, our ſaid Lord the King from the royal ſtate, title, 
power, and government of this kingdom.“ ; 
Gentlemen, I know the Attorney General will not diſpute 


this, that the charge of this count is, that in fulfilment of that 


which conſtitutes the crime, namely, the eompaſſing the death 
of the King, which was to be accompliſhed by depoſing him 


from the rule and government of the country ; in order to carry 


that into effect, they held a Convention—Now. mind who did 
it—the count ſays, © together with divers other falſe traitors, 


whoſe names are to the ſaid Jurors unknown;” then this does 
not charge theſe poor miſerable men alone, but it charges trai- 


i 


tors to the Jurors unknown. | 7 
Now was there ever any thing in the world ſo abſurd as to 


ſay that theſe fix men of one ſociety, and five of another, who 


met to confer, for they couldnot co-qperate until a deputation was 
given them by their ſocieties, for, in order that the two ſocieties © 


might be more likely to come to what they intended, they de. 


pul 


Jo HORNE, TOOKE. +, 2a 
puted five of one ſide to meet ſix on the other. Does the At- 


torney General mean to ſay, that all the members who were at 


the meeting, whether wy choſe to co-operate or not, are trai- 
tors? Does he mean to {ay, they were appointed for one pur- 


poſe, and they met to carry into effect another purpoſe ? The 


two ſocieties agree they will co-operate together, and they can- 


not doit fo well without an intermixture of members—they ſay, 
| ſend five of your members, and we will ſend ſix of ours—then 
we ſhall make a report and fee what is to be done. 


Gentlemen, is it in the nature of human affairs that thoſe - 
who depute them ſhould not know for what they deputed them ? 


If they do, is it in the nature of human affairs that thoſe who 
were deputed ſhould mean ſomething different from thoſe who 


dieputed them? Or, that the moment they become a committee, 


they are immediately to act in oppoſition to that which is the 
principle of the ſociety ? There is this dilemma for the At- 


torney General to get over; either theſe ſocieties, who deputed 


them, are traitors, or thoſe they deputed are traitors, otherwiſe 


you are to have ſomething that makes the confuſion of Babel. 


heſe members met, and they did what you ſhall hear, for I 
will ſtate the evidence verbatim. I muſt thank you to follow 
me with your pens a little in one or two parts. Mr. Hardy, 
who has already received the judgment of his country, having 
received a letter from a.country correſpondent, proved in the 
cauſe, ſtating, that this Convention having been improperly and 
illegally diſperſed, it would be right to hold another; they 
ſent this propoſition to the Conſtitutional Society, of which this 
honourable gentleman is a member. Mr. H. Tooke had no- 
thing to do with the Correſponding Society, he 1s only a mem- 
ber of the Conſtitutional Society. On the 27th of March, 
1794, the. Correſponding Society ſends this propoſition to the 
Conftitutional Society, which met upon the 28th, and then they 
read this letter, which I am about to ſtate to you, and which 
makes the propoſition to them in theſe words, I am directed 
by the London Correſponding Society to tranſmit the following 


reſolutions to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and to 


requeſt the ſentiments of that Society reſpecting the important 


meaſures which the preſent juncture of affairs ſeems to re- 


uire. 
wat The London Correſponding Society conceives that the 
moment 1s arriyed, when a full and explicit declaration is ne- 
 ceffary from all the Friends of Freedom, whether the late ille- 
gal and unheard of proſecutions and ſentences, ſhall determine 


us to abandon our cauſe.” This ſhews that they conſidered 
whatever irregularities theſe perſons had committed, which might 
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fubject them to proſecutions, of a different nature never could be 
© conſidered as perſons fit to be ſent out of the country for ſuch 


violations of the law. They aſk the Conſtitutional Society 


Are we to abandon our.caule, or ſhall we try to get relief here 


in England, where there are no Judges who can convert miſde- 
meanor into tranſportation ? Therefore, they aſk the Conſtitu- 


tional Society, Whether they concur in ſeeing the neceſſity of a 


ſpeedy. Convention, for the purpoſe of obtaining, in a conſtituti- 
onal and legal method, a redreſs of thoſe. grievances under 
which we at preſent labour, and which can only be ſo effectuall 

reſtored ? Here is the word, reſtored,” again it runs all doh 


the cauſe, and it ſhews what the people meant to aſk in this 
legal and conſtitutional manner, for they ſay, * Which can 


only be effectually reſtored by a full and fair repreſentation of 


the people of Great Britain in Parliament.“ Their object was 
a reſtitution of annual Parliaments, which this ſociety was ex- 
tremely fond of, though Mr. Horne Tooke never approved of 


it, When this is read, the Conſtitutional Society enter it upon 


their minutes. The fame propoſition was made by the Cor- 


reſponding Society to the*Society of the Friends of the People. 
The anſwer which we gave to them was a fond affectionate 


letter; we told them we would co-operate with them in the ge- 
neral object, though we did not preciſely agree as to the method 


of obtaining it; but we would not fend a Delegate to the Con- 


vention, becauſe we thought it would anſwer no beneficial pur- 


ports we thought it would not be of ſufficient uſe to bring the 
arhament to that which it might, by wiſe meaſures, hereafter 


be brought to. The Conſtitutional Society being of a different 


opinion, came to this reſolution—* Ordered, That the Secretary 
acquaint the London Correſponding Society, that we have re- 
ceived their communication, and heartily concur with them in 
the objects they have in view.“ What objects have they in 
view? If a man writes me a letter, and aſks me whether I will 
concur with him in a particular object, and he ſets that out as a 
fair bona fide object, which I may purſue, ſurely there is nothing 
offenſive or improper in ſending him an anſwer that I am ready to 
concur with him in the object which is ſtated to be a fair and 
equal repreſentation of the people in Parliament. In conſe- 

uence of this letter it appears the Correſponding Society agreed 
boy would ſend a delegation of ſome of their members to con- 
fer with the members of the Conſtitutional Society, and they 


ſent Mr. Baxter, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Moore, Mr. Hodgſon, 


and Mr. Lovat, who was conſidered a traitor among the reſt, 


and who was preſent at every one of the Committees of the 


Correſ. ponding Society; but the Grand Jury conſidered the whole 


matter 
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| yontttr, and threw out the bill prepared againſt him; and if this 


cauſe required it, he might be put into the box and examined, 
and he would tell you theſe people never had an idea of uſurping 
the authority of the government of the country, but that they 


met for legal purpoſes. 


* 


Gentlemen, the Conſtitutional Society then came to a refo- 
lution in conſequence of having theſe five perſons ſent to them, 
that they would appoint ſome of their members to meet the de- 


legation ſent to them. Only obſerve what a ſituation this gentle- 
man ſtands in, as a member of this ſociety, he fees ſomething done 
perfectly conſtitutional, but in his large and enlightened judg- 
ment, a Convention is not likely to be attended with ſuccets. 
Some of the ſociety ſay, we will appoint ſix perſons to meet 
the reſt, and they (fall | 

Mr. Wardle, and two others; upon which Mr. Tooke imme- 


diately ſaid, don't appoint me one of that Committee. He 


could have no more idea than I had as one of the Friends of 
the People, when they ſent this letter, that any thing wrong was 
intended. He ſaid, he would not give his aſſent to it; fays he, 

don't put me down as one, I will have nothing to do with it. 


You may aſk him why did he ſuffer his name to remain? Why 


did he not withdraw himſelf from the ſociety? He has told you 


himſelt, generouſly and humanely, much better than I can ſay - | 


for him, and thoſe men under the ſame circymitances with him- 
ſelf, have to thank him for the manner in which he has ſtated 


his reſolution. He has ſaid, I thought it not criminal, and if 


I thought it not criminal, am I to withdraw myſelf from a ſo- 


ciety, and quarrel with others, becauſe I am not exactly of their 


opinion with reſpect to the beſt mode of bringing an object to 

paſs—Says he, I will not'attend—and it has been proved he did 

A 1 To 
Then they met the next day, this is a Committee of Cor- 


reſpondence which Mr. Tooke had diſſented from as well as 


reprobated the Scotch Convention. In a caſe where a. priſoner 


calls up witneſs to contradict the crown's witneſſes, this queſtion 
may ariſe—Is this man worthy of credit or not? Shall we be- 
lieve him? Does he not come too much biaſſed? The Attorney 
General cannot ſay you ſhall believe that part I point out and 
not the reſt; witneſſes are either 'credible or incredible. If 
witneſſes are incredible they ſhould not be called, and a wit- 


neſs who cannot be believed to the utmoſt extent, ought to be 
hooted out of court. I have called no witneſſes yet, nor if I 


was ſpeaking for myſelf would I, though I will in this caſe. 


A man called on the part of the crown itſelf, has proved the 


* contrary of the crime charged, I mean Mr. Adams, the Secre- 
1 . | tary 


* 


* * i a 8 - \ 
o 8 
ol oz 4 q 
* * & 
& * ry 3 2 — — 
0 ad * > 1 
- \ * jg 
7 - * * 3 
* 
: "4 d 
0 ; : , 8 «2 4 
> : . „ * 
8 1 0 f Eee. CCC Ss 
ID 's 3 8 Pals 1155 Won * 8 <-> ae of TEES 
4 5 


e Mr. Tooke, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Bonney, 


Fre ws 


* 


1 


416 5 TAE TRIAL or 


tary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, who kn&w 
all the purpoſes for which they met, and he has declared there 
never was ſuch an idea among them as is charged; but their 
object was a Parliamentary 33 of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, by legal means. They have ſtated nothing of arms in this 
caſe The Solicitor General has not ventured to open his 
mouth to ſtate any thing of the pikes that were forced into the 
other cauſe ; they were driven out of court, and I hope they 
will keep out. We heard no more of that ſpy, Mr. Watt, 
who was hanged as Fitzharris was, for a ſpy, having the money 
of government in his pocket. We have heard no more of Mr. 
Hardy, for whom 1 was ſweating with the greateſt anxiety, my 
mind being filled with terror that he might be executed, from 
the Jury not being able to ſeparate him from the great maſs 
of evidence which did not affect him; and I thank God we 
have heard no more of the intention to arm, and ſay, peace be 
to its manes. 5 | | | | 
Gentlemen, Mr. Tooke is preſent in this ſociety, which is 
perfectly legal, upon the 11th April; and I thould tell you that 
upon the 4th April, this gentleman met at Mr. Thelwall's 
houſe—mark the queſtion—W as Martin there ? So becauſe they 
chooſe to put the name of a man upon parchment, he is to be 
taken to be a traitor before trial; he is to be hung by the neck, or 
to be ruined, becauſe he is found in company with a perſon who 
may be more innocent than my client that I am detending.— 
They then aſk— Was not Hardy there? There the emphaſis was 
put upon Hardy, though he will be a hardy man who dares to 
put it upon him any more; for by the laws of England, he 
ſtands an honeſt td. innocent man, although he was implicated 
in every part of theſe proceedings. ZE: 
On the 4th of April, the Committee met at Mr. Thelwall's, a 
_ gentleman whom 1 ſhall repreſent in this place, if he is brought 
to trial, and who I have no fear will be acquitted whenever he is 
brought to trial. They held a meeting at his houſe, and Mr. 
Lovat was preſent ; upon the = of April they met again, and 
then they are to report to the ſocieties what they had done. 
Now, here again, Gentlemen, theſe five perſons from one 
aſſembly, and fix from the other, meet to conſider what is beſt to 
de done by both ſocieties ; they meet to conſider upon it and to 
draw up ſome reſolutions— What to do to act upon? No; 
to give in their report to the ſocieties, they muſt know what 
the report is, and what was the intention of making it. How | 
many men are to be hanged ? And how many are to be called 
traitors? I {hall call into court the moſt reſpectable men, mem- 
bers of that ſociety, who were preſent, who knew what the con- 
* e 5 - yention 
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vention was to be held for —I will ſhew you by the moſt re- 


Tpectable gentlemen, who knew NE thing that paſſed the | | 
5 . 


intention of this meeting. I, myſelf, could prove it, for I 
| know it perfectly well, becauſe the Correſponding Society ſent 


to the Society of the Friends of the People; but I will not offer. 


myſelf as a witneſs, and I hope the honourable gentleman will 
not require it; but I will prove there was no ſecret of their inten- 
tion, for Mr. Richter aid to Mr. George Rous, one of the moſt 
honourable gentlemen I ever knew, and a very worthy member 
of our oboe whoſe veracity will not be diſputed—he will tell 
you, that Mr. Richter ſaid he regretted the letter was ſo imme- 
diately ſent, that they had not agreed about calling a Convention; 
and if he had had an idea it was contrary to the advice of the 
Friends of the People (a bead-roll of whoſe names you have had, 
and my name has been repeated in five or fix of the papers), they 
would not have ſent it. Mr. Richter told Mr. Rous, we wi 
take your advice about it, if you think it is not the beſt way of 
doing it, we will do it in any way you will adviſe. Mr. Lovat, 
againſt whom a bill was preſented, but was thrown out, will tell 
you, that he was preſent at the meeting, and that there was not a 
{yllable paſſed, which the King upon the throne might not have 
heard, Mr. Lovat will tell you what he has declared before, that 
he thought, in his conſcience, the King's perſon was ſafer, his title 
to the crown more ſecure, and the fucceſſion of his illuſtrious _ 
poſterity more certain, by the means of a timely check to 
the outrages that ſeemed to undermine thrones,” which, he 
thought, were intended for eternal duration, and which are 
only ſupported by large armies, ſeeing them crumbling to duſt, - 
x about to fall with a weight that would ſhake, in a manner, 
the whole habitable globe. Theſe men, and many others be- 
fide them, of which number I profeſs myſelf to be one, though 

1 differ as to the means by which the defired Reform is to be ac- 
_ compliſhed, had the mak virtuous and innocent intention to do 
that which the moſt illuſtrious perſons have recommended in 
public, and talked of in private. | 
Gentlemen, upon the 11th April, they make their report, and 
here again Mr. Tooke knew nothing; they had-made a propo- 
ſition, which he oppoſed ; the Committee of Correſpondence 
never met; they came to a reſolution, that the ſame perſons 
who compoſed the Committee of Correſpondence ſhould be a 
Committee of Co-operation, upon which, Mr. Tooke's name, 
being in the Committee of Correſpondence, ſtood as one of the 
Committee of Co-operation, without his , conſent. In his ab- 
ſence they came to a reſolution, that that committee which had 
been conſtituted to confer, ſhould be likewiſe conſtituted to co- 
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F operate, this is as if you could confer, by hocus pocus, or as if 
men being called a Committee of Co-operation, were co-ope- 
rating in treaſon; but Mr. Adams, the crown's witneſs, has told 
you, that, without his conſent, his name being firſt put down as 
one of the Committee of Correſpondence, it was planted into 
that of the Committee of Co-operation. F 
Upon the 11th of April, they met, and they produce this 
* reſolution: fr 8 
- © Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee, —for it is 
their report I am now reading, and which was read upon the 
Iith of April, 1794, in the Conſtitutional Society, upon re- 
ceiving the report of the committee formed of theſe five or 
# : ſix gentlemen from the two ſocieties, and it will thew what they 
meant, they ſay 88 | | 
* Reſolved, That it appears very deſirable a general meet- 
ing or convention of the Society of the Friends of Liberty ſhould 
be called.'—For what? To ſupplant the King—to ſubvert 
the government or to take the rule and order of government 
from Parliament? No; but to take into conſideration the pro- 
per means of obtaining a full and fair repreſentation: of the peo- 
ple in parliament. So that becauſe two ſocieties, that have ex- 
iſted for years in this country, ſetting out, as the Chief Juſtice , 
ſaid, upon the Duke of Richmond's plan, then they are to be 
called traitors. 'Tell me, when does the treaſon commence— 
with whom planned---and who were the parties to the circum- 
ſtances of it? It ſays, there then came on a debate about the 
word © convention ;* it was ſtated, on one ſide, to be a Saxon 
word, and on the other, a Latin word from * conventio;* both 
ſignifying a meeting; and, in order to put an end to the quarrel 
about it, the word meeting' was inferted, and according to 
that it is altered That it appears to this committee very de- 

_ firable, that a general meeting or convention of the Friends of 
Liberty ſhould be called for the purpoſe of tak ing into conſi- 
deration the proper methods of obtaining a full and fair repre- 
ſentation of the people.“ What is it the Attorney General 
means to ſay? Does he mean to fay it is high treaſon for per- 
ſons to make a delegation to certain perſons in a body, that are 

collected together for purpoſes legal, or that it is illegal? I will 
ſhew they were purpoſes totally different from that charged 
upon this record, and that they met to take into conſideration 
what was the beſt method of obtaining a Reform? Does he 

ON mean to ſay, that is in itfelf a charge of high treaſon for forci- 
bly ſubverting the government of this country, in a caſe where 

force is diſavowed by his own witneſſes, and where not a word 

ct arms is heard; to do them juſtice, they have been tardy in 

W | | calling 
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Calling parole evidence, and for the beſt reaſon in the world, 
chough in the former cauſe they called abundance of witneſſes, 
every one of whom, one after another, upon oath, negatived the 


propoſition which conſtitutes the charge here; and to-day Mr. 
Gibbs brought out, in my abſence, what he communicated to me 
ſince, that \ 446 all, | | ulted 
and abuſed, and that they made a few of theſe pikes, which 
were brought into court, to defend themſelves. The Attor- 

ney General ſeeing this beggarly account of empty boxes 
could not be made out, gave it up, and we have heard nothing 

about Mr. Franklow, or the Lambeth Society getting arms, 


which was all brought into ſervice againſt poor Hardy, but 


againſt which he ſtood firm and unſhaken. There was an- 
other reaſon why, undoubtedly they did well to call no pa- 
role evidence, for to have called people who knew nothing of. 
it, would be calling people who could give no information, 
and to call people that did know it, would be calling people 
that knew too much, and to do it by ſpies, would be only calling 
up * ragamufhns to be peppered. My Lord Chief Juſtice 
Jefferies ſaid upon the trial of Lord Ruſt, we bring no ſuſpi- 
cious perſons; we have not raked the jails for witneſſes, but we 
bring men of good credit; here they have brought you nothing 
but papers, containing nothing but what you might find on an 
file of old newſpapers; and I will undertake, with a very ſma 
exception, in one week to collect from the different coffee- 
houſes, a fac ſimile account of what you have been hearing 
read for theſe three days, although no printer was ever called to 
account for it. : 2 | 


Now, Gentlemen, let us come to the finale of this buſineſs, - 


that grand cataſtrophe of which you have heard ſo much ; let 
us ſee upon what ſmall pivots the fate of nations depend, and 


what an amazing eſcape this country has made. | 
Thoſe perſons forming the committee of co-operation, ag 

to meet on Mondays and Thurſdays, in Beaufort Buildings, 
the firſt meetir.g was ſtated to be upon the 14th of April. There 
was à meeting held at Chalk Farm, where Mr. Tooke was 
not preſent, and with which he had no concern whatever; and 
when. my learned friends. are told Mr. Tooke did nothing 


upon that meeting, and was not preſent, let them recollect that 


Mr. Lovat was there, that he has been before the Grand Jury, 


who heard all the evidence, and threw out the bill.  Lovat, he 


chairman at Chalk Farm, and one of the members of the com- 

mittee, is not put upon his trial, and yet when the man who was 

in the chair at Chalk Farm, ſtands as an acquitted man befare 

the accuſing Inqueſt, though he is not to be put upon his trial, 

yet he is to be hung like a * round the neck of the gentle- 
| 3 2 | * 


man 


with one aſſent, ſaid they had been inſulted * 
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man who never had any connection with him, and who, I will 


the Tower, and as people muſt, 


— 


92 ͤ 


prove, never ſaw him en met as priſoners together in 
when they are put priſoners 
in the ſame ſtaircaſe, meet; that was the firſt time Mr. 


Laovat faw Mr. Tooke, and yet he is to be brought againſt 


him who had objected to every part of the plan propoſed to ob- 
tain a Parliamentary Reform. 8 
Gentlemen, upon the 17th of April, thoſe perſons who were 
to co-operate and confer, none of them came. | 
The 24th of April was the ſecond Thurſday ; the Correſpond- 
ing Society came, but no body from the Conſtitutional Society, 
1 5 you know, in order to confer, there muſt be the two So- 
C eties. 5 5 ans 2 | 7 8 ; | EE" 8.3 
On Monday, April the 28th, three weeks after their firſt ap- 
* rae this notable conſpiracy met---What did they do ? 
They have got the books, and they have the witneſſes to all 


their acts. We cannot ſpeak to one another but we know 


no ſooner is it done than we find ſomebody before the Privy 
Council being examined touching the matter; but that has no- 
thing to do with this cauſe. VH TORE AFRO | 

On the 28th of April, three weeks after their firſt conſpiracy, 
this committee met, talked of the news, and of the weather, 


took ſnuff with one another, and retired to their houſes, and not 


„ 


a ſyllable of fy thing was ſaid about the King or the Parliament, 
or any body elſe „ %%%Cͤ% . 
On May the iſt, the committee met again, when nothing 
—_— (( ISNT b 

It is in evidence, on the 5th of May, they met as before, 
not a ſyllable was ſaid of any thing but the weather and the news 
of the day, and went home at half paſt eight o'clock. Nobody 


has accuſed them of doing any thing improper--- Where is the 


evidence to prove what was done? 1 here is nothing but what 
is upon paper, and no witneſs at all is examined in the ſhape of a 
man, except two or three, every one of whom expreſsly negative 
every thing which conſtitutes the charge. 

On Thurſday, May the 8th, the committee met again, and 


nothing was done. 


a 
* 


On Monday, May the 12th, in the midſt of all this, five 
people of one Piet metting fix of another, conſtituted for the 
purpoſes held forth in the open day, avowed from the beginning, 
and throughout their whole correſpondence---I ſay, in the mitt 


on 


of this, Mr. Hardy is taken up, taken out of bed from his affec- - 

tionate wife, who has loſt her life in conſequence of the terror and 
ment occaſioned Py it; he is now a witneſs, if it is neceſſary to 
Jah 


him, who will 
F 


eclare, and will confirm it under the ſanction 
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of an oath, being qualified ſo to do by the verdict of that Jury 
which acquitted him; he will declare, if it thall be thouglit 
neceſſary, being privy to the whole proceedings of the Corref- 
pending Society, that he had no more conception or idea of 


treaſon being intended, than the witneſſes examined before te 


Privy Council, and whom you have heard examined here; he 
can come forward as an honeſt man, and ſpeak the honeſt truth, 
and all he knows, which I am perſuaded will produce not only 
the honourable acquittal of this gentleman, but of every perſon 

connected with the tranſaction. | of | 5 
Gentlemen, there is another curious circumſtance reſpecting 
the troops ſeen at Spital- ſquare I don't mean to ſay, that whole 

troops were out becauſe of the dinner at Spital- ſquare I don't 
mean to ſay ſo, becauſe I mean to ſay e but what is 
proved; but it does appear this was conſidered as a ſerious 
plot, and Hardy and Adams were taken up by the King's meſ- 
ſenger, and all their books and papers ſeized. A letter is 
written to Mr. Tooke, ſtating that circumſtance, and then 
follows a long ſtroke, which appears to be ſomething very mate- 
rial in the cauſe: * - Can 20 be ready by 
Thurſday? This letter is intercepted, and is put into that 
green box, as a precious depoſit, for the purpoſe of a criminal 


trial for high treaſon ; and when it comes out, what is it? — that 


Mr. Joyce expected that Mr. Tooke, who was to take the red 
book -O] but ſay they, there was ſomething ſaid about a black 
book, which muſt be meant to contain a lift of thoſe intended 
to be aſſaſſinated, and the red book of thoſe to be faved: it 
turns out, that if there was any convulſion in the country, he 
expected to be cut off himſelf firſt ; and the fact appears, the red 
book was the Court Calendar, and Mr. Tooke was to make a 
calculation (which a man ought to have ſome time to make), 
and a correct liſt, of all the places and penſions which Mr. Pitt 
has received, or his family, through his bounty. Mr. Tooke 
thought it was fit to be correct upon that point, and Mr. Joyce 
wiſhed it ſhould be publiſhed, and to know if it could be ready 
by Thurſday... _ - „ ALS „ 
Gentlemen; my client told me a curious ſtory, which I won- 
der you have not had brought before you: — There was a ſpy 
put into a ſociety, and I need call no evidence to this, for any 
body who knows Mr. Tooke, or has attended to him during che 
courſe of this trial, will ſee it is ſo like the humour and wit that 
| diſtinguiſhes him, that the thing will prove itſelf without any 
evidence. This ſpy came into the company to ſee what he 
could pick up, and there was preſent a Mr. Gay, not a priſo- 
wer in the King's Bench, but a Mr. Gay, a member of the 


— wi rin o - 


ſociety, nominated by Mr. Tierney, (a gentleman I have in my 
eye) and he had abc to the wei e Lord knows — 

and found a ſtone upon which Mr. Stuart had written he would 
go no further, and. ſhould conſider it as the end of the world. 
Mr. Gay found this at or near Kamſcatka, and he wrote upon 
the ſtone This is the beginning of the world.“ Mr. Gay was 


pPreſent in this company, and ſome one was ſaying, What is 
to be the plan? What is to be done? Upon which Vir. Tocke 
anſwered, * Don't let us diſcuſs it here, for there is a gentle- 
man preſent who will go further than any body would chooſe to 
follow him;' and I will be bound if I had the rummaging of 
the green box, I ſhould find it in it. 1 
elec, if you would ſubtract that which I have not 
lungs to go through, for I have been much oppreſſed by attends 
ing upon theſe trials, but abſtracting from a vaſt deal of matter 
which has been read, and upon which I mean yet to make ſome. 
obſervations, this is the ſum and ſubſtance of the whole evi- 
_ dence, as it applies to this caſe. But it is ſaid, though this is ſo, 
all theſe things together (no one of them will do to be ſure) but 
they all ſhew together, that my client had the intention charged. 
_ F don't know, Ger. emen, how it can appear, but I recom- 
mend to thoſe who are of that opinion, to peruſe the caſe of 
that moſt unfortunate, but much lamented nobleman, the Earl 
of Strafford, who was attacked, and when they could not pre- 
vail over him in the ordinary courſe of juſtice, they heaped 
matter upon matter upon his head, in order to deſtroy him, 
though no one act done by him was treaſon, all was tacked 
together to make treaſon; and I cannot help making a remark 
upon that, for next to the authority of great lawyers, the autho- 
rity of great hiſtorians comes in aid, more eſpecially hiſtorians 
moſt wondertully gitted, perſons who are revered and followed 
| dy ages, before ſuch another man 1s found, a man of the greateſt 
and pureſt notions of municipal government; I ſpeak of Mr. 
. David Hume ; he gives this account of Lord Strafford's trial, in 
the reign of Charles the Firſt, in the ſixth volume of his 
Hiſtory of England, page 431, he ſays, _ Pas! 
Of all ſpecies of guilt, the law of England had, with 
the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs, defined that of treaſon ; becauſe 
on that fide it was found moſt neceſſary to protect the ſubject 
againſt the violence of the King, and of his miniſters, In the 
famous ſtatute of Edward III. all the kinds of treaſon are enu- 
merated, and every other crime, beſides ſuch as are there ex- 
preſsly mentioned, is carefully excluded from that appellation. 
But with regard to this guilt, an endeavour to ſubvert the funda 
axental laws, the ſtatute of treaſon is totally ſilent; and air, 


* 4 


* 
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trarily to introduce it into the fatal catalogue, is itſelf a ſubver- 


hon of all law; and under colour of defending liberty, reverſes 
a a ſtatute the beſt calculated for the ſecurity of liberty, that had 

ever been enacted by an Engliſh Parliament. 
As this ſpecies of treaſon, diſcovered by the Commons,” 
Has the Houſe of Commons the merit of diſcovering it ?— is 

entirely new and unknown to the laws; ſo is the ſpecies of 
proof by which they pretend to fix that guilt upon the priſoner. 
They have me? a kind of accumulative or conſtructive evi- 
dence, by which many actions, either totally innocent in them- 
ſelves, or criminal in a much inferior pw ſhall, when 
united, amount to treaſon, and ſubject the perſon to the higheſt 


penalties inflicted by the law. A hafty and unguarded word, a | 


raſh and paſſionate action, aſſiſted by the malevolent fancy of 
the accuſer, and tortured by doubtful conſtructions, is tranſ- 
mitted into the deepeſt guilt, and the lives and fortunes of the 
whole nation, no longer protected by juſtice, are ſubjected to 
arbitrary will and pleaſure.” | „ 
It may be ſaid, this is not like my Client's caſe; certainly 


it is not; for, the harſh and unguarded words“ were the 


harſh and unguarded words of my Lord Strafford; the raſh 
writings were his writings, and the paſſionate actions were his; 
but what is imputed to my Client, 1s the rath actions of other 
men, which he diſapproved of. | 
My Lord Strafford pleaded with all that eloquence, which 
if 1 had the power of conveying to you in language, this cauſe 
would not now be before you, and my Client would not be 
where he is. | | 


| He ſays, Where has this ſpecies of guilt lain ſo long con- 


cealed ? Where has this fire been ſo long buried, during fo many 
centuries, that no ſmoke ſhould appear, till it burſt out at once, 
to conſume me and my children? Better it were to live under 
no law at all, and by the maxims of cautious prudence to con- 
torm ourſelves the beſt we can to the arbitrary will of a maſter, 
than fancy we have a law on which we can rely, and find, at 
laſt, that this law ſhall inflict a pumſnment precedent to the 
promulgation, and try us by maxims unheard of till the ver 
moment of the proſecution. If I fail on the Thames, and ſplit 
my veſſel on an anchor, in caſe there be no buoy to give warn- 
ing, the party ſhall pay me damages; but if the anchor 'be 
marked out, then is the ſtriking on it at my own penl.— Where 
is the mark ſet upon this crime—where the token by which I 
ſhould diſcover it? It has lain concealed under water; and no 
human prudence, no human innocence, could ſave me from 
the deſtruction with which I am, at preſent, threatened.” 

8 2 Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, I maintain, if this is treaſon; it is a fnate laid 
for the ſubject; he is ſuffered to encounter it for years: it has 
been known, when men have been taken doing the very act 
which is now in contemplation, for fear the perſons ſhould . 
know the act they are accuſed of, a different ſpecies of offence, 
totally diſſimilar has been charged; and after letting them lay 
by, not even bringing a proſecution againſt them, on a ſudden 
they are ſplit upon this anchor without a buoy, as is deſcribed 
by Lord Strafford, and not only an innocent man, for, I be- 
lieve, this man at the bar would have courage enough to meet 

his fate; but all man kind would ſuffer from the 3 in- 

terpretation of the law. | 


* 


He then ſays, Let us not, to our own deſtruction, awake 
thoſe ſleeping lions, by rattling up a company of old records,“ 
by the bye, they can rattle up no record to fuit this caſe, 
© which have lain for ſo many ages by the wall, forgotten and 
neglected. To all my afflictions add not this, my Lords, the 
moſt ſevere of any; that I for my other fins; not for my trea- 
fons, be the means of introducing a precedent ſo pernicious to 
the laws and liberties of my native country.” Es 
Now, Gentlemen, proud as I am of being a ſubject of this 
country, I mult reveal to you the fatal conſequences of injuſ- 
tice;—all this eloquence, all this truth, had no avail before an 
abandoned tribunal, which had thrown off every ſpecies of juſ- 
tice. He addreſſed them thus, My Lords, I have now trou- 
bled your Lordſhips a great deal longer than I ſhould have done; 
ere it not for the intereſt of thele pledges, which a faint in 
heaven left me, I ſhould be loth'—here, he pointed to his chil- 


5 dren, and his weeping ſtopped him, as it would ſtop me, if I was 


to read further. He was convicted; but then, what followed? 
hat always will follow in England; and though I wiil not 
offend againſt the Chief Juſtice, or the other Judges, by accuſing 
the Judges of Scotland with paſſing an improper ſentence; and 
though , 7 Pam the ridiculous figure ſome modern Prophets have 
cut, by their prophecies remaining unfulfilled at the time ap- 
pointed, I will venture to predict, that the ſentences. againft 
Ml,jrgarot, and thoſe other perſons who are going to Botany Bay, 
will long, long before it pleaſes God, in the ordinary courſe of 
nature, to call me from the world, or moſt of thoſe that now 
hear me, be reverſed in parliament,. as this damnable judgment 
was reverſed. „ | 5 5 
Gentlemen, the Attorney General will lays he wants no con- 
ſtructive treaſon; I give you this as a proof of intent ion; it is 


not that crimes of an inferior nature, taking them as ſubſtan- 
tive crimes,” amount to treaſon, but that they go together to 
„ ea No 5 _ thew 


? 


* 
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ſhew the intention: The intention of what? I ſhould be 
glad if it was poſlible, and the rules of the law of the country 
permitted it, to aſk every man within hearing, or every man 
and woman without doors, who has ſenſe and reaſon, What is 
it they have proved? What is it they have eſtabliſned; and 
whether you could kill a fly upon it? Vet you are aſked to de- 
liver to deſtruction the Gentleman now before you. They ſay, 
there is good reaſon for all this, becauſe Mr. Teske 

to ſend an Addreſs to the Convention of France; that he con- 


ſented to pay a mark of reſpect to Mr. Thomas Paine, Who had 
written a book, containing groſs matter againſt the Monarchy of 


the country; becauſe he was privy alſo to the approbation be- 
ſtowed on Mr. Joel Barlow, who had alſo written a letter of 


congratulation to the Convention of France; and, laſtly, becauſe 


he had himſelf written a letter to the Preſident of that Conven- 
tion, offering to ſubſcribe 4000 livres to carry on the war, even 
too if, in the event, part of that money ſhould be employed in 


carrying it on when his own country was engaged with other 
countries at war with France. It will appear, for we mean 


to call for that paper, by and bye, and all about his being a 
French Citizen, that Mr. Horne Tooke never applied to the 
Preſident, and had nothing to do with it. 8 24a 
Gentlemen, I am not ſo much exhauſted, but I can touch 
upon tlioſe things in their order, as far as they require to be 
touched upon. | 5 1 

IJ am quite ſurprized this paper has been ſo little underſtood, 


or how it has happened that Mr. Paine has been ſo much the 
ſubject of approbation, as connected with the conſtitution f 


F rance. 


Gentlemen, it happened that when France threw off the 


yoke of an arbitrary monarchy, which had not only been at- 


tended with infinite evils to itſelf, but many calamities to this 
country, and had been productive of endleſs wars, which cauſed 
reat burthens to be laid upon this country; (and one would 


| really think, if France could get back a monarchy again, this 
country would be in peace for ever, though the was never fo 


long together, when -the e of France exiſted) I ſay, 


when France threw off the yoke of an arbitrary monarchy, the 


people of this country felt a general joy at the great event, that 
ſeemed to emancipate ſo large a portion of the human race from 
a yoke which was diſhonourable and improper to be borne; 
which was brought on by a continuation of abuſes; and by not 


having that which has ſaved this country, by not ae: earl 


reforms from time to time; for their church Was never reformed; 
their ſtate was never reformed; and from the want of that repair, 
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which the edifices of civil life re wire, tumbled to the earth af | 


once; whereas, by the firm interference of our anceſtors, from 


time to time, our religion was moderated and protected; our lives 


paſſed eaſier along, and the country grew up with new illuſtration. 
. Gentlemen, ſome of the firſt people of this country expreſſed 
the moſt public approbation ; every honeſt heart beat with plea- 
ſure at the idea of ſuch a monſtrous fabric and maſs of abuſe 


being tumbled to the ground, When I conſider the ſituation of my 


client, and when I compare what may paſs in the mind of an- 
other man with what has paſſed in my own, I never conſider 
that I was not a good ſubject or a diſaffected perſon to this 
country, when, long after the French Revolution, I aſſociated 
with perſons who have been conſtantly. mutable and tranſitory, 


being monarchy men to the laſt degree one day, then changing. 


to another ſpecies of men, and at laſt coming into republican 


principles as France has done, becauſe very, very unfortunately, 


the powers of Europe would not leave her to do that for herſelf 
which every nation ought to be permitted to do, namely, to take 
the good or evil of its own government and inſtitution into conſi, 


deration. - All Europe combined againſt France, and war was 


carried on againſt this unfortunate country, by all the deſpots 


5; of the earth, with whom, thank God, the King of Great 


Britain has no ſimilarity ; they were determined to diſpute with 
France the inſtitutions made by itſelf: Many of the firſt per- 


ſions of this country were diſgufted, and conſidered it as un- 


** 


Juſt, and thought it would be very ruinous to the country; but, 


very unfortunately, a Gentleman, moſt undoubtedly a man of 


the firſt talents in the world for writing, and, moſt probably, a 
very honourable man, wrote two books which, perhaps, are 
not in every one's hands, but which may have a greater effect 
upon mens minds than any thing elſe; I ſpeak of the book 
written by Mr. Burke upon the French Revolution: There was 
nobody ſpoke of a Revolution in England ; therefore, did it 


follow becauſe France, that had no conſtitution. at all, or any 


government that deſerved the name of government; did it fol- 
low, that becauſe ſhe had choſen to aſſert her own liberty, that, 
therefore, there could be no liberty but her's ?—T rejoice in aſ— 
lerting the liberty of this country; and I think it is a danger- 
ous precedent to ſuffer liberty to be overborne by foreign force, 
which may end in our own country's ruin Did it follow from 
thence, it was reſolved to ſacrifice at the feet of France the conſti- 
tution of England? Cannot I rejoice at the liberty of France, 


without meaning to ſubvert my own ? Will any man be ſo mad 


as to ſay ſuch a propoſition can be maintained? Surely not. Yet, 
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Mr. Burke has ſaid it. I ſtate this, becauſe it is the origin of 
Mr. Paine's book. Mr. Burke denied poſitively, and in terms, 
that the French had any right to change the government of their 
own country he took up the cudgels for all the deſpots of 


Europe, at the time they were waging an oppreſſive war upon 


an exaſperated people; he has been the cauſe, as they *have 
been, of all the blood that has been ſhed, and which one trem- 


bles to think of: they had to diſpute with other countnes, un- 


der other circumſtances, aſſerting their own rights; Mr. Paine, 
was, indeed, a republican beyond all queſtion—but he be- 
came ſo in conſequence of the ſame corrupt and ſcandalous 
attempt to interfere with the liberties of the people of America; 
he became a republican in conſequence of the diſputes in Ame- 
rica: and is it not an aſtoniſhiag thing, that this very Mr. 


Burke, who conſiders every man as a traitor, who attempts to 


name Thomas Paine, and conceives he can only be anfwered 
by the laws of criminal juſtice ; to the aſtoniſhment of the whole 
court, I will ſhew an approbation of Mr. Thomas Paine, by 
the ſame gentleman himſelf when he was pleading the cauſe of 


a nation—not of a fallen nation, that had the right to chooſe us 
own government, but pleading the cauſe of America, at that 


time in open war with, and rebellion againſt, Great Britain. 
Mr. Paine wrote a book called Common Senſe, now 
mind, Gentlemen, I have a good deal of knowledge upon 
this ſubject, becauſe having it caſt upon me to defend this 
Gentleman, I am intimately acquainted with every thing that 
belongs to that work, and 

have no right to take away the merit of Mr. Paine) the 
called the Rights of Man, is almoſt in every part of it a eopy 
of his own book, which he wrote before, namely Com- 
mon Senſe, almoſt verbatim! It is a 2 to look at it! 
Mr. Paine had written a book, called Common Senſe: 
When did he write it? —He wrote it when America had thrown 


off the yoke of this country; when this country was exerting 
every nerve to ſubdue them, then in rebellion. Mr. Horne 


Tooke, who ſits at the bar, ſaid ſomething in a former ſpeech, 
concerning France, at that time a neutral nation, which ſerves 
to explain his intentions concerning the interference of foreig 
nations. Mr. Burke, in a pamphlet, ſaid, as to the victories in 
in America, he felt every victory as a blow upon his heart.“ 
What! feel every victory as a blow upon his heart, that was 


gained over rebels ?---Yes ; becauſe he conſidered, and felt it, as 


a raſh, abſurd, and ruinous war; he ſaid, © I have not yet 


learnt to rejoice in hearing of the {laughter of a long lift of 
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names, familiar to me from my infancy, or to rejoice becauſo 
ſtrangers are taken priſoners, whoſe names I never heard. 
The battle of the White Plains has no charms for me, and I 
cannot rejoice at finding their forts in the poſſeſſion of the Bri- 
tiſh arm. ing | : 5 
Gentlemen, if this was in Mr. Shelton's hands, and ſtated to 
be from Citizen Vorke, what would become of us? Suppoſe 
we were to make peace to-morrow- and I do not know how 
long we are to go on; and ſuppoſe the other powers at war da 
Hot make peace, and we do, as I hope we ſhall, ſhall not I 
with her ſucceſs ?---that I ſhall ;---Shall I not expreſs it? that 
I will; and who will tell me I ſhall not? I will aſſert the 
dignity and character of an Engliſhman ; I will aſſert the na- 
ture of man; I will look up to that which has made my country 
what it is; I will conſider J am looking at a country that ſhould | 
be the ſtar of the Weſt, to light up again thoſe nations that 
haye loſt their liberty, and to bring it again into the progreſſion 
of things. 1 ; 
| 3 Mr. Burke provoked Mr. Paine to write this 
book, and I will prove to you Mr. Horne Tooke called him 
raſh and fooliſh forty times over, for putting in thoſe ridiculous 
parts about monarchy ; he ſaid, Why did you talk about monar-; 
chy? Why not content yourſelf with vindicating the honour 
of ſociety, and ſhewing the rights of the people in making a 
conſtitution? Why did you write vile and ſcandalous attacks 
upon the authority of the crown? And yet Mr. Horne T ooke 
is thought to have adopted the whole of the work. _ 
_ Gentlemen, Mr. Burke ſays, If any man aſks me what is 
a free government, I anſwer, it is what the people think is a 
free government, for they are the only proper judges of the 
matter.“ It is Mr. Edmund Burke who ſays that. Now 
mind, Mr. Thomas Paine wrote a book, lads take upon me 
to aver it, for my client tells me he was under his root a long 
time) and I Moder my yeracity if you look at that book called 
Common Senſe, you will find he has been a plagiariſt from 
his own book; he ſays, all of a ſudden, when the French aſſerted 
their rights, holding out the arms of friendſhip to us, which I 
will prove, for I have ſubpœnaed the officer of the Houſe of 
Lords to produce the correſpondence between Lord Grenville 
and Monſieur Chauvelin, and they ſhall be read to you; you 
will find an abſolute diſavowal of enmity, and the greateſt amity 
held out to England; and I know, from experience, that lon 
after the reyolution in France, it was enough to be an Engliſh- 
man; formerly a man muſt go over with recommendations, and 
then could hardly find his way t6 the halls of great perſons, 
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A man going over as an Engliſhman, long after the revolution, 
was held in every ſort of reſpect. They held out the arm of 
affection towards us, and is it to be ſuppoſed, that for that rea- 
ſon, we are to give up our government for theirs ? TE 


Gentlemen, hear Mr. Tooke's opinion upon it, it is one of 


the moſt remarkable things in the cauſe, and will be given in 


4 


% 


There was a meeting held at the Crownand Anchor Tavern, 
called (not at allby Mr. Tooke) to celebrate the firſt anniverſary 
of the French revolution, where a noble Earl (Earl Stanhope} 
was in the chair, and a motion was made, That this meeting 
does moſt cordially rejoice in the eſtabliſhment of liberty in 
France, and behold with pleaſure, the good will which appears 


to pervade the people of that country towards this, eſpecially at 
a time when it is the manifeſt intereſt * (as God knows it is of 


both ſtates) © that nothing ſhould interrupt the harmony be- 
tween them, which is ſo eſſential to freedom and happinels, 
not only of both nations, but of all mankind.“ And, Gentle- 
men, I do not think after I read this, I ſhall be ſuffered to go on 
making any more remarks on this part of the ſubject, becauſe 
It is a key to the whole. Mr. Horne Tooke begged that the 
honourable gentleman, who was the mover, would add to his 
motion, ſome qualifying cauſe to guard againſt miſrepreſenta- 
tion, that there was a very wide difference between England 
and France, that, the veſſel of France was abſolutely bulged 
and loſt; whereas in England we had a noble, ſtately, and 
ſound veſſel, ſailing ſmoothly on the boſom of the ocean, and 
though the might appear ſomewhat foul at bottom, yet that her 
main timbers were all ſound. Mr. Horne Tooke therefore 
requeſted, there ſhould be an addition made to the motion, and 
that if ſome addition was not made, he ſhould move it himſelf; 
accordingly he did move this publicly, That the people of 
England, by the virtuous exertions of their anceſtors, have not 
ſo hard a taſk to perform as the French had, but have only 
to maintain and improve the conſtitution which their an- 
ceſtors have tranſmitted to them.” Lord Stanhope, I take it for 
granted, is not ſo tired of his peerage and rank, and of 
the nobility he holds, and as little is the honourable mover, 


Mr. Sheridan, tired of the conſtitution of this country, which 


he daily illuſtrates, as to wiſh to overturn it. When Mr. Horne 


Tooke moved this amendment, he did it in the face of the whole 


country, and publiſhed to all mankind thoſe opinions I will 


prove to be his; but why ſhould I prove them to be his, when 


Mr. Attorney General has been fo liberal in waſting his ſtrength 


for theſe laſt three days, to prove, that by this motion, Mr. 


Toake 
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Tooke was only going on in the' ordinary courſe of his life, 


which. I ſhall prove from year to year? 1 ſhall take him up in 
the year 1780, and bring him down to the very time he comes 
before you at the bar, to thew thoſe are his ſentiments and opi- 


nions, and that he has conſtantly held them. Then what is it? 


there are offenſive parts in Mr. Paine's book, and there are 
good parts in Mr. Burke's ;---there are three pages read out of 
the whole of Mr. Paine's book; and you will remark, when 
great approbation comes from either of the ſocieties, it is not 
approving of that part which recommends monarchy to be de- 
ſtroyed, but, on the contrary, thoſe particular parts which I with 
all parties would attend to, which are not at all intended for the 


deſtruction of government; and if a man, who is a republican, 


writes a book, which is a libel, jt is a libel only in him, and 
let him only be puniſhed. How can it be ſuppoſed Mr. Tooke 


meant to ſubvert the conſtitution of the country, when his whole 
tenor of life is directly the contrary; and 1 will ſhew Mr, 


Tooke, in company with Mr. Paine, ſaid to him, How can you, 


as a man of common ſenſe, becauſe you are wounded and ir- 


Titated by what was done reſpecting America; how can you, as 
a man of common ſenſe, talk this ſtuff about monarchy ? I will 
apply that to Mr. Burke; I wiſh to ſpeak with great reſpect of 
Mr. Burke, though I differ from him; this book was written, 
J have no doubt, with an honeſt intention; however, I think 
it is, upon a moſt deteſtable principle, calculated to do much 
miſchief, and a book that debaſes the character of man; yet I 
Mall take care the perſon whoſe education muſt be dear to me, 
and is of courſe, by the law of nature, charged to me, ſhall do 
with his own hand, what I have been doing with. mine, at the 
intervals allowed from exerciſing my profeſſion, that is to extract 
from. the works of this moſt extraordinary perſon, and this 
work among the reſt, all thoſe wiſe maxims and principles of 


religion, thoſe awful and ſublime principles of OR en 


ſophy, and juftice, drawn from experience common in life, and 


have them all collected together.--- What do I ſay ?---I fay, I 1 


diſlike your book, but it has a great deal of good in it; ſo I fay 
to Mr. Paine, I like your book, but there is a great deal of bad 
in it. Let Engliſhmen attend to this, becaule it is their cauſe ; 


Mr. Paine had publiſhed this work, the firſt part of the Rights 


pf Man, which I have ſeen perſons reading in the Houſe of 


Commons, over and over again, when they ſhould have been 
liſtening to the debate; I ſay, it was publiſhed, and in every 


man's houſe. „ 8 
The ſecond part was publiſhed, and in every man's hands: 
it was proſecuted as a hbel, and it was not determined till. 17 9 4% 


3 
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when it was brought on to trial. O ſhame ! you will ſay, 
when I relate what I am about to do- that there was a con- 


ſpiracy formed, that the author ſhould not be defended ; that wass 


the clue to Mr. Horne Tooke's conduct; there was a conſpi - 


racy, that Mr. Paine was not to have the benefit of a trial; he | 


was a poor man, and he could not defend himſelf; he was to 
Have no counſel, and I, who ſpeak to you, was threatened with 
the loſs of my office, if J undertook his defence as an advocate, 
as I do in this place; I was told, Mr. Paine muſt not be de- 
fended; I did defend him, and I loſt my office---thoſe are facts. 


What! when I defend a man, muſt I not, therefore, defend his 


work? I appeal to an honourable perſon, the preſent Lord 
Chief Baron, who was Attorney General at that time, whe⸗ 
ther the effect of my ſpeech to the Jury was not, laying my 
hand upon my heart, to profeſs my love and veneration for the 
Engliſh Conſtitution, which I conſider to have nothing to do with 
that cauſe, and put the queſtion, Whether conſiſtent wich the Law 
of England, that book could be publiſhed ?—they found it a libel, 
and pronounced it to be ſo, upon this ground, that when a man 
induſtriouſly endeavours to render the people of the country diſ- 
affected to the government, by making them think it impro- 
per, and that it is good for nothing, he is guilty of ſedition; and 
becauſe Mr. Thomas Paine, when upon his trial, had a ſub- 
ſcription raiſed, which was aſſented to by Mr. Fooke, who 
knew him, though he always abuſed and condemned him for 
that fooliſh part of the book, the approbation of the book is to 
be foiſted in, as ſhewing the intention to be treaſonable, although 
the moſt learned and exalted perſons have approved of parts of 
that book, and he is to be conſidered as a traitor, although, in 
the language of Mr. Sharpe, he ſtands on ariſtocratic principles, 
and has been a monarchy man on the face of his whole co 
through life. „ | . | 
Gentlemen, it would be the moſt dangerous thing in the 
world, to fay we mult nurſe up an endleſs animoſity between 
the two nations. What is the beſt way to prevent the infection 
of a foreign government, which is nearer a ſpecies of inſanity 
than any thing elſe, from reaching this government or any 
other? What! is it proſecution N : try to guard the human 
mind in another way. Milton, the poet, ſays, that attempting to 


SPY I, 


put down books in that way, is like a ſpark that flies up in the 
face of him that ſeeks to tread it out; or, it is like a man that 


builds a wall about his park to keep out the crows.'* Shew them 
the benefits of the government; let them feel the good effects of 

it; and [I will be bail for it, for ages it will ſupport itſelf; let us 
feel the guardian protection of the law; let every man ſtand 


ſecure, 
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ſecure, as every man will; and T vow to God, I think, that 
the conduct of the Court and Jury, upon the trial of Mr. 
Hardy, the patience and attention with which it was heard, 
and the ultimate reſult of it, has done more, at a time when 
every man is called upon to do his beſt, than any thing elſe 
could have done. We ſhould intertwiſt ourſelves with one ano- 
ther; we ſhould be like a bundle of arrows, which, while toge- 
ther, cannot be broken; but, when unbound, tumble to pieces. 
I did not like to anticipate any thing, therefore, I only ſtated 
what had happened; but ſo faſt as the wheel goes round, and 
before a cauſe comes to a concluſion, new events ariſe in the 
world, from the ſyſtem of prejudice which prevails. For God's 
fake! let Engliſhmen know they are ſecure under the law ; that 
an unprotected man may ſtand up, and fay, here I am accuſed 
of this crime, and can defend myſelf: this is the letter of the 
law -this is the ſtatute of Edward, which ſays, in treaſon, the 
overt act muſt be to depoſe the king by force; you have proved 
no force. The Solicitor General has not told you who were 
_ traitors; when they began to be traitors ; what it was they did, 
that made them traitors; or who began it; nothing concerning 
it; I heard nothing like it. J heard a long lift of old newſpapers 
read, without any one fact, or any one thing ſtated. The Chief 
Juſtice and the en have been obliged to take upon themſelves 
to do what was never done before; does not that entitle me to 
ſay, no man ever underwent ſuch a trial? How could fon 
convict him? How could you know what has been proved ? 
Could you know, or is there any man in court who will ſay 
they can aver the convention was held for the purpoſe charged ? 
But they are made out by ather things. Who wrote the letters? 
What connection had Mr. Tooke with them; did he read them; 
did he encourage them; did he know by what means they were 
obtained, and the number of perſons? - O dear! Gentlemen, it 
ſtrikes me with horror! it is like the waves of the ſea breaking 
in upon one: all is to be a maſs of confuſion, if you are to take 
the life of a man upon this evidence lit cannot be---there is no 
fuch thing. e | 1 
Gentlemen, after having almoſt exhauſted himſelf upon the 
former cauſe, the Solicitor General, and no man has more re- 
ſpect for his learning than I fincerely have; in doing his duty to 
the crown, ſtated the caſe of Sir Chriſtopher Blunt, who was 
charged with levying war againſt Queen Elizabeth. She ſent 
her 2 to repreſs the rebellion; and Sir Edward Coke ſays, 
Blunt did not deny the fadt. Lord Coke wanted to bind him to 
it. He fays, My maſters, there is nothing for you, he has 
admitted the rebellion.” Sir Chriſtopher Blunt mentioned * 
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Ailted with the party, but not killed the perſon ;- and he was in- 


_ dicted, not for conſpiring the death of the Queen, but for levying 
In Sir John Frend's caſe, my Lord Chief Juſtice Holt ſays, 
Sir John Frend was indicted in the time of King William, and 
the overt act laid, was for ſending a perſon to France, to per- 


ſuade the French King to raiſe a number of men, and Sir John 


Frend was to be a Colonel; that was an overt act, if there ever 
was one. Hear how my Lord Chief Juſtice Holt ſums it up: 


he ſays, * Sir John Frend ſaid, it was only a conſpiracy to levy 


war, therefore, am I guilty of treaſon?” Hear the anſwer, 
Nov for that, I muſt tell you, if there be only confpiracy to 
levy war: What! a conſpiracy to levy war without force | Did 


you ever hear of war without force? Does force come when we: 
Tay, we mean only to uſe reaſon? but they add a letter to it, 


and turn it into treaſon. It is ſaid, but if the deſign, or conſpi- 
Tracy, be either to kill the King or depoſe him, or to put force 
upon him or reſtraint, and the way of effecting the purpoſe is 
by levying war, there the conſpiracy and conſultation to leyy 


war, for that purpoſe, is high treaſon, though the propoſing and. 


deſigning is not o: there may be war levied without any deſign 
upon the King's perſon; as for example,” and here he puts the. 


very caſe we are about: If perſons ſhould aſſemble them- 


lelves, and act with force, in oppoſition to ſome law, and hope 
thereby to get it repealed, it is levying war and treaſon, but 


 propoling and deſigning it is not ſo.“ Y ou ſee, when they af- 


ſemble, and endeavour by force to make a reformation of their 


own heads, that is levying war, but the propoſing and defign-, 


ing it is not ſo. And then the Chief Juſtice, in ſumming up 


the evidence, tells the Jury, they muſt be convinced of the in- 


tention of the heart, which conſtitutes the crime; and then he 
ſays, Gentlemen, it is not fit there ſhould be any ſtrained or 
forced conſtruction put upon mens words; there muſt be full 


and ſatisfactory evidence he is certainly guilty of that intention, | 


W 


and if you ſee that proof, you will pronounce him fo. 


I confeſs, Gentlemen, if I omit any thing in the defence of my,” 


client, it is that I don't know what. to grapple with; I am 
obliged to erect phantoms, in order to fight them; for my own 
mind does not ſuggeſt any principle of law, or any one fact to 


which I can gravely aſk the attention of my country in this 


"caſe. 


* 


Gentlemen, I have here a work of Mr. Tooke's, which, 


perhaps, his lordſhip will permit to be read 


It is a letter written by Mr. Horne Tooke to my Lord 


Aſhburton. 5 
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Lud Preſident. Before you begin to read it, we ſhould know | 


Mr. Er/#ine. It is a letter written to Lord Aſhburton, for- 


” merly the celebrated Mr. Dunning, who was engaged in a Re- 


form of Parliament, and Mr. Horne Tooke wrote this letter to 
him, on the ſubject of a Parliamentary Reform, in 1782 
airs (Mr. -G1BBs Reads.) 2 : 1% | 
© By the vote of the Houſe of Commons, on Tueſday laft, Par- 


| Hament, it ſeems, do not yet think it neceſſary to take into conſi- 


deration the ſtate of repreſentation in this country. However, 


my Lord, notwithſtanding that vote, I am ſtill fanguine enough 


to believe that we are at the eve of a peaceful revolution, more 


ciety is capable. 


important than any which has happened fince the ſettlement of 


our Saxon anceſtors in this country; and which will convey 
down to endleſs poſterity all the bleſſings of which political ſo- 
My Lord, my expectations are greatly raiſed, inſtead of be- 
ing depreſſed, by the objections which were urged againft Mr. 
itt's motion. | 955 1 | 


One Gentleman fays, He cannot fee any good purpoſe the 


motion would anſwer; for it would not affift government with 


a ſhip, a man, or a guinea, towards carrying on the war with 


_ vigour, or towards eſtabliſhing that much wiſhed-for object, 


Peace: | a I ip 
©My Lord, I hope the meaſure will be made to produce to go- 
vernment both is and men and guineas. For they would be 


very poor politicans, indeed, who could not, in one meaſure, 


comprehend many purpoſes ; and ſtill poorer, who ſhould miſs 


the preſent opportunity of obtaining, by this one meaſure of Re- 


form, every deſirable object of the State. 6 
* Another gentleman apprehends, that nothing leſs than giv- 
ing every man in the kingdom a vote, would give univerſal ſa- 


_ tisfaction,” . 


My Lord, I truſt that there are very few perſons in this king- 


dom who defire ſo improper and impracticable a meaſure. But 


if there were many, the wiſdom of Parliament would correct 
their plan, and the corrected would be well pleaſed at the cor- 


4 


krection. | 


© My Lord, I ſhall not waſte a word to ſhew the neceſſity of 4 


Reform in the Repreſentation of this country. I ſhall only con- 


fider the mode of Reform; and endeavour to ſhew, that it is 


not difficult to embrace every intereſt in the State, and to ſatisfy 


welkmeaning men of every deſcription. To this end I am 
compelled firſt to remove hs prejudices, and, indeed, juſt. ob- 


* . 
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Jections, which ſome perſons entertain to all the modes of 
Reform, which have hitherto been recommended. | | 


My virtuous and ineſtimable friend, Major Cartwright, is a 


zealous and an able advocate for equal and univerſal repreſen- 
tation; that is, for an equal and univerfal ſhare of every man in 
the government. My Lord, I conceive his argument to be this: 
Every man has an equal right to freedom and ſecurity. No man 


can be free who has not a voice in the framing of thoſe laws, 


by which he is to be governed. He who is not repreſented, has 
not this voice; therefore, every man has an equal right to re- 
preſentation, or to a ſhare in the government. His final con- 


cluſion is, that every man has a right to an equal ſhare in re- 
_ preſentation. , 


Nov, my Lord, I conceive the error to lie. chiefly in the con- 


cluſion. For there is very great difference between having an 


equal right to a ſhare, and a right to an equal hare. An eſtate 
may be deviſed by will amongſt many perſons, in different pro- 
portions; to one five pounds, to another five hundred, &c. each 
perſon will have an equal right to his ſhare; but not a right to 
an equal ſhare. | REV. EO. : 
This principle is farther attempted to be enforced by an af- 


ſertion, that, The all of one man is as dear to him, as the all 
of another man is to that other.“ But, my Lord, this maxim 


will not hold by any means; for a ſmall all is not, for _ 5 


good reaſons, ſo dear as a great all. A ſmall all may be lof 
and eaſy regained; it may very often, and with great wiſdom, 


be riſqued for the chance of à greater; it may be ſo ſmall, as 


to be little or not at all worth defending or caring for. 16 ep 


qui Zonam frerdidit. But a large all can never be recoyered ; it 


has been amaſſing and accumulating, perhaps, from father to 
fon for many generations; or it has been the product of a long 
life of induſtry and talents; or the conſequence of ſome circum- 
ſtance which will never return. But I am ſure I need not 
dwell upon this. Without placing the extremes of fortune in 


array againſt each other, every man, whoſe all has varied at dif- 


ferent periods of his life, can ſpeak for himſelf, and ſay, whe- 


ther the dearueſs in which he held theſe different alls were equal. 
The loweſt order of men conſume their all daily, as faſt as they 


acquire it. 


| © My Lord, juſtice and policy require that bevefitand-hurthen, 
that the ſhare of power, aud the thare of contribution to that 


power, ſhould be as nearly proportioned as poſſihle. If Ariſto- 


cracy will have all power, they are tyrants and unjuſt to the 
People, becauſe 1 


alone does not bear the whole bur- 
vidual of che people contends to be 


then. If the ſmalleſt 1 
\ aro: e Gow 
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equal in power to the greateſt individual, he too is, in his turn, 
1 ay in his demands; for his burthen and contribution are not. 
ieangl. W | | 7 f 
| Y Hitherto, my Lord, I have only argued againſt the equality; 
I hſhall now venture to ſpeak againſt the univerſallity of repre- 
ſentation, or of a ſhare in the government; for the terms amount 
to the ſame. CO i Th -- 3 
Freedom and ſecurity ought ſurely to be equal and univerſal. 
1 But, my Lord, I am not at all backward to contend, that ſome 
of the members of a ſociety may be free and ſecure, without 
having a ſhare in the government. The happineſs and freedom, 
and ſecurity of the whole, may even be advanced by the ex- 
cluſion of ſome, not from freedom and ſecurity, but from a 
| ſhare in the government. 4 OE 33 
My Lord, extreme miſery, extreme dependence, extreme ig- 
norance, extreme ſelfiſhneſs (I mean that miſtaken ſelſhnels 
which excludes all public ſenſe), all theſe are juſt and proper 
. "cauſes of excluſion from a ſhare in the government, as well as 
extreme criminality, which is admitted to exclude ; for thither 
they all tend, and there they frequently finiſh. „ | 
© My Lord, if the virtue of the times, or if the underſtanding 
4 of the times, (I hope I ſhall not offend any one by laying the 
.* fault there) would permit the plan; which I have thus ſketched 
! | partially and imperfectly, on the ſpur of the preſent occaſion, to be 
carried to the extent of which it is capable, and that the eleCtion 
. levy were by that means to become the only national tax or 
impoſition in the country, the people would inſtantly be relieved 
from full three-fourths of their preſent burthens, and the poorer 
ſort from every burthen. The conſtitution of the government 
would become eternal; the national difficulties would vaniſh ; 
the landed and commercial intereſts would flouriſh ; moſt 
of the penal laws would be done away ; the ſtatutes would at 
one ſtroke be reduced to a ſingle volume; and that monſtrous 
tax and burthen upon the people of law ſuits and proceſſes 
5 (equal to and more vexatious than a hundred other taxes), 
would be almoſt aboliſhed. This country would become the 
refuge, the warehouſe, and the metropolis of the world. * 
* But your Lordſhip will hardly think me ſerious, if I proceed 
in this ſtrain. I may, however ſurely, without being too ro- 
mantic, ſuppoſe that ſome part of the adminiſtration 2 be clear 
ſighted enough to ſee that the people muſt be ſatisfied in their 
juſt expectations, and moſt ſurely will be ſo. Miniſters will 
ſurely grant with a good grace what cannot be much longer 
withheld, They will at laſt (if not infatuated) catch the pre- 
ſent fortunate opportunity (in the midſt of our diſtreſſes) to com- 
bine an important meaſure of revenue with the ceſſion of * 


** 


* 222 n * 4 _— _ n en „ N 9 7 * : * * 0 * 6. 0 oe _ * n 2 
* - , 9 R 9 1 0 | ? 3 *** . * 8 . | — | | | _ 
: F | 2 * | 1 " 
, * AT 
- * 0 
| — * þ 
mw You? - 
. * 4 Cx * * = Ef La COT ” 7 Barat” pas +2 7 . r . = 4 g 
e IRR te: wa 2 * LEON bes, XR TAS 5 Nu 5x5 7 ke a % eng af — * by r ISL OS 
* LOW * = 4 — 2 4 ws * COST 4 * "a 1 an = - - | — a 
; x 0 x , , 3 4 A * = * — 
* bart Pa 4 — > 2 — 4 . t 28 T : 9 2 wk” nn > 
— 1 2 . LOS — — — — 8 Derr —4 ay > * 77 1 . "This ; a = N 
» : 8 "i 9 3s — 2 tu ers — - — ” K 3 1 : be 
; 4 nk 3 a N 1 = . — — - * 1 * 
op -. 265 0 . . 2 * * * — ** - © F 
. — =» 4 * £5 - | . . 2 
0 PN wor 8 — Tb * Ca . 3 f 0 r As 
f — l - — — * , 8 1 4 4 4 — 
oy * * * NB a * — - } ; N * 
— * 2 * D. > A'S 2 | 
8 5 \ « 5 > Wo” 
7 d 1 1 8 9 


. 
> 
8 * 
eee 2 
S 1 2 9 © Rn 
wb gh R EET 


_ 


of the people, unleſs the honeſty, or the good ſenſe of 
tration afford the remedy by aN ſubſtantially the vices of 
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hootings, for their offer to us of that which we ſhould now re- 


cCeive with gratitude. 


] will venture to aſſert that they have no time to loſe. 
His Majeſty's conduct has reſcued his own perſonal character 


from cenſure, (for in ſpite of forms and decorum Kings have a 


perſonal character (and I doubt not he will for ever hencefor- 


ward remain very dear to his ſubjects. He ſtands fully juſtified 
from all that has paſſed ; for he has liſtened to the voice of his 8 
be 


ple, where the conſtitution intended that their voice ſhoul 


| WG A. 
"Tights to the people. They will not wait till the people of 
Treland have ſeized by force what we urge with humble in- 
treaty. They will not wait to be received with ſcorn” and 


heard, and to which place the royal ear is by the ſame conſtitutioan 


directed. Members are ſent to Parliament to keep up the com- 
munication between the King and his ſubjects. There it is, in 


a real and fair Parliament, that the people wiſh their voice to be 


truly heard; and that they may haye removed from them the 


meetings, petitions, and interference, to which they have for 
ſome years paſt been involuntarily driven. But the voice of the 


people in the preſent reign has not been heard till lately (and 
then heard but once) within the walls of the Houle of Com- 


mons, nor will it ever be heard there again ; freſh errors and 


freſh miſleadings will again take place; the voice of contractors, 


of penſioners and jobbers, together with the proprietors of a 


few decayed burgage tenures, will again be called the _ voice 
miniſ- 


repreſentation. 1 | 

Me have been accuſtomed to be told, that there was ſome- 
thing behind the throne ? My Lord, there can be nothing behind 
the throne more malevolent to the rights of the people, than what 


we now ſee before it. The people are no longer to be cheated, 
they look to adminiſtration for the late defeat of their wiſhes. 


_ occaſion of thoſe honeſt, becauſe neceſſary, though irregular 


* 
8 6 


« What! can they who have carried all for themſelves, carry : 
nothing for the people, who, if miniſters themſelves are to be cre- 


dited, have puſhed them into office * The people know that if 


all the preſent adminiſtration had choſen to do them juſtice, if 


they had been half as unanimous for national rights as they have 


been for national honours and emoluments, the queſtion would 


have been AY carried laſt Tueſday. Good God! Is it al- 
ways to be thus! 


go to the puddle to clean them? I am heartily ſorry, my Frs a 
* . N j 
# # + F 


one paymaſter denies, the other deſpiſes, the 
voice of the people. : BY 4 
What w_ he, the people ! If your hands are dirty, will you © 
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that there ſhould be any members of the preſent adminiſtration 
who require to be informed, that the ſame thinneſs of the web 
which makes the water-bubble rife ; when riſen, makes it burſt. 
Af they are timely wile, they wall yet give to the people their 
Jober, moderate, fair and honeſt rights | 
I he prerogative of the crown, which is glorious to the mo- 
narch, and beneficial to. his ſubjects, they will place (as it ought 
to be placed) high, brilliant, and independent. -A great weight 
dt bottom can bear a great weight at top. 1 
Lese et the ariſtocracy, unenvied, enjoy their full and honourable 
Proportion of influence to which they are juſtly inticled in the 
tate; but let them ceaſe, as a faction, to tackle the hands of 
+ their ſoyereign, whilft they debaſe and plunder his ſubjects.” 
Mx. Er/eame, Gentlemen, it is very fortunate for me, as well 
as the Gentleman I repreſent, that I think this ſubject is en- 
tirely exhauſted, becauſe I am fo myſelf. I leave it, I am per- 
+ faded, with honeſt and honourable men, to conſider the fatal 
precedent of caſes like this, where, even if a man could graſp - 
in his mind more matter than I have been able, to produce, from 
the vaſt quantity of papers this day, no human ſtrength is able | 
to accompliſh the execution of it: we have been placed in this 
Htuation, and in a moſt arduous ſituation it was for many days, + 
upon the late trial; in the interval we had no opportunity of rer 
Sefbawent, but have been called to the other labours of our pro- _— 
feſhon; we are here brought to the ſtake again, and obliged to + 
Wend the whole day with minds too agitated to take the ordi- 
mary refreſhiment which nature requires. I came into Court in 
the monning perfectly ſubdued with fatigue; I was deſired by ; 
my friends to remain at home, but they could not tell me when 1 
I was to proceed upon the defence. In this chaos of matter, — _ 
*. _they could nat have the leaſt comprehenſion, what time it would 
de geceſſary for me to attend; but I am perſuaded, at this mo- 
ment, you are not prepared from any thing you know of the 
FF evidence, er can know, to ſay, that any thing I have uttered is 
9 Roe oo 5 | 
The matter is now matter of fact.--- Have theſe Gentlemen, 
or rather, has the priſoner at the bar, conſpired with others, to | 
Aepoſe the King, and to ſubvert the government by force?-— _ 
What my learned friend, Mr. Gibbs, has juſt read to you, can- * 
not be called a pretext, for t was accompanied by conduct— 2 
The moſt honourable men, now. preſent, will ſpeak to Mr. 
Tookeis hon fide acting, and to his offering all his jntereſt to 
ſanction the plan of Mr. Pitt, and I will lead you on, day by day c, * 
from 1782, till within a fortnight of his apprehenſion for hight 2 .... 
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Mr. Francis, a member of the Houſe of Commons, and a 
member of the ſociety of the Friends of the People, having di- 
geſted a plan which appeared reaſonable for a reform in parlia- 
ment, aſked Mr. Tooke, who is ſuppoſed to have been plotting 
the deſtruction of the country, at that time, to give his aſſiſt- 
ance; lays he, one twentieth part would compleatly ſatisfy me; 
and Mr. Francis will ſay, he grew in his eſteem, from the man- 


ner in which he conducted himſelf. Mr. Sharpe, who lived in 


confidence and private friendſhip with Mr. Tooke, to whom no 


guile was imputable, told you, the whole tenor of his private life © 
correſponded with his public life; and I can call people to ſhew '# 
that to be his univerſal conduct; and yet you are called upon, in 


the teeth of honeſt expreſſions, and, notwithſtanding his refuſal 
to agree with Mr. Francis, you are called upon, upon your 
oaths, to ſhed his blood, by the verdict you are to give in this 
cale; - | | | | 

Now, Gentlemen, I muſt conclude, with ſaying, the part 
which this Gentleman has acted in this cauſe, has certainly en- 


titled him to the greateſt reſpect from me, becauſe, undoubtedly, 


I was prepared to conduct his cauſe in a different manner, by a 
ſelection of thoſe parts of the evidence, and by a minute atten- 
tion to thoſe particular entries, where I could have ſeparated 
him from the reſt; I could have made a defence which woul 
have kept his veſſel out of the ſtorm; I could have brought hi 


ſafe into the harbour of peace, while thoſe men were to rides 
out the ſtorm; but he would not ſuffer his defence to be made 

upon that; and though he has nothing to do with the confpiracy, 
he held out a rope to ſave them; he charges me to ſay, I will 


ſhew the other men had no ſuch guilt belonging to them, and 1 


rejoice in being the advocate to do it. I declare, my heart was * 8 


never ſo much in a cauſe :---you muſt ſee, I am, in a manner 


tearing myſelf to pieces, by what I am doing; I have neither, 
voice nor ſtrength to purſue it, but 1 have the moſt perfect re- 


liance and confidence in your juſtice: I am aſking no favour 
of you; I am not endeavouring to captivate you by elocution ; 


but I conclude this caſe, as I began the laſt, with imploring, thats” =: 2 
you may be infpired by that Power, which can alone unpregnate  _ 
the human mind with the true principles of truth and juſtice. 


+: 
Adjourned to nine o'clock the next morning. 
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